IIBeHagaTh OpaTheB

2Kunu pga ObIJIM KOPOJIb C KOPOJIEBOM; JKUIU OHU B IIOJTHOM COTJIaCHUM U IPUKUIIU
OBeHaAIlaTh YeJIOBEK AeTel U BCce OB/ MaJibuyTaHHI.

BoT KOposb u TOBOPUT KOpoJieBe: «Ecnu TpuHaOIaThii pe0eHOK, KOTOPOT'O ThI
popuiilb, OygeT OeBOYKa, TO BCeX OBeHaallaTh MaJIbuYHUIIEeK BeJio YOUTh, YTOOH U
boraTcTBa y Hell ObUIO OO0JIbIIIE, U BCE Hallle KOPOJIEBCTBO €l OMHOU
MIpUHamIeXaso».

OH Tak u BeJjieJl 3ar0TOBUTH ABEHAAIATh TPOO0B, KOTOPEIE OLIIM HAIOJIHEHEI
CTPYXKKaMH, ¥ B KaXK[IbIH [axke HeOOJIbIIIoe TTOKOMHUIIKOE U3TOIOBLUIIE TTOJI0KEHO;
IO ero IMPUKa3y 3TU I'POoOBI OLIIM TOCTABJIEHH B 0CO0YI0 3alepTyi0 KOMHATY, KITI0Y
OT KOTOPOM KOPOJIb OTHAJI KOPOJIeBe ¥ HUKOMY He BeJIeI O TOM CKa3hIBaTh.

W BOT MaTh cTaja I10 IeJIbIM OHSM IOpeBaTh, TaK YTO MEHBIIION ChIH, KOTOPBIA OB
IMOCTOSTHHO IpYu Hel (0oHa ero mo bubnuu u Ha3Bajla BeHmaMuHOM), CIIpalliuBal ee:
«Mmunasi MaTyIIIKa, OTYero Thl TaKasl TPyCTHas?» «Mumgoe Moe OUTSITKO, —
oTBeuaJsla OHa, -He cMelo s1 Tebe 3TOro cka3aTh». OJHAKO e OH He OTCTaBaJI OT Hee
C BOIIPOCaAMM [I0 TeX II0p, ITOKa OHa He TIOIIjIa, He OTHepjia KOMHATH M He IToKa3aja
eMy IBeHa[IlaTh TOTOBHIX I'POOOB, HAIOTHEHHBIX CTPYKKaMu. M cka3alia eMy MaTh:
«JToporo# Moy BeHmaMuH, 3TU TpoOBI OTEll Balll IPUKa3aJll IIPUTOTOBUTD OJIs TeOS U
IJIsT TBOUX OOWHHAAIIATU OpPaTheB, IIOTOMY YTO OH PEIUJI: €CJIU Y MEeHSI POOUTCS
IeBOYKa, TO BCeX BaC OH BEJIUT YMEPTBUTH U B 3TUX I'POOAX ITOXOPOHUTH>.

'oBopua OHa BCe 3TO U IIJIaKaja; a ChIH yTelllal ee U cKa3ai: «He nnays, Munas
MaTylIKa, MBI YK Kak-HUOyOb caMu 0 cebe mogyMaeM U CaMU OT HErO YULOEM».

A ona oTBeuana emy: «CTyImay Thl CO CBOUMHU OOWHHAOIAThI0 OpaThIMU B JIeC, U
IMyCTh OJWH M3 BaC BCerja CTOUT HAaCTOPOXKe Ha cCaMOM BLICOKOM JepeBe, KaKoe B
Jlecy HaueTCs, ¥ MyCTh CMOTPHUT Ha 3aMKOBYIO OalrHio. Ecinu y MeHsT poOuTcs
CBHIHOK, TO BeJII0 BEICTABUTH Ha OalltHe Oenblil (jiar, ¥ TOrga Bhl BCE MOXKETe
CIIOKOMHO BEPHYThCS [TOMOM; €C/IU XKe POOUTCS MOYeHbKa, TO BEJII0 BHICTAaBUTh Ha
OaIrHe KpacHBIM ¢iar, 1 Torga 6eruTe Kak MOXKHO CKOpee, U Ja XpaHuT Bac bor.
Kaxmyio Houb Oyqy BCTaBaTh U MOJIUTHCS 3a Bac bory: 3uMoro, 4TOOH! OBIJT y Bac
OTOHEK, OKOJIO KOTOPOT'O BhI MOTJIM OBl COTPEThCSI, a JIETOM, YTOOHI XKapa Bac He
cMmopuna». [Tocne Toro oHa 671arocoBuUjia CBOMX CHIHOBEM, ¥ OHU YIIIIU B Jiec. Bce
OHU, Yepenysich, Bie3aau Ha BEICOYAUIINY U3 JIECHBIX OyOOB U CTOSIIN TaM
HaCTOpOXKe, U IIsgeyu Ha OaIlIHIio 3aMKa.
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Korpa mporio oguHHaAOIATh JHEH U IPUIIEeNT Yepeq 1e3Th BeHunaMuHy, OH YBUETT,
4yTO Ha OalltHe MOOHAT KaKOM-TO ¢yiar: HO To OBIIT He OeJIbli, @ KPpaCHO-KPOBABLIN
¢dbnar, BceM ©M BO3BEIIaBIIUN CMEPTH!

Kaxk TonpKkO ycnelmanu 00 3ToM OpaThsi, BCe OHU BCKUIIENIM THEBOM M CKa3aJlu:
«Heyxenu e MBI OCYKOEHBI Ha CMEePTh 13-3a OeBYOHKHU?! Tak MEI XXe KITHEeMCH,
4TO OTOMCTHUM 3a celsi: rae OBl HU MOBCTPEeYasd ME IeBUYOHKY Ha IIyTU HAIleM —
OHAa AOJI2KHA IOTUOHYTH OT HaIllel PyKU».

3aTeM OHU yIrIyOMINUCH B CAaMyIO 4allly Jieca M B CaMOU TJIyXO JIECHOH daiiobe
HaITH HeGOJIBIIION 3aKOJIIOBAHHBIM MOMUK, CTOSIBIIINM ITYCT-IIYCTEXOHEK.

Torma oHU cKa3ajn: «3mech MBI U IIOCEJIMMCSI, U Thl, BeHrMaMMH, caMblil MJIAOIIAN
U3 HAaC ¥ caMBI¥ cJ1a0bBIH, JOJIKEeH 3[eCh OBITH IIOCTOSSHHO ¥ 3aHUMAaThCHA
IOMOBOMCTBOM; @ MBI BCE OCTa/lIbHBIE OyIeM KPyroM PBICKATh, O ITUIE 3a00TUTHCS».

W BoT monuiu oHU OPOOUTSH IO JIECY U CTaIU CTPENATh 3allleB, MUKUX KO3, IITULI U
royOKOB UTO B ITHIIY TOOUJIOCH: BCE 9TO CHOCHUJIM OHU K BeHUaMUHY, U TOT YK
IOJI2KeH OBIJT UM M3 3TOT0 U3TOTOBUTHL 00€e[], KOTOPHEIM OBl OHU BCE MOTJIHN
HACBHITUTBLCS.

Tak IIPOZKHUIIM OHU B 3TOM NJOMHKE ONECATH JIET, MU T'OObI IIPOTEKIIN OJIsd HUX
He3aMeTHO.

IloyeHbKa, KOTOPYIO KOPOJIeBa POAHMIIa, yCcIesja TeM BpeMeHeM BhIPacTH U Oblia
meBo4YKa ITpemoOpast 1 co00r0 KpacoTo4dKa, ¥ Bo JI0y Yy Hel ropejia 3010Tasi 3Be31a.
OpHaxXOel, KOTOa B 3aMKe Oblyza O0bIllIast CTUPKA, OHA BOAPYT yBUOeJa cpenu 0esbs
OBeHaOUaTh MYKCKUX pybax U copocusia y MaTepu: «UbH Ke 9TH OBeHaOUaTh
py6ax? Benb OTIIy OHUM CIIMIITKOM MaJlbl».

Torma MaTh C BEIMKOIO CKOPOBIO OTBedasa ei: «Mumnoe gUTATKO, 9TU pybOaxu TBOUX
OBeHapnlaTu OpaTheB». «[la rOe XK 3TU OBeHannaTh OpaTheB? ¢ 0 HUX ellle HUKOTOa
He cibIxania». MaTth oTBeuana: «EguroMy Bory usBecTHO, rme oHU Teneps. bpooar
raoe-HuOynob 10 MUPY».

3aTeM B3sJ1a OeBOYKY 3a PYKY M, OTKPBLIB 3aBETHYIO KOMHATY, yKa3aja ei" Ha
OBeHaAIaTh T'POOOB CO CTPYKKAMH, C U3TOJIOBbUIIAMU. «DTHU I'POOHI, CKa3ajla OHa,
OBLTM TpeaHa3HaYeHHI IJIs TBOUX OpaTheB; HO OHU TAWHO YIIIX eIlle [0 TBOEero
POXKIEHUS».

U pacckasaia el, Kak ObIIO OeJio.

Torpa meBouka ckazasna: «Mwuinas MaTyIlIKa, He [Jlayb, S IOUAY U OTHIIY MOUX
OpaTbeB».
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W BOT OoHa B3si1a ¢ co600 ABEeHaUaTh pybax u yIIjla U3 3aMKa, U IIPSMO BOIIIa B
OOJIBIIION IpeMydu Jiec.

[II;a oHa, LEJBEIH AeHb, a IO Beuep IPUIIia K 3aKOJII0OBAHHOMY NOMUKY. Boria B
OOMUK ¥ BCTPETHJIAa B HEM MaJIbYMKa, KOTOPHIN cIpocuil ee: «OTKyma UOeIb u
Kyaa?» ¥ HeMaJio ObIJT YOUBJIEH TeM, YTO OHA ObIJla TaK XOpOIlla ¥ HapsizKeHa B
KOPOJIEBCKOE IIJIaThe U BO JI0y Yy Hee Tropesia 3Be3aa.

Torpa oHa oTBedana: «4 KopojieBCKasl MOoYb U HIIy MOUX ABEHaIlaTh OpaTheB, U
IMOMAY XOTh Ha KpaM cBeTa 0enoro, moka He Hauay ux». [Ipu 3TOM yKa3ajla OHa Ha
OBeHanlaTh pybax, KOTOphIe IpUHAaAJIekalli KOpoJieBu4aM-0paThsiM.

Torpa BeHnaMuH yBUOEI, 4YTO 9TO UX CECTpa, U CKa3al: «4 BeHnaMuH, TBOU
MJIaAIImH OpaT».

H ona cTana mjaakaTh OT PanmocCcTH, u BeHnaMuH TOXKe, U OHU L1€JI0BAJIUCh U
MHUJIOBAJIMCh OT BCETO cepnalia.

3aTeM OH cKa3zajl: «Mursas cecTpulia, TYyT eCTh HEKOTOPOEe IIPEeIsTCTBUE... Begb MbI
rmoo0eIrany, 4TO KaXxaasi JeBOYKa, C KOTOPOUM MBI BCTPETUMCS, HOJIXKHa OymeT
yMepeThb, 100 MBI M3-3a IEeBOYKH OOJIKHBI OBIJTM TOKUHYTH Hallle POTHOEe
KOPOJIEBCTBO». A OHa Ha 3T0: «Tak 4To XKe? 9 0XOTHO YMPY, €CJTM CMEePThIO CBOEIO
cMOry O0CBOOOOMTH MOUX OBEeHaAIlaTh OpaTheB U3 CCHIIKU». «HeT, — oTBeYas oH, —
THI HE [OJI2KHa YMepPeTh; CAOuCh BOT IIOM 3TOT YaH U CHUOM, IOKA HEe IMPUOYT
OCTaJIbHBIE OOMUHHAMIIATL OPaTheB; YK I C HUMH KaK-HUOYOb yIaxKyCh».

Tak oHa m cgeraa.

C HacTynneHueM HOYM BEPHYJIMCh U OCTaJIbHBIE OpPaThs C OXOTHI, U Y2KUH UM OBIJI
roToB. M KOora OHUM CU[OENU 3a CTOJIOM, TO CIPOCUJIN: «YTO CJIBIIIHO HOBEHBKOT0?»
BenuamuH oTtBevasn: «HeyKTo BB HUYEro He 3HaeTe?» «HeT», — oTBeUdasnu Te; a
BenuvamuH npoposkain: «Kak ke 3T0 Tak? BEI 110 J1eCy pHIIETe, a 1 oMa CUXKY, Oa
6onee Bac 3Halo!» «Hy, Tak paccka3bsiBall HaM!»

U oH oTBeuan uM: «A obellfaeTe U BBl MHE BCe, YTO IIepBas JeBOYKa, KOTopas HaM
BCTPETUTCs, He OymeT youTta?» «Jla, ma, — KPUKHYJIX OHU pPa3oM, — OHa HOOJIXKHAa
OnITH moMuUIOBaHa Hy, pacckasriBaii!» Torma oH u cka3an: "Harrra cectpa 3mecs! ",
U IPUIIOOHSJ YaH, ¥ KOPOJIeBHA BHIIIJIA U3-TI0J HETO B CBOUX OOraThHIX OfexXKaaxX U C
30JI0TOIO 3BE3M0I0 BO JI0y, ¥ IBUJIaCh UM TaKOI0 IPEKPACHOI0, HEKHOIO U CTPOMHOIO.

U Bce oHU e oOpamoBaInch, OPOCUINCH €U Ha IIel0, IIeJI0BaJI ee W MOJII00UIN OT
BCEro cepara.
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W BOT OHa ocTajiach BMecTe C BeHnaMuHOM B UX [JOME U CTaJjia IOMOTaTh €My B
paboTte. A ocTanmbHBEIE OOUHHAAIATE OpPaTheB IIO-ITPEKHEMY PLICKAIIU I10 Jiecy, Ouiu
BCSIKYIO OIWYb, IUKUX KO3, IITHUIl U TOTYOKOB, YTOOBI OBIJIO UM YTO ITOECTh, a CECTPA C
6paToM BeHmaMuHOM 3a00TUIMCH O TOM, YTOOBI UM €1y IPUroTOBUTEL. OHa
cobupa’ia BaJIe2KHUK Ha TOIIMBO U KOPEHBbST Ha MPUITPABY, U TOPIIKHA OKOJIO OTHS
BOpodYaJsia, ¥ Y2KUH OBbII BCerfa Ha CTOJie, KOTOa BO3BpalllaJIuCh JOMOU ee
omoMHHAMNATL OpaTheB. OHa 1 BoOOIIe HabIofasna 3a IMOPSAOKOM B IOMUKeE, U
TIOCTEJIM UM ITOCTHUJIajla YUCTEHBKO U O€IeHBKO, M OpaThsi OBLIN €10 JOBOJIbHEI U
KUJIA C Het0 B OOIBIIIOM COTJIACHH.

ITo IIPOMECTBHMH HEKOTOPOI'O BpEMEHHU CIIYYHUIIOCh OOHAXKIOBI, 9TO BenuamuH c
CECTPOIO IIPUTOTOBUIIN 6paTb5{M OTJINYHOE YIOoIleHue, U KOrga OHU BCe COIIIIUCE,
CeJIu 3a CTOJI B CTaJIh IIpeBeCeJIO €CTh U IIUTh.

A mo3anu 3aKOJILOBaHHOI'O NOMHKa ObUI HEOOJIBIION CAaJUK, U B TOM CafuKe POCIIn
oBeHananaTh munui. CecTpa 3agyMaia OpaTbsIM JOCTaBUTh YAOBOJIBCTBHE, COpBaa
9TU OBEHAAIaTh LIBETKOB U XOTejla KaXJA0MYy U3 HUX IOOHECTH [0 LIBETKY II0CHe
yKUHA.

Ho kak TOJILKO OHa IIBETKU COpBajia, B TO XKe MIT'HOBEHbE ee OBeHa[IllaTh OpaTheB
00paTUIKCh B IBeHAMAIlaTh BOPOHOB U IIOJIETEJIH 3a JIeC, a IOM M Call BCe MCYe3Io,
KakK He OBIBaJIo.

W ouytunach 6egHas OeBoYKa OOHaA-OOMHEIIeHbKa B IUKOM JIeCy, U KOTIa cTajla
OTJIIABbIBATHCSA KPYTOM, TO YBUEJa PAAOM CTapyXy, KOTopas el U cKazana: «[IuTtsa
MOe€, YTO ThI 3TO Halelana? 3aueM Thl COpBajia 3THU [IBeHanllaTh Oenbix nunuii? Beob
9TU IIBETKU OBIJIM TBOU OpaThsi, U BOT TEIIEPh OHU HAaBEK 0OPATUINCH B BODOHOBY.

IleBOoUKa OoTBeYalia e’ CO Clie3aMu: <<Hey}KTO HEeT HUKAKOI'O CpeacCTBa UX CIiacTu?»
«Het, — oTBeuyana CTapyXa, — OOHO TOJIBKO 1 €CTh CPenCTBO Ha BCEM CBE€TE, Ia U TO
TaKO€ TPyOoHOE€, YTO ThI 9THUM CPEOCTBOM HX HE 130aBUIIb... TH OOJI2KHa CaMa CeMb
JieT OBITh HEMOIO, HE OOJI2KHAd HHU I'OBOPUTH, HU CMEATHCHA, N €CJIN Thl XOTh OOHO
CJIOBO IIPOPOHMUINE, a 4O CEMHU JIET HEOJOCTABAThb 6y)1eT XOTb OOHOTI'O 9acCa, TO BCe
TBOM TPYOHI IIPOIIAJIK, 1 OOHO TBOE€ CJIOBO YGBGT BCeX TBOUX 6paTbeB>>.

Torma meBoYKa MpPOM3HECIA B cepfle cBoeM: «$1 HaBepHO 3HAl0, YTO CIIaCy CBOUX
OpaTheB», ¥ MOIIJIA II0 JIeCy, OThICKaJia cebe BBICOKOe IepeBo, 3ajie3jia Ha Hero U
CcTajia MPsiCTh, U HE TOBOPUJIa, HE CMEsiNIaCh.

Cny4miiochk, OHAKO XK€, TaK, YTO OJMH KOPOJIb 3aeXajl B TOT JIeC Ha OXOTY, a ¥ TOTO
Koposs Onlyia 6onbiast 60op3ast cobaka, KoTopas IpsMo nmogdezkajia K TOMY AePEBY,
Ha KOTOPOM [IeBYIIIKa CHUfejla, CTajla OKOJIO HETO KPYKUTh U JIasiTh BBEPX.

[Togwbexas K mepeBy KOPOJIb, YBUIE KOPOJIEBHY-KPAaCaBUIly C 30JI0TOI0 3BE3[0I0 BO
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710y ¥ TaK BOCXUTHUJICS €e KPacOTOI0, UTO KPUKHYJI el IPSAMO, He XKeJlaeT I OHa
OBITH eMy cymnpyroio. OHa eMy HU4YETO He OTBETHJIa, TOJIbKO I'0OJIOBKOIO KMBHYJIA.
Torpma oH caM BJie3 Ha IepeBO, CHEC ee OTTy[a, Imocanuil K cebe Ha JIoIIafdb U
IpUBE3 JOMOU.

CBaJII:>6y OTIIPA3O0HOBAJIN BEJIMKOJIEIIHO M BECEJIO: HO HEBECTA KOPOJId HE TOBOPHJIIA
1 HEe CMedAJlacChk.

Korpa oHu yXKe rofa aBa IIPOXKUIU MeXKAy cOo00I0 B ITOJITHOM COTJIaCUM, MadeXa
KOPOJIs, XKeHIIWHAa 371as, CTajla Ha MOJIOAYI0 KOPOJIEBY HAUIEIIThIBAaTh U KIIeBeTaTh
KOPOJIII0: «BBIBE3 THI U3 Jieca IIPOCTYIO HUIIYIO, U KTO ee 3HaeT, KaKUMU OHa
0e3002KHBIMHU [IeJIaMH1 3aHUMaeTCcs BTaliHe OoT Hac! Eciiu oHa TOYHO HeMas U He
MOXKET I'OBOPHUTh, TaK BeOb OHA, II0 KpaHel Mepe, Morja Obl CMesiThCS; HY, a YK
KTO He CMEeTCsI, Y TOTO, KOHEYHO, COBeCTh HeuucTa!» KopoJsib moro He X0Ten
BEPUTH 9TUM HaroBopaM, OJJHAKO Ke CTapyXa TakK HacTauBaljla Ha CBOEM U
00BUHSJIa CBOIO HEBECTKY B CTOIBKUX 3/I0JESIHUIX, YTO KOPOJIb HAKOHEIl faj cebs
YTOBOPUTD U ITPUTOBOPUJI JKEHY K CMEPTHOM Ka3HMU.

Bo mBope KOpoieBCKOTo 3aMKa ObII pa3BefieH OOJbIIION KOCTEP, HA KOTOPOM
OOJIKHBI OBIJIN €€ CXKeYb: U KOPOJIb CTOSIJT Y BEPXHETO OKOIIIeYKa 3aMKa M CMOTpPeJT
CKBO3b C/I€3HI Ha BCE 9TU IIPUTOTOBJIEHUSI, TIOTOMY YTO BCE K€ OYEHb JIIOOUIT CBOIO
XKEHy.

Korpma oHa yxke Oblfla IpUBsS3aHa K CTOJIOY Ha KOCTPe U IJIaMsi KOCTpa OIUHHBIMU
KPACHBIMHU sI3BIKAMHM CTaJIO JTM3aTh Kpah ee ofeKObl, UCTEK ITOCIeTHUN MUT
3aBETHBIX CEMH JIeT.

Torma B BO3OyXe MOCIIBIIIAICS CBUCT KPBUILEB, ¥ ABEHAMNIIATh BOPOHOB IBUIUCH HAJI
KOCTPOM M OIYCTHJIMCh Ha3eMb: U YyTh 3€MJI KOCHYJIKCh, 00PaTHIINCE B e
OpaTheB, KOTOPEIE el 00si3aHbl OB/ CBOMM crnaceHueMm. OHM pa3bpocanu KocTep,
TIOTACHJIX IIJIaMsI, OTBSI3a/Id CECTPY OT CTOJI0a ¥ CTaJIM JIaCKaTh U I[eJIOBATh ee.

TyT y2K, Korma OHa MOTJla OTKPBITh yCTa U TOBOPUTH, OHA paccKasajia KOpoJiio,
rnoyemy OblJla HeMa X HUKOTHa He cMesJsiach.

Koponb ¢ pagocThio y3HaJI 0 TOM, YTO OHa HEBMHHA, U OHU BCe BMECTEe KUJIU B
corjlaCuu 0 caMOU CMEPTH.

A 31mast Mmayexa Obljia OTHOaHa IIoO CyH, U Cyno MPUuCyOouJjl €€ ITOCaguTh B 60‘-IKy C
KHUIIAIITXAM MACJIOM U AO0OBUTHIMU 3MEsIMHK, 1 OHa rmoru6Jia 371010 CMEPTHIO.
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