Be3HOoruM M CJIenonu 0orarbipHu

B HeKOTOpOM LIapCTBEe, B HEKOTOPOM T'OCyOapCTBe KUJI-OLIIT IIaph C LAPUIEI0; ¥ HUX
ObINT ChIH MBaH-IITapeBUY, @ CMOTPETh-TTISIIETh 3a [[apeBUYeM IPUCTABJIEH OB
KaTtoma-msagpka gyboBas miarka. Llaps ¢ apuileio JOCTUTIU OPEBHUX JIET,
3abosieny ¥ He YaloT YK BHI3[OPOBETh; IIPU3LIBAIOT MBaHa-IlapeBUYa U
HaKa3bLIBAIOT:

— Korpga MBI TOMpPEM, THI BO BCEM CIIyIIaiics U ImouyuTail KaTtomMy-gsabKy oyOO0BYyIO
LIaIKy; CTaHEUIb CIyIIaThCAd — CYACTJIMB OyOelllb, a 3aX04elllb ObITh OCIYIITHUKOM
— Ipomnagenib Kak Myxa.

Ha mpyroi# meHb Llaphb C llapullelo momMepnu; MBaH-1lapeBUY ITOXOPOHUI POOUTEJIEN
U CTaJl )KUTh 110 UX HaKa3y: YTO HU JeraeT, 000 BCEM C OSObKON COBET IEPIKUT.
Ilonro mu, KOPOTKO U — AOMLIEN I[apeBUY [0 COBEPIIEHHHIX JIeT U HagyMal
KEHUTHCS; IPUXOOUT K ASIIbKE U TOBOPUT EMY:

— KaTtoma-gsgbka myOoBas manka! CKy4HO MHE OQHOMY, X04UY OXKEHUTBHCS.

— YTo Xxke, mapeBud! 3a yeM peso ctano? JleTa TBOU TaKOBHL, UTO IOPa U O HEBECTE
OyMaTh; IIOAU B OOJIBIIYIO IajlaTy — TaM BCeX IlapeBeH, BCeX KOPOJIEBEH MOPTPETH
coOpaHbl, OTISAU Oa BeIOepH: KaKasi IIOHPABUTCS, 3a Ty M CBaTaucCs.

HBaH-11apeBUY IOIIEN B OOJIBIIYIO ITajaTy, Hayaa nepecMaTpuBaTh HOPTPETHI, U
MpHUIIJIach €My 110 MBICTIM KOpojieBHa AHHa [IpekpacHass — TakKas KpacaBHIIa,
KaKoOl BO BCEM cBeTe Opyrou HeT! Ha ee mopTpeTe nmoAanucaHo: KOMW KTO 3aJacT eu
3araziky, a KOpoJieBHa He OTrajilaeT, 3a TOrO ITOUAET OHa 3aMyXK; a Ybl0 3aragkKy
oTrajaeT, C TOTO rojioBa A0Jioi. BaH-1lapeBUY MPOYUTall 3Ty HOOIUCH,
PaACKpPY4YMHUIICS U UOET K CBOEMY HOSIObKE.

— Brin 51, — roBopuT, — B OOJIBIIOM TaslaTe, BEICMOTPEN cebe HeBeCTy AHHY
[TpekpacHYyI0; TOJILKO He Bellaio, MOXKHO JIU €€ BhICBATaTh?

— Ia, mapeBud! TpyoHO €€ mocTaTh; KOJIU OOWH ITOEeOellb — HU 3a 4YTO He
BBICBaTaelllb, a BO3bMEIIL MeHs C co00M Aa Oymellb JenaTh, Kak s CKaxy, — MOXKET,
Oeso U YIaguTCs.

I/IBaH-L[apeBI/I‘-I IIPOCHUT KaTOMy-JIHJIBKy JIY6OBYIO IIaIIKy €XaTb C HUM BMECTE U JIaéT
€My BEPHO€ CJIOBO CIIYIIAThCA €TI0 X1 B TOPE U B PaOJOCTH.
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BoT cobpanuchk OHM B IyTh-IOPOTY U ITOEeXalii cBaTaTh AHHY [IpeKpacHYyI0
KOpOJiIeBHY. ENyT OHU rof, U OPYTrOM, U TPEeTUH, U 3aexXajiyd 3a MHOTO 3eMeJlb.
l'oBoput MBaH-11apeBUY:

— EnmeM MBI, Os11151, CTOJIBKO BpeMeHHU, TpubnuxkaeMcs K 3eMiisiM AHHBI [IpekpacHoOU
KOPOJIEBHEI, a He 3HaeM, KaKylo 3aragkKy 3aragblBaTh.

— Emé ycmeeM BeIgyMaTh!

EnyT manviie; KaToMa-gsabKa gy0oBas 1alka I'JISHYJI Ha JOPOry — Ha Jopore
JIEXKUT KOIIIEJIEK C AeHbl'aMU; ceildac ero IOAHSJI, BEICHIIAJ OTTy[a BCe JeHbI'U B
CBOH KOIIIEJIEK ¥ TOBOPUT:

— BoT Tebe u 3aranka, MBaH-1lapeBud! Kak npueneIs K KOPOJIEeBHE, 3arajiau eu
TaKUMH CJIOBAMU: €XaJIU-Ie MBI IIyTEM-TOPOT0I0, YBUOAJIN: HAa HOPOTe MoOPOo JIEeKHUT,
MBI 1OOpPO JOOPOM B3SJIM ia B CBOE HOOPO IMOIOXKUMM! OTy 3aragky e B XKU3Hb He
pasrazaTh; a BCAKYIO APYTI'yIO ceryac y3HAeT — TOJIbKO B3TJITHET B CBOIO
BOJIIIIEOHYIO KHUTY; a KakK y3HaeT, TO U BEJIUT OTPyOUTh Tebe rojIoBy.

Bort, HakoHe1, npuexasn MBaH-1lapeBuY C OsObKOI0 K BEICOKOMY ABOPILY, T'Ie
ITpOoXKUBajia IIpeKpacHasi KOpPOJIeBHA; B Ty MOPYy-BpeMedyKo Obljla OHa Ha OalKoHe,
yBUOalla IPUEe3XKUX U ITocjlajia y3HaTh: OTKy[da OHU U 3a4ueM npuobsinu? OTBedYaeT
HBaH-11apeBUY:

— Tlpuexan s U3 TAKOT0-TO IIapPCTBa, X0Uy cBaTaTh 3a cebss AHHY [IpekpacHy1o
KOPOJIEBHY.

[omoxunu 0 TOM KOPOJIEBHE; OHA MpHKa3aja, YTOOH [TapeBUY BO OBOPEI] IIIET Aa
IIPU BCEX €€ OYMHBIX KHA3bSIX M 00spax 3arajgky 3aragbiBajl.

— YV MeHs1, — MOJIBHJIa, — TAaKOW 3aBeT MOJIOXKEH: eC/IN He 0Trafalo Ybek 3aragki,
3a TOTO MHE€ UOTHU 3aMyX, a 9YbIO OTTragal0 — TOTO 37101 cCMepTHu Hpe)IaTB!

— Cnyma#, mpekpacHasi KOpojieBHa, MO0 3arajiky, — roBopuT MBaH-IlapeBUY, —
exaJii MBI ITyTEM-IOPOT0I0, YBUAAIM — Ha JOpore gJoOpo JIeKuT, MbI JOOPO JoOpoM
B3sIJTH [1a B JOOPO ITOJIOKUIIHN.

AnHa IIpekpacHasi KOpojeBHa OepET CBOIO BOJIIIEOHYIO KHUTY, Hadyasla eé
ImepecMaTpPUBaATh, a OTTagKM Pa3bICKUBATh; BCIO KHUTY IlepeOpasa, a TOJIKy He
moOumnacs.

TyT myMHBIE KHSI3bS 1 00sTpe MIPUCYOUIN KOPOJIEBHE BEIXOMUTEH 3aMyXK 3a
MBaHa-IlapeBrUYa; XOTh OHA ¥ He pajia, a [ejlaTh Heuero — cTajia TOTOBUTHLCS K
cBapmpOe. [lymaeT caMma ¢ co60i KOpojieBHA: KaK Obl BpeMs MMPOTSHYTh fa XKeHuXa
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oTOBITH? M B3myMasia — YTPYOUTH €T0 BeJIUKUMU CcityKO0amu. [IpusriBaeT oHa
HBaHa-11apeBUYa ¥ TOBOPUT EMY:

— Munsii Mol UBaH-LIapeBUY, MyK HapedeHHbIN! Hago HaM K cBagbOe
U3TOTOBUTHCS; COCIIYy2KH-Ka MHE CIIy?K0y HEBEJIUKYyI0: B MOEM KOPOJIEBCTBE Ha
TaKOM-TO MeCTe CTOUT OOJIbIIION YYT'YHHBIM CTOJIO; IIepeTally ero B ABOPIIOBYIO
KYXHIO U CpyOU B MeJIKHe MOJIeHbsI — II0Bapy Ha ApoBa.

— ITomunyt, KoponeBHa! Hemto st mpuexar ciofa ApoBa pyouTs? Moé nmu 9To gerno!
Ha to y MeHs cnyra ectb: KaToma-gsimbKa ny6oBas I1amnka.

Cettuac nIpu3bIBaeT IJapeBUY ASIObKY U IPUKa3bIBaeT eMy IIPUTAIUTD B KYXHIO
YYTYHHBIM CTOIO U CPYyOUTHL €Tro B MeKHe MOoJIeHbs IToBapy Ha JpoBa.
KaToma-msagpKa mouen Ha cCKa3aHHOe MeCTO, CXBAaTHJI CTOJIO B OXaNKy, IIPUHEC B
OBOPIIOBYIO KyXHIO U pa30uil Ha MeJIKHe YacTH; YeThipe YyTYHHBIX IT0JIeHa B35
cebe B KapMaH — «[JIs IIepeny TOguTCcs!»

Ha gpyrou gmeHbs rOBOpPUT KOpPOJieBHa MBaHy-lapeBUYYy:

— Mureiii MOM IIapeBUY, HApeUYEHHBIM MyK! 3aBTpa HaM K BEHIIy eXaTh: 5 IToeqy B
KOJISICKe, a Thl BEepXOM Ha 00raTBIPCKOM Kepebile; HamoOHO Tebe 3arofs 00be3aUTh
TOTO KOHSI.

— CraHy s caM 00be3kaTh KoHsi! Ha To y MeHs ciIyra ecTb.
[TpusriBaeT UBaH-1apeBrdY KaToMy-OsiabKy OyOOBYIO IIANKY.

— CrTymaii, — TOBOPUT, — Ha KOHIOIIHIO, BeJIM KOHI0OXaM BBEIBECTH OOTAaTHIPCKOI0O
KepebIla, CAOb HA HETO ¥ 00BE3[M; 3aBTpa 5 Ha HEM K BEHIIY MOEMy.

KaTtoMma-msimpKa CMEKHYJI XUTPOCTH KOPOJIEBHEI, HE CTaJl JOJIT0 Pa3roBapuBaTh,
MIOIIENT Ha KOHIOIIHIO 1 BeJleJl KOHI0XaM BBIBECTH OOTaTBIPCKOTO XKepeodiia.
CobOpanock mBeHaaIlaTh KOHIOXOB; OTIEPJIM ABEeHAAllaTh 3aMKOB, OTBOPUIIH
OBEeHaIIlaTh OBePey U BLIBEIU BOJIIIEOHOTO KOHS Ha OBeHAAIATH JXKeJIe3HBIX IeIsX.
KaTtoma-msagpka gyOoBast MIalrka IMOOOIIEN K HeMY; TOJIBKO yCIIeNI CeCTh —
BOJIIIIEOHBIM KOHb OT 3€MJIU OTHOEJISIETCSI, BHIIIE JIECY IMOOLIMAETCS, YTO ITOBHIIIIE
JIECY CTOSTYEeTro, ITIOHUKe oOTaKa XOOsa4ero.

KaTtoma Kpenko CUOuT, OODHOU PYKOU 3a I'PUBY OEPKUTCH, a OPYTrOM BEIHUMaET U3
KapMaHa YyT'yHHOe€ II0JIEHO ¥ HaQUWHAaEeT 3TUM II0JIEHOM IPOMEKY yIIed KOHSA
ocaxuBaTh. V130U OOHO IIOJIEHO, B35JICA 3a OAPYyToe, OBa U30uUJI, B3SJICA 3a TPETHE,
TPpU U30HUJI, IIOIIJIO B XOJ YeTBEPTOe. M Tak OOHSJI OH OOraThIPCKOTO Kepeblia, 4To
He BBIIepzKaJl KOHb, BO3TOBOPUJI YE€JI0BEYECKUM I'OJI0OCOM:
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— Bartiomka Katoma! OTmycTu XOTh )KUBOTO Ha OeJjibiii cBeT. YTO XOYellb, TO U
IIpUKa3bIBali: BCE OyHOeT mo-TBoeMy!

— Cnymai, cobaube Msico! — oTBedaeT eMy Katoma-gsabka ny6oBas Ianka. —
3aBTpa noepgeT Ha TeOe K BeHIly BaH-lapeBUu4d. CMOTPU K€: KaK BHIBEOYT TeO0s
KOHIOXU Ha IIUPOKUU OBOP Ha IIOOOUMET K TeOe IlapeBrUY U HaJIOKHUT CBOIO PYKY —
THI CTOM CMHPHO, YXOM He IIOIIEeBEJIH; a KaK CAOEeT OH BEPXOM — ThI I10 CaMble
LIETKY B 3€eMJIIO IOJIa¥CA Oa UOU IION HUM TSKEJIBIM I1aroM, CJIOBHO y TeOs Ha
CIIMHE HelOMepHas TATroTa HaKjaJeHa.

BO]"aTBIpCKI/Iﬁ KOHBb BHICJIYIIAQJI ITPHUKA3 U OIIYCTHUJICA €Jie 2KMB Ha 3€MIJIIO. KaTtoma
YXBATHUII €TI0 3a XBOCT U 6pOCI/IJI BO3Ji€ KOHIOIITHMU:

— O, Kyuepa u KoHioxu! YOepuTe B CTOIIIO 3TO coOauybe MsICO.

[oxpanucek Opyroro OHs; MOAOIINIO BPpeMs K BEHIy eXxaTh, KOPOJIEBHE KOJISICKY
nopanu, a UBary-napeBrdy 00raTBIPCKOro kKepebna nmoasenu. Co BCceX CTOPOH
Hapop cOexascsi — BUOUMO-HeBUAUMO! BrIlinu u3 mamgaT Oe10KaMeHHBIX JKEeHUX C
HEBECTOI0; KOPOJIEBHA CeJla B KOJISICKY U OOXKUOAETCs: YTO-TO OymeT C
HWBanoM-tapeBudeM? BoniieOHBIM KOHb PAa3HECET €ro KyapH II0 BETPY, Pa3MbIUueT
€ro KOCTH I10 YuCTy moto. [Togxoogut MBaH-1TapeBUY K kKepelIily, HaKIaablBaeT
PYKYy Ha COUHY, HOTY B CTPEMEHO — kKepebel] CTOUT CIIOBHO BKOIIAHHEIM, yXOM He
meBenbHET! Cen qapeBUY BEPXOM — BOJIIIEOHBIN KOHB IO IMIETKU B 3€MJIIO YIIET;
CHSIJIN C HETO ABEeHa[llaTh Liellell — CTajl KOHb BHICTYIaTh POBHBIM TSKEIIBIM
11aroM, a C CaMoro II0T IpaZioM TakK M KaTUTCs. «JKuM 6oraThlpb! OKas cuna
HemoMepHas!» — roBOPUT HApOX, IS0 Ha LlapeBuda. [lepeBeHYanu xXeHuxa C
HEBEeCTOI0; CTaJIu OHU BBHIXOOUTH U3 LIEPKBU, B3JIU OPYT APYXKKY 3a PYKH.
B3gymanocs KOpOJIeBHE ellé pa3 MoNbITaTh CUly MBaHa-IlapeBuda, cxKajla eMy
PYKY TaK CUJIbHO, YTO OH HE CMOT BBIIEepzKaTh: KPOBb B JIUIIO0 KUHYJIACh, I1a3a IO[
7100 ymnu. «Tak Thl 9TaKUM-TO OOTaThIPph, — OAyMaeT KOPOJIeBHA, — CJIaBHO K€ TBOU
OsO0bKa MeHS OIlyTall... TOJIBKO JapoOM BaM 3TO He MPOoUumeT!»

2KuséT AnHa [IpekpacHas KOpojieBHa ¢ MiBaHOM-IlapeBUYeM Kak 1mojgobaeT xKeHe C
OoromaHHBIM MYy’KeM, BCIUECKHM eTr0 CJIOBaMU yJelllaeT, a caMa OJHO MBICJIUT:
KakuM Obl TO crtocob6oM usBectu KaToMy-msaapKy Oy0OOBYIO IIANIKY; C llapeBudyeM 0e3
OAOBbKY HETPYOHO ynpaBUThCs! CKOJIBKO HU BEIMBIIIJISAJIa OHA BCAKUX HAaroBOPOB,
VBaH-11apeBUY He IOAOABAJICS Ha €€ pedu, BCE CoKaJiell CBOero OaObKy. Yepes rox
BpEeMEeHU TOBOPUT OH CBOEU XKEHE:

— JIro6e3Hast MosI CYNIPYyKHHUIIA, ITPeKpacHas KoposeBHa! 2KemaeTcss MHe eXaThb
BMecTe C ToOOM B CBOE IOCyHapCTBO.

— IMoxkany#, moegeM; MHE CaMOU [aBHO XOUEeTCS YBUOATh TBOE rOCyHapCTBO.
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BoT cobpanuck u moexanu; asaabKy KaToMy 3a Kydepa mocamunu. Exanu-exanu;
HBaH-11apeBud 3acHYJI noporow. Bapyr AuHa [IpekpacHast KOpoJjieBHa cTajia ero
OyouTh ga Kajio0y IPUHOCHUTD:

— Ilocny1iaii, apeBUd, THI BCE CIIUIIb — HUYETrOo He CIIBIINIIL! A TBOU OsAObKa
COBCEM MEHS He CJIylllaeT, HapO4YHO IIPaBUT JIOIIafed Ha KOUYKU [Ja PEITBUHBL —
CJIOBHO M3BECTU Hac cobupaeTcs; cTaja s eMy 0OOpOM rOBOPUTh, @ OH HaJlO MHOU
HacMexaeTcs. 2KUTh He X04y, KOJIU ero He HaKaXKells!

HBaH-ITapeBUY KPENKO CIPOCOHOK PacCcepauIcs Ha CBOETO0 OSAAbKY U OTHal ero Ha
BCIO BOJIIO KOPOJIEBHUHY: «]Jlenal ¢ HUM, 4TO caMa 3Haeub!» KoposneBHa nmpuka3sana
oTpyOuTh ero Horu. Katoma gasncs eu Ha nopyranue. «IIyctb, — gymMaeTt, —
IIoCTpapalo; a M IJapeBUd y3HaeT — KaKOBO I'Ope MEBIKATh!»

Otpyounu KatoMme-gsigbke o6e Horu. [siHyJIa KOpoJieBHA KPYTroM U yBHUIajla: CTOUT
B CTOPOHE BBEICOKMU I1€Hb; II03BaJia CJIyT M IIpHKa3aJjia II0OCaJuTh ero Ha 9TOT IIeHb, a
HBaHa-11apeBrUYa IIpHBsi3ajia Ha BEPEBKe K KOJISICKe, IIOBEPHYJIa Ha3af U Iloexasia B
CBOE KOpoJieBCTBO. KaToma-msanpKa my6oBas Ilanka Ha ITHE CUOUT, TOPhKUMU
cle3aMu Ijiayder.

— Ilpommau, — rosoput, — WBaH-11apeBud! BCOOMHUIIE 1 MEHS.

A ViBaH-1lapeBUY BIPUMIPHIKKY 3a KOJISICKOI0 O€XKUT; caM 3HAeT, YTO Maxy dajl, Aaa
BOPOTUTH HeNb3s. [Ipuexasna KoposeBHa AHHa [IpekpacHasi B CBOE TOCyIapCTBO U
3acTaBuiia MBaHa-IlapeBrYa KOPOB NacTHU. KaxXKabiil feHb MOyTPY XOOUT OH CO
CTaAIOM B YHCTOE II0JIe, a BeYepOM Ha3all Ha KOPOJIEBCKHUM OIBOP TOHUT; B TO BpEMS
KOpOJieBHA Ha 6aJTKOHe CUOUT U IIOBEePsieT: BCe JIU CUETOM KOPOBHI? [lepecuuTaeT u
BEJIUT WX IIapeBHUYYy B capad 3arOHSTH [a ITOCIeOHIO KOPOBY MO XBOCT I1€JI0BATh;
9Ta KOPOBA TakK yXK U 3HAET — OOUOET A0 BOPOT, OCTAHOBUTCS U XBOCT IIOLIMET...

KaTtoma-gsanpKa CUOUT Ha IIHE AeHb, U OPYroM, U TPETUU He IUBIIH, HE eBIIU;
CJIe3Th HUKAK He MOXKeT, IPUXOOUTCS ITIOMUPaTh I'OJI0OHOI0 cMepTuio. HeBoaneke
OT 9TOT'0 MecTa OBLI TYCTOM JIeC; B TOM JIECY IIPOXKHUBAJI CJIETION CUIILHOMOTYYUH
OoraTheIph; TOJIBKO TEM U KOPMUJICS, YTO KaK YCJIBIIIUT II0 AyXY, UYTO MUMO €ro
KaKoU 3Beph Ipobexkasi: 3asdl], JIica JIi, MedBeab I — celdac 3a HUM B IIOTOHIO;
noriMaeT — u o6en roToB! BelT 60oraTHIPh Ha HOT'Y CKOP, U HU OOQHOMY 3BEPIO
MIPHICKy4YeMy He yaaBajioch yoexaTh OT Hero. BoT u CJIy4usoch Tak:
ITPOCKOJIb3HYJIa MUMO JIKCca; OoraThIph YCIBIXaJll fa Bciiel 3a Helo; OHa mobexasa [0
TOTO BBICOKOT'O ITHS U [lajla KOJIEHO B CTOPOHY, a CJIeIol 60raThIph IIOTOPOIIUIICS HOa
c pa3bery Kak ygapuTtcs Ji60M o IleHb — TaK C KOPHEM er0 U BEIBOPOTHII.

KaToma cBanuics Ha 3eMJII0 U CIIpaIllnBa€T:

— T&BI KTO TAKOB?
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— 91 — cnemnoit 60raTHIPh, JKUBY B JIeCY TPUAIATH JIET, TOJIBKO TEM M KOPMIJIIOCS,
KOJIM KaKOT0 3Beps IoKMalo fa Ha KOCTpe 3akapio; a To 6 JaBHO ITOMeP T'OJI0HOI0
CcMepTHuro!

— Heyxkenu XK THI OTPORY CJIENIOu?
— Her, He oTpony; a MHe BBEIKOJIOJIA I'Jla3da AHHa [IpekpacHas KOpoJjieBHa.

— Hy, 6paT, — roBoput KaTtoma-gsigbKa myOoBasi IIanKa, — U s 4Yepe3 He€ 6e3 HOoT
ocTasncs: o6e oTpyOuia IpoKisTas!

PasroBopunuck 60raTeIpu IpoMezK COO0M ¥ COTIaCUIUCh BMECTE XKUTh, BMECTE
xJ1e6 mob6rIiBaTh. Cernoi ToBOPUT OE3HOTrOMY:

— Capuch Ha MEeHS la CKa3bIBall JOPOTY; S ITOCIYyXKYy Tebe CBOMMHU HOTaMH, a Thl
MHE CBOUMH I'Jla3aMU.

B3 o 6e3HOrOr0 U roHEC Ha cebe, a KaToma cuauT, 1o CTOpOHAM IOTJIIALIBAET
Oa 3Hau nokpukusaeT: «Hampaso! Haneso! Ilpsamo!..»

Kunu oHm 3TaK HEKOTOPOE BpPeMsI B JIeCy U JIOBUH ceOe Ha o0e[ 1 3alIleB, U
JIUCUII, U MenBenel. [oBOpUT pa3 Oe3HOTUM:

— Heyknu K HaM BeCbh BeK 0e3 mofed mpoxkuTh? CIIbIIIan s, YTO B TAKOM-TO
ropofe XKUBET OOoTraThIM KYIEel C IOYKOI0, ¥ Ta KyrnedyeckKas Mo4b Kyaa Kak
MUJIOCTUBA K yOorum u yBeuHbsiM! CaMa BCeM MUJIOCTHIHIO IOJIAET. YBE3EM-KA,
opart, e€! IIycTb y Hac 3a XO3IUKY KUBET.

Crnemno# B35 TEIEXKKY, ITOCaausl B Heé 0e3HOroro W MOBE3 B TOPO, IPSIMO K
foraToMy Kymily Ha OBOP; yBUOajla UX U3 OKHA KyIlledyecKas J04Yb, TOTYAC BCKOYHJIIA
¥ TIOIIJIa OOEJISITh UX MUIOCTHIHEI0. [TomoIiia K 6e3HOroMy:

— Ilpumu, yOOKeHbKUM, XpUCTa paau!

Ctan oH IpUHUMATh NONassHUE, YXBATUJI €€ 3a PYKU Ja B TeJIeXKKy, 3aKpruyall Ha
CJIenioro — TOT mo0ezkaJsl TaK CKOpPO, YTO Ha Jiomaaax He norMarts! Kymen nmocnan
IIOTOHIO — HET, He JOoTHalu. boraTeipu NpuBe3/u KyIledeCcKyl J0Yb B CBOIO JIECHYIO
u30yUIKy U TOBOPSAT eu:

— Bynp HaM 3aMecTO pOOHOM CECTPHI, )KUBU Yy HAC, XO3IMHNWYAN; a TO HaM,
YBEYHBLIM, HEKOMY oOefa CBapuTh, pyOallek moMbITh. bor Tebs 3a 3TO He OCTaBUT!

Ocranmachk C HUMU KynedecKas 0o4b; O0raThHIpU €€ MOYUTasu, JI00UIIH, 3a POOHYIO
cecTpy Mpu3HaBaJik; CaMU OHU TO U [eJI0 Ha 0X0Te, a Ha3BaHas CecTpa 3aBceryaa
IoMa: BCEM XO3SIMCTBOM 3alpaBiisieT, o0ed TOTOBUT, O€JIbE MOET.
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BoT u moBagumachk K HUM B U30YIIKY XOOUTh Oaba-sira KOCTsSIHasi HOTa M COcaTh y
KpPAaCHOU [IEBUIIbI, KyIIeYyeCKol mouepw, 6esible rpyau. TOIbKO G0TaThIPU Ha OXOTY
yuayT, a 6aba-sira TyT Kak TyT! [JoJIT0 11, KOPOTKO JIX — CIiaja C JIuIla KpacHas
OeBUlIa, ITOXyAea-3axuperia; CJIenol Hudero He BUuauT, a Katoma-gsigpka myboBast
IIIalTKa 3aMedYaeT, YTO OeJi0o HeJlaJHO; CKa3aJll IIPOo TO CJIETIOMY, M IPUCTAIU OHU
BOBOEM K CBOEM Ha3BAaHOM CeCTpuIle, Hayalu OolpallnBaTh, a 6aba-ara eu
HAKpPeIKO 3allpeTusia Ipu3HaBaThCcs. [Jonro 60s1ach OHAa TOBEPUTH UM CBOE TOPE,
OOJITO KPEeIuiiach, fa, HaKOHel, OpaThsi €€ YTOBOPUIIU, U OHA BCE JOYUCTA
paccka3zana: «Bcsikui pa3, Kak YUOETe Bbl HA OXOTY, TOTYAC SIBISIETCS B U30OYIIKY
OPEBHSISA CTapyxa — JIMIIO 3/II0IIee, BOIoca [AJIUHHBIE, CEIble — U 3aCTaBJIsIeT MEHS
B T'OJIOBE €l MCKaTh, @ CaMa COCET MOM TPyau Oesibie».

— A, — roBopuT cienou, — 3To — 6aba-Aara; IOTOOM Ke, Halo C HEU I0-CBOEMY
pa3menaThesi! 3aBTpa MBI He IOWAEM Ha OXOTY, a ITOCTapaeMcs 3aJIy4UTh €€ Ja
IOuMaTh...

YTpoM Ha Opyro# meHb OOTraTHIPU HE UAYT Ha OXOTY.

— Hy, osigst 6e3HOTUl, — TOBOPUT CJIEIIOM, — I10JIe3ad THI II0[ JIaBKy, CMUPHEHBKO
CUOY, a 1 NOUAY Ha OBOP — IIO0[ OKHOM CTaHy. A ThI, CECTPULIA, KaK IIPUAET
6aba-sira, caguCh BOT 3[I€Ch, ¥ 3TOTO OKHA, B I'OJIOBE-TO Y HEM UIIU [1a ITIOTUXOHBKY
IPSIOU BOJIOC OTHEJIAN Ja 3a OKOHHUIY Ha OBOP IIPONyCKaii; s €€ 3a cefgble-To
KOCMBI 1 crpabacTaio!

Cka3aHO — cHelaHO. YXBaTHUJ cienou 6aby-ary 3a ceible KOCMBI 1 KDUUUT:

— O, gsansa KaTtoma! Brinesali-Ka U3-IIOM JIaBKU [a OpUAepKU exuaHyo 6aby, moka
s1 B u30y Boumy.

Baba-sira ycnbrxasna 6emy, Xo4eT BCKOYUTh, TOJIOBY IIPUIIOOHSATE — Kyma Tebe, HeT
coBceM xony! PBamachk-pBasack — HUUYEro He mocobisieT! A TyT BhIJIE3 U3-TIO]T JTaBKHU
osaps KatoMma, HaBauICcsa Ha He€ CIIOBHO KaMeHHasl ropa, IPUHSJICSA OYLIIUTD
0a0y-ary, axxHO He00 C OBUYMHKY el ImoKa3aiock! Bckoumun B u30yIIKYy CIIEnou,
TOBOPUT OE3HOTOMY:

— Hapo HaMm Teneps pa3BecTu OOIBIION KOCTEP, CXKEUb €€, IPOKJIATYI0, Ha OTHE, a
IereJi 10 BETPY IIyCTUTH!

Boamonumnack 6aba-sira:
— Bartromku, ronyouyuku! ITpocTuTe... 4TO YyrogHO, BCE BaM crenaio!

— Xopor1o, ctapas BegbMa! — cka3anu OoraTeipu. — [ToKaXkKu-Ka HaM KOJIOHe3b C
LeJII0IeN U XKUBYILEN BOLOIO.
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— Tonbko He OeliTe, ceryac MoKaxy!

Bot KaTtoma-msagbka oy0oBas IIallka CeJjl Ha CJIETIOro; CIenou B35 6a0y-ary 3a
KOCHI; Oaba-sira IoBeJia UX B JIECHYIO TPyII00y, IIpuBeja K KOJIOAe310 U TOBOPUT:

— OTO U eCThb Lellasa u KHUBYyIIad Bopa!

— CwmoTtpu, gagsa Katoma, — BBEIMOJIBUII CJIEIION, — HE OaBaull Maxy; KOJIM OHa
Ternepb 0OMaHeT — BBEK He ITOIIpaBUMCS!

KaTtoma-ganpka myOoBas IIanKa CJIIOMUII C fepeBa 3eJIEHYI0 BETKY U OPOCUII B
KOJIofe3b: He ycCIlesla BeTKa [0 BOABI NOJIeTETh, KaK YK BCSI OTHEM BCIBIXHYJIA!

— O, ma THI elé Ha oOMaH nouuIa!

[MTpuHsIUCh 60TaTHIPU OYIIUTE 0a0y-SITy, XOTSAT KUHYTh €€, ITPOKJIATYIO0, B OTHEHHBIN
KoJyofme3b. [Iy1e npekHero Bo3Monunachk 6aba-sara, aéT KISTBY BEIUKYIO, UTO
Telepb He CTaHeT XUTPUTh: «IIpaBo-CII0BO, MOBEOY [0 XOPOIIIEe! BOObI».

Cornacunuchk 60raTHIPH IIOINLITATh €€ pa3, U NpuBesa ux 0aba-sara K Ipyromy
Konopge3o. [Iaapka KaToMa OTIOMUII OT IepeBa CyXOU CY4YOK U OPOCHII B KOJIOLE3b:
He yCIIeJI TOT CY4YOK OO BOOHI IOJIETETh, KaK YK POCTKH IIYCTUJI, 3a3eJIeHeNT U
pacIBE.

— Hy, ato Bopga xopouast! — cka3san Katoma.

Criemoii TOMOYHII €10 CBOM T'Jla3a — M BMHUT IIPO3PeJI; OMyCTUa 6€3HOT0ro B BOAYy —
¥ BHIpOCIH y Hero Horu. O6a oOpamoBaIucCh U TOBOPST MeXK COOO0M:

— BoT Korma Mbl normrpaBuMcsi! Bcé CBO€ BOpOTHM, TOJIBKO HAIlepPED Hago C
0a0o0i-arol MOPEIINTh; KOJIU HaM €€ Tellepb MIPOCTUTh, TaK cCaMUM JoOpa He BUOATh
— OHAa BCIO XKU3Hb OyJeT 3710 MBICTIUTS!

BopoTunucek oHU K OTHEHHOMY KOJIOfe310 U Opocunu tyna 6aly-Ary: Tak OHa U
crunyal

ITocne Toro Katoma-gsimbKa myOoBasi ITanKa XKEHUJICS Ha KyIIe4YeCKOu mo4Yepu, u
BCe TPOE OTIIPABUJINCh OHU B KOPOJIeBCTBO AHHHEI [IpeKpacHOM BHIPYYaTh
HBana-mapeBu4da. CTany IIOOXOOUTH K CTOJITMYHOMY T'OPOMY, CMOTPSIT:
HBaH-11apeBUY TOHUT CTAg0 KOPOB.

— Crtou, nactyx! — roBoput Kartoma-gsagbka. — Kyza Thl 3TUX KOPOB TOHUIIB?
OTBeyaeT eMy LlapeBUY:
— Ha xoposneBCKu# OBOP T'OHIO; KOPOJIEBHA BCSIKUU pa3 caMa II0OBEPSET, BCe JIN

KOPOBHI.
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— Hy-ka, mactyx, Ha Tebe MO0 O€KY, HameBal Ha cebs, a 5T TBOIO HaJleHy U KOPOB
IIOT'OHIO.

— Hert, 6paT, aTOr0 HENb34 cHOenaTh; KOJIM KOPOJieBHA yBemaeT — Oefa MHe Oynert!

— He 0oiics, audero He 6yget! B Tom Tebe nopyka KaTtoma-gsanpka my6oBas
manka!

HBaH-11apeBUY B3OOXHYJI U TOBOPUT:

— OX, noOprii yesioBek! Ecnu Ovl 2kuB Obl1 KaTOMa-gsiabKa, 1 Obl He 1Iac B 1OJie
9TUX KOPOB.

Tyt Katoma-gssmbKa myOoBas IIalka CO3HAJICS €My, KTO OH TaKOB €CThb;
HMBaH-11apeBuY 00HSJI €r0 KPENKO U 3aJINJICS ClIe3aMu:

— He yagan u BuneTs Tebs!

[ToMeHsIHUCH OHU CBOUMU OfE€KaMHU; IIOTHAJ OAAbKa KOPOB Ha KOPOJIEBCKUU OBOP.
Anna IIpekpacHas BhIIIa Ha OaTKOH, IIOBEPUJIA, BCE JIM KOPOBHLI CUETOM, U
IIpUKa3aja 3aroHsATh UX B capaii. BOT Bce KOPOBHL B capail BOIIIU, TOIBKO
MIOCJIeAHSASI Y BOPOT OCTAHOBUJIACH M XBOCT OTTOIIbIpHUIIa. KaToMa IIOACKOYUII:

— TrI uero, cobaybe MSICO, HOXKUIOAEIILCI? — CXBATUJI €€ 3a XBOCT, IEPHYJI, TaK U
CTaluJ WKypy!

KoponeBna yBupana u KpU4UT FTPOMKUM I'OJIOCOM:
— Y10 37O Mep3asBell nacTyx fgejiaeT? B3sATh ero u IpuBecTh KO MHe!

Tyt cnyru nogxBatunu KatTomMy u moTalIuiau BO ABOPEL; OH UOET — He
OTrOBapuBaeTCsi, Ha ce0s HameeTcs. [IpuBesyi ero K KOPOJIeBHE; OHA B3TJISTHYJIA U
CIIpaIlluBaeT:

— ThI KTO TakOB? OTKyHa SABUJICS?

— A g TOT caMBlli, KOTOPOMY ThHI HOTU OTpPyOUsIa Oa Ha IIeHb [10cafuiia; 30ByT MeHs
KaTtoma-pganpka my6oBas mianka!

— Hy, — nymaeT KopoJjieBHa, — KOT'{la OH HOTY CBOM BOPOTHUJI, TO C HUM MYIOPHUTH
OoJbIille HeUero! — M cTajia y HEro u y IapeBrUda IIPOCUTH IIPOIIEHUS; TOKasiIach BO
CBOMX Tpexax U [ajia KJIsSTBY Be4yHo MBaHa-llapeBuYa JIIOOUTh U BO BCEM CIIyIIIAThCS.

HBaH-1lapeBHUY €€ MPOCTUI U HadaJsl KUTh C HEIO B TUIIIWMHE W COTJIACUU; IPU HUX
ocTaJiCcs criemnou 6oraTeiphb, a KaToMa-msigbKa yexas C CBOeIO KeHO0 K 60raToMy
KYIIITy ¥ TIOCEJIUJICS B €T0 [JOMeE.
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B HEKOTOpOM LIapCTBE, B HEKOTOPOM I'OCyHapCTBe KUJI-ObIJT TPO3HBIN LIaph —
CJIaBEH BO BCEX 3eMJISX, CTpAllleH BCEM KOPOJIIM U KOpOJieBhUYaM. 3agyMall 1japhb
KEHUTHCS U OTHAJ TaKOM yKa3 II0 BCEM I'OpofaM U CElaM:

— KTo0 HafIJIéT €My HEeBeCTY KpaCHee COJIHIIa, siCHee MeCsdlla U Oenee CHEery, TOoro
HarpaauT OH HECMETHBIM 6oraTCTBOM.

[Tomiza 0 TOM cjaBa II0 BCEMY 1IapCTBY; OT MaJioro A0 BEJIUKOr0 BCe CyOsT,
TOJIKYIOT, & HU €IVHBIN YeJI0BEK He BhI3BIBA€TCS OTBICKATh TaKyl0 KpaCaBHILY.
Hemaneko oT 1IapCKOT0 ABOPIAa CTOsIJI OOIBINION MUBOBAapEeHHBIN 3aBo. Cobparcs
Kak-To pabouuii Hapox M 3aBEJI pa3roBOpP, YTO BOT-Ie MOKHO OBl MHOTO [IeHET OT
aps MOJIy4YuTh, a T'Ie 9TaKyl HeBeCTy OOCTaTh!

— Ia, OpaTikl, — TOBOPUT OOUH MYXKUK, 10 uMeHu HukuTta Kontoma, — 6e3 MeHs
HUKOMY He HaWTHU [JI LJaps HEBECTHI; a KOJIX 51 BO3bMYCh, TaK HaBEPHO Haumgy!

— YTo THI, gypeHb, pacxBacTancs! I'me Tebe, K 4EPTY, 3TO meno coenath? EcTh
JIIOOYW 3HaTHBIE, OoraThle — He HaM 4eTa, Ja U Te XBOCTHI mmpuxKainu! Tebe u Bo cCHe
9TOT0 He IPUCHUTCS, a He TO YTO HaSBY...

— IIa y>K TaM KaK XOTHUTe, a I Ha ce0s HameloCh; CKal3asl: JOCTaHy — M JOCTaHy!

— Ox, Hukurta, He xBanuck! CaM Bepmaelb, [fapb y HaC ITPO3HEIN; 3a MYCTYIO
moxXBaib0y BEJIUT Ka3HUTH TeO0s.

— Heb6ochk He Ka3HUT, a IeHbraMM HarpaauT.

ToTyac mONOXKUIKM 3TU peyYu caMOMYy liaplo; Ijapbk 00paaoBaics U Bejie
npencTtaBuTh HUKUTY mepen cBou cBeTJible oun. Habexkanu cosypmaThl, CXBaTUIIN
Hukuty KonToMy U moTaluin BO ABOPEL]; a TOBAPHUILU eMy BCJIel KpudaT: «4To,
O6pat, moroBopuscsa? Tl myMaeIb C IapeéM mIyTKu myTuTh! Hy-Ka cTymay Tenepsb Ha
pacupaBy!» ITpuBogsiT HUKUTY B OOJIbIIIME ITAajIaThl; TOBOPUT €My I'PO3HLIN Iaph:

— Trl, HukuTa, moxsasselbcsi, 4YTO MOXKEIb JOCTAaTh MHE HEBECTY Kpallle COJIHIIA,
sSICHEeU Mecsila u 6esiee CHeTy?

— Mory, Ballle Be1u4ecTBO!

— Xoporro, 6paTetr! Konu THl MHE 3aCITyKHUIIL — Harpaxy Tebs Ka3HOIO0
HEeCMETHOIO U IIO0CTaBJIIO IIEPBEIM MUHUCTPOM; a KOJIM COBpajl — TO MOM Med, TBOS
rojioBa c nneu!

— Pap cTrapathbcs, Bale BenudecTBo! [IpuKaxkute Hanepén NOryasaTh MHE OOUH
MEeCHII.
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ITapb Ha 3TO OB COTJIaceH U Aajl HUKUTEe OTKPHITHIN JINCT 3@ CBOMM IIOIAIINCOM,
4yTOOBI BO BCEX TPaAKTHUPaXxX U XapueBHSIX OTIIyIIajiu eMy O0e30eHeKHO BCSAKUE
HAIMTKU U KyLIaHbs.

HukuTta KonToma mOIIEN IO CTONULIE TYJIATh: B KAKOM TPAKTUP HU 3alIET — TOJIBKO
IMOKazkKeT OTKPHITHIM JIMCT, TOTYAC HECYT eMy BC€E, 4ero gyia tpedyetT. ['ynseT oH
OEeHb, IBa U TPH, I'yJseT HeOesto, U APYTryI0, ¥ TPEThI0; BOT U CPOK BHIIIEJN. Bpemsa K
apio SABIATHCS; MOIIpoIinanca HukruTa ¢ CBOUMU NIPUATEJIAMH, IIPUXOOUT BO ABOpeEL]
U IIPOCHUT y IIaps codpaTh eMy OBeHaIlaTh JOOPHIX MOJIOAIIEB — POCT B POCT, BOJIOC
B BOJIOC ¥ T'OJIOC B T'OJIOC, fja IPUTOTOBUTH €€ TPUHAaAllaTh 0€JIOTKaHBIX IIaTPOB C
30JI0THIMU y30paMu. Y Iiaps KHUBO T'OTOBO: BMUT COOpaHbl MOJIOAIBI, ¥ IIIATPHI
IIOfeJIaHbI.

— Hy, Baillie Benu4ecTBO, — roBopuT Hukuta, — Ternepb coOMpanuTeCh Ia IIoegemMTe
3a HEeBeCTOIO.

Ocennany OHU CBOUMX MOOPBLIX KOHEM, HaBbIOUUIU MIATPHI; ITOCJIE TOTO OTCITYKUITHN
HAITyTCTBEHHBIN MOJieOeH, MPOCTUIIUCH C TPAICKUMU KUTEISIMH, CeJTM Ha KOHEH u
IIOCKAKaJIl — TOJILKO IIBIJIb CTOJIOOM!

EnoyT meus, u OBa, ¥ TP — CTOUT B YUCTOM I10JIe Ky3Huna. ['osoput Hukura:
— TToe3xkariTe c 60roM IpsIMo, a g MMoKa 3abery B Ky3HHUILY Ja 3aKyplo TPyOKy.

BxomuT B Ky3HHILy, @ B HEel IIITHAAATh Ky3HEIIOB XKeJjle30 KyIT, MOJIOTaMH
IMOCTYKUBAIOT.

— Bor momousb, 6paTiihl!
— Cnacu60, moOpHI YyenoBek!
— CpoemnaiTe MHe IIPYT B IATHAALATh IIyQ.

— CpenaTh-TO MBI He IIPOYb, a KTO CTaHeT XKeJjle30 IIoBopayuBaTh? [IaTHaOaTh
yn — He myTkal

— Hwuuero, OpaTiibi! Bel 6eiiTe MOJIoOTaMU, a 1 CTaHy IIOBOPA4YUBaTh.

Ky3He1lbl TpUHSIKNCH 3a pab0Ty U CKOBaJIX JKeJIe3HBIN IIPYT B NSATHAALATh Iy,
HukuTa B351J1 3TOT IIPYT, BHIIIE B I10JIe, ITIOAOPOCHII €T0 BBEPX Ha NMSITHAALATh
Ca’kKOH U IIOJICTABUJI CBOIO PYKY: JKeJIe3HBIM IPYT yIajl eMy Ha PyKy, O0TaThIPCKOU
KpPeIloCTHU He BhIJlepzKall — IIoIojiaM nepenomusics. Hukura KonromMa 3ammaTtun
Ky3HellaM 3a TPy/[Abl, OPOCUII UM M3JIOMaHHBIN IIPYT U yexal.

HaronsieT cBOMX TOBapHIllel; eOyT OHU eIl€ TPU OHS — ONSATh CTOUT B YMCTOM II0JIiE
Ky3HHUIIA.
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— Tloe3xkaliTe BIIEPEN, a A 3alily B Ky3HHUIly, — rOBOPUT HuUkKuTa.

Bomi€n B Ky3HUIly, a B HeU ABaAlLlaTh NSATh Ky3HEIOB XKeJjle30 KyI0T, MOJIOTaM#
IIOCTYKHBAIOT.

— Bor momous, pebsra!
— Cnacu60, goOpHIi YeloBekK!
— CkyuTe MHe IpPYyT B ABaALaTh OATh Iy,

— CkoBaTh — HEBaxKHOE AeJI0, Ia TAe TOT Cujiad, YTO CTOJILKO XKeJjie3a BopodYaTh
oymeT?

— ¢ cam Oymy BOopoYarTh.

B3sy1 oH gBafAaTh IATH Iy Kejle3a, pacKajiuil JOKpacHa M CTajll Ha HaKOBaJIbHE
IIOBOPAYMBaTh, @ Ky3HEIbl 3Ha#l MojioTaMu ObioT. CHoesiany IPyT B ABAAIATD ISATh
myn. HukuTa B3sJ1 TOT XKeJIe3HBIH ITPYT, BRIIIEN B II0JIe, MOOKUHYJI eT0 BBEPX Ha
OBaALaTh MISATh Ca’KOH U IMOACTABUII CBOIO PYKY. [IpyT ymapuscs o 60raThIPCKYIO
PYKY ¥ Pa3JIOMUJICS HAJIBOE.

— Her, He roguTtcsa! — ckalan Hukura, 3ariaTui 3a pa60Ty, CeJl Ha KOH{ U yeXall.
HaronsieT cBoux TOB&pHI.T.[GfI.

EnyT oHUM feHb, OPYIOM U TPETUU — ONSATh CTOUT B YMCTOM I10Jie Ky3HUIla. ['0OBOpUT
HukuTa ToBapuinam:

— TToe3xkaniTe BOEPEN, a 1 3aiy B Ky3HULY — TPYOKY 3aKypIo.

Bomén B KY3HHUIIY, a B HeU IISIThAeCAT KY3HEIIOB CTaPHKaA MYy4YdlOT: Ha HaKOBaAJIbLHE
cemou CTAPHUK JIE2ZKUT, JECATH YEeJIOBEK OepP2KaT €ro KJIelllaMH 3a 60po;1y, a COpPOK
MOJIOTaMH I10 O0KaM OCaxKHBaIoOT.

— Bbpartupl, noMmunynte! — KpUYUT CTAapPUK BO BECh rojioc. — OTIIyCTUTE OyLIYy Ha
IIoKasiHue!

— Bbor nomous! — rosoput Hukura.
— Cnacu60, moOpEIH 4esloBeK! — O0TBeUaloT Ky3HeIlHl.
— 3a 4TOo BHI CTapuKa My4daeTe?

— A BOT 3a 4TO: JOJI2KEH OH HaM BCeM I10 py0IIio, a He OTHAET; KakK Ke He OUTh
ero?

— DKUM HeCcUacCTHBIN, — OyMaeT HukuTa, — 3a OATHOECAT PyOJIEB Ja 9TaKylo Ka3Hb
IIpUHUMaAeT.
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U roBoput Ky3HeLaM:
— Ilocnymaiite, 6paTLbl, 1 BaM 3a HETO IJIaTENIbIIUK, OTIIYCTUTE CTapuKa Ha BOJIIO.

— W3Bonb, moOpHRIM YesioBek! 17151 HAC BCE PaBHO — C KOT'O HU IONYYHUTh, JTUIIL OB
OEeHbI'd OBIIIU.

Hukuta KosToMa BBIHYI NSATHAECAT PYyOJIEB; Ky3HELbl B3SJIM AeHbI'M U TOJIBKO
BBIIIYCTHUJIM CTapHKa M3 XKeJIe3HBIX KJlelllell — KaK OH B Ty Ke MUHYTY C I'ja3
npomnan! Cmorput Hukura:

— [Jla Kypma e OH fmeBajicsa?
— Bona! Himu ero teneps, — roBopsaT Ky3Helbl, — Bedb OH — KOJIAYH!

3akal3an HukuTa CKOBATh KEIE3HBIN ITPYT B ONATHOECST MY; B3sJI €ro, TOaOPOCHIT
BBEPX Ha MATHIOECST CAaXKOH M MOJICTAaBUJI CBOIO PYKY: IPYT BhIAEpPIKall, He
U3JIOMAaJICS.

— BoTt aToT rogutcs, — cka3an HukuTa u moexas JOTOHATH TOBapulleu. Bopyr
CIIBIIIIUT IT03anu cebs royoc:

— Huxkwuta Kontoma, riocTtou!

OrnsgHycs Ha3ad U BUOAUT — OEXKUT K HEMY TOT CaMbIM CTapuK, KOTOPOT'O OH OT
Ka3HU BBHIKYTIUIL.

— Cnacu60 tebe, DOOPHIN YeJI0BEeK, — F'OBOPUT CTAapPUK, — YTO Thl MEHS OT 3JI0U
MyKu n30aBus. Begb 1 pOBHO TpUAllaTh JIET TepPIies 3Takoe rope! BoT Tebe Ha
MMaMsATh MOOAPOK: BO3bMHU — IIPUTOOUTCS.

U paét eMy manky-HeBUOUMKY: «TOJIbKO HafleHb Ha I'OJIOBY — HUKTO TeOs He
yBUOUT!» HuKuTa B35 MIanKy-HEBUAUMKY, 100JIarogqapuil cTapyuka 1 IIocKakall
manbire. HarHan cBOMX TOBapUILEN, U ITI0€Xallu BCe BMECTE.

Ilonro mu, KOPOTKO Iu, OMU3KO JIU, JaJeKOo JI1 — MOIbe3KaloT OHU K OJTHOMY
nBopity. Kpyrom ToT mBopel 00HECEH BEICOKOIO JKEeJIe3HOIO Orpafoio: HU BOUTH Ha
OBOP, HU BbeXaTh HOOPBEIM MOJIOAIIaM. 'OBOPUT I'PO3HEIN ITaph:

— Hy, 6paTt HukuTa, Begb manbllle HaM XOOy HET.
OtBeuaeT Hukuta Konroma:

— Kak He OBITH XOMIy, Ballle Benu4ecTBo! ¢ BCI0O BCETIEHHYIO U30MOy, a BaM HEBECTY
Haupgy. DTas orpaja HaM He yOepXa... Hy-kKa, pebsiTa, ToMaliTe orpagy, gejianuTe
BOpPOTa Ha MIUPOKUU OBOP.
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IToOpEle MOJTOAIIEI ITOCIE3alIu C KOHEM, MPUHSJIMCh 3a Orpaay, TOJIBKO YTO HU
menaayu — He MOTJIM CJIOMaTh: CTOUT Orpaaa, He PYIIUTCH.

— 9x, 6paTubl, — roBopuT HukuTa, — BCE-TO BBl MEJIKO IIJlaBaeTe, HeYero Ha Bac
MHe HaJesAThCs, MPUXOOUTCSI CaMOMY XJIOTIOTaTh.

Cockounusn HukuTta ¢ CBOEro KOHs, IIOJOIIEN K Orpafe, YXBaTUJICSI 00raTbIpCKUMU
pyKaMu 3a PelIeTKy, IepHYJI pa3 — ¥ IIOBaJIuJI BCIO Orpafy Ha3eMb. Brexanu
TPO3HHIY LIaphb ¥ 0O0OpBEIe MOJIOALLI Ha IIUPOKUM OBOP U TaM Ha 3€JIEHOM JIyTy
pa30unu CBOM MaTPhl OeJIOTKaHHEBIE C 30JI0TBIMU Y30paMy; 3aKyCUIu 4yeM O0r
II0CJIaj, JIEeTJIU CllaTh U C yCTAaTKy 3aCHYJIU KPeIllKuM CHOM. BceMm 1o matpy
mocTasocs; TonbKo HeT maTtpa Hukute Kontome. OTBICKaI OH TPU POTOXKHU
OBIpSABREIE, cOeran cebe ITasall, JIET Ha I'OJION 3eMJIe, a CIlaTh He CIIUT, JOXKUOAeTCs,
4TO OymerT.

Ha 3ape Ha yTpeHHeU IPOCHY/Iachk B CBOEM TepeMe IlapeBHa EneHa [IpekpacHas,
BBITJIIHYJIA B KOCSIIaTOE OKOIIIEYKO U YCMOTpPeJla: CTOSAT Ha 3eJIEHOM JIyTy
TPHUHAAIaTh OEJIOTKaHHBIX IIaTPOB, 30JIOTEHIMU 1IBETAMU BHIIIUTHI, @ BIIEPENN BCEX
CTOUT IIajialll — U3 POTOXK CHeJIaH.

— YTo Takoe? — gyMaet napeBHa. — OTKyOoBa 9TU I'OCTU IOHaexasu?

I'magps — a XKene3Hasd Oorpapga pa3JIOMaHa; KPEIIKO Ppa3rHeBajiaChb Enena
HperaCHaS{, IIPU3BIBAET K cebe CHUJIBHOMOTy4Yero 6OFaTI>IpH U IIPHUKA3bIBAET:

— Cenyac Ha KOHS CafuCh, I10e3Kal K 9THUM IllaTpaM U Ipefau BCeX OCIIYLIHUKOB
CMEePTH; TPYIHL 3a orpafy MOBLIOpOCaii, a IIaTpPhl KO MHE IIPeACTaBb.

CunpHOMOr'y4YHni O0raTEIPh OCeAsIal CBOEro [OOPOro KOHs, OfENICS B HOCIEXU
BOMHCKNE U HallylllaeTCs Ha He3BaHEBIX rocTeun. YcmoTrpen ero Hukura KontoMma,
CTaJl CIpallluBaTh:

— KT10 emeTt?
— A THI YTO 3a HEBeXKa, CIIpalIuBaeb?

Te cmoBa HukuTe He moKa3asucs, BEICKOYUII OH U3 CBOErO IIIajallla, YXBaTUl
OoraThIpsi 3a HOTY M CTAIIUJI C JIOMIAAX Ha CHIPYIO 3€MJTI0, TIOMHSIJI JKeJIEe3HBIN IIPYT B
MATBOECST Iy, OTBECUJI eMY eOUHBIN yaap U TOBOPUT:

— Temeps cTymai K CBOe# IlapeBHe 00pPaTHO Ma CKaXXu e, YTOOBI JOJIT0 He
CIIeCHBHJIAaCh, CBOETO0 OBl BOMCKA He TPaTHuia, a BEIXOOuUIa Obl 3aMy2K 3a HaIllero
TPO3HOTO IIaps.
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BoraTwipe mockakas Ha3ag — pafn, 4To HukuTa XKUBOT0O ero Ha CBET IIyCTHUJ!
[Tpuexan BO OBOpel U CKa3blBaeT LJapeBHEe:

— DTO Ha Balll ABOP 3aexald HelIOMepHbIe CUJIa4yy, CBATalOT Bac 3a CBOETO
TPO3HOTO IIaps ¥ BeJeJId MHEe TOBOPUTH, YTOO Bhl HE CIIECUBUJINCH, ITIOHAIPACHY
BOMCKa He TPaTHUJIY, a BEIXOOAUIH OBl 3a TOTO Ilaps 3aMyxX.

Kak YCJIbIXajla Enena HperaCHaﬂ TaKHe CMeJIble pedH, TOTYaC B3BOJIHOBaAJIACs,
CO3BaJjla BCeX CBOUX CHUJIBHOMOT'YYHUX 60FaTprefI n CTaJla IIPUKA3bIBATh:

— Cnyru mou BepHbIe! CobepuTe BOMCKO HECMETHOE, Pa30PUTE IITATPHI
OemoTKaHHBIE, N30eiTe He3BaHbIX T'OCTEH, 4YTOO U Mpaxy UXHEro He OBIIo!

CunpHOMOTy4ue OOTraThIpH, OOJITO HEe AyMaBIlIX, coOOpanu BOMCKO HECMETHOE, CEen
Ha CBOUX OOTraTBHIPCKUX KOHEH U ITOHECIUCHh Ha IIaTPhl OeI0TKaHHBIE C 30JI0THIMU
y3opaMu. TOJIbKO MOPaBHSJINCH C POTO2KAHBIM IIajlallInKOM, BEICKOYUJI IIepe] HUMU
Hukuta KonrToMma, B35171 CBOM KeJIE3HBIU NPYT B NATHAECAT IIyA U Hadall UM B
pa3Hble CTOPOHHI IOMaXWBaTh; B KOPOTKOE BpeMs epebusl BCE BOMCKO U
CUJIbHOMOTYYHUX OOraThIPEeN, TOIbKO OJHOT0 OOTraThIPs B JKUBBIX OCTaBUII.

— Iloe3xkal, — roBOpuUT, — K CBoel apeBHe EneHe [IpekpacHOU Ja CKaxXKu eH,
4yT0O OHa 60JIbIlle BOKMCKA He TpaTuja; Hac BOMCKOM He ucnyraeims! Temneps s ¢
BaMHU OJIMH CpazxKaJiCs; 4To Ke OyHgeT C BallluM I[apCTBOM, KaK IMPOCHYTCS MOU
ToBapuinu? KamMHs Ha KaMHe He OCTaBUM, BCE II0 YHUCTY MOJII0 pa3HeceMm!

BoraTelps BOPOTHUJICS K llapeBHE, pacCcKa3aJsl, YTO BOMCKO IMOOUTO, YTO Ha TaKUX
BUTSA3€U HUKAKOU CUJbl He XxBaTUT. EneHa [IpekpacHas mociana 3BaTb T'PO3HOTO
aps BO OBOpeIl, fa TYyT XKe IIpuKa3ajla KaJleHyl0 CTpeJjly U3TOTOBUThH; a caMa BHIIIIa
BCTpeuaTh I'OCTEN C 1aCKo1o, C 4yecTuo. UOET apeBHa HaBCTPeUy, a 3a Heu
MATHOECST YeJIOBeK JIYK U cTpeny HecyT. Hukuta KonroMma yBuman 60raTEIpCKUM
JIyK, TOT4YacC Joragajicsi, 4To TOK CTPEJIOI0 XOTAT UX IIoTYeBaTh, HaJeJsl Ha I'0JIOBY
IANKy-HEeBUOVMKY, IIOJCKOYUJI, HaTAHYJI JIyK U HallpaBUJI CTPEJIY B LITaPEBHUHEBL
TepeMa — B OTHY MUHYTY BeCh BepxHUM 3Tax ciubd! Heuero genats, 6epéT Enena
[TpekpacHasi 'PO3HOTO IIaps 3a PYKY, BeJET B OeJloKaMeHHbIe TTajiaThl, caXkaeT 3a
CTOJIBI AyOOBBIE, 3a CKATEPTHU OpaHble; CTAJId IIUTh, €CTh, BECEJINTLCS. B manaTtax
yOpaHCTBO YyOHOE: BECh CBET 000MTH, TAaKOTO HUTAEe He HaWOEIllb.

[Tocne obema roBopuT HukKUTa rpo3HOMY Liapio:
— HpasuTtcsa 5y BallleMy BeJIM4eCTBY HeBecTa? AJlb 3a OPYrol0 exaTh?

— HeTt, HukuTa, He4ero momycTy e3OuTh; JIy4Ille 3TOM B 6eJI0M cBeTe HeT!
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— Hy u KeHUTeCh; TeIlephb OHa B BaIllUX pPyKax. [la CMOTpPHUTe, Ballle BEJINYECTBO, HE
IJIOLIalTe: TIEPBhIe TPU HOYU CTaHET OHA Ballly CUJIy IIbITaTh, HAJIOXKUT CBOIO PYKY
U CTaHeT KPemnKo-KPeIlKo NaBUTh; BaM HU 3a 4YTO He CTepleTh! B Te mMopkl yxonurte
IIOCKOpPEeM U3 KOMHATHI, a S Ha Ballle MeCTO IIPUAY U XKUBO €€ YCMUPIO.

Bot u npuHAnuCh 3a cBags0y; y apel HU MEJ BapUTh, He BUHO KyPUTh — BCE
rotoBo. Ceirpanu cBaabp0y, U IIOWIEN I'PO3HEIN Laps ¢ Enenoro [IpekpacHOO ONIOYUB
mepxkarTb. JIEr Ha MATKYIO IIOCTEJIb U IPUTBOPUIICS, OyATO criaTh xo4deT. EneHa
[IpekpacHas Hajl0XKuJla €My Ha I'PyAb CBOIO PYKY ¥ CIIpallliBaeT:

— Tsxerna 14 Mo pyka?

— Tak TsaXKema, Kak I1epo Ha Bojie! — oTBedyaeT IPO3HLIN 1Iaph, @ caM eJjie OyX
IIepPeBOOUT: TaK eMy I'PyOb COABUIIO!

— ITocroii-ka, Enena [IpekpacHas: Beab 51 m103a0blJI Ha3aBTpa IpUKa3 OTAaTh, Hago
Teepb IOUTH...

Brimren u3 cnanbHU, a y ABepeil HukuTa CTOUT:
— Hy, Opare1, mpaBay TH CKa3aj; YyTh-4yTh MEHS COBCEM He yOyIIua.

— Hwuuero, Bamie BeaundecTtBo! ITocTolTe 30€Ch, 1 3TO OEeJI0 COesialo, — CKa3all
HukwuTa, MOMIEN K ITapeBHe, JIET Ha IIOCTEJIb U 3aXpariel.

Enena [IpekpacHas mogyMasa, YTO TO TPO3HBIN apb BOPOTHUJICS, HAJIOKUIIA Ha
HETO0 CBOIO PYKY, IaBuJia-gaBujia — HeT TOJKY! Hamoxusna o6e pyku u Hy JaBUTh
myie nmpexHero... A Hukurta KonrToma yxBaTui e€, 6yoTo Bo CHe, fa Kak 6pocut o6
IIOJI — BCe TepeMa Tak ¥ 3aTpsiciuchk! LlapeBHa momHsnIack, jierjia MIOTUXOHBKY U
3acHyna. Ty HukuTa BCTaJl, BHIIE K IaPi0 U TOBOPUT:

— Hy, Temmeps cMesio cTynauTe, 10 OPyroi HOYM HUYEro He Oymer!

Bot Tak-To, ¢ momoIpo HukuThl KomToMbl, OTOBIT TPO3HEBIN 1Iaph TPYU IEPBBEIE HOYU
U CTaJjI XKUTh CO CBoelo HapeBHOI0 Enenolo IIpekpacHolo, KakK CIenyeT MYXKY C
KEHOIO.

Hu MHOTO, HM Majio IMpoIIo BpeMeHH, y3Hana EneHa [IpekpacHasi, 4TO TPO3HBIN
1apb €€ 00MaHOM B3sJI, YTO CHUJIa Y HErO He BeJIMKasi, UTO JII0Ou Ha[ Helo
HacMexaloTcsi: HukuTa-ge ¢ mapeBHoOI0 Tpu Houu cran! CTpalllHo oHa 0371001Iach U
3aTaunjia Ha cepflle XKeCTOKYI0 MeCTh. B3gymai 1japb B CBOE TOCyJapCTBO €XarTh,
roBoput Enene [IpekpacHOU:

— ITonHO HaM 37ech MPOXKUBATH, ITOPA ¥ HOMOU ITOOLIBATh; COOMpaMCsI-Ka B MOPOTY.
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U cobpanuck oHU MOpPeM exXaTh; Harpy3uiau Kopabsb pa3HbIMU ApParolleHHEIMU
BelllaMU, CeJIi U MyCTUJIUCh 10 MOPO. [I7IBIBYT IeHb, ¥ OPYTrOU, U TPEeTUH; Ljaphb
BeceJl, He HapaJyeTcsl, YTO Be3ET K cebe 1lapeBHY Kpallle COJIHIIa, SCHelM Mecslia,
Oeneii cHera; a Enena I[IpekpacHas CBOIO IyMy AyMaeT: KaK Obl OTIIJIATUTH 3a
obuny. Ha Ty nmopy omosnen Hukuty 60raTHIpCKUM COH, U YCHYJI OH Ha BCe Ha
OBeHanIaTh cyToK. Kak yBupana EneHa IIpekpacHasi, uTo HukuTa 60raThIpCKUM
CHOM CIIMT, TOTYaC KJIMKHYJIa CBOMX BEPHHIX CIIyT, IIpHKa3ajia OTPYyOUTh eMy HOTH
110 KOJIEeHa, II0CJIe IOJIOKUTH €ro B LIIJIIONIKY U IIYCTUTH B OTKPEITOE Mope. TyT XKe
IIpU €€ riia3dax OTpyouIu coHHoMy HUKHTE HOTH 110 KOJieHa, IIOJI0KUJIU B IIIJTIONKY U
ImycTuUiIu B Mope. Ha TpuHaznaTele cyTKU mpoOyauiicsa 6equbii HukMTa, CMOTPUT —
KpyroM Boma, caM 0e3 HOT JIeXKUT, a KOopabyst U cie[ MPOCTHII. ..

Mexkpay TeM KopabJyib OB Aa IJIbLJT; BOT U IPUCTaHb. 3arpeMeu MyILIKY,
cOexkanuch ropoxkaHe, ¥ KyIIlsl, 1 00sIpe, BCTpedaloT Haps Xj1e00M-COJIbIo,
MMO3ApPaBIsIOT C 3aKOHHBIM OpakoMm. Llaps Hadasn MUPH IMPOBaTh, TOCTEN CO3BIBATh;
a npo Hukuty u gymaTh n0o3a0bi. [la HeJoIro IpUIIoOCh eMy BecenuThbes; EneHa
ITpekpacHas CKOPO JIUIIINIIa ero [japCcTBa, CTajla BCEM caMa 3allpaBiIsaiTh, a ero
3acTaBuila CBUHeU nacTu. He yXxoOunocs ¥ 3TUM LJapeBHUHO CepAlie: IIpuKa3asa 10
BCEM CTOPOHaM PO3BICK YUWHUTH, HE OCTaJIuCh iU rae y Hukutel KonTomel poguyu?
Komnu KTo HaieéTCsa, TOTO BO ABOPEI] IPeACcTaBuUTh. [loCKaKasy rOHIbI, HaYalu
BCIO[Iy pa3bICKMBATh U HalIu pogHoro 6pata Hukutkl — Tumodes Kontomy; B3s1u
ero, IpuUBE3JIX BO OBOPEILI.

LlapesHa Enena [IpekpacHas npukasajia BbIKOJIOTh €My I'Jla3a U [IOTOM BBITHATH
BOH U3 ropofza. B Ty K MUHYTY BEIKOJIONIU TUMOdEI0 ri1a3a, BEIBEIU €r0 3a FOPoa U
OCTaBUJIX B YUCTOM 1moJie. [loTamuiacs caenou OLIynbio: MIEN-IIEN] U IPUIIETT Ha
B3MOpbE; CTYIIUJI eIll€ Mar-gpyroi u 4yeT — oA HoraMu BOAa; OCTAHOBUJICS, CTOUT
Ha OOHOM MeCTe — HHU B3a[l, HU BIepen — OouTcs uaTu. BOpyr npuHeco K 6epery
nnTronky ¢ Hukurtoro. YBugan Hukurta denoBeka, oOpagoBajics U IIOJAET eMy I'0JIoC:

— O#, moOprI yestoBeK! IToMoru MHe Ha 3€MITIO BHIUTH.

OTBeyaerT CJemnou:

— Pap 6b1 TeOe 1ToCcoOUTH, Ja He MOTY; s caM 0e3 rjia3 — HUYEero He BUXKY.
— ITa THI OTKyHOBa, ¥ KakK TeOs 110 UMEHHU 30BYT?

— 4 — Tumoden KonToma; BEIKOIONIa MHe I'Ia3a HOBad Llapulla, EneHa
[TpekpacHas, U BEITHaAjIa U3 CBOETO LIapCTBa.

— Ax, ma Benb THI MHe OpaT ponHo#; s — Hukuta Kontoma. Ctymnai ke THI,
Tumoliia, B mpaBy0 CTOPOHY — TaM PacTET BHICOKUM Oy0; BLIBOPOTU 3TOT AYO,
IIpuTally ciofa u Opochk ¢ 6epera Ha BoAy: S IO HEM K TebOe BhIIE3Y.
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Tumodest KosiToMa ITOBEpHYJT HAIPaBO, CAeNIal HECKOJIBKO IIaroB, HallyIaa
BBICOKMU CTapbiil Oy0, 00XBaTU/I €ro 00eMMH PyKaMHu ¥ Cpa3y BEIBOPOTHUII C KOPHEM,
MIPUBOJIOK TOT Ay0 ¥ GPOCUJII B BOAY; OOHUM KOHIIOM Ha 3eMJie JIETJIO IePEBO, a
OPYTUM BO3JIe HUTIONKY yroguiao. HukuTa BeIKapabKaics Koe-Kak Ha Oeper,
MIOIIeJI0OBAJICSI C CBOMM OpaTOM M TOBOPUT:

— Kak-To Teneps Halll TPO3HBIY Japhb II0KUBAET?

— 3%, 6paT, — oTBevaeT Tumodeir Konroma, — Halll TPO3HLIN LIaph TEIeph B
BeJIUKOM OeccyacThe: TacEéeT CBUHEU B I10Jie, KaXKaoe yTPo monydaeT QyHT xyebda,
KPY2KKY BOIBI la TPX PO3TH B CIIMHY.

[Tocne Toro cTanu OHM pa3roBapuBaTh, KaK UM KUTh U 4YeM KOPMUTHCHA?
l'oBoput Hukwura:

— Cnyma#, 6pat, Mmoi coBeT! Thl MeHSI HOCUTH OyOelllb, IOTOMY 4YTO 51 6e3 HOT; a A
Ha TeOe cuneTh Oyay ma CKa3hkiBaTh, B KAKyl0 CTOPOHY UIOTU HAIO.

— JlagHo! BBITH IMO-TBOEMY: XOTh 00a YBeYHBIE, a IBOE 3a OOHOTO 3[J0POBOT0
COUEM.

BoTt Hukuta KonToma cen cBoeMy OpaTy Ha MI€l0 U CTajl JOPOT'Yy ITOKa3kIBaTh;
Tumodeint meEn-men u IpUIIEN B ApeMydun jec. B ToM mecy ctout nuloyIka
0a0bI-aru. Bominu OpaTes B n30YyIIKy — HET HU OYIIN.

— A Hy-Ka, 6paT, — ropopuT HukuTa, — moiulymnai-Ka B IIeYKe: HET JIU eIbl KaKou?

Tumodeir moses B IedYKy, BEITAIWI OTTyda BCAKUX KyIllaHbEB, IOCTABUJI Ha CTOJI, U
Havaiu oHU oba yImuchIBaTh, C TOJIOAY BCE HAYUCTO puesu. Ilocse Toro cran
HukuTa u3bymIKy OrisiibiBaTh; YBUAAT Ha OKOIIIKe HeOOJIbIION CBUCTOK, B35JI €T0,
ITPUJIOKUII K Ty0aM ¥ JaBall HaCBUCTHIBATh. CMOTPHUT: YTO 3a AuB0? Cremoi 6paT
rsieT, u30a OJIISIIeT, U CTOJI, U JIaBKH, U ITocyda — BCE nJsiet! ['opimku
BOpebe3ru mopa3duBaIUCh!

— IMonuo, Hukurta! IlepecTtanpb urpath, — OPOCUT CJIENION, — CHJI MOUX HE XBaTaeT
6ornbie!

HukuTa rmepectajy HaCBUCTHLIBATh U B Ty 2K MUHYTY BCE IIPUYTUXIIO.
Bopyr oTBopsieTcs OBephb, BXOOUT 6aba-sira U KPUYUT I'POMKHUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ax BHI, Opopgsru 6e3gomubie! [loceneBa TyT IITULIA He TPOJIETHIBalia, 3BEPh HE
IIPOPBICKMBAJI, a Bbl 3a0paucCh, BCe KylllaHbs IIPUEIIH, BCe TOPILIKYU IepeOun.
XopoIlo xke, BOT 1 C BaMU pa3aenaics!
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OtrBeuvaeT HukuTa:

— Momuu, ctapoe ctepBo! MBI 1 caMu cyMeeM pa3fenaTtbcsa. i, 6paT Tumoxa,
MomepKu €€, BeIbMy, Ja mokpemnye!

Tumodden cxBaTun 6aby-ary B 0XalKy, CTUCHYJI KPeKO-HakKpenko, a Hukuta
celyac e€ 3a KOCHI U JaBal 1o u30e BO3UTh.

— Batiomku! He Gelite, — mpocutcs 6aba-sira, — S BaM caMa B IIpuroe Oymy: 94To
XOTUTE, BCE BaM [OCTaHY.

— A Hy, cTapasi, TOBOPH: MOXKEIIb JI HOCTaTh HaM LIEeJIIOIIEeN U XKUBYILEN BOOBI?
Komnu pocraHemsb, nylly KUBYIO Ha OeJblil CBET; a HET, TaK JII0OTOM CMEePTU IpefaM.

Baba-sira cormacusiachk u IpuUBea UX K IBYM POOHUKaM: «BOT BaM 1IeroIias, a BOT
U XKuBymias Boga!» Hukurta KosTomMa rmodyepnHyJ 1entolie Bogbl, 001un cebst — u
BHIPOCJIY Y HETO HOTHM: HOTU COBCEM 3[JOPOBHIE, a HEe ABUTAIOTCs. [TIouyepnHyI OH
KUBYIIENH BOOBI, TIOMOYUJI HOTU — ¥ CTall BjafeTh uMH. To ke Ob1sio u ¢ Tumodeem
Kontomoro; moMasai OH rjia3Hble SMKU LIeJIoIlel BOOOM — IIOSIBUIUCH Y HETO OYH,
COBCEM-TaKU HeBpPEeOUMEbIEe, TOJIbKO HUYETO He BUOAT; IToMa3all uX KUBYIIEU BOOOU
— M CTaJl BUMETh JIydllle IpexkHero. [Tob6marogapunu 6paThs CTapyXy, OTIIYCTUIIN
€€ IOMOM U IIOIIIYU BHIPyYaTh T'PO3HOrO I1aps u3 6egbl-HaIlacTH.

[TpuUXOOsiT B CTOMUYHBIN TOPOA U BUOSIT — I'PO3HBIN aph Mepel CaMbIM JIBOPLIOM
cBuHel macéT. Hukuta KonTomMa 3aurpan B CBUCTOK; U MACTYX U CBUHBY MOIITN
nnsicath. Enena [IpekpacHasi yBuaania 9TO U3 OKOIIeYKa, OCePAusIach U TOTYAC
IIprKa3ajla IPUHECTH IyKW PO30T M BBICEYD U MTACTyXa U My3bIKaHTa. [Ipubexkana
CTpaxka, CXBaTuJIa UX ¥ IIOBeJa BO ABOPeI] yrouiaTth po3ramMu. Hukuta KonroMa Kak
pHUIIén Bo ABopell K Enene IIpekpacHOl, He 3aX0TeJ JOJIT0 MEeIIKaTh, CXBATUII €€
3a O6eJible PYKU U TOBOPUT:

— V3Haémb nmu meHs, Enena [IpekpacHas? Bengp 1 — Hukuta Konroma. Temeps,
TPO3HEBIM IIapb, OHa B TBOEU BOJIE€; YTO 3aX0Yelllb, TO U CHAeslaellsb!

['po3HBIN LIaph IPUKa3all eé pacCTpensiTh, a HUKUTY cesan CBOUM IIEPBBIM
MUHHCTPOM, BCerjia ero Io4uTaa ¥ BO BCEM CJIIyIIIaJICH.

200

3agyMar 1japeBUY JKEHUTHCS, U HeBeCTa eCTh Ha IIpUMeTe — IIpeKpacHas lapeBHa,
IOa KakK mocTtaTh e€? MHOro KOpoJjiel U KOPOJIeBUYel U BCAKUX OOoTraThIpen eé
cBaTa/Iy, Ja HUYEero He B35JIU, TOJIBKO OyHHEIE TOJIOBH Ha IljlaXe CIO0XKUIIH; U
Telephb ellleé TopYaT UX I'OJIOBEL Ha Orpange BOKPYT ABOPLa TOPAOYW HEBECTHI.
3aKpy4YUHUIICS, 3alledanuiics llapeBuY; He BefaeT, KTO Ovl moMor eMy? A TyT U
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BeIMCKaJcs MiBaH ["0oJibilt — My2KUK OB O€OHBIN, HU €CTh, HU ITUTh HEYero, ofexaa
OaBHO C IIJIeY cBanuiacs. [IpuXoguT OH K IIapeBUYYy U TOBOPUT:

— CamoMy Tebe He mOoOBITH HEBECTHI, M KOJIM OOUWH MOEMelllb CBaTaTbCa — OYUHY
TOJIOBY CJIOXKHUIIL! A mydliie moemeM BMecTe; 1 TeOs1 u3 0ebl BRIPYyYy U BCE OEJi0
YCTPOIO; TOJIBKO O0eItay MeHs CIIylIaThC!

LlapeBuu obelran emMy UCIIOJIHSATL BCE €T0 COBETHI, M Ha APYTOM XKe IeHb
OTIIPABUJIUCh OHU B ITIyTh-HOPOTY.

BoT u nmpuexanu B MHOE TOCYIapCTBO U CTaJId cBaTaThCsA. LlapeBHa rOBOPUT:
— Hapo Hanepépq y )KeHuxa CUJIHI IIBITaTh.

[TosBana DapeBr4Yad Ha IIUP, YTOCTUJIAa-yIIOTYEeBaAlla; IIOCJIe o6e;ua Ha4aJii TOCTHU
Pa3HBIMHU UT'PDaAMHN 3a0aBJISITHCS.

— A npuHecuTe-Ka MO€ PYKb€, C KOTOPBIM 51 Ha OXOTY €33y, — IIpUKa3biBaeT
llapeBHa.

PacTBopunuck gBepu — U HECYT COPOK UEJIOBEK PYKbE HE PYXKbE, a LeJyio MYIIKY.
— Hy-ka, Hape4YEHHBIN XKEHUX, BRICTPEIU U3 MOET0 PyXKbela.
— HWBan 'osnbill, — KPUKHYJI lITapEeBUY, — IIOCMOTPU, TOOUTCS JIA 3TO PYKbE?

WBan ['omblll B3I pPyKbE, BEIHEC Ha KPBHUIIEYKO, ITHYJI HOTOI0 — PYKbE I10JIETEIIO
OaJIeKo-maJleKo U yIiajio B CHHE MOpe.

— Her, Bamie BricodecTBO! PyKb€ nemaliiee, Kyma U3 HETO CTPENISITh TAKOMY
Ooratweipro! — mokianmbiBaeT MBaH ["OJIBIM.

— YTO0 XK 3TO, IlapeBHA? AU TH Hago MHOU cMe€lnbcsa? [IprKa3aia IPpUHECTHU
TaKoe PyXkKbe, YTO MOM CJIyra HOTOM MHYJI — OHO B MOpe€ yIarso!

LlapeBHa Bejesia IPUHECTU CBOU JIYK U CTPEIIy.
OnsaTh paCTBOPUIUCH ABEPU, COPOK YEJIOBEK JIYK CO CTPEJION IIPUHECIIH.
— ITonpoOy#, Hape4YEHHBIN XKEHUX, ITYCTH MO0 CTPEJIKY.

— Ou, BaH l'oneiii! — 3akpuyan napesud. — [locMoTpH, TOOUTCS IU IyK OJIsI MOEU
CTPENbOBI?

WBaH 'onbl HATAHYII IYK U IIYCTUJI CTPEJIY: II0JIeTelia CTpesia 3a CTO BepcCT,
rmormnajsa B 6oraTeipsi Mapka beryHa u orbuna emy o6e pyku. 3akpudan Mapko
Beryn 6oraTEIpCKUM T'OJIOCOM:
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— Ax 1o, UBaH I'onwrit! Ot T MHe 00e pyKH; ma 1 Tebe Oeabl He MUHOBATh!
WBau ['oblll B35J1 JIyK Ha KOJIEHO U IIepeJIOMUII HalBOe:

— Her, mapeBuu! JIyk jiegaiiuii — He TOOUTCS TaKOMY O0OTaThIPIO, KaK ThI, MyCKaTh
C HEro CTPEeJIHI.

— YT0 Xe 3TO0, HapeBHa? AU Thl HaAO MHOU MOTellaelnbcsa? Kakou nyK gana —
MOU CJIyTa CTajl HaTATUBATh [a CTPeJly IyCcKaTh, a OH TyT Ke II0I0JIaM U3JIOMUJICS?

]_[apeBHa IIPHMKa3alia BEIBECTHU M3 KOHIOIITHKM CBOETO PETHUBOT'O KOHJA.

BenmyT KOHsI COPOK 4eJIOBEK, efBa Ha LellsgX CaepxXkaTh MOI'yT: CTOJIb 307,
HeyKpoTUM!

— Hy-ka, Hape4Y€HHBIN XKEeHUX, ITPOTYISKCS Ha MOEM KOHE; ST caMa Ha HEM KaxKIoe
yTPO KaTarcs.

[lapeBuY KPUKHYII:
— 9u, Ban lNoneiii! ITocMOTpH, TOOUTCS JIM KOHB ITOTO MEHS?

WBau I'onbii mpubezkai, Havyaa KOHS IIOTJIa’KUBaTh, TJIQAUI-TIIaOUII, B35 3@ XBOCT,
OEepHYyJI — ¥ BCIO IIKYPYy COmpaJl.

— Het, — roBoput, — KOHb jefamui! YyTs-4yTh 3a XBOCT IIOILIEBEJINII, & C HEro U
LIKypa CleTena.

uapeBI/ItI Ha4aJl 2KaJIOBATbCA:

— 9%, nmapeBHa! Thl BCE HaO MHOM HAaCMEIIKY TBOPHUIIL; BMECTO O0raTEIPCKOTO
KOHS KJISTYY BBIBEJIA.

LlapeBHa He cTasa OoJbIlle IBITATh llapeBUYa U Ha APYTOM OeHb BHIIIIA 3a HETO
3amMykK. O0OBeHYAaNINCh OHU U JIETJIU CIIaTh; [JapeBHA II0JI0OXKUTIA Ha IlapeBUYa PyKy —
OH eJIe BEIIepKaTh CMOT, COBCEM 3aIbIXaThCs CTal. «A, — OyMaeT IlapeBHa, — Tak
THI 9TaKKUM 60oraTeIpb! Xopomio ke, OyaeTe MeHsI IIOMHUTD>.

Yepes Mecsl] BpeMeHHu codparsicst apeBud C MOJIOIOM KEHOI0 B CBOE TOCYyOapCTBO
exaTb. Exanu meHb, ¥ IBa, U TPU, ¥ OCTAHOBUJIUCH JIOIIAASIM PO3ObIX OaTh. Belie3sa
llapeBHa U3 KapeThl, yBuaana, 4yTo MBau [0kl KPEIKO CIIUT, TOTYAC OThICKAsa
TOIIOP, OTCEKJIa eMy 00e HOTH, IIOTOM BeJiejla 3aKJlagblBaTh JIOIIafiel, llapeBUudy
MpHUKa3ajia Ha 3alsTKXA CTaTh ¥ BOPOTHUJIACh Ha3al B CBOE I1apCTBO; a MBaH ['osbIit
OCTaJICS B YHCTOM IIOJIE.

BoT ogHaxmwl mpoberan mo 3aTomy oo Mapko BeryH, yBumen MBaua ["omoro,
rnmobpaTa’sicsi ¢ HUM, ITOCauJI ero Ha ce0sl U IIyCTUJICSA B pEMYYUM, TEMHBIN JIeC.
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CTanu GoraThIPU B TOM JIECY KUTh, IOCTPOUIU cebe n30yIIKy, caemanyd TeIexkKY,
OOOBLTH PY2KbE U 3a4aliu 3a IIePeIeTHOM NTUlled 0XOTUThCs. Mapko Beryn
TeJIeKKY BO3UT, a UBaH ['OJIbIN CUUT B TeJIeKKe [ia IMTULl CTPeJIsieT: TOU JUYHUHOIO
KPYTJIBIN TOM TUTAIUCD.

CKy4YHO UM IIOKa3ajo0cCs, U BRIAYMaJIu OHU YKPACThb I'Ie-HUOyOb OEeBKY OT OTLia, OT
MaTepy; Imoexajaud K OQHOMY CBSIIIIEHHUKY U CTaJId IPOCUTH MUJIOCTHIHBKY. [lomOBHA
BBIHECJIa UM XJjie0a ¥ TOIbKO IIOAOIIa K TeJjiexkKKe, Kak FBaH ['0JibIli yxBaTHUII €€ 3a
PYKHU, IOCamuI psaaoM ¢ coboii, a Mapko BeryHs Bo BCIo IpHITh ToOexkasl, 1 4epes
MUHYTY OUYTHJINCh OHU [IOMa B cBoelu u3byike. «Bbyab TH, AeBUIla, HAM
CeCTpHIlel0, TOTOBb HaM 00efiaTh M Y2KUHATh [la 3a X03IUCTBOM IIpUCMaTpUBam>».
2Kunu oHM BTPOEM THMXO ¥ MUPHO, Ha CyOb0y He XKaJl0BaJIUCh.

Pa3 Kak-TO OTHPaBUJIKUCH OOTATHIPU HA OXOTY, LIEJIYI0 Hegelio JOMOM He ObIBaIH, a
BOPOTHBIIIKMCH — €[Ba CBOIO CECTPY y3HaJIU: TaK OHAa ucxypasna!

— YTo c ToOOM cHeanoch? — CIpalIuBaioT O0OTaTHIPH.

OHa B OTBET pacCKa3sajla UM, YTO KaXK[ObIi [OeHb JieTaeT K Held 3Meu; OTTOr0 U Xyaa
cTaa.

— TlocToH ke, MBI ero mouMaem!

WBaH T'onbilt €r mopd naBKy, a Mapko beryH crpsiTancs B CEHSX 3a ABepu. [Ipoiino
C Tojdaca, BOPYT JePeBbs B JIeCy 3alllyMeJld, Kphillla Ha u3be moiaTHy1acsa —
IIpuseTes 3Mel, yOapuJicsa O ChIPYIO 3eMJII0 U cHesalicsi JOOPHIM MOJIOAIIEM, BOIIE
B U30YIIIKY, CeJI 3a CTON U TpebyeT 3aKyCUTh 4ero-Huoynb. BaH ['O/IbI# yXBATU
ero 3a Horu, a Mapko beryHn HaBanuscs Ha 3Mesi BCEM TYJIOBUIIIEM U CTaJjl €T0
OaBUTh; IOPSAOKOM eMy 60Ka HaMsJi!

[TpuTamuny oHM 3Mes K oyOOBOMY ITHIO, PACKOJIO/IU IIeHb HaJBOe, 3allleMUId TaM
ero roJIOBy U Hadallu cTerath NpyThaMu. [Ipocurcsa 3Mmen:

— OTnycTtuTe MeHs, CuJIbHOMOTry4Yue 6oraTeipu! f BaM ImoKaxy, Tme MepTBas u
JKUBas BOIaA.

Boratwipu cormacunuck. BoT 3Mel mpuBEN uX K 03epy; Mapko beryun o6pagoBarcs,
XOTeJ OBIJIO IIPSIMO B BOOY KUHYTHCS, Aa MBaH "0kl 0OCTaHOBUII.

— Hapgo npexkpge, — rOBOPUT, — HUCIIPOOOBATE.

B3sin 3ey€Hbl IPYT U OPOCUI B BOAY — IIPYT TOTYAC cropen. [IpuHsanuck 6oraTepu
OISITh 3a 3Mest; Ounu ero, OUIK, eaBa KMUBa OCTAaBUIIU. [IPUBEJ UX 3MEUN K IPyroMy
o3epy; MBau ['osbi TIOOHSII THUIYIIKY U OPOCUIT B BOAY — OHA TOTYAacC IIyCTUJIa
POCTKM U 3a3ejieHesla MTUCThsIMU. boraThlpy KUHYJIMCH B 9TO 03€P0, UCKYIIAJIUCh U
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BRIIIITA Ha Oeper MoJIoOlbl MoionnamMu; MBau I'onklil ¢ HoraMu, Mapko BeryH ¢
pykamu. [Tocre B3si1u 3Mesi, IPUTALIUIN K IIEPBOMY 03epy U OPOCUIIN IIPSIMO
BrjiyOb — TOJIBKO OBIM OT HETO ITOIIETT!

Bopotunucek gomoii; Mapko BeryH OblI cTap, OTBE3 IIOIIOBHY K OTIy, K MaTepU U
CTaJl KUTh y 9TOTO CBAIIEHHUKA, IIOTOMY YTO CBSILIEHHUK OOBSIBUI €IIIE IIpexkKe:
KTO MOIO NOYb MIPUBE3ET, TOro OyOy KOPMHUTH U IOUTH A0 caMoi cMepTu. A VMBaH
Tomneiit §OOBIT OOTATHIPCKOTO KOHS U IT0eXaJjl UCKaTh CBOETro llapeBuda. Eget
YHCTHIM TI0JIEM, a llapeBUY CBUHEU MaCET.

— 300poBO, mapeBuy!

— 3gpaBCcTByU! A TBHI KTO TaKOU?

— 4 WBau 'onbin.

— YTo THI 3aBupaenibcs! Eciau 6 MBaH "okl KUB OBLJI, 51 OBI HE ITaC CBUHEH.
— U To KOHell TBoel ciyxkobe!

TyT OHU IOMEHSIUCH OAEXKEI0; ITapeBUY IToexasl Bliepen Ha 60raTEHIpCKOM KOHE, a
WBaH 'onelll BCien 3a HUM CBUHEU NOrHaj. [lapeBHa yBruaana ero, BEICKO4YUJiia Ha
KPBUIBLIO:

— Ax THI, Hecniyx! KTo TebGe Benesl CBUHEN THaTh, KOT'[a eIl€ COJIHIle He Ceylo? — U
CcTajla IPHUKa3bIBaTh, YTOOHI celyac ke B35JIM IacTyxa U BRIApPAJIN Ha KOHIOIIHE.

WBau ['omblll HE CTaNl HOXUOATHCS, CaM YXBATUJI IIaPEeBHY 3a KOCHI ¥ OO0 TEX IOP
BOJIOYMJI €€ TI0 OBOPY, IOKa He MOKasijlaCh ¥ He [ajia CJIOBA CIIYHIAThCS BO BCEM
Mmy2ka. [Tocsie TOro 1apeBUY C IIapeBHOIO XKUJIU B COTJIaCUM OoJNTue ronbl, u MBaH
Tonbllt IPpU HUX CITY2KUII.
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