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Bepa HocudosHa nucana OMmutpuio MOHBIYY, YTO OUYEeHb COCKY4YHIIach 110 HEM, U
IIPOCHUJIa eTo HEIIPpeMEeHHO M0XKaJloBaTh K Hell U 00JIeTYUTh ee CTpajaHus, U KCTaTu
XKe cerofHs IeHb ee poxkaeHUsA. BHu3y 6nlia npunucka: K npockbe MaMbl
IpucoequHsACh U 4. K.

CrapiesB nogyMasl 1 Be4yepoM Ioexasl K TypKUHBIM.

A, 3mpaBcTByiiTe moxanyicra! Bctpetun ero Meau IleTpoBud, ynbib6asich OTHUMU
rimasamMu. boHxypre.

Bepa HocugdosHa, yKe CUIbHO IIOCTapeBIlasi, ¢ 6eIbIMU BOJIOCaMH, ITo¥KaJja
CrapieBy pyKy, MaHEpPHO B3[JOXHYJIa U CKa3asa:

BrI, HOKTOD, He XOTUTE yXazkKMBaTh 3a MHOM, HUKOT[la y Hac He ObIBaeTe, 5 yKe
cTapa Ay Bac. Ho BoT nmpuexasa Moonasi, OBITh MOXKeT, oHa OyeT cuacTJiiBee.
A Kotuk? Ona noxymgesa, nobnenHesna, cTajla KpaCuBee U CTPOMHee; HO yXKe 9TO
onina ExkaTepuHa MiBaHOBHA, a He KOTUK; y2Ke He OBIJIO IPEeXXHel CBeXKeCTU U
BhIpaXkKeHUs [NeTCKOM HauBHOCTU. M BO B3T/IsAe, U B MaHepax OBIJIO YTO-TO HOBOE
HeCMeJloe ¥ BUHOBaTOe, TOYHO 3[1eCh, B foMe TypKUHEIX, OHa yXKe He YyBCTBOBajla
cebs1 moMma.

CKOJIBKO JIET, CKOJIBKO 3UM! cKa3aJjia oHa, rnogaBas CTapleBy PYKY, U OBIJIO BUTHO,
YTO Y Hee TPeBOXKHO OUIIOCH Cepflle; ¥ IPUCTAIbHO, C JII0OOIILITCTBOM TSI €MY B
JIULO, OHAa ImpoposixKasia: Kak Bel monosiHenu! Bel 3aropenu, BO3MyKaJjid, HO B
0011leM BB MaJio U3MEHUJIUCh.

U Teneprs OHa eMy HpaBuJaCh, OY€Hb HpaBUJIaCh, HO 4Yero-TO yXKe HeaocTaBaJllo B
Hel, UK 4TO-TO OBLIO JIMIITHEE, OH U caM He MOT OBl CKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO, HO
4YTO-TO yZKe Melllajyio eMy YyBCTBOBaTh, Kak npexae. EMy He HpaBuiach ee
6J71egHOCTh, HOBOE BhIpazxKeHue, cjiabast yiabpiOKa, T0JIOC, @ HEMHOTO OTOOS y2Ke He
HpPaBUJIOCH IlJIaThe, KPECJIo, B KOTOPOM OHa Cupesia, He HpaBUJIOCh YTO-TO B
ITPOIIIJIOM, KOT'[Ia OH e[IBa He XKeHuJICAd Ha Hel. OH BCIIOMHUI O CBOeH I00BHU, O
MeuTaxX M HaJleX[axX, KOTOpEle BOJIHOBAJIY €r0 YeThIpe rofa Ha3a[, ¥ eMy CTajlo
HEJIOBKO.

[NMunu gya co cnagkum nmuporoM. ITotrom Bepa MocudoBHa unTana BCIyx poOMaH,
4yuTajia O TOM, Yero HUKOra He ObIBaeT B Ku3HU, a CTaplieB ciyliaj, IJIsgesl Ha ee
Cenylo, KpaCuBYIO I'OJIOBY U XKMaJjl, KOrga OHa KOHYUT.

Be3pnapeH, oymas oH, He TOT, KTO He yMeeT II1ucaTh [I0OBECTEH, a TOT, KTO UX IUIIET
U He yMeeT CKPBITh 3TOTrO.

HenypctBeHHO, cka3an MBaH [leTpoBud. [IoToMm ExaTepuna MiBaHOBHa urpasia Ha
posijie IMIyMHO U [OJITO, U, KOTHa KOHYUIIa, ee J0JIro 6Jlarogapuiii U BOCXUIIAIUCh
er.
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A xXopor1Io, 4TO 1 Ha He’ He XKeHuJscs, nogyMain Ctapies.

OnHa cMoTpesia Ha HETroO U, IO-BUOUMOMY, XKAajla, YTO OH IPEAJIOKHUT el IIOUTHU B
caf, HO OH MoOJI4all.

IlaBauTe Ke IOrOBOPUM, CKa3ajia OHa, moaxons K HemMy. Kak BhI xkuBeTte? UTo y
Bac? Kak? 4 Bce aTa mHU Oymasia O Bac, IpoaoJiXkKaJjia OHa HEPBHO, 5 XOTesa
IocsiaTh BaM IMCBMO, X0TeJla caMa IoexaTh K BaM B [IA/InXK, U g yKe pellunsia
rmoexaThb, HO IIOTOM pa3nayMariia, 00T 3HaeT, Kak Bbl Teleph KO MHE OTHOCUTECH. f C
TaKMM BOJIHEHUEM OXKUAaJjia Bac ceronHs. Pagu 6ora, moiimemMTte B cap. OHU MIOIITH
B CaJl U CeJId TaM Ha CKaMbIO [10[] CTaphLIM KJIEHOM, KaK 4YeThIpe roga Hasan. briio
TEMHO.

Kak e BbI nmoxuBaete? cupocuna ExkatepruHa IBaHOBHaA.

Huuero, xXuBeM IIOHEMHOXKKY, OTBeTUI CTaplies.

W Huyero He Mor OOJbIlle IPUAYMaTh. [ToMomyanm.

4 BonmHyIOCH, CKa3ala EkaTeprHa MIBaHOBHA U 3aKphblila PyKaMH JIUIIO, HO BEI HE
oOpalialiTe BHUMaHUsA. MHe TakK XOPOIIIO J0Ma, 51 TaK pajia BUAETb BCEX U He MOTY
MIPUBHIKHYTh. CKOJILKO BOCIIOMMHaHUM! MHe Ka3ainoch, YTO MbEI OyZeM TOBOPHUTH C
BaMu 0e3 yMOJIKY, OO yTpa.

Temnepsb oH Bumen 6JIM3KO0 ee NUIl0, 6ecTsIye rjia3a, U 30eCh, B TEMHOTE, OHA
Ka3ajlachb MOJIOXKe, YeM B KOMHaTe, U JaXe KaK Oy[To BEPHYJIOCh K Hell ee
IIpexKHee IeTCKOe BhIpaxeHue. M B caMoOM feJie, OHa C HAMBHBLIM JTI0OOIIBLITCTBOM
CMOTpeJla Ha HeTo, TOUYHO XO0TeJjla IT00IKKe pa3risageTh U IOHSITh YeJIOBEKa,
KOTOPBIM KOTa-TO JII00UJI ee Tak IIJlaMeHHO, C TaKOW HEXKHOCThIO U TakK
HecYacCTJIMBO; ee IJia3a Oarogapuiu ero 3a 3Ty J1000Bb. Y 0H BCIIOMHUJI BCE, YTO
OBIITO, BCe MajieHIlre IMogpoOHOCTH, KaK OH OpPOAMI M0 KIaaOuIIy, KaK IMOTOM MO
yTPO, YTOMJIEHHBIN, BO3Bpalllajacs K cebe qOMoii, U eMy BOPYT CTaJIo TPYCTHO U
JKaJb IIPOILIOro. B AylIe 3aTeninsics OroHek.

A moMHUTeE, KaK s IPOBOKaJl BaC Ha Beuep B Ki1y6? ckKa3asy oH. Torpga mien JoXKab,
OBIJIO TEMHO...

OroHex BCE pas3ropajics B Aylle, U yKe XOTeJIOCh TOBOPUTH, XKajloBaThCSA Ha
KU3Hb...

Ox! cka3zas OH CO B30XOM. BBl BOT cripamuBaeTe, Kak s HoxuBarw. Kak MbI
noxuBaeM TyT? [la HuKakK. CTapuMcs, IIOJIHEEM, OIIyCKaeMCH.
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