Eaxka

B necy pocna mManeHbKasi, XopollleHbKas eouka. CTosjia OHa Ha IIpejieCTHOM
MmecTe. KpyromMm e€ pocio MHOTO TOBapuIllei: MaJlleHbKUX ejiell U coceH. CoHIle
rpeJio ee, BO3yXy OBIJIO TaM BOOBOJIb. [ Ts1AsT Ha OONIBIITNUX, €M OYeHb XOTEJI0Ch-ObI
BBIPACTH, YTOOBI IOPABHATHCS C HUMMU.

OHa c HeKHOCTBIO CiylIajia 00JITOBHIO KPECThbIHCKUX OeTel, COOMpaBIINX
3eMJITHUKY U 4epHUKY. He pa3 ciaydanoch, 4TO OHU, HaOpaB IOJIHYIO JIyKOILIKY
YEepHUKU U 3eMJISTHUKM, CAgUJINCh Y MaJlIeHbKOU €JIOUKHU [JIs OTAbIXa U HU3alu
SITOOBI HA COJIOMUHKH.

Pa3 kKak-TO, KpyKach OKOJIO HEE, OHU 3aMEeTHUIIH ee: — «AX, KaKas XOpPOIIeHbKasl,
MaJieHbKas eJlouyKa!» — BCKpHUYasu OeTu. EjKa 4yTh He 3alljlakaja CMOJIMCTHIMHU
cjie3aMu OT CJIOBa «MaJIeHbKasi»: i XOTeJIOCh OBITH GOJIBIIION.

Ha cnepyromiuii rom mepeBIo BEIPOCIIO Ha OHO KOJIEHO; TaM Ype3 rof, elle Ha
OIOHO; — II0 YHCITy KOJIEH BCerjga MOXKHO y3HaTh, CKOJIbKO OEePEeBY JIEeT.

— «0O, Co3paTensb, ecnu OBl 51 OblJIa TAKUM 2Ke OOIBIINM JepPeBOM, Kak apyrue! —
oyMasia eflKa, B3fbIxas, s Obl IPOTSIHYyJIa CBOM BETKM [ajieKO KpyroMm cebs, a
BEPIIMHOMN BHITJISIABIBaIa Obl Ha NIMPOKUM CBET. [ITUIILI CBUBasiK OBl THE3Aa HAa MOUX
BETKaxX, a OT BeTpa 51 Obl TaK¥Ke BaxKHO KHBajla I'OJIOBOIO, KaK T€ BHICOKHUE eJTi!»

Taxk kasoBaiach efika. Ee He pamoBanu HU COMTHEYHBIM CBET, HU NITUYKU, HU
pO30BBIE 00J1aKa, KOTOPHIE YTPOM M BEYEPOM TSHYJIUCH 110 HEODY.

Hacrana 3uma. Kpyrom, HaCKOJIbKO OHa MOTJIa BUAETh, BCE OBIJIO MOKPHITO
cBepKarommM, 6enbIM cHeroM. ITpoGeran nHOTOa 3aWYMK M KaXKILIM pa3, Kak OyaTo
HApOYHO, MePeIprIruBajl Yepe3 MajieHbKoe aepeBIo. O, Kak el 6bIJI0 JOCAaaHO, YTO
TaKOM TPYCJIMBBIN 3BEPEK IpbIraa yepe3 Hee! Ho mpoIiu gBe 3UMBI; B TPETHIO €JIKa
cTasia Takas OOJbIlIasi, YTO 3aWYUK IOJIKEH OBl 00XOIUTh KPYTOM.

— «Ax! Kak-OBI TTOCKOpPEEe BHIPACTH, — OyMajia ejiIka, — U COeJIaThbCs OOJIbIITUM
OepeBoOM; Beb JIyUIlle 9TOr0 HUYero HeT Ha CBeTe».

3UMOI0 TIPHE32Kaan JPOBOCEKH U cpyDOaid HeKOTOphie OObIlie mepeBbsi. OHU
MIpHe3Kaad KaXIObi IO, a MOJIofasl eIKa, KOTopas y?Ke TaK BBIPOCJIa, YTO
moHUMaJsia 0eqy, BCIKHUH pa3 Comporajach IIpK BUAeE, KaK O0Jblline, TPeKpacHbIe
IepeBhbs C IIIyMOM ¥ TPECKOM IIafiajid Ha 3eMJII0; JIIoau o0pybaiu y HUX BeTBHU, U
IIPsIMbIE [ePeBhbsi BO BCIO CBOIO OJIMHY JIeXKaau 00HaXKEeHHBIMHU, TaK YTO UX HEJIb3S
OBLIO y3HATh. [IOTOM MX KJIaJIy Ha POCIIYCKH U JIOIIAAW YBO3UIN UX U3 JIECY.
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PaHHel0o BeCHOI0, KOTHa IIPUJIeTENIM auCThl ¥ JTAaCTOYKH, eJIKa UX CIIPOCUJIa, He
3HAIOT JIX OHU, Kyda ITOBE3JIU 3TU IePEBbI?.. YTO C HUMU OymeT?

JlacTO4YKM HMYEro He 3HaJlk, HO aUCT 3aAyMaJiCsl Ha MUHYTY, KMBHYJI I'OJIOBOIO,
3axJionas OJINHHBIM CBOMM HOCOM M OTBedall efike: «[la, s1 3Hato. f BCTPEeTUI MHOTO
KopaOieii, Korga yieTen cioga u3 Erunra; Ha Kopabiigax 3TUX ObIIM OJIMHHBIE
BeJIMYEeCTBEHHBIE MayThl; CyOs I10 3alaxy, 3TO ObLIM COCHBI».

— «AX, Kak 5 Xkejlai ObITh 007bIOoI0! 4 OB ITOexajia TakKxkKe Yepes Mope.
PacckaxkuTe MHe, OXKaJIyHCTa, YTO JKe 9TO TaKoe MOope, ¥ KaKOBO OHO Ha BUI?»

— «CIuIIKOM OOJITO 00 aTOM PaCCKa3bIBaATh» — CKa3aJl auCT, U IIOJIETEII IIPOYhb.

— «Papyticsa cBoer MOJIOOOCTH, CBEKECTHU U POCTY!» — TOBOPUJIA €1 COJTHEUYHEIE
JIy4Y¥, ¥ BETEP MOIeJIoBaJ AePEeBI0; CIe3hbl POCHl TUXO 3aKalajii Ha Hee, HO OHa He
IIOHSsIJIa 9TOTO.

[Tepen mpa3gHUKOM PoKImecTBa IIpHexXaln IO U CPYOUIT MHOXKECTBO MOJIOIBIX
€JI0K, KOTOPHhIe OBLIM MOJIOXKE MJIM OOWHAKOBOTO POCTA C HAIlleW eJKOM; OHa He
3HaJIa HU MOKOS, HU OTABIXa, a TOJIBKO U AyMaJjla O TOM, KaK-Obl eif BEIOPAThCS U3
nmecy. Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 ObUTH CcPyOIeHB CaMble XOPOIIIeHbKHE e10YKKU. BEeTOK ux He
TPOTaJi¥, @ OCTOPOIKHO yJIOXKHUIIM Ha BO3HI, U YBE3JIU U3 JIECy.

— «Ax, Kyga-JKe 3TO UX YBE3/IU?» — CIIpallliBajia ejika. — Begb oHU He OoJblile
MeHsI; omHa OblNla Jake HecpaBHEHHO Mojioxke? U moueMy y HUX He 00pyOuIu
BeTOK?"

— «MEBI 3HaeM Kyaa, MBI 3HaeM!» — 4BUPK, YBUPK!« — 3ayupuKanm Bopooru: , Ux
YBE3JIM B IrOpo[, UX TaM OXHuOaeT TaKOe BEeJIUKOJIeNre, YTO paccka3aTh TPYOHO. MEI
BUEJIM Yepe3 OKHa: OHM CTOSIIU B TEIJIBIX KOMHAaTaX, YBelllaHHbIe sI0JI0KaMHU,
OpSAHUKAMU, UTPYLIKaMU, 30JI0TEHIMU OpeXaMM M COTHSIMM 3aKKEHHBIX cBeuen!”

— ,Hy, a motomM?“ — crnpocusa ejika u 3aTpeneTajla BCEMU BeTKaMU, — a IIOTOM,
4TO C HUMHU CHOeIaan?»

— «IToTOoM, IOTOM... MBI HUUETO He BUOajId, HO 3TO OBLJIO OTJIUYHO! "

— «Ax, X0Tb OBI CKOpee npumiio PoxmecTBo! MoKeT OBITh U MEHS IIOCTUTIa OBI
Takas XxKe 0ecTdaIlas y4acTh, — JIelleTana eflka. — ITo ObIJIO OHI JIydllle YeM
€30UTh II0 MOpsIM. Teneps A Takas ke OOJbIIas U IpsMas, Kak Te eJIK{, YTO ObLIu
yBe3€eHHl U3 JIeCy B IIPOIIJIOM rofy. AxX, Kak-Obl g XkKeJjajia ObITh Ha BO3Y, U yeXaThb B
ropop: Tam ObI MEHsI TOXK€e IIOCTaBU/IU B TEILJIOM KOMHaTe BO BceM OjiecKe u
Benukonenuu! A moTom?.. IOTOM, BepHO OyHeT ellle Iydille, — MHa4dYe 3a4eM Obl
CTaJIu JIIOOY TaK yKpalaTh MeHs? A TaM Bllepegu, HaBepHO, YTO-HUOyOb ellle
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ropaspo nyuie! Kakoe MydeHue CTOATH 30eCh!.. HET KOHIIa TOMJIEHUIO!.. caMa He
3HAI0, YTO CO MHOIO [ejlaeTCa?».

— «Hacnaxpaiicsa HaMmu! — cKa3asiu el BO3[yX U COJIHEYHBIY CBET; — pPamyucs
CBO€U CBeXKel MOJIOLOCTH U cBoOome!» Ho enka He pagoBasach, pocja U PocCia;
3UMY U JIETO CTOsIJIa OHA 3eJieHasi: BUAEBIINE ee JII0OOU BOCXUIIAIUCH €10, 1
rosopunu: «IIpekpacHoe gepesno! Komy-To moctanetrcs oHO Ha PoxpmecTBO?»

Hakoner HacTasio pokoBoe [is efiku PoxnectBo. Ee nmepyto cpyounu. Tomop
ri1y00KO Bpe3asicsi B caMylo cepaneBuHy. Co CTOHOM yIiajia ejika Ha 3eMJII0, OHa B
IIepPBBIM pa3 MOYyBCTBOBAJIa TaKylo CTpaAIIHy 00nb 1 6eccunue, 4To OblsIa HEe B
COCTOSTHUY [yMaTh O CYaCThe ee, 0KHUAoIIeM; el ObIJI0 TPYCTHO PacCTaBaThCs C
POIOMHOM, C TEM MECTOM, I'Ile OHa BRIPOCJIa; OHA, 3Haja, YTO HUKOoraa 6ojiee He
YBUOUT HA CBOUX TOBAPUIIEl, HU MaJIeHbKUX KYCTOB M I[IBETOB, KOTOPHIE POCIIH
KPYTOM €€, HU JaxkKe 3alurKa, KOTOPBIM TaK Becejio IpPhITall Yyepes Hee, HU
MaJIeHbKUX NTHYEK, KOTOPhIe YaCTO CaJuJIMCh Ha €€ BeTKaX.

Ho enka omnsiThk nmpuiiyia B ce6s1, KOrga ee IPHUBE3/IU C IIPOUYUMHU IePeBbsIMU Ha
OOJIBIIION IBOP, I'le OHA CIIBbIIIalia, KakK Yel0BeK, YBUAEBIIUM ee, CKa3a: «Bort
eJI04YKa, TaK eJjlouKa! IUBHOe, IPEeBOCXOOHOE AEPEBIIO II0IIaJIoCh, HAM TakKoe U
HY>KHO!» OH CXBaTHUJI ee IIOCIIEIITHO C BO3y U BHEC B OOJIBIIYIO, IIPEKPACHYIO 3ay,
10 CTeHaM KOTOPOU BUCEJIN OOPOTUe KapTUHBI; OKOJIO IBIIAIIIEr0 KaMUHa, B
OOJBIINX KUTAMCKUX Ba3aX, BO3BHIIIAINCH HCKYCCTBEHHBIE ITAJIbMBI; TYT OBIJIN U
KaydaloIuecs: CTYJIbs, IIeJIKOM O0UThie AUBAHHI, OOJIbIIINE CTOJIBI CO MHOXKECTBOM
UTPYIIEK U KHUXKEK C KapTUHKaMU, CTOSIIINX COTHU-COTEH TaJlepoB, — Tak, II0
KpalHeu Mepe, TOBOPUJIN OETH.

Enky nmocTaBuiy B AWK HAIOJTHEHHBIM IIECKOM, HO HUKTO He y3Has OB, 94TO 3TO
Takoe; AWK OOMIIM 3eJIEHBIM CyKHOM U ITOCTaBUJIX Ha OOJIBIIION IECTPHIM KOBED.
Enka Tpenerana oT pagmoctu! «4Tto-To OymeT!» — gymana oHa. MeXay TeM II0Ou
IPUHSJINCH YKpamaTh ee. Ha OOHU BETKY OHUM IOBECUJIM BEIpE3aHHBIE U3
pa3HOIBETHOM OyMaru CETOYKM C KOH(peTKaMu, a BLI30JIOYEHHBIE OPexXU U sI0JI0KU
Kak OynTo BeIpociau Ha Hel. [1o BeTkaM Hanenunu 0ojiee COTHU KPaCHEBIX, OEeJIbIX U
rony0nix cBeuel. Kykibl, 4ype3BbIYaliHO IOXOXKUE Ha JII0JeN — KaKUX ejodkKa
HUKOIla He BUOBIBajla — CTOSIJIM Ha BeTKaX. BRICOKO, Ha CaMOM BepXy IPUKPEITUIIN
3Be3ny u3 ¢poneru. Bce 5T0 OBlI0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KPaCHUBO.

— «CeronHs BeuepoM — rOBOpUJIa Becejlas X031UKa JoMa — 3acCusielllb THI,
3eneHas eyouka! Kakast 6ymeT pamocth getsam! "

— «Ax, ecnu OBl y2Ke OBIJT Beuep! — mymMasio [mepeBo; MOCKOPe-0bl 3aKTIu cBevn!
Yrto-To OymeT?... He mpumyT nu mepeBbs U3 JIeCy IIOCMOTPETh Ha MeHsi? BopoObu
HaBEPHO IPUJIETAT K OKHaM. [Toxkasyi, s MpUpPOCTy 37ech U OyQy 3UMY U JIETO
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CTOSITh pa3yKpalleHHas. Ax! 3To Ob110 OB HEOIYPHO, HO Y MEHSI IIOPSIA0YHO
pa3borenach Kopa OT TOMJIEHUS, a 9Ta 00JIb [JIsT MepeBa TakK Xe My4YHuTeJlbHa, KaK
IJISI YeJIOBeKa Ir'oJIoBHasI 00JIb.

Bort HACTYIIMII B€4YeP: 3aXKTJIu CBeYu. YTo 3a Benukoienve! u enkKa O3apuiia BCHO
3aJ1Iy CBOUM 0GJ1eCKOM, U C PagoCTH TaK 3aTpellieTajia BCeEMU BETKaMH, YTO OOHA
CB€4YKa yIlaJia Ha KOBEP U MOPAOOYHO OIlajInjia €ro.

— «[l'ocnopu, momunyu u crnacu Hac! Boael! Kkpuyasa; HAHS, HO X03gUKa
XJIaOJHOKPOBHO 3aTyIlIunjia OTOHb.

Ot cTpaxy, elKa He cMeJla U He MOTJla IIOIIeBeJIbHYThCS: OHa TakK 0osiach
IMOTEPSATH YTO-HUOYOb M3 CBOUX yKpallleHui. Bech 3TOT 61€CK OCJIENJISIT ee.

Ho BOT mBepu pacTBOPUIINCH HAaCTEKb, U TOJIIA HETel BOpBajach B 3aly; —
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHU ONPOKHUHYT eJIKy. CTapliire, BaxKHO yIbI0AsICh, IIIJTH 3a HUMH.
IleTy criepBa OCTAHOBUJIKCH NEPET IEPEBOM M OHEMEITH OT YOUBJIEHUS, HO 3TO OBLIIO
TOJIPKO Ha MHHYTY, a IIOTOM OHHM 3alllyMeJI¥ CHOBA, TaK YTO B yIax 3aTpetrano. OHu
MIPUHSIJIUCH TAHIIEeBAaTh KPYTOM €JI0YKH, M OOUH II0JapOK 3a APYTHUM CPHIBAIU C HEE.

— «Bboxke moii! 4To OHM fOesaioT!» — myMara ejka. «4To xke elle OygeT?»

CBeun, MeXOy TEM, IOTOPEJIX 4O CAMBIX BETOK, IIOCJIe YEero UX MOTYIIUIN, U JeTIM
IT03BOJIEHO OBITIO 0600paTh eo4YKy. Torga oHu OPOCUIIHCH K JepeBY KakK JIIOThIEe
3Bepu! OT cTpaxy AepeBO Kak B JIUXOPAIKe TPSICIIOCh U Tpelasno. He 6yob oHO
MIPUKPEIIEHO BePXYIIKOU K MMOTOJIKY, ero ObI HeIIPpEMEHHO OIPOKUHYIH.

IleTu co CBOMMM BEJIMKOJIEITHBIMU UTPYIIKAMU IIPHITAIH, IIYMEJIN U YXKe He
oOpalany BHUMaHUS Ha eJIKY; moOpast HIHS XOTS 3arjsHyia MeXOy BEeTOK, — HO
TOJIBKO 3aTeM, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh, HEe OCTAJIOCh JIM TaM ellle 3a0bITol KOHGETKH,
SITOOKY WM si0JI0Ka.

— «sanps! MUJILIN OO, CKaXXKH CKa3Ky!>> — 3aKpHu4daJiu JeTH XOPOM H ITOTAIITHUJIN K
OepeBy MaJIEHbKOI'O, TOJICTEHBKOT'O 9€JIOBE€YKa, U ITIOCAOuJIN €Tr0 II0d CaMYIO €JIKY.

— «Hy BOT MBI B 3eJiIeHU», — CKa3aJl OH, — «H [ePEBLI0 MOXKET U3BJIeUb 0CO0YI0
I10JIb3Y U3 TOT'0, YTO YCJIBIIINUT. {1 pacCKaxy TOJIBKO OLHY CKa3Ky; KOTOPYIO XOTUTE:
mpo MBene-ABene, unu nipo Knymre-IIyMmiie, KOTOPOTO COPOCUIH C JIECTHUIILI, @ OH
IIOTOM JOCTUT IIOYECTEUN U KEHUJICS Ha NPUHIlecce?»

— «WBepme-ABene!» — kpuyanu ogHu. — «Het, Knymne-Iymme!» — nepebuBanu
OpyTHe; OT LIyMy U KPUKY, eJIKa Morja Obl cyMa COWTH, eCliu Obl Y He€ OBLIU YIIN;
OHa TOJIbKO AyMasa: «HeyXkenu s 0CTaHyCh B CTOPOHE U He IIPUMY B 9TOM HUKAKOT0
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y4acTusa?». Ho ero ykKe He 3aHMMAaJIKUCh; OHA [OCTAaBHUJIa TO, YTO OT HEE OBIIO
HY2KHO.

U Taxk, yeyoBek NPUHAJICA pPacCKa3bBaTh NP0 «Kiymne-IlymMiie», KOTOPOro XOTSA U
cOPOCUIIN C JIECTHHUIIBI, HO OH JOCTUT IIOYECTEN U KEHUJICS Ha IIpuHIiecce. [leTu
XJIOTIAJIX B JIQAOIIM U KPUUYaIl: «pPacCKa3biBall-Ke, paCcCKa3biBau!»...

Enka cTosiyia HEeMmOgBUIKHAS U OyMaJjla: «IITUYKH B JIeCy HUKOI'Ia He PacCKa3bIBalu
HUYEero IIogo0HOoTo».

— «Knymne-IlymMmiie cOpoCuIu C JIECTHUIIBI, @ OH BCE-3Ke XKEeHUJICS Ha ITpuHIecce! —
Ioa, na! BepHO Tak Bcerga Ha cBeTe ObIBaeT!» — myMasio IepeBo, BooOpaxKas, YTo
BCE 3TO IIpaBfa, KOTOa paccKa3biBal TaKOW MUJIBIM rOCIioguH. — «[loxKanyi, KTO
3HaeT? MoXeT, U MeHsI OPOCST C JIECTHUIILI U MHE JOCTaHeTCs npuHIl!» — 1
IepeBO IIPOCTONYIITHO PafoBajioCh TOMY, YTO 3aBTpa OyAeT OISAT CTOSATH
pa3yKpallleHHOe CBedyaMU, UTPYyILIKaMU, II030JI0UeHHBIMU OpexXxaMu U QPyKTaMu.

— «Tenepsb g cmena! { He Oyny OpoxKaTh KakK B IIepBhIM pa3! — mymarna enka —
BIIOJIHE PafAyIOCh CBOEMY BEJIMKOJIETINIO... 3aBTPa S YCJIBIILY OT KPYTJI€HBKOTO
yejioBeKa ucroputo npo «Meene-Asene»... M Tuxas, 3agymMyuBas ej1o4kKa IIpoOCTosijia
BCIO HOYb B OKUOaHUU: 4TO OymeT? Ho yTpoM paHO B 3a/1y IPHUIIIN JIaKEU C
TOPHUYHOM U IIOTAIUJIM €e U3 KOMHATHI IIPOYb... I10 JIECTHUIIE, Ha YepHOaK U TaM
IIOCTaBUJIX B CAMOM TEMHOM YTy, KyZa He IPOHMKAJI COTHEYHBINA CBET.

— «YTO 9TO 3HAYUT? — OyMaJlia elka — 4To s Oyoy 34ech JenlaTh, YTO yCIbry ?». U
OHa, IpPUCTaBJIeHHAas K CTeHe, AyMala, gyMana... [[poxoqunu gHU ¥ HOYYU; HUKTO He
SIBJISIJICSI, @ €CJIA KTO IIPUXOOUJI, TO 3aTEM TOJIBKO, YTOOHI IOCTaBUTh B yIOJI
KaKoU-HUOyIOb XJIaM HJH SIIUK, ¥ IepeBO COBCEM 3aCTaBUIIM; Ka3ajloCh, O HEM
COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bLIH.

— «Tenepsb 3uMa Ha OBOpe, — OyMajla eJiKa; — 3eMJId 3aMep3Jla U IOKPHITa CHETrOM,
a IOTOMY JIFOM He MOTYT MeHs II0OCAOUuTh B 3€MJII0; II03TOMY s U OOJIZKHA
OCTaBaThCA OO BECHBI Ha 3TOM MecTe. Kak 370 xopoiuo npunymaHo! Kak monu
mo6pst!.. Ho 3aueM OoHM MeHs ITOCTAaBUIU B TEMHOTY? 3mech yKacHo cky4yHo! Croma
He 3aXOOUT JIyd COJIHIIa, HeT JaXKe MaJIeHbKOI'o 3al4uKa, KOTOPHIU IIepelpeiruBa
yepes3 MeHs, Korpaa s Oblyla MaJIeHbKOM, HO TOT[la S He MOrJla IepeHOCUTh 3Toro!..
A, Bemb, Kak OBIJIO MUJIO B JIECYy, KOTAa CHET JiexKaJll KpyroM, a 3al4yrK CKaKaJl MUMO
MeHd... bpp!.. Kakoe 3meck cTpalliHoe OGUHOYECTBO! »

— «ITu, nu!» 3anuinana MajreHbKas MBIIIKA, U BeIOeXKasa U3 HOPKY, a 3a Hel
npyras. OHu OOHIOXaJH €JIKy U IPOCKOJIb3HYIU MeXAy €€ BeTKaMu.

— «@u! KakK 37€ech X0JIOOHO! — cKa3a/u MajleHbKHe MBIIIKW; — BIIPOYEM, 3[eCh
XOpoIno! He IMpaBOa JIU, CTapas eaka?»
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— «YT0? cTapas? { BoBCe He cTapasi! — CKa3aja ejika. — MHOT'O €CThb eJieu
HeCpaBHEHHO CTapllle MeHs».

— «OTKyZa ThI? — CIpallnuBajyd MBIIIKW: — YTO TH 3HaEIIb? (MBIIIKYA OYE€Hb
mo0onbITHEL). [ToXKanyicTa, paccKaXxky HaM IIPO caMoe JIydIllee MecTo Ha 3emJie!
Breina nu THI B ambape, rae jiexkaT MeLIKU ¢ Kpynow? Beisa 1u TH B YyJlaHe, rOe
CBHIp JIEKUT Ha II0JIKaX, a Ha MOTOJIKE BUCUT BeTUYMHA? TaM MOXKHO IIPLITaTh IO
CaJIbHBIM CBe4YaM; B30OUAENlb TyJa XyObIM, a BEIMAEIIb TOJICTEIM. »

— «Her, He OblJTa—CKa3aJla ejlka, — HO 5 3Halo JIeC: TaM CBETUT COJIHII€ U IITHUITBI
nowT!» YU oHa PpacCCKa3ajla UM IIPO CBOIO MOJIOOOCTE. MEBIIIKY, BEICJTYIIIdB PAaCCKa3
€JIKH, IIPU3HAJINCh, 9YTO OHM HUKOI'DJa HUYEero TaKOI'O He CJ/IbIXaJlIh. — «AX, KakK ThI
MHoOro Bugena! Kak Tul OblyIa cYacTIMBa!» — cKa3aJid MBIIIKH.

— «Jla, B camoM merse, 3TO OBLIM BeceJible BpeMeHa OJisd MeHs!» M enka paccKasaia
o Ka"HyHe PoxnecTBa, Korja oHa Obljla pa3yKpallleHa CBeYaMU U pa3HbIMU
JIAKOMCTBaMHU.

— «QO! — mpornuianu MajJleHbKUE MBIIIIKW: — KaK K€ Thl OblJIa CYaCT/IMBaA, CTapas
enKa»!

«4 BOBCe He CTapa! — BO3pPa3uJia €JIKd; MEe€Hs HelaBHO JIIOOU B34JI1 U3 JIECY, "
II03TOMY POCT MOM OCTAHOBMIICS.»

— «Kaxk TBI XOpOoII0 paccKa3blBaelllb!» CKa3ajid MBIIIKU. Y B ClIeayroIy0 HO4Yb OHU
IIPUBENIHU C COOO0IO0 ellle YeThIPeX MBIIIEHAT, KOTOPBIM TOXKe XOTeJIOCh ITOCITyIIaTh
enky. YeM GoJbllle eJika paccKa3biBajla, TeM siICHee IIPUIIOMUHAIOCh el
IIpoIreaInee, 1 OHa myMaia: «To OBIJIO BIIOJTHE cYacTiauBoe BpeMs!... Ho oHO MoxkeT
npuT onsth; Kimymme-Ilymriie ObI71 COPOILIEH C JIECTHUIILI, @ BCE-TAKU JKEHUJICA Ha
npuHilecce.» [Ipu 9TOM elKa BCIIOMHUJIA O XOPOILIEHbKOM AyOKe, UTO POC TaM, B
jiecy; OH OB [JIs HEE IEeNCTBUTENIBHO IPEKPaCHBIM IIPHUHIIEM.

— «KT0 3T0 Knymne-[lymrnie?» — cipocuiy MajleHbKMe MBIIIKK. Ejlka paccka3saa
MM BCIO CKa3Ky; OHa ee IIOMHHUJIa [0 IIOCIeJHErO CJIOBa; @ MBIIIKY OBIJIM TakK
OOBOJIBHBL, YTO OT PAfOCTH IIPBITAId A0 CaMOU BEPXYIIKU IepeBa.

B crnenyoIyio HOYb IPHUIIIIO elle 60JIbIle MEIIel, a B BocKpeceHbe MPHUIIITH JaxKe
IOBe KPHICHL; HO T€ HAIIIJIM, YTO CKa3Ka HeXOpPOoIlla, 3TO CMyTHJIO MaJIeHbKUX MBIIIEK:
1 OHM CaMH CTajIi MeHee MOPOKHUTH CKa3KOM.

— «DTO0 O4YeHb KajKasi CKaska! — cKa3aju KPHICH; He 3HAeTe JIU Bbl KaKOW-HUOY b
OBIITH ITPO CalbHBIE CBEeYM U cano?.. Kakoi-uubyns OydeTHOM ncTopum?»

— «HerT, He 3Haw!» — oTBeyYaso nepeso.
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— «Tak BBl 3HaeTe TOJIbKO OJHY 3Ty CKa3Ky?»

— «TonpKO 3Ty, — OTBedalsla ejIka; — 5 CJIbIIlIajia ee B CaMblid CYaCTJIUBLIUA BeYyep
MO€eU XKU3HU; TOTAa S He IoHMMala, Kak g Obljla cyacTiauBal»

— <<Hy, TakK HpOH.[&fITG!» — CKa3aJIkd KPLBICHL 1 BOPOTHUIIMCH B IIOABAJI K CBOMM.

MareHbKYe MBIIIKY TOXKE YIIIN, U eJIKa IPYCTHO B3MOXHYJIa IIpu MeIcnu: «U
MBIIIIKY MEHSI OCTaBUJIY; a BeOb KaK OBbIJI0 MUJIO, KOT[ia 9TU ITPOBOPHEIE 3BEPKU
CaJgUuJINCh BOKPYT MEHS U CIIyllajii MOUu paccka3ssbl!.. Tereps u 310 MuHYyIo!.. Hy
IIOJIHO TPYCTUTh» — yTelllasnia cebs 6emHas enodyka: «Temnepb cTaHy AyMaTh O TOU
MUHYTE, KOTa MeHs YHECYT OTCIofa».

Brina yke BeCHa Ha OBOpe, KOrga OOHUM yTPOM IPUIIINA JTIOOU U OIPUHSIUCH
yOupaTh YepmakK; OHM OTOABUHYIU SIIUKM, BRITAIIUIIN €JIKy U OPOCUIU ee OUYeHb
HeOpeKHO Ha II0JI; OOWH U3 MPUCIIYTU MOTAIlUII ee 110 JIECTHHUIlE, KyJa ITPOHUKAaI
IOHEeBHOM CBEeT.

«Hy, BOT, onIITh HAYMHAETCS XKU3Hb — ITOAyMaJia eJika, II0YyYBCTBOBAB CBEXKUM
BO3[yX U YBUOAB COJTHEYHBIE Ty4Yu. Ee BEIHECIM Ha OBOP. Bcé 3TO cnydunoch Tak
OBICTPO, YTO AEPEBIIO HE MOTJIO OTIOMHUTBLCS; KPYTOM OBLIIO Ha YTO IIOCMOTPETh:
OBOP MPUMBIKAJ K CaJiUKy; TaM BCE IIBEJIO; CBeXKMe ITaXy4due PO3Hl IIsAelI CKBO3b
MaJIeHbKYIO PENIeTKY; IBEIU sI0JI0OHU, U JTaCTOYKHU JIeTalIu KPYTroM:
«KBUppe-puppe-put!» — palgaBaaoch B BO3AYXE.

— «BOT s HAYMHAIO OMATh XKUTh!» — pPagoBaach eJIka M X0oTejia IIUPOKO IIPOTSIHYTh
CBOM BETKH; HO YBbI! OHU y2Ke BLICOXJIM U MOXKeJITeJIM, U caMa OHa JiexkaJjia B yIiy,
Cpenu KpaluBbl 1 COPHOM TpaBhl. TOIBKO 30JI0TAsI 3Be3[la Ha BEPXYIIKe eé
CBepKasa elle Ha IpKOM cojHIle. Ha mBope pe3BUINCh 3HAKOMBIE €M MaJIbYUKH,
KOTOPHIE TIJIsICalid BOKPYT eé Ha PoxXpecTBe, ¥ KakK TOT[a OHHW pPaJoBalIUCh €10, a
Terneps!... BoT, omuH 13 HUX nogbekaln K Hel, yIIepcs B Hee HOT0I0 U OTOpBall
ImocjeaHee yKpallleHue: 30JI0TYIO 3Be3y.

— «IToCcMOTpPHUTE, YTO €eIlle 0CTAJIOCh Ha CTAapO# OPSHHOMN enKe!» — BCKpHUYaJ OH,
IIprYeM TaK HaCTYIIUJI Ha e€ BeTKH, UTO OHU 3aTpelnanu. Eloyka mocMoTpera Ha
IIBETYIIMH call ¥ Ha ce0si, ¥ el OMSATh 3aX0TEJIOCh CTOSTh B TEMHOM YTIIy Ha
yepaake, rae MaJIeHbKHe MBIIIKYA TaK BECEeJIo CIyIaau cKa3Ky mpo Kmymme-IIywmiie.

— «IIpomno! Bcé mpomutno!» — mogymarno mepeBiio. EMy BclloMHUIACh €ro cBexKas
MOJIOOOCTD B JIECY M BeCeJbli POXKOeCTBEHCKUM Beuep. — «AX, ecnu OBl ST TOTIa
yMersla pamoBaThbCsi, HO YBHI, BCE MPOIo!...» TyT IIpuilies HBOPHUK C TOIIOPOM,
TTOJIOKUJI AEPEBIIO Ha IeHb U U3PYOUII ero B KyCKU, IIOTOM CJIOZKUII B CBA3KY U YHEC
B IIMBOBApPHIO.
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fpko 3ambiana enka non 60IbIIINM ITMBOBAaPHBIM KOTJIOM; OHA I'JIyOOKO B3[bIXalla,
U KaX[bIM B300X €€ OblJI MaJIeHbKUM BLICTPEJT; OEeTH, YCIIbIXaB 3TOT TPECK,
nmpubezkaly, yCeluch repen NeYkKoi U pailoBajIiCh, KakK eJloyKa ropeja U Tpelasa:
«rmud! ud!.. mad! mad!..»

[TotroMm meTu nmobexkasnu B caji MOUTPaTh B CONOATUKY; Ha TPYAX y CaMOTr0 MJIaAIIero
u3 HuX OJj1ecTesla Ta caMasi 3Be37a, 4TO OblJIa Ha €JIKe B CAMBIM CUYACTJIMBEHIINHN
BeUYep e€ XKU3HU.
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