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B HeOobiI0M TOPAOoYHO yOpaHHOUM KOMHAaTe, Iepel KaMUHOM, CULEJI0O HECKOIBKO
MOJIOOBIX JIIOeN. 3UMHUU Bedyep TOJIBKO YTO HauMHAJICS; caMOBap KuIlesl Ha CTOJIe,
pPas3roBOP Pa3bIrPHIBAJICA U IIEePeXOnuII OT OOHOI'O ITpeaMeTa K gpyroMmy. Hauanu
TOJIKOBATh O JIIOASX HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIX U O TOM, YeM OHH OTJINYAlOTCS OT
0OBIKHOBEHHHIX JIofel. Kax bl n3jaraja cBoe MHeHHe KaK yMeJl; Trojioca
BO3BBICHIIHCH U 3alrtymenu. OguH HeOOJIbIIoM, 6JIeIHBIN YeIoBeYeK, KOTOPHIHA IOJT0
CIIyIlIaJl, IIONKWBas 4au U IIOKypuBas CUTrapKy, pa3riiarojbCTBOBAHUS CBOUX
TOBapuIllel, BHE3aIllHO BCTaJl U 00paTUiICsa KO BCeM HaM (s ToxkKe OBLII B YUCIIEe
CIIOPUBIINX) C CJIEAYIOLUIMMU CJIOBAMU:

I'ocnioma! Bce Baiu riry60KOMBICIIEHHBIE PEUYX B CBOEM POJie XOPOIIH, HO
O6ecnone3Hbl. KaxXabii, KaK BOOUTCS, Y3HAET MHEHME CBOETr0 IPOTUBHUKA U
KaX[bIl OCTaeTCs IIpU CBoeM ybexkaeHuU. Ho MBI He B IepBHIM pa3 CXOOUMCS, HE B
IIEePBLIYA pa3 MbI CIIOPUM S [IOTOMY, BEPOSITHO, y2Ke YCIIeJIU U BbICKa3aThCA U y3HATh
MHeHUd Opyrux. Tak U3 4ero e BH XJI0Io4YeTe?

CxkasaB 3TH CJIoBa, HeOOJIBIION YeloBeUeK HeOPEKHO CTPSIXHYJI B KAMUH IIeIlell C
CUTapKU, IPUILIYPUJI T'JIa3a U CIIOKOMHO YIILIOHYIICS. MBI BCe 3aMOT4alli.

Tak 4TO X HaM, II0-TBOEMY, OeJlaTh? CKa3ajl OOVH U3 HacC, UrpaTh B KapThl, YTO JIU?
jieyb CIaTh? PA30UTUCH IO AOMaM?

[TpusaTHO UTPaTh B KapThl U II0JI€3HO CIIaTh, BO3Pa3uJl HEOOIBIIION YeI0BeYeK, a
Pa30UTUCH II0 IoMaM Telleps elle paHo. Ho Bel MeHA He noHsnIU. [locnyianTe: g
Ipepnsaraio KaXxaoMy M3 Bac, YK eCJIM Ha TO ITOIJIO, OIKUcaTh HaM KaKylo-HuOyOb
HeO0OLIKHOBEHHYIO JINUHOCTD, PacCKa3aTh HaM CBOIO BCTPedy C KaKUM-HUOYIb
3aMedaTesIbHBIM 4YelloBeKOoM. [ToBepbTe MHe, caMbIl IIJIOXOU pacCcKas3 ropa3no
OeJIbHEe CaMOro OTJIMYHOI'O pacCyXaeHus.

MEI 3agyMannucs.

CTpaHHOe [eJio, 3aMeTUJI OOUH U3 Hac, O0JIbIIION IYyTHUK, KpOMe caMoro cebs, 51 He
3Hal0 HU OOHOT0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHOTO UeJIoBeKa, a MOsI KM3Hb BaM BCEM, KaiKeTCH,
U3BeCTHa. BripouewMm, eciu nmpukaxere...

HeT, BOCKNMUKHYIJ OpyTroi, He HyKHO! [Ia 4To, mpubaBua OH, oOpalasich K
HeOOJIbIIIOMY YeJIOBeUKYy, HauHM Thl. THl Hac Bcex COUII C TONKY, TeOe U KHUTU B
pyku. TOIbKO CMOTPH, €C/IH TBOM paccKa3 HaM He ITOHPABUTCS, MBI TeOS OCBUIIIEM.
IToxamnyu, oTBeyas TOT.

OH cTan y KaMUHA; MBI YCeJIUCh BOKPYT HEero u nputuxiu. Hebombioi yemoBedek
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha BCeX Hac, B3TJISHYJI B IOTOJIOK U HayaJll CIefyIoIuM 00pa3oM:
IlecsATs 1eT TOMy Ha3aj, MHUJIOCTUBBLIE TOCyHapyu Mos, si OB CTyIeHTOM B MOCKBe.
Orern MoM, MOOPOOETEILHEIM CTEITHON ITOMEIINK, OTOall MeHSI Ha PYKU OTCTaBHOMY
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HeMeIIKoMYy npodeccopy, KOTOPHIM 3a CTO py0Osieil B MecsI] B3JICSI MEHS IIOUTD,
KOPMUTH 1 HaO/II0OaTh 3a MOEI0 HPAaBCTBEHHOCTHIO. DTOT HeMell OblJI OfapeH
BeCbMa BaXXHOM U CTEIIEHHOM OCAHKOM; S ero CHauaja IopsigKoM rmobauBarscs. Ho B
OLOWH IpeKpacCHBIM BeYep, BO3BPATUBILMNCH JOMOMH, I C HEBEIPA3UMBIM YMUJIEHUEM
YBUEJI CBOET0 HaCTaBHUKA, BOCCEOAIOIIEro C TpeMs UIX YeThIPbMS TOBapHUIllaMu
3a KPYTJIBIM CTOJIOM, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOOWJIOCh HOBOJIBHOE KOJIUYECTBO IMYCTHIX
OyTBIJIOK ¥ HEOOIUTHIX CTAaKaHOB. YBUIEB MEHsI, MO} ITOYTEHHBIM HAaCTaBHUK BCTall
U, pa3MaxuBas pyKaMU U 3aUKasiCh, IPEACTaBUJI MEHSI YeCTHON KOMIIaHUM,
KOTOpas BCSI TOTYAC Ke IpefJioXkKuila MHe CTaKaH IyHIIa. ITO IPUATHOE 3PeJInllle
OCBEXKMTEJIbHO II0[IeNCTBOBAJIO Ha MOIO AyIITy; OyAyIIHOCTh MOS IIpefcTajia MHE B
caMBIX IpUBJIEKaTeJIbHLIX 06pa3ax. Y gelcTBUTEJIFHO: C TOTO JOCTOIIaMSITHOTO OHS
s1 TIOJIb30BaJICSI HEOTpaHUUYEeHHOU CBOOOA0M U TOIBKO UTO He KOJIOTHUJI CBOETO
HacTaBHUKA. Y Hero Obljla KeHa, OT KOTOPOl BeYHO HECJIO ILIMOM U OTyPEeYHBIM
paccosioM; oHa Obljia ellle JOBOJIPHO MOJIOfia, HO y2Ke He uMejla HU OOHOTO
nepenHero 3yba. M3BeCcTHO, UTO BCe HEMKH BeCbMa CKOPO JIMIIAIOTCS 3TOT0
Heo0X0UMOT0 yKpallleH!sI YeJI0BeYeCKOro Tea. f 0 Hell yIIOMUHAaI0 efUHCTBEHHO
IIOTOMY, YTO OHa B MeH$ BJII00MUIach CTPACTHO M YyTh-4yTh HE 3aKOpPMUJIa MEHS
HaCMepPThb.

K meny, K meny, 3aKkpudainy MbL. YK He CBOM JIU IOXOXKAEHUS Thl XO4YeIllb HaM
pacckKa3blBaTh?

Hert, rocnopa! Bo3pa3usl CIOKOMHO HEOOIBIIION YeloBeYeK, I OOLIKHOBEHHBIN
CMepTHBIU. MTakK, g )KUJ1 y MOero HeMila, Kak TOBOPUTCS, ITpUIieBawoydu. B
VHUBEPCUTET S XOOUJI He CIIUIIKOM IIPUJIEXKHO, a JoMa PelInTeJIbHO HU4ero He
menasn. B BecbMa KOPOTKO€E BpeMs COIIEJICS 1 CO BCEMU MOUMU TOBapUIllaMU U CO
BceMHU OBIJT Ha THL. B 4uce MOMX HOBHIX OPY3€i HaXOOUJICS OOUH HOBOJILHO
MMOPSITOYHBIN M OOOPHIM Mallbli, CHIH OTCTAaBHOTO ropogHuYero. Ero 3Banu
Bo6oBeIM. 3TOT BOOOB MOBamuIICsSd KO MHE XOOUTh U, KaK KaXXeTCs, OO0 MEHS.
U s ero... 3HaeTe 111, He TO 4TOO I00UJI, He TO YTOO He MI0uII, TaK KaK-To...
Hapo6Ho BaM cKa3aTh, YTO Y MeHs B 11eJI0ii MOCKBe He OBIJIO HU OOHOTO
POACTBEHHUKA, UCKJII0Yas CTaporo OO, KOTOPBIYM y MEHS Ke MHOTHa IIPOCUJI
OeHer.
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