XosictroMmep AcTopus j1o1IagH

Bce BhIIIE U BHIIIE TOOAHUMAIOCh HEOO, IITUPE PaCIJIbIBaach 3aps, benee
CTaHOBUJIOCH MAaTOBOE cepeOpo pockhl, 6e3KM3HEHHee CTAHOBUJICS CEPII MecsIia,
3By4YHee — JIec, TN HaYyuHaJli IIOOHUMAThLCSI, ¥ Ha 6apCKOM KOHHOM [BOpPE Yallle
¥ 4allle CIIBIIIAIOCh GBIPKaHbe, BO3HS II0 COJIOME U [laXKe CEPOUTOe BU3TIIMBOE
pPXaHbe CTONIIUBIIUXCS W MOB3OOPUBIIUX 3@ YUTO-TO JIOIIAMIEH.

— Ho-0! ycneems! iporonoganucek! — ckasaj cTapblii TaOYHIIUK, OTBOPSS
ckpunsamue Bopota. — Kyna? — KpuUKHYI OH, 3aMaxuBasiCh Ha KOOBUIKY, KOTOpas
CyHyJIach OBIJIO B BOPOTA.

Tabyuuiuk Hectep OB ogeT B Ka3aKWH, ITOAMNOSICAHHBIM PEMHEM C HaOOpoOM, KHYT y
Hero OBLJI 3aXJIECTHYT 4Yepe3 IjIedo, U xjie0 B IOJIOTeHIle OB 3a M0sicOM. B pykax
OH HeC Ce[Jio U y3[OedKy.

Jlomragyu HUCKOJIBKO He UCITYTaJINCh U He OCKOPOUIINCH HaCMEIIIUBLIM TOHOM
TaOyHIIIMKA, OHU CHOejlaJid BUJ, YTO UM BCe PaBHO, U HETOPOIIJIUBO OTOIIIHN OT
BOPOT, TOJIPKO OMHA CTapas KapaKoBas I'pUBacTasi KOObIIa ITPUJIOKUIIA YXO U
OBICTPO ITOBEPHYJIACh 3amoM. [Ipu 3TOM cirydyae MoJiogasi KOOBIJIKA, CTOSIBIIAST C3aau
U 10 KOTOPOM 3TO BOBCE He KacajloCh, B3BU3THYJIa U IToAdasia 3aJiloM IIepBOH
OIaBILEeMCs JIOMIaau.

— Ho-0! — eme rpomye u rpo3Hee 3aKpuyas TaOYHIIUK M HAaIlPpaBUJICS B yIOJI
oBopa.

M3 Bcex yolllafie, HaXOOUBIITKUXCS Ha BapKe (X OBIJIO OKOJIO COTHH), MEHbIIIEe BCeX
HeTepIIeHus MOKa3bIBal MeTHH MepPUH, CTOSIBIINM OQUHOKO B YTIIy IO HABECOM H,
MIPUIIYPUB TJIa3a, TU3aBIInM TyO0BYIO COXy capasi. Hen3BecTHO, KaKO# BKYC
HAXOMOWUJI B 9TOM IIeTHH MEepPHH, HO BEIPaXkeHue ero OBIJI0 CePhe3HO U 3aAyMUYuBoO,
KOTa OH 9TO meJal.

— Banyii! — onsaTh TeM XKe TOHOM o0paTHJIiCs K HeMy TaOyHIIMK, TOAXO0As K HeMY U
KJIafsi Ha HaBO3 IIO/IJIe HEr0 CEeJIO U 3aJIOCHUBIIUNCS ITOTHUK.

[Teru#t MepUH IIepeCcTa IN3aTh U, He IIeBeJIsICh, JOJIro cMoTpen Ha Hectepa. OH
He 3aCMesiJICsI, He PacCepausics, He HaXMyPHJICS, a TIOHEC TOIbKO BCEM JKUBOTOM U
TSI2KEJI0, TSXKEJI0 B3[IOXHYJI U OTBEPHYJICSA. TaOyHIIMK OOHSI eTo IIel0 U Hagen

Y3IOEeUKy.

— YTo B3OBIXaellb? — cKa3anl Hecrtep.
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MepuH B3MaxHYJI XBOCTOM, KaK OyaTo roBops: «Tak, Hu4dero, Hectep». HecTep
TIOJIOKMJI HAa HETO IMMOTHUK U CeLJio, TpuieM MePUH IIPUI0KUJI YIIIHU, BEIpaxasi,
IOOJIZKHO OBITH, CBO€ HEy[OBOJILCTBHE, HO €TI0 TOJIbKO BEIOPAHUJIM 3a 9TO APSHBIO U
CTaJiu CTATUBAThH MOANPYTrHU. [Ipy 3TOM MepuH HaAyJICcs, HO eMy BCYHYJIHU Ilajiell B
POT U yOapuIu KOJIEHOM B KHUBOT, TaK YTO OH HOJI?KEH OBLJT BEITYCTUTH OVX.
HecmoTps Ha TO, Korpga 3y0OM MOATSTHUBAJIM TPOK, OH ellle Pa3 MIPUI0KUII YIIU U
maxe OTJITHYJICS. XOTs OH 3HAJI, UYTO 3TO He IIOMOXKET, OH BCe-TaK{ CUHUTAJl HYKHBIM
BBIPA3UTh, UTO EMY 3TO HEIIPUSATHO U Bcerfa OymeT moKa3biBaTh 9T0. Korga oH ObI
oce[jlaH, OH OTCTaBHUJI OIJIBIBIIIYIO IIPAaBYI0 HOT'Y M CTaJl XKeBaTh y[auia, TOXKe 110
KAaKUM-TO OCOOEHHBIM COO0OpakeHusIM, IIOTOMY 4YTO IOpa eMy OBIJIO 3HATh, YTO B
yOusiax He MOXKeT ObITh HUKAKOT0 BKyca.

HecTep 1o KOPOTKOMY CTpPEMEHHU BJle3 Ha MepUHa, pa3MoTall KHYT, BEIIIPOCTaI
U3-TI0[ KOJIeHa Ka3aKWH, yCeJICS Ha cefJjie 0COOeHHOU, Ky4epCKOM, OXOTHUYBEH,
TaOyHIIMYbEeN IOCagKOU U IEepHYI 3a I0BOObsI. MepuH NOOHSII IOJI0BY, U3bSABISA
TOTOBHOCTB UATH, KyJa IIPUKAXKYT, HO He TPOHYJICA ¢ MecTa. OH 3HaJI, 4TO, IpeXxkae
4yeM exaTh, MHOTOe ellle OynoyT Kpu4daTh, CUOS Ha HeM, IpUKa3kiBaTh OPYTOMY
TaOyHIIUKY Baceke u nomansaMm. [lerictButenbHO, Hectep cTtan Kpuuats: «Backkal a
Bacwka! Matok BeimycTui, 4To j1b? Kynma TeI, nemou! Ho! Anp criuins. OTBOpPSAH,
nyliay Hamepen MaTKU OPOUOyT» — U T. A.

BopoTta 3ackpunenu, BackKka, CepauThIY U 3aClIaHHBIM, JepKa JIolIagb B IOBOAY,
CTOS1J1 y Bepeu U IIponycKal jolaaeu. Jlomanu ogHa 3a OOHOM, OCTOPOXKHO CTyIlas
110 COoJIoOMe U OOHIOXMBAS €€, CTaJI IIPOXOAUTh: MOIOable KOOBIJIKA, CTPUTYHEI,
COCYHUYHUKM U TAXKeJIble MaTKH, OCTOPO2KHO, 110 OOHOM, B BOPOTax IIPOHOCS CBOU
yTpoOBI. Mosogble KOOBIIKM TECHUIUCH MHOTA 110 IBOE, II0 Tpoe, Kiaasd aApyT ApyTy
TrOJIOBHI Yepe3 COUHBI, U TOPOIUJINCh, HOTaMHU B BOPOTax, 3a YTO BCAKUU pa3
nosjydyanu OpaHHEBIE CJIOBa OT TaOyHIITUKOB. COCyHUYUKHU Opocanuch K HoraM UHOTa,
Yy2KHX MaTOK U 3BOHKO pP2KaJiy, OT3hIBasiCh Ha KOPOTKOE rOoroTaHbe MaTOK.

Mornopas KOOBIJIKa-1IalyHbsI, KaK TOJILKO BeIOpasiach 3a BOPOTa, 3arHyJia BHU3 U
HaOOK roJIOBy, B3HECJIa 3aOM U B3BU3THYJIa; HO BCe-TaKu He ITocMeJia 3abexXaTh
BIIEPE[] CepOoM CTapOM, OCHIITaHHOM rpeukoi 2KynaeiObl, KOTOPast TUXUM, TSIXKeTbIM
mrarom, ¢ 60Ky Ha OOK ImepeBanuBasi OPIOX0, CTEIIEHHO IIJ1a, KaK BCerja, Bliepenu
BCeX JIoLafeu.

3a HEeCKOJIBKO MUHYT CTOJIb OKUBJIEHHBIN IIOJIHBIM BapOK II€4YajibHO ONyCTeJT;
TPYCTHO TOPYaJiX CTOJIOH oM MyCTHIMM HaBeCcaMM, ¥ BUOHeIaCh OfHA U3MATasl,
yHaBOXKeHHas cojioMa. Kak Hu npuBbEIYHA OblJla 9Ta KapTHUHA OIIYCTEHUS IIETOMY
MEepUHY, OHa, JOIXKHO OBITh, TPYCTHO IIOOEeNCTBOBala Ha Hero. OH MeIJIeHHO, KakK
OBbI KJTQHSASICh, OIIYCTUJI U TIOJHSJI TOJIOBY, B3LOXHYJI, HACKOJIBKO €My ITI03BOJISINI
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CTSHYTHIN TPOK, ¥, KOBBIJISISI CBOUMU ITOTHYTHIMU HEPACXOOUBIIUMUCS HOTAMH,
nmobpesn 3a TaOyHOM, YHOCSI Ha CBOEM KOCTJISIBOM crimHe ctaporo Hecrtepa.

«3Halo: Temepb, Kak BbleIeM Ha JOPOTYy, OH CTaHET BhICEKaTh OTOHb U 3aKyPUT CBOIO
OepeBsIHHYIO TPyOOUKYy B MEJHOU OIpaBe U C LIETIOYKOUW, — OyMal MepuH. — 4 pan
9TOMY, IIOTOMY YTO paHO IIOyTPY, C POCOM, MHEe MPUATEH 3TOT 3allax U HallOMUHAaeT
MHOT'O IIPUSITHOTO; JOCAOHO TOJIBKO, YTO C TPyOOYKOM B 3yDax CTapHUK BCerga
pacKypaxKUTCs, YTO-TO BOOOpa3uT o cebe u cameT 60KOM, HelTpeMeHHO O0KOM; a
MHe OOJIBHO C 9TOM CTOPOHHL. BnpoueM, Bor ¢ HuM, MHe He B HOBOCTH CTpagaTh AJIsg
YOOBOJIBCTBUS APYTHUX. f JaxKe cTajl y2Ke HaXOOUTh KaKoe-TO JIoIaguHoe
YIOOBOJILCTBUE B 3TOM. [IycKal ero xopoxopurcs, 6egHsaK. Begb TONbKO U
XpabpuThCSA eMy OOHOMY, TI0OKa ero HUKTO He BUOUT, IIyCKal CUOUT OOKOM>», —
paccyxkpaal MEPUH M, OCTOPOKHO CTyIlasd IOKOPOOJIEeHHBIMU HOTaMH, IIeJ
rnmocepenuHe OJOPOTH.

CioxkeT 9TOT OBINT 3agyMaH M. A. CtaxoBuueM, aBTopoM «HouHOTO» M
«Hae3gHuku», u nepengad aBTopy A. A. CTaxoBHUUYEM.
(I'Tpum. JI. H. ToncToro.)
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