®po — smu3oa 2 u3 10

B macmypHyto morogy oH 6pai ¢ co6oi 30HT, a 00eq1 eMy IPUHOCHUIIA Ha OYyTrop ero
eOUHCTBEHHAas [04b, IOTOMY YTO € OBIJIO JKaJIKO OTIla, KOTfla OH BO3Bpalllacs
BeYEepOM, XyHOOU, TOJIOOHBIN U OeIlleHbIN OT HeyoOBJIETBOPEHHOT 0 paboyero
BoxkpmesneHus. Ho HemaBHO, KOrfla yCTapeBIINi MeXaHUK, 110 00bIYaio, opai u
pyracs co CBoel BO3BHIIIEHHOCTH, K HEMY ITOMOIIE] ITapToOPT AeIlo TOBapHII]
[IMCKyHOB; IapTOPT B35JI CTapHKa 3a PYKY ¥ OTBeJI B mero. KOHTOPIIIUK Ierno cCHOoBa
3anucall CTapyuKka Ha I1apoBO3HYIO CIykKO0y. MexaHUK Biie3 B OyIKY OOHOM XOJIOTHOMN
MAaIllMHBI, CEJI YV KOTJIa U 3aipeMaJl, UCTOIIIeHHbIM COOCTBEHHLIM CYaCTheM, OOHUMas
OOHOM PYKOIO ITapOBO3HBIN KOTEJI, KaK XKMBOT BCETO TPYASIIET0Cs YeJIOBeUeCcTBa, K
KOTOPOMY OH CHOBa ITPUOOIIUJIICS.

®pocs! ckazan oTel] JoYepH, KOrfa OHa BEpHYJach CO CTAHIIMM, IIPOBOIUB MyXKa B
manbHUM nyTh. ®pocs, may MHe U3 IeUYKU Yero-HuOyab ImoxkKeBaTh, a TO KaK Obl MeHS
HOYbIO HE BbI3BAJIU €XaTh...

OH eXeMUHYTHO OXKMIaJl, YTO er0 BEI30BYT B ITI0€3[IKY, HO €ro BHI3bIBAJIA PEIKO pa3
B TPU-YETHIpEe OHS, KOorfa monbuparscs COOPHBIN, JIeTKOBECHBIM MapuIpyT 100
clIydasiach Apyras HeTpynHas Hy»Kaa. Bce-Taku oTel] 60sj1CsS BEIUTU Ha paboTy
HECBITHIM, HEIIOATOTOBJIEHHBIM, YTPIOMBIM, II09TOMY IIOCTOSSHHO 3a00TUJICS O CBOEM
30POBbe, 6OAPOCTHU U IIPABUJILHOM IHIIleBapeHNH, paclleHnBasi caM ce0sl KakK
BEOYILIUU XKeJIe3HbIU Kaap.

I'paxkgaHUH MeXaHUK! C JOCTOMHCTBOM U 4YJIeHOpa3[eJIbHO TOBOPUII HHOTAA
CcTapuK, oOpailasich TUYHO K cebe, © MHOTO3HAUYUTEJIbHO MOJT4aJjl B OTBET, KaK OBl
ClyIlasi JaJIeKylo OBallHIo.

®pocs BEIHYJIA TOPIIOK M3 QYXOBOTO IIKAlla U Aajia OTIy eCTh. BeuepHee cosHIle
IIPOCBEeYUBaJI0 KBapTUPY HAaCKBO3b, CBET IIPOHUKAJ IO camoro Teja ®pocu, B
KOTOPOM T'PEJIOCH €€ cepflle U HeIIPEePHIBHO cpabaThIiBao TEKYIIYI0 KPOBb U
XKU3HeHHoe uyBCcTBO. OHa yIilyia B CBOI0 KOMHaTy. Ha cTose y Hee Obljia feTcKas
dboTorpadusa ee Myxka; mo3Ke OeTCTBa OH HY pa3y He CHUMAJICS, IOTOMY YUTO He
WHTepecoBasics co00i U He BepuJl B 3HaUeHUe CBoero nulia. Ha moxesnTesien
KapTOYKe CTOSII MaIb4MK C OOJIBIIION, MIaJeHYeCKOM I'0JI0BOM, B OeqHOM pyOarllke,
B [elleBHIX IITaHaX ¥ 60COM; IT03aau HEro poCiau BoiieOHbIe ePeBbs, U B
OTHaJIeHUU HaXOOUINCh (GOHTAH U ABOpell. MaJbuuK IIggesl BHUMATEILHO B ellle
MaJIo3HaKOMBIY MUDP, He 3aMedasi ITo3agu cebs mpeKpacHOM KHU3HU Ha XOJICTe
doTorpada. [IpekpacHas KU3HbL OblJIa B CAMOM 3TOM MaJlbYUKe C IITHPOKUM,
BOOAYILIEBJIEHHBIM U POOKUM JIUIIOM, KOTOPHIN AepzKajl B pyKaxX BETKY TPaBbl BMECTO
UTPYIIKYU U KacaJiCs 3eMJIU JOBEPYUBLIMU I'OJIBIMU HOTaMU.

Y3ke HOYb HacTymnuaa. [TocenKoBEIM acTyxX IIPUTHAJ Ha HOYJIeT MOJIOYHBIX KOPOB
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U3 crenu. KopoBel MbIYasy, IPOCICh Ha IIOKOU K XO3sieBaM: XKEeHINNHEI, JoMalllHue
XO35UKHU, YBOOWJIU UX KO OIBOPY AOJITMU OeHb OCThIBAJl B HOYb; Ppocsa cumera B
cyMpaxe, B GJia’KeHCTBe JII00BU U MaMSATH K yexaBIIeMy YeJIOBEeKYy. 3a OKHOM, HadyaB
MIPsIMOM yTh B HeOeCHOe CcYaCTJIMBOE MPOCTPAaHCTBO, POC/IH COCHEI, cjiabkle rojioca
KaKUX-TO HUYTOXKHBIX IITULl HAlleBaJIu [IOCIIegHYe, OpeMIIIOIINe IIeCHH, CTOpOXKa
TbMBI, Ky3HEUYUKU, U3[aBaii CBOM KPOTKUE MUPHEIE 3BYKU O TOM, UTO BCe
6J71aroI0IyYHO U OHU He CIIAT U BUOSIT.

Orern cripocun y ®pocu, He IOUMET JIX OHA B KJIy0: TaM CEerofHs HoBasl IIOCTaHOBKA,
00l IIBETOB U BHICTYIIJIEHUE 3aTEMHUKOB M3 KOHOYKTOPCKOTO pe3epBa.

Hert, cka3zamna ®pocs, s He mmouay. 4 mo Mmyxy OyOy CKydaTh.

ITo ®enbke? mpou3Hec MexaHUK. OH IBUTCS: ITPOUET OOUH TOO U OH TYT OymOerT...
Ckyuaii cebe, a To 4TO X! 91, OBIBAJIO, Ha CYTKH, Ha IBOE yedoy TBOS ITOKOMHUIIA
MaTh U TO CKydYasia: MellaHKa Obijia!

A s BOT He MelllaHKa, a CKy4alo BCe paBHO! ¢ yaouBjieHMeM nporosopusa dpocd.
HeTt, HaBepHO, 4 TOXKe MelllaHKa...

OTel yCIIOKOUII €€:

Hy, kakas ThI MemiaHKa!.. Temeps UX HET, OHU yMepPIu OaBHO. Tebe Mo MellaHKu
ellle JOJITO KUTh U YYUTHCS HYXKHO: Te XOPOIlne XKeHIITNHEI ObIIH. ..

[lama, cTymai B CBOI0O KOMHATYy, cKa3ana ®pocs. 4 Tebe CKOpPo yKHHATDL AaM, 5
ceryac xo4y OBLITH OfHA...

YXuHaTh ceyac mopa! cornacumics oTell. A To KaObl U3 Oel0 BEI3LIBAJILIIUK HE
IIPUILIEeJT: MOXKeT, 3a00Jien1 KTo-n1160, 3allbsIHCTBOBAJI UJIM B CEMENCTBE
OpaMa-LIyTKa, Majio JIX 4To. £ Torma moJiXKeH Bpa3 AIBUTHCS: OBUXKEHUE
OCTaHOBUTHCSA HUKOrAa He MoxKeT!.. 9X, PefbKa TBOUM Ha KyPh€PCKOM cerndac
MYUTCS, 3eJIeHble CUTHAJIBI eMy T'OPSAT, Ha COPOK KMJIOMETPOB BIlepen eMy OOpPOry
0CBOOOXKOAIOT, MEXaHUK [OaJIeKO TISAUT, MallluHy eMy 9JIEKTPUYeCTBO OCBellaeT
BCe Kak Iiojiaraercsa!

CTapuk MeIlIKall yXOOUTh, TOIITAJICS ¥ O0pMOTasl CBOX CJIOBa AajibIlie: OH JIFOOUIT
OBITH C OYEPhIO UIN C APYTUM 4YeJIOBEKOM, KOTfla I1apoBO3 He 3aHKMMaJl ero ceppaiia
U yMa.

[Tama, ctynau ykuHaTh!
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