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Tokaph IOMHHT, YTO rOpe HavasloCh CO BUepalllHero Bedyepa. Korga Buepa Beuepom
BOPOTHUJICS OH JOMOM, 10 OOLIKHOBEHUIO ITbSTHEHBKUM, U I10 3aCTapesioi MPUBLIYKE
Havas OpaHUTHLCSA U MaxaTh KyJlaKaMHU, CTapyxXa B3TJIIHYJa Ha cBoero OysiHa Tak,
KakK paHbllle HUKOTa He risanena. OObIKHOBEHHO BhHIpaXKeHME ee CTapuYeCKHUX Ijas
OBIII0 My4YeHUYEeCcKoe, KPOTKOe, KaK y CO0aK, KOTOPBIX MHOTO OBIOT U ITIJIOXO KOPMSIT,
Temeph XKe OHa I'Jisifiesia CYpOBO M HEMOOBUIKHO, KaK I'JIAOAT CBAThIe HAa UKOHAX MIIU
yMmupamwimme. C 93TUX CTPaHHBIX, HEXOPOILHUX I'JIa3 U Hadaioch rope. OurajgeBiinu
TOKaph BHIIIPOCUJI y COCefia JIoUIafleHKYy U Tellephb Be3eT CTapyXy B OOIbHULLY, B
Hapgexpe, uTo [TaBenm M BaHBIY ITOPOIIIKAMM U Ma3sMHU BO3BPATUT CTapyxe ee
IPEeXKHUU BITJIAM.

TwI ke, MaTpeHa, ToBO... 6opMmoueT oH. Exxesnu ITaBen MiBaHBIY CITPOCUT, OuI s1 TeOs
WUJIN HEeT, TOBOPU: HUKAK HeT! A s TeOst He Oyny Oonbine 6uth. BoT Te kpecT. [la
HelrTo s 6un Tebs 1mo 37mo06e? bun Tak, 3psd. 4 Tebs xkaner. [Ipyromy OBl 4 rops
MaJio, a 4 BOT Be3y... cTapaichk. A meTeT-TO, MeTeT! ['ocriogu, TBos Boysa! IlpuBen
OBI TOJIBKO OOT C MOPOTH He COUThCS... YTo, 60muT 60K? MaTpeHa, YTO XK ThI
Mosruuib? f Tebs cuparmuBap: 60IUT 60K?

CTpaHHO eMy KaxKeTCsl, UTO Ha JIMIle y CTapyXu He TaeT CHer, CTPaHHO, YTO caMo
JINTI0 KaK-TO 0COOEHHO BHITSIHYJIOCH, IIPHUHSI0 OJIefHO-CEePHIH, TPsI3HO-BOCKOBOM
LIBET U CTAJI0O CTPOTHUM, CEPbE3HBIM.

Hy u nypa! 6opMmodeT Tokaph. 4 TebGe Mo coBeCcTH, KakK Iepeq 60roM... a ThI, TOBO...
Hy u nypa! Bo3smy BOT u He 1n1oBe3y K [laBny MBaHbIuy!

Tokaph omycKaeT BOXKKU U 3afgyMbiBaeTcsi. OTTISIHYThCS Ha CTapyxy OH He
pemiaeTcsi: cTpalnHo! 3amaTh el BOIIPOC U He TMOJIYYUTh OTBETa TOXKEe CTPAIIIHO.
HaxkoHell, 4T00 MOKOHYUTH C HEU3BECTHOCTHIO, OH, HE OTJISIABIBAsICh Ha CTapyXy,
HaIIyIIbIBAeT €ee XOJIOAHYIO PYKY. IlomHsATas pyKa IafaeT Kak MJIeTh.

ITomepmna, ctano 6erTh! Komuccusi!

U Tokaps miadeT. EMy He Tak KaJlko, Kak mocapgHo. OH gyMaeT: Kak Ha 9TOM CBeTe
Bc€ OnICTpO pmenaetcs! He ycmerno ellle Ha4yaThCs €ro Tope, KaK YK roToBa
pa3Bsi3Ka. He ycrien oH MOXKUTH CO CTapyXoOU, BEICKa3aTh €M, 1moxKaJieTh ee, Kak OHa
ykKe yMmepra. 2KujI oH ¢ Helo COPOK JIeT, HO BeIb 3T COPOK JIEeT IIPOIIIJIX, CJIOBHO B
TyMaHe. 3a IIbSIHCTBOM, JIpaKaMU U HYKOOU He 4yBCTBOBaJjlaCh KU3Hb. U, Kak Ha
3710, CTapyxXa yMepJjia KakK pa3 B TO caMoOe BpeMsi, KOrfia OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO
XKaseer ee, XKUTh 0e3 Hee He MOJKET, CTPAIITHO BUHOBAT Ilepen Hel.

A Bepnpb oHa 1o Mupy xopnuna! BcmomuHaeT oH. CaM s IocHIIan ee xjeba y jomei
npocuTth, Komuccusi! Eit ObI, mype, ellle JIeT OeCSITOK IIPOXKUTh, a TO, HeOOCh,
OyMaeT, 4To 51 U B3alpaBOy TaKoi. MaTh nmpecBsATas, fa Kyla e K JIellleMy s 3TO
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eny? Temeps He JIeUUTh HAO, a XOPOHUTH. [loBopauuBau!

Tokapp moBOpayuBaeT Ha3a[d U U30 BCel CUJIBI ObeT 110 Jiomagke. [1yTh ¢ KaxKIabIM
4aCcoM CTaHOBUTCS BCE XyXKe U xyxKe. Teleps yxKe Oyrd COBCeM He BUOHO. M3penka
CaHM HaedyT Ha MOJIOLAYIO eJIKy, TEMHBIU ITpeaMeT ollapalaeT PyKU ToKaps,
MeJIbKHET IIepe[ ero rjia3aMu, U II0ojie 3PeHHUs ONSITh CTAHOBUTCS O€eJIbIM,
Kpy2KaIlluMcs.

Kuth OB CBI3HOBA... iyMaeT TOKaphb.

BcrioMuHaeT oH, 4To MaTpeHa JIeT COPOK TOMYy Ha3ap Obljia MOJIOLOM, KpaCHUBOM,
BeceJiol, 3 6oraToro gBopa. Briganu ee 3a HETo 3aMyK IIOTOMY, YTO IIOJIbCTUJIHUCH
Ha ero MacTepcTBO. Bce maHHbBIe OBIIN [JI51 XOPOIIETO XKUThs, HO 6efa B TOM, YTO OH
KaK HaIMUJICS IIocJie CBanbObl, 3aBaJIMICA Ha €YKy, TaK CJIOBHO U IO CHUX IIOP He
mpoceinancs. CBagb0y OH IOMHUT, @ YTO OBIJIO ITOC/Ie CBAObOBl XOTh yO€#, HU4Yero
He IOMHUT, KpOMe pa3Be TOr'0, UYTO IIUJI, JIexXaJl, Apajcs. Tak ¥ mpornajyu COpoK JieT.
Bernbie cHexkHBIe 00/1akKa HaUWHAIOT Majio-lloMally cepeTh. HacTymnaioT cyMepKH.
Kynma x 51 eqy? cnoxBaThHIBaeTCs BOAPYT TOKapb. XOPOHUTHL HAAO, a I B OOIBHUILY...
Owranen ci1oBHO!

Tokaph OonsATH TIOBOpPAUYMBaET Ha3al U ONSATh ObeT 1o Jiomranu. KoOblIKa HalpsaraeT
BCe CBOU CUJIBI U, (hBIpKasi, 6€3KUT MeJIKOM phICcliol. ToKaph pa3 3a pa3oM XJIELIeT ee
1o crnuHe... C3agu CIBIIIUTCS KaKOW-TO CTYK, ¥ OH, XOTh He OTJIsIABIBAETCS, HO
3HaeT, YTO 3TO CTY4YHUT I'0JI0oBa IIOKOMHUIILI O CaHU. A BO3[yX BCE TEMHEET U
TEMHEET, BeTep CTaAHOBUTCS XOJIOOHEE U pe3dye...

CrI3HOBA OBI KUTh... fyMaeT ToKapb. MHCTPpyMeHT OBl HOBHIM 3aBECTh, 3aKa3bl
OpaTh... IeHbI'W OBl CTApPyXe OTHaBaTh... Aa!

U BOT OH poHseT BOXKXKU. UIIeT ux, X04eT NONHATh U HUKaAK He IIOJHUMET; PYKU He
OEUCTBYIOT...

Bcé paBHO... fymMaeT OH, caMa JIoIllafb IIOKAeT, 3HaeT gopory. [locnaTh Ol TEIIEPE...
[Tokema TaM ITOXOPOHEI UM TAHUXUAA, IPUIeYb OHL.

Tokapb 3aKphIBaeT I'jla3a U apemseT. HeMHOTr o Iorofsi, OH CABIIINAT, YTO JIOIIagb
octaHoBuNack. OH OTKPHIBAET T'Jla3a ¥ BUOUT Ilepen co00i YTO-TO TEMHOE, II0X0XKee
Ha n30y UJIM CKUPMOY...

Emy OBI BHIJIE3TH U3 CaHEM U y3HaTh, B YEM [IeJI0, HO BO BCEM TeJjie CTOUT TaKas
JIeHb, UTO JIydllle 3aMeP3HYTh, YeM ABUHYTHCS C MecTa... M oH 6e3MITeKHO
3acelnaer.

[TpoceiniaeTcs OH B OOJIBIIION KOMHATe C KpallleHBIMU CTeHaMHu. VI3 OKOH IbeT SIPKUU
COJTHEYHHIN IeHb. TOKaph BUOUT Hepen coO0M Tiofel 1 IIePBBIM JeJIOM X04YeT
IoKa3aTh Ce051 CTEIIEHHBIM, C IIOHSITUEM.

[Manuxunaky OvI, OpaTIIEL, IO cTapyxe! roBopuT oH. baTiomke OB CKAa3aTh...

Hy, nagnao, magHo! Jlexxu y! oOpeIBaeT ero 4eu-To rojoc.

BaTtiomka! ITaBen VMiBaHbIY! yOUBIISIETCS TOKApPh, BUISA mepen coO0M JOKTOPaA.
Bamieckopopnue! brarogererns!
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Xo4eT OH BCKOYUTH U OYXHYTh Ileped MeOIULMHON B HOTHU, HO YyBCTBYET, UTO PYKHU U
HOT'Y €ro He CIIYLIalTCA.

Bame Beicokopogue! Horu xke mou raoe? I'me pyku?

ITpourarica ¢ pykamu 1 HOraMu... OTmopo3usn! Hy, Hy... 4ero xe THI IJIa4€ellb?
IMoxxwun, u cnaBa 6ory! HebGoch, M1eCTh IeCATKOB TPOXKUI OymeT c Tebs!

T'ope!.. Brimmeckoponue, rope Benb! ITpocTtute BenukonyrHo! Elie OB TOTOYKOB
OATb-IIECTh...

3auem?

Jlomiams-ToO uyzKas, OTHaTh Hafmo... CTapyxy XOpOoHUTh... 1 Kak Ha 3TOM CBeTe BCe
CKOpo penaetcsa! Bamre Beicokoponue! IlaBen MBanbId! [TopTcurapyumk u3s
KapenbCcKol 6epe3bl HaunyuIuii! KpoKeTHuK BHITOYY...

ITOKTOp MallleT PyKOU U BBIXOOWUT U3 ImajiaThl. TOKapi aMUHB!
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