BeccTpaliHbId

B HEeKOTOpPOM LIapCTBE KUJI KYyII€YECKUU ChIH; CUJIbHBIW, CMEJIbIM, CMOJIOAY HUYEro
He 00s1JICsI; 3aX0TeJIOCh EMYy CTPacTU U3BedaTh, ¥ IIoexajl OH C pabOTHUKOM
CTPaHCTBOBAaTh. [10/Ir0 J1¥, KOPOTKO JIU — IIpUeXalii OHU K ApeMydeMy Jiecy, a TyT
KakK HapO4YHO U CMEePKJIOCH.

— Iloe3xkau B 1ec! — roBOpUT Kylle4yeCKUU CHIH.

— OX, X0351MH, CI0ofa CTPAIIHO eXaTh; Be[b TeIlepb HOYb, MOT'YT JIN0O 3BEPU
HamnacThb, 1100 Pa3bOMHUKN 00UIETh.

— Bor ucnyrancs! [enau, 4To mpuKa3biBalo.

Bbexanmu OHU B JIeC U CIIyCTSI HEMHOT'O YBUIAJIM: BUCUT Ha OJHOM [iepeBe MepTBell.
PaboTHUK emée nymie HaOpascsa cTpaxy, a KyliedeCKOMY CHIHY BCE HUIIOYEM — CHSJI
MepTBella C epeBa, IT0JI0KUJI B IIOBO3KY U BeJlesl exaTh Aasiblile. Yepes yac —
yepes IBa MOObe3KalT OHU K OOJIBIIIOMY AOMY; B OKHa OTOHb CBETUTCH.

— Hy, BOT U 3HATHO: €CThb I'Ie HepeHoquaTL! — I'OBOPHUT Kyne‘{eCKHfI CBhbIH; a
paGOTHI/IK YIINPAETCA:

— JlydiIrie B mecy HO4YeBaTh, YeM B 9TOM OOME; TOTO U I'/ISIau K pa300iMHUKaM
rmomnaméM — o0epyT Hac 0 HUTKHU, Ia U CMePTU He MUHOBATh!

W BOpsAMbB TYT KUU Pa300OMHUKN; HO KyIIe4eCKUM CHIH HUYEro He CIIyIIaeT, caM U
BOPOTa OTBOPUJI M Ha IBOP Bbexasl. BuImpsr noimanei u 6epeT ¢ cobolt paboTHUKA B
XOPOMEHI.

BxomaT — a TaM 3a GONIBIIUM CTOJIOM CUASAT pa30OoMHUKY, BCe B OoraTol omexe, y
Bcex mpu OOKY ClaBHBIE cabiiy; ITBIOT Pa3Hble HAIUTKY Oa €OST PHIOY.

— 30paBCTBYUTE, TOCIOAA, — CKa3ajl UM KyIIe4YeCKHUU ChIH, — II0CaJUuTe-Ka U MEeHS
C co00¥ MOMUTH-TIOKYIIATh.

Pa360MHMKY CMOTPST Ha HETO: YTO 3a MOJIOAel? — U He OTBeYaloT HU CJIOBa.
He3BaHEBIN I'OCTh CaM K CTOJIY ITIOAXOOUT, B35JI KYCOK PBHIOBI, CheJl 1 TOBOPHUT:

— Hy, rocnona, nsoxa Baiiia peiba! O, pabOTHUK, ITOOU-Ka IPUHECH CIOfa TY
0eJIy>KUHY, YTO B IOBO3KE JIEXKUT.

PabotHuk cOeras, mMpuHEC MepTBella. Kymedeckuil CHIH B35JI MEPTBOE TEJI0, OPOCHIT
Ha CTOJI U TIPUHSIJICSI HOZKOM KpPOMCAaTh; 0Tpe3aJll KyCOK, ITOHIOXall M 3aKpHUyYall:
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— Her, Hexoporta u 3Ta 6enyxkuHa! PaboTHuk! JIoBU-Ka KUBHIX!

A caMm Ha pa300MHUKOB IOKa3kBaeT; Pa300MHUKY C UCIYTYy pa30ekannuch B pa3HEIE
CTOPOHBI ¥ MOMPSTAIUCh KTO Ky[a.

— Hy BoT, ThI 60siicsi! ['Ie Ke CTpacTh-TO? — CIIpallvBaeT KylleueCKUN ChIH
paboTHUKa. — CsigeM Jiydlile 3a CTOJI Ja IIOyKUHaeM.

Cenu, HaIMIUCh-HAEIUCH, @ HOYEeBaTh HE OCTAJIUCh; 3APSTIN JIOIaged U moexaiu
B ITyTh-HOPOTY.

BoT moppe3xkKaioT OHUM K KIamOHuIIy.

— Croit! — 3akpuyan Kynedeckuil CbiH. — OCTaHOBUMCS 30€Ch HOUEBATh.
A paGOTHUK OIISITH 3@ CBOE.

— TyT cTpamiHo, 10 HoYaM MepTBEILbl BCTAIOT!

— DKOM ThI, BCero O0uIIbCs!

OCTaHOBUIUCH U JIETJIU CHATh Ha Morujie. Kyrmeyeckuil ChIH 3aCHYJI, @ paOOTHUKY U
CHa HeT. Bopyr u3 TOM MOTHJIBI HOOBIMAETCSI MEPTBEIl B 6€JI0M caBaHEe, OTPOMHOTO
POCTa; HAaBaIUJICS HA KyIIe4YeCKOTO ChIHA ¥ HayaJl ero OyIuUTh. TOT mpoOymuics,
ciu® MepTBella Mo ce0st U MPUHSJICS, B CBOIO o4Yepenb, OUTh 1 My4YUTh BCIUYECKH.
MepTBell Tepnen-Tepnen U CTal MOIaAgbl TPOCUTE.

— 4 Tebs, moxkanyu, oTIyIly (TOBOPUT KyIIe4eCKUM CHIH), €CJIU ThI Yepe3 dac
YHECENIb U JOCTaBUIIb MHE IOYb TAKOT'0-TO aps, YTO KUBET OTCIOOBA 3a
TPULEBATH 3eMeJlb.

— IocTaBIIio, TOJIBKO OTIYCTH!

Kyneuyeckuii ChIH OTIIYCTUJI MEPTBeLla, U 4Yepe3 Yac BpeMEeHHU BO3Jie er0o IOBO3KHU
MMOSIBUIIACH CIHSIAs IlapeBHA — Ha TOM Ke CaMOM KpPOBAaTH, Ha KaKOW OOLIKHOBEHHO
OHAa IToYMBaJa B IlapCKux najaTax. Kymeyeckuil CbIH He OyOuiI LIapeBHBI 40 TEX 10D,
II0OKa OHa caMa He IIPOCHYJIaCh; @ BOPOTUBIINCH JOMOM, BCTYIIUJI C HEIO B 3aKOHHOE
CYIIPy2K€eCTBO.

MHOro KyIie4eCKul CBHIH 10 Pa3HEIM 3eMJIIM CTPAaHCTBOBAJI, a CTpaxy HUrge He
HUCOBITa; Iprexall JOMOU, U BOT YTO CIIYYWJIOCh C HUM B HEKOe BpeMs. ViMen oH
CUJIbHYIO OXOTYy PBIOY JIOBUTH; IleJible JHU M HOYU Ha PeKe IIpPoBoAWI. MaTepu ero
00JIBHO He HPaBUJIOCh, YTO OH HAAOJITO U3 [OMY OTJIy4aJiCs; BOT OHa U IIOIIPOCHUia
peI0AaKOB KaK-HUOyOb UCIyTaTh ero. Pribaky Haj0BUIY eplIel 1, KaK CKOPO
3aMeTUJI¥, YTO KylledeCKU! CHIH, IIJIaBas B JIOOKE, 3aCHYJI, — IOAIJIBIIY K HEMY
IIOTUXOHBKY M IIOJIOKUIU €My 3a ITa3yXy HEeCKOJIbKO epmieli. Epimu 3aTpeneTanucs,
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KyIe4yeCKHU# ChIH BCKOYMUJI, UCITyTaJICS U yIall B BOAY, KOe-KaK BHIMJIBII U TYT-TO
BIIEPBBIE y3HAJI, YTO TaKoe cTpax!

349

B HeKoeM 11apcTBe, B HEKOEM IocyHapcTBe OblI 6apuH — TAaKOW CMEeJIbIM, HUYero He
6osincsi, u Obl1 y Hero ciyra ®omka. CoOpasnuch OHU U IOEXallu B

MMy Th-TOPOKEHbKY. [OJIT0 T, KOPOTKO JIM OHU eXaJi¥, IPUCTUTraja ux B J1eCcy
TEMHas HoYb. Emyuu jiecoM, yBUOaIU OHU 3E€MJISTHKY, @ B 3€MJITHKE OTOHb TOPHUT.

— ®oMKa, — cKa3ay 6apuH, — Imoe3xkal K OTHIO.

[Togpexanu K 3eMJISTHKE, BOILINM, CMOTPSAT — MEPTBEI] JIEKUT. BapuH rOBOPUT:
— domMKa, maBau 34eCh HOUEBATh!

— Her, 6apuH, 1 6010Ch; Tydllle maabllle IoemaeM.

— Iypax, ctany s o Tebs mo jecy miIyTaTh!

Bzsan 6apI/IH IIJIETh U JIET IIoajie MepTBella; a doMKa 3ajie3 B [1eyYb, M30THYJI 3aCJIOH,
IIPOTAIITUII K Ce6e, IIOCJI€ OIIATE PACIIPABHII, 3aKPHIJI I1€49Yb 3aCIIOHOM K yTIépCH B
HEero HoraMu. Y;c[apnno IIOJTHOYBb — MEPTBEIl BCTAJI X HaAllaJl Ha HE3BAHOT'O COCea,
6apI/IH HEe 6YJIB IIJIOX, YXBATHUII IIJIETE XU HY €TI0 2KAaPUTh. IHomnro OMIINCH OHU;
HaAKOHEI, 3alleJI KOUYeT — MEePTBeEI yIIall Ha CBO€ MECTO, a 6apI/IH KPHUYHUT:

— ®omka! Yero nmopobun? Briesai u3 meyu, KJIagu MepTBella B ITIOBO3KY.
doMKa BBIJIE3 U IIOTAIUJI MEPTBELA B [I0OBO3KY.

Cenu u moexasnu fOasbllie; IeJIbii JeHb OBLIN B Ooopore, a K Be4depy B CEeJIO ITpuexalin.
CMOTpHT: CTOUT HAPOA Ha yJIull€e U IT'OPBKO IIJIa4€eT.

— O uéM, MyKUYKHU, IIJIaveTe? — cIpalnuBaeT OapuH.

— Kak HaM He makaTth, OaTiomka! [ToBagunack K HaM XO0OuUTh CMepPTh U €CT HallluxX
meTelu KaXXOayl HOYb II0 OYepenu.

— A Hy, TOKaxuTte MHe Bally CMepTsb.

— JIla BOT OHA B 9TOT OOM IPUOET.

Bapuu rosopur:

— ®dowmka! [Toegem-Ka Ha OXOTY, He yOACTCS JIA emie”?

[Togpexanu K TOMY [IOMY U IIPOCSATCSI HOYEBATh.
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— Her, 6apuH, — 0oTBeYaloT Xx035ieBa, — HeJIb3s HaM TeOs IIyCTUTh, IIOTOMY YTO
HBIHE HOYbIO K HaM CMepTh MPULET; MBI YK IIPUIIACIIM el MaJlbuHKa.

— Iloxanyucta, nyctute! MHe mTOCMOTpPEeTh X04eTcs, 4TO 3a CMepTh Takasa?

[Tyctunu ero; 6apuH B30OIIEN B ©30y, B35JI B PYKHU IIJIETh U CeJl Ha JIaBKy. B camyio
MMOJIHOYb IMPUIIENT MepTBell. bapuH cupallnBaeT ero:

— KTo npumuen?

— CwmepTsh!

— A ecTb 1 y TeOs 6unet?

— YTo 3a crupoc! PaszBe y CMepTu OBIBAIOT OUIETHI?

Bapun 3a4an ero mieThio OyTh; HACUIY MEPTBEIl BEIPBAJICS U ITYCTUIICS Ha
KjlafmOuille — B CBOIO MOTMILy; OapuH 3a HUM, IIOJIOKHUJI Ha TOU MOTUJIE IIPUMETY U
BopoTuJics B u30y. TyT eMy OOJIbIIYIO YeCTh BO3HalIu.

HayTpo ckasan Gapus:
— ®omka! 3ampsirai jomramen, moegeM Ha MOTHIIHL; ST TaM YTO-TO 3a0bIJI.

[Toexanu. bapuH HalIEN 3alpUMEYEeHHYI0 MOTHTY, Pa3pbll ¥ BEITALIUII OTTyHa
MepTBella.

— @owmka! Bepu ero, Kj1agu B IIOBO3KY.

doMKa MIOJIOKHUII, CTalI0 ¥ HUX ABa MepTBella.

— Hy, — roBoput 6apuH, — Tenepb C HaCc OOBOJIbHO; €CTh U OCETP U Oemnyral
[Toexanu panbllle; IpUe32KaioT B OPYTroe Cejo, a 3[eCh Hapox Ijiader.

— YTo, MyXUYKH, IIJIaUueTe? — CIPOCHUJI GapuH.

— Kak HawMm, OaTioIllKa, He I1aKaTh? Bo3jie Hac B 1iecy XKUBYT Pa300MHUKY,
BCSAYECKU Hac 00MKaloT, rpabsaT ¥ 4O CMEePTHU ITOOUBAIOT.

— A B KOeM MecCTe KUBYT Pa300UHUKNI?

MyXuKU yKa3aju.

— ®oMKa, — cKa3ayi 0apuH, — [I0eeM Ha 0XO0Ty, He OyOeT N elle ygada’?
[Toexanu; CTOUT B jieCy OOJIBIIION IOM, CMOTPUT B OKHO aTaMaH U T'OBOPUT:

— Hy, pebsTa, egeT K HaM KaKOK-TO OapWH; BOT MBI €r0 ITI03APAaBUM C IPHUEe3I0oM!
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BapuH Bbexas Ha OBOP, B3OLIEN B TOPHUILY, a TaM OBEHAAIaTh YeJIOBEK
Pa30OMHUKOB CUIST 3a CTOJIOM Aa o0emaroT.

— 3pmopoBo, Monoauel! — ckasan O0apuH u Besen PoMKe TaUTh OCETpa Oa Oemyry.
doMKa MpHUTAIIUI MEPTBELIOB U IIPSIMO Ha CTOJI.

— Hy, pebsra, KyliaiiTe, — yroiaeT 6apuH pa300MHUKOB; OHU ITOPOOUIN, HUYETrO
HEe OTBEYaloT.

— Q®owmka! IIpuHecu-Ka 1s1eTh, 4 UX 3aCTaBIIIO €CTh!

domMKa nopas nnets, 0apuH B3sJI U Hadasl HallpaBoO U HajleBO pa300MHUKOB
XJjlecTaTh; Te BCKO4YUIM fa OexaThb! Tak BCce u yunu. bapus roBopur:

— Hy, ®omka, Hama B3ssa! [JlaBail uCKaTh JEHET.

3a0panu BCE, YTO HAIUIX y pa300MHUKOB, U IIOeXalyd Oabllle.

[Tpue3xkaloT K MOPIO-OKeaHy; CTOUT Ha Oepery OOJbIION TPEXITAaXKHBIN TOM.
— ®omka! Brimpsrau nomaney ma MMOUOEM B [IOM.

B3omiu Ha caMblii BEPXHUM 9TaX U YBUAENN — CUOUT llapeBHA U TOPbKUMU
cle3aMH pPa3InuBaETCH.

— YTo, meBulla, Ijadelnib? — CIpaliruBaeT OapuH.

— Kak MHe He mnakaTh, Monogelr! Beiman MHe XpeOuit ObITh B3ITOM HEUHUCTHIMU;
BOT celyac IpuayT 4epTU U NoTallyT B Mope!

Bapun cTan goxungaTthbcsi. Hamepén npubexkan MaJleHbKUN YePTEHOK.
— TwI Kyga? — 3aKpuyal Ha Hero 6apuH.

— 3a 11apeBHOI0; MEeHs [eAyIKa IIocarl.

— A ecTb 1 y TeOs Ounet?

— YTo 3a O6usneT, Beab MBI — YepTHu!

— 3Haro, 4To yepTu! A 3ayeM XKuBETe Oe3mMaHHO, OECIIOIMIINHHO?

CxBaTui IJIeTh U 3a4all YepTEHKA OUTh. YepTEHOK KOe-KaK BhIpPBaJICS U 0e3 maMsAaTH
y0OezkaJl B MOpe; mepecka3all 000 BCEM caTaHe. CaTaHa IIocjiajl MHOTO-MHOT'O
yepTel; 6apyH TEeX MJIEeThI0 MOBHITHAJ, TEX B OKHO MOBHIKKAATI.

[TpuGerkan caM caTaHa.
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— Yro THI, OpaT, OysiHuIIL? Mmu Xo4yelrb OBITh OOJIbIIIe MEHS?
— A THI KTO TAaKOB? — cropaiumuBaeT 6apuH. — EcTb nu y Tebs1 Ounet?
— Okot TH oypak! Hy, kako# Tam 6unet? Benb 1 — caTaHa!

— ITocToit Xxke, BOT 51 TeOs1, yMHUKa! ®OMKa, mofay IIeTh ga IIUIIIIE PacKaleHHbIe!
— HYy ero HIIuIarTh fa IJIeThio OUTh.

CaTaHa ¥ Tak U CAK BEPTEJICS, HE MOT CKOPO BHIPBAThLCS, HadaJjl IPOCUTH Y OapuHa
MHUJIOCTH. BapuH OTIIYCTHUII €ro ejie XKuBa, U yoexkas oH 6e3 orjsigku B Mmope. [Tocrne
Impue3zkaeT TyHa IIaph B IIeYaIbHOM pu3e, YBUMEN XKUBYIO JOYb — U BO3PAI0BAJICS
BEIUKOI0 pagocTtuio. CTai e€ pacclpallliBaTh; IlapeBHa paccKa3aa, KTO U KakK
n30aBui e€ oT cMepTu. Llaps Bo30maromapuia 6apruHa ¥ OTHall 3a HETO OJO0Yb CBOIO.
BapuH XKeHHJICS U IToexaJll C CBOEIO JKEHOI0 Ha CTapoe XKUTEIbCTBO; CIIyYUCh eMY
eXaTb MHMO TOT'O MOPSI, TIle YEPTU XKUBYT. YBUIAIU €r0 YEPTHU, COOUPAIOTCH
HaBCTpeuy 0exKaThb, XOTSIT €Tr0 B BOJY CTOJIKHYTh; HO CaM caTaHa 3aKpUdYal:

— He Morure ero tporaTh; OH IIyTs IPUOET, HAC BCeX epedneT!
BapuH nmpuexan moMol 6J1aromnolydyHO U ITOHBIHE XXUBET CUYACTIIUBO.
350

2Kun Ha cBeTe GeccTpallHbl OapyH; 3aX0TEJIOCh €My CTPaHCTBOBATh, B351JI CBOETO
CIIyTy u Ioexaj B gopory. Exanu-exanu, mo6panuch K HOYU B OTHY JE€PEBEHbKY U
OCTAHOBUJIMCh HOYEBATh B KpaliHel n30ymke. BxoasaT B u30yIlIKy — HUKOT'O HET,
TOJIBKO JIEXKUT Ha CTOJIe MePTBel], a Ilepe HUM CTOUT 3aKyCKa fa IIITod C BOOKOIO.
BeccTpalIHbIi cel ¢ CBOMM CJIYTOI0 3a CTOJI, MOYyKWHAIXU, BOJOYKY UCIIUITH U
YTJIETIUCH Ha JTaBKaxX. B caMylo ITOJTHOYh CMOTPSIT — MEPTBEI] IOIIEeBETUIICS U
3aKayall I0JIOBOIO; a TO OBIJI KOJITYH: JaBHO YK 3aBjlafie]l OH 3TOM M30YIIKOI0, BCEX
KUIBIIOB pa3orHasn. Kaxpgoe yTpo IpUXOOuIu CIoga ero CPOACTBEHHUKH, HarOTOBSAT
eMy KYIIIaHbeB, MOCTaBAT IITOG BOOKYU M YUOYT; POBHO B IIOJTHOYH KOJIIYH BCTAHET,
IOECT U BBITILET BCE IOYMCTA, a KaK IIPUIET BPeMs IleTyXaM IIeTh — JISI?KeT Ha CBOE
MECTO U JIEXKUT HEeXKUBOMU 11eJIble CyTKH.

— YTo, OpaT, TOJI0BOM Kadyaelb? — CIIpalIrBaeT KOJIOyHa OecCTpalIHbii 6apuH. —
Anu BrICIANCA?

KOJ'I,'E[y'H MOJIYHUT, HE OTBE€YaA€ET,; IIPUIIOOHAJICA 1 JI&BB.IZ IIaPUTh BOOKY Oa 3aKYCKH.

— OX, 3eMJIIK, — I'OBOPUT OecCTpalllHbli, — THI, I BUXKY, eCTh xodelnb? Hy, 6par,
M3BUHH, MBI BCE IPHUEJIH U BBIMUIIN; HEe Bedasii, YTO Thl IPOCHEINILCS, a TO 0 u Tebe
OCTaBUIJIH.
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Komnpyn 6pocuncs Ha 6apuHa, U MIPUHSIIUCH OAPAThCSA; OUITNCh-OUIMCh, 6apuH OBIT
CUJIbHBIN, TPUIKA €r0 K CaMO¥ [ABEpH, IBePbh OTBOPUIIACH — U KOJIAYH yIlajl B CEHH,
TaK Yepes IMopor u OpsiKHyJIcA. BeccTpalrHbiii 3ammepcst Ha KPIOK U JIET CIlaTh, a
KOJIIYH Pa303JIUJICS U HY T'PHI3Th ABEPH 3yOamu. [[07Ir0 BO3UJIICS, COBCEM OBIIO
MIPOTPHI3 — KaK BOPYT METYyXU 3allefid, ¥ yIajl OH Ha3eMb, OKOCTEHE]I, He
OBUXKETCS; KaK eCTh MepTBelr!

— Bo3pMéEM ero ¢ co60i0, — rOBOPUT OapuH CBOEMY CIIyre, — HaM TPOUM BeceJiel B
mopore OypeT!

[TogHsITM OHM MepTBella, MTOJIOKUJIA B IIOBO3KY, CEMU U Moexanu. EmyT moporoio,
TJISIOb — B CTOPOHE MepeBo, Ha JepeBe IMOKOMHUK BUCHUT, 32 HOTH IIPUBSI3aH.

— Croit! — 3akpuyan 6apuH. — Bugunis 1u THI, OpaTel], BOH Ha JepeBe YeI0BEK
BUCUT?

— Buxy, — oTBeyvaer ciyra.
— Hapgo ero cusate! MoxeT, oH 6€3 BUHBI, HAllpaCHO IIOBEIIIEH.

[ToIOKUIK ¥ OPYTOoT0 MepTBella B TOBO3KY, YAAPUIX II0 JIOMIAAX U TTOeXalu
manbine. [Tlepen Be4epoM OCTAHOBUIUCH B TI0JI€, TOKOPMUJIH JIOLIA[b, OTHOXHYIH, a
KaK CTEMHEJI0 — OMSTh B MyTh coOpanuck. EnyT cebe Kak HU B 4EM He OBIBAIO; B
MMOJTHOYDb TOOHUMAETCs KoNayH, 6epéTcs 3a 6apuHa, a OPYroi MepTBell CXBAaTHUIT eT0
CaMOro 3a ITUBOPOT:

— AX TBI, pa300MHUK, — TOBOPUT, — 3a YTO €ro Tep3aellb? { Tpu roga BUCeEN Ha
mepeBe, HUKTO He XOTeJl MeHsS CHATh, a OH, ciacubo eMy, moxkasejl MeHs!

Cuenunuch MEPTBEILI OIPYT C APYKKOIO, JaBal 6apaxTaTbCs U CBAJIUIIUCH C
MMOBO3KY; UAYT II0 AOPOTe CIEOOM 3a TOIO ITIOBO3KOI0 [1a BCE mepyTcs... [Ipuirio
BpeMs ImeTyxaM KpudaTh — 00a Imocepe JOPOTU TaK U ITOBATIUIUCE.

— OcTaHOBU-Ka JIolaab, — cKa3aj 0apuH CBOeMy CJIyre, — Haf0 UX MOOHATE.
— Hy ux k 6ory! Kak Ovl 6ebl He HazKUTh!

— Huuero, oHU eIl€ IPUTOOSATCS HaM.

B3simu MepTBeI0B, YI0XKUIN U IT0eXalu.

Bnu3Ko 51w, ganeko 7, OOJTro JIM, KOPOTKO I — IIPUe3KaioT B OOJIBIION
CTOJIMYHBIM TOPOM; B TOM ropofie KOPOJIb KUJI, Y TOTO KOPOJIsi OBIJI CJTaBHBIU ABOPEI]
BBICTPO€EH, BECh 30JI0TOM M3yKpallleH, a JKUTh B HEM HeNIb35 OBIJI0; YK MHOTO-MHOTO
JieT mycTou cTosil. Ilocenunack BO OBOPIle HEYNCTAsA CUJia, U CKOJIbKO HU
BBI3BIBAJIOCH OOTaThIpel, XpabpelioB — HUKTO He CMOT €€ BLIZKUTH OTTYHa; C Be4epy
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MOMAOET OOTaTHIPh BO OBOPEIl M 3TOPOBLIM M CUIIbHBIM, a K YTPY OOHU KOCTOYKH
ocTaHyTcs. BoT mpuxoguT 6eccTpalllHbi K KOPOJIIO:

— Ilpukaxu-me KBapTUPY OTBECTHU; I — UEJIOBEK UyzKEeCTPaHHBIN.

— EcTb y MeHS$I, — CKa3bIBaeT KOPOJIb, — OTJIMYHBIN ABOPEI], TOJIbKO HEYUCTAasI CUJIa
UM 3aBJlajiesia; KOJIM X04elllb, OCTAHOBUCH TaM; OTHal0 TeOe TOT IBOPEeIl B BeYHOe
BlIafieHVe. A BHITOHUIIIb HEYUCTHIX, €II€ HarpaXaeHue moxKanyio.

BeccrtpamHbiil coryacuscs. [Ipuexan B IyCTOM OBOpPel, BUOAUT — IMOKOU OOJIbIIINE,
yOpaHCTBO 3HATHOE.

— Yro, OpaTel;, — rOBOPUT CBOEMY CIIyre, — XOpollla KBapTupa?
— Yero nyuite!

— Hy, Temnephb TacKkaii IpoBa KakK MOKHO 00JibIlle, HaKJIaOblBal ITOJTHEI Ie€YU U
3aXKurau: IMyCTh XKapKo ropsT!

Crnyra HaTackarl I1ejible BopoXa IPOB U 3aTOINJI IeYu: JOoKpacHa Hakanui. BeuepoMm
noiiéen 6eccTpallHbi K ITOBO3Ke, 3abpasl 000MX MEPTBEILIOB U TAlIUT B TOPHUIIHL.

— 3%, GapI/IH, — I'OBOPHUT CJIyT'a, — YTO Thl C HUMH TacKaelnbcsa? Begb oT HUX
CIIOKOSI BCIO HOYb He BUOATh!

— Momum, gypak! ¢4 cam 3Har0, 4TO mena! — oTBedaeT OapUH; IMOJIOKUIT
MEepPTBEL0B PSAIBIIIKOM Ha IOCTeJIb, @ CaM JIET BMeCTe C CJIyrolo IO KpOBaTh.

B pBeHapuaTh YacoOB HaydaJICcAa LIyM Oa raMm, Ipubexanu TPU Y4€pPTa, TJIsA0b — Ha
IIOCTeJIN He3BaHble TOCTH JIexKaT.

— OTo0 4TO 3a jironu? Kak BBl CMeJIu clofa 3auTu?
A OeccTpallIHbIN, 1€2Ka IO KPOBAThIO, OT3LIBAETCS:

— He Bce BaM, IPOKJIATHIE, 30eCh KUTh! Teneps Halll Yepen MPUIIETT — HaJo HaM,
moOpPBEIM MOJIOALIaM, TOBeCeNuThCa! Anlb He BUOUTE, KaK IeYKHU HATOIJIEHHI?

— Kaxk He BunaTh!

— Hy, aTo s Bac, mpoknsiteie! Bcex COXKEM, ITemen no BeTpy IIycTum, oymeTe
Hac IIOMHUTH!

YepTu UCHYTAIUCh U SI3BIKU MPUKYCUIIH. BAPyTr BCKAaKMBAIOT OBa MepTBeIla U JaBau
MeX cOo0O0M OpaThCs, @ YEePTHU CTOAT Ja CMOTPSIT:

— 3a YTOo K, — CIIPAIlNBAIOT, — BEI CAMH-TO [AEePETECh?
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[TOKOMHUKM yCJIBIXaJii U OPOCUJINCh Ha HEYUCTHIX, HY UX PBaTh U 3y6aMu Tep3aTh.
YepTu 671ar¥M MaTOM 3aBOIIWJIU:

— Ox, oTmycTtuTe X)KUBHIX Hac! Kak xoTuTte, Tak u 6eiTe, TOJIBLKO B ITIeYb HE
Opocaiite!

— A, BEI TIeuu 6oUTeCh!

CxBaTum OBYX YepTer u OPOCUIU B PAaCKaJIEHHYIO IIeYKY, @ TPETUM ITyCTUJIICS
O0exkaTh. HaBCcTpedy eMy BaJIUT TOJIIa HEUUCTHIX.

— Kypma BBI, 6paTisl?
— Bo gBopet.

— Yro Bel! Komu XxoTUTE OBITH LIEIBIMY, JIy4Yllle ¥ He TTOKa3bIBalTEeCh; HE TO IIPSIMO B
XKap yrogute! 4 Hacumny yiiesn; caMyd BUOAUTE, KaK U3ypoaoBaH!

Toneko yCIieJiu IIePETrOBOPUTH, KaK 3aKPHUYaJik IIETYXU — YEePTH IIPOIIajik, a
MEPTBEIEI Ha KaKOM MeECT€E€ CTOsAJIN, Ha TOM U IIOBAJIUJIINCH, CIIOBHO KOJIOOHEI.

BeccTparHerit 6apuH ¥ CJIyra ero BbUIE3NTH U3-MOI KPOoBaTH, yOpaii MepPTBELOB, a
caMH JIeTJIM Ha MOCTEeJIb M MPOCIIajM 10 CBeTa. Y TPOM IIOCHIJIaeT KOPOJIb Y3HATh:
KUB JIu OeCCTPAIIHLIN OapuH, ajli YepPTH ero 3amMmyuuiau? [JoKIaapiBalOT KOPOIIIO,
YTO OH XKHUB, HU B YEM HEeBPeauM. «X0POIII0, — MOJIBHJI KOPOJIb, — IIOCMOTPIO, YTO
manbliine 6ygeT». Ha opyryio HOYb CIIyYHIIOCH TO XK€ caMOe, Ha TPEThIO OISATh TO JKE;
BUOST YEPTH, UTO HAEJIO-TO IIJIOXO0, BCIKUI Pa3 CBOMX HE JOCYMTHLIBAIOTCS, U TOBOPST
MexK co0oii: «Kak HU BepTHCh, OpaTIbl, a IPUXOOUTCS HaM OCTaBJISThL 9TOT ABOPELI;
Kyla X Telrepb CyHeMcsi?» Y mpumyManu OHU mepedpaThbCcs Ha TOT Ha 3€JIEHBIN JIYT,
YTO Imepe cCaMbIM KOPOJIEBCKUM IBOPIIOM paccTuiascs. Ilaa KOpoib
OeccTpalnrHoMy 6apuHy 00JIbIIIoe HarpaXXaeHue, U 3aXKUJI OH B O0raTCTBe U
IOBOJILCTBE, @ MEPTBEIIOB CBOUX YJIOXKUJI B KHOUTKY M ITOCTABUII €€ B capail — B
CaMBbI¥l TEMHBIN YTOJI; HeHb MOKOMHUKNA CMHPHO JIeKaT, a IPUOET riIyxas MOJTHOYb
— BCTAHYT, IOEPYTCS OPYT C APYXKKOIO U OISTH Ha CBOE MECTO JISATYT.

HeMHoOro0 npoIiyio BpeMeHH, 3anjIeHUIN YePTH 3eJIEHBIN JIyT U cAeslalid U3 Hero
TPSICUHY fa 60JI0TO; IIpekae KOPOoJIeBCKasi CeMbs TYT I'yJisijia, @ TETePhb HEJIb35
CTaJIo HU IMPOMUTH, HU IIpoexaTu; CUIbHO Tonko! Kypuila — 1 Ta Ha APYyIryio CTOPOHY
He IepenpaBuTcs. [JTUBUTCSI KOPOb: «HTO OBl 9TO 3HAYMJIIO?», @ YeM ITIOCOOUTH — HEe
3HaeT. beccTpaiHbili 6apuH cefiyac goramacs, B YEM [eJio; pa3 KaK-TO IMO3OHUM
BEYEepOM B3s1JI OH CBOUX MEPTBEIOB, IMOTAIINUI K O0JIOTY, TIOJIOKUI Ha BUTHOE
MEeCTO, a CaM TYyT Ke 3a KyCT COpsiTajcs. BLICKOUMIIM IBa YEPTA, YBUOAJIM CTAPHIX
3HAKOMBIX U TOBOPSAT:
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— YTo BHI, 4ecTHBIE Tocnofa! 3ayeM crofga npuuin? HeyKiu BaM BO OBOpPIE MeCTa
MaJio, YTO XOTUTe Hac 13 00JI0oTa BEIKUBAThH?

Ha Te peuu oTBeuaeT GeccTpalIHbIi U3-3a KyCTa:

— Her, 3a mBoper1 BaM criacu6o! TonbKO JTyr-TO 3a4eM Bbl 3anmakocTunu? ITo HeM HU
IIPOUTH Tellephb, HU IIpoexaTu. Koy xoTute OBITH C HAMU B MUDPY, COEeIalTe Tak,
4yTOOBI HaM JIBOUM MOZKHO OBIJIO IIO0 3TOMY 00JIOTY KaXX[ObIM AeHb BEPXOM KaTaThCs, U
mauTe B TOM PacCIUCKY.

TonbpKo 4uTO ycmenu 6echbl HanucaTh PACIUCKY, KaK IIPHUIIIO0 BpeMsi MepTBellaM
OpaThCs: KaK BCKOYaT, Kak O6pocaTcs! HeuncTrle ¢ ucnyry B 60710TO TOKUOAJIUCH, B
caMble TITy0OOKMe OMYTHI ITPOBAJIMIINCh; @ MEPTBEIIBI-TO CLEIIUIINCh APYT C APYXKKOIO,
IO KPOBU IlepellapalaaucChk... 3aKpudaau IeTyXu — U IIOBaJIUIUCh OHU Ha 3eMIJII0
Oe3nbIxaHHBIE, HEIIOBUXKHEIE.

BeccTpamubiii 6apuH CXBATHJII PACIIMCKY U yOpal CBOUX MOKOMHUKOB, @ HAYTPO
BBIPHIJT HA ABOPE OOMBIIYIO IMY, OJIOKHUI UX Ty[da JTUIIOM KHU3Y, 3aKOJIOTUIT
KaX[aoMy II0 OCHHOBOMY KOJIy B CIIMHY ¥ 3aKHIOaJl 3eMJIEI0: C TEX IOP ITOIHO
BCTaBaTh 10 HOYAM [ia IlaparnaTthcsi! B CKopoM BpeMeHU IIyCTHUJI KOPOJIb KITUY 110
BCEMY CBOEMY I'OCYIapCTBY: HE CMOXKET JIM KTO YYUHUTD, 4YTOOBI TOTO 60JI0Ta HE
OBI710, a OBITT OBl IIO-ITPEKHEMY 3€JIEHBIN IyTr? — U 00elas B Harpaay 3a TO BEJIUKOU
Ka3HOU I0KajoBaTh. HeT, HUKTO He BBI3BAJICA. BCIOMHMI KOPOJIb IPO
O6eccTpairHoro 6apuHa, IIOCHIAaeT 3a HUM, U HadaJl HaKJlagbklBaTh Ha HETO Ty
cnyk0y HEJIETKYIO.

— Baime Benmu4ecTBO, — OTBeYaeT OECCTPAIIHBIM, — S TOTO 60JI0Ta He CMOTY
cIesiaTh IIO-CTApPOMYy 3€JIE€HBIM JIyTOM, a CMOT'y IO HeM IIpoeXaTh BEPXOM Ha
JIOIIAH.

— Yto TBI! ASTb IOTOHYTH XOYEIh?
— HebGocb, — roBopuT, — HE MOTOHY!

ToT4ac KOpoyb coOpa CBOIO CBUTY U CKa3kiBaeT: «BoT-me GeccTpalrHbiii 6apuH Tak
1 TaK ImoxBaJssieTcs!» Bce rilaBHbIE MUHUCTPHI M CEHATOPHI YOUBUINUCS: «BO3bMU C
HAcC, — rOBOPST OECCTPAIIHOMY, — II0 ISITH THICSY, KOJIK 9TO CHEJIAeIlhb!»
3aKpenuiu yroBop, ocenyanu foOPoro KOHsI, U MOILTH BCe Ha TO JUBO CMOTPETH.

BeccTpamHbiii 6apuH cesl Ha KOHSI, HAIlyCTUJI Ha ce0s1 CMeIOCTh U IT0OCKaKaJl IIPsSMOo
B TPSICUHY; pa3be3kaeT cebe 1o 60JI0Ty, CJIOBHO II0 TJIagKOMY MECTY, a Hapo[
TJIAOUT — TOJBKO axaeT! BoT 3abpaji 0H ¢ MUHHUCTPOB [la C CEHAaTOPOB MHOT0€
MHOKECTBO IeHer U CTaJjl C TO! IIOPHI, C TOT0 BpeMeHU KaXObll AJeHb 110 60I0TYy
pas3rynuBaTh. Maio TOro, YTO CaM KaTaeTCs: U CIIyTry ¢ coboit 6epéT! [IpocTo HET
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YepTsAM CIIOKOIO: THEM OaprHa BO3AT, a 10 HouaM I10o 6ejly CBEeTY PBLICKAIOT [a
mopaei cmyiaioT! ITobexkanu OHU K CTapoOM-CTapol BegbMe U IaBall el KIIaHSThCS,
oaBal ee€ yIpallinBaTh:

— BaOymka-ronyOymka! Hay4du Hac, moxkanyucTa, Kak Obl HaM O0eCCTpalIHoro
OapuHa co cBeTy CKUThH? COKpPYIINJI Hac NPOKIATHIM! KaxKabili meHb pa3be3KaeT
1o 00JIOTy, @ MBI IOBUHHEI €T0 IMOAAEePKKUBATh BMECTE C JIOIIalbl0; HET HaM CIIOKOIO
HU Ha MUHYTOYKYy! CKOJIBKO XOIllb — 30JI0Ta IPUTAIIUM, TOJILKO BEIpy4YM 13 Oennbl!

— Ox BHI, oypHBIe! CaMu He goragaeteck! CMOTpUTE XK: 3aBTPa, Kak IIpueneT OH
TYSITh 110 O0JIOTY, BBl JOIYCTUTE €TI0 [0 CEPEeOUHLI, 1a ITOTOM U OPOCHTE; MYCTh
IMpoBanuTcs — O6yneT BaM OapuH!

Ha mpyro# geHb cen 6ecCcTpalllHbIi Ha CBOETro HoOPOTro KOHS U IToexasl Ha 00JI0To
T'yJIsiTh; HOCKAKaJl 10 CePEOUHBl — TYT YePTU OTCTYIIUJINCh, OTCKOYUIU OT HETO B
pa3Hble CTOPOHHI, U 3alllyMeJl OH COBCEM C JIOIIaAbio B TapTapaphsl Ha caMoe THO.
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