AcTOopHusi OTHOM MaTepH

MarTsb nesna y Konbibenu cBoero pebeHka; Kak OHa ropeBajia, Kak 00sjach, YTO OH
ympet! JINYUKO ero coBceM nobJieHe0, a3k ObIJIM 3aKPHITH, JBIIIAN OH TaK
cnabo, a To BpeMeHaM TSKeJIO-TSIKeJI0 TePeBOOUI AyX, TOYHO B3ObIXAJl...

U ceprile MaTepHu CKUMAJIOCh elle 60JbHee IPU B3TJIsOe Ha MaJIeHbKOTO
cTpapasiblia.

BJIpyT B OIBEPLb IIOCTYYaAJIk, 1 BOIIIE]I 6eﬂHBIﬁ CTapHK, 3aKYTaHHBIﬁ BO 9TO-TO BpoOae
JIOUIaAUHOM MOIIOHBI, — IIOIOHA BeOb rpeeT, a eMy TOrO ¥ Hago OBLIIO: CTOsIJIa
XOJIOOHAad 3uMa, Ha OBOPE BCe OBIIIO IIOKPBITO CHETOM H JIBAOM, a BETEP TaK U pe3all
JINITO.

Bups, 4To cTapuK OPOXKUT OT X0JI0Ha, a OUTS 3aJpeMa’lio Ha MUHYTY, MaTh OTOIIJIa
OT KOJIBIOEeTH, YTOOBI HAJIUTh AJISI TOCTS B KPY?KKY IIUBa U IIOCTABUTh €TI0 ITOTPETHCS
B reuyky. CTapuK Ke B 9TO BpeMs MoIceJl K KOJIbIOeu U cTajl MoKauyuBaTh pebeHKa.
MaTh onycTHJIach Ha CTYJI PSAOOM, B3TJIsTHY/Ia Ha 60JIbHOTO pebeHKa, MpUciyIlianach
K ero TSAXKeJIOMY ObIXaHUWIO U B3sJia ero 3a Py4Ky.

— Beqnp g He MUIYCh €T0, He NIpaBfa JIu? — CKa3ajla OHa. — ['0CIIos He OTHUMET
ero y MeHs!

CTapI/IK — 9T0 OBlJIa caMa CMepr — KaK-TO CTPAaHHO KMBHYIJI I'OJTIOBOIO; KUBOK 3TOT
MOT O3HayaTh U «ga» U «HeT». MaTb OIIyCTHIJIa T'OJIOBY, U CJIE€3EI ITIOTEKIJIN I10 ee
oTeKaM... CKOpO T'OJIOBa €€ OoTdAXKeJIejla, — 68)IH8.H He CMEBIKaAJla I''la3 BOT YK€ TPpHU
OHA 1 TPXU HOYH... Omna 3a0b1/1acCh CHOM, HO BCE€rO JIMIIb Ha MUHYTY; TYT OHA OIIATH
BCTPEIIEHYJIaCh U 3aApPO02KaJla OT XO0JIoda.

— YTo 3T0!? — BOCK/IIMKHYJIa OHa, 03UPasiCh BOKPYT: CTapUK UCYE3, @ C HUM U [UTS;
CTapUK yHEC ero.

B yrny riyxo mumnenu crapble Yachl; TAXKeslasi, CBUHIIOBAs TUPs OOIIa [0 IIOJIY...
ByMm! M 4yacsl 0CTaHOBUJIUCE.

BengHast MmaTh BeIOexKajla U3 JoMa M CTajla TPOMKO 3BaTh CBOEro pebeHkKa. .
Ha cHery cumena X)eHIIIMHA B IYIMHHOM YepPHOM OIesTHHMH, OHa CKa3ajla MaTepu:

— CMepTh mOCeTHUIa TBOU OOM, U S BUOeJIa, KaK OHa CKPhIJIaCh C TBOUM MaIlOTKOM.
Ona HocuTCs OLICTPEE BeTpa M HUKOTOa He BO3BpalllaeT, YTO Pa3 B3sial
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— Ckaxu MHe TOJIbKO, KaKOI0 JOPOroM OHa Iouryia! — ckasajia MaTbk. — TOJIBKO
yKaXku MHe IIyTh, U 51 Haupy ee!

— 4 3Har, Kyfa OHa IIOIllJIa, HO He CKaXy, IOKa Thl He CIOEIlb MHE BCeX IECEHOK,
KOTOpHBIE IIeBajla CBOEMY MaJIloTKe! — cKa3aJsia KeHIIWHa B YepPHOM. — fl O4eHb
o060 ux. £ yXKe cibllllajia uX He pa3, — 5 BeOb Houb U BUAesa, KakK THI IIJIaKaia,
HameBas ux!..

— 4 cmoio Tebe ux Bce, Bce! — oTBeyana MaTb. — Ho He 3amepKuBail MEHS TEIlEPb,
MHe Hazo gorHaTh CMepTh, HaliTU Moero pebeHKa!

Houb Momn4asa, u MaTh, JIoMasi pyKY ¥ 3aJiMBasiCh cjie3aMu, 3amejia. MHOTO OBIIIO
CIIeTO ITeceH — elre 6osbire TponuTo cield. M Bor Houb mpomMosnBuia:

— Crymnay Hanmpaso, IIPSIMO B TEMHBIM COCHOBBIM O0p; TyHda HampaBuiachk CMepPTh C
TBOUM peOeHKOoM!

Io#ims mo mepekpecTKa B riyOrHe 60opa, MaTh ocTaHOBUIACh. Kyma uaTtu Temepb? Y
CaMOTO IepPeKpPecTKa CTOSIJI TOJbIN TEePHOBHIM KyCT, 6€3 MUCThEB, 6€3 IBETOB; OblIa
BeIb XOJIOOHAS 3UMa, U OH MOYTH BeCch 00IeneHerl.

— He npoxopuna nu TyT CMepTh ¢ MOUM pPebeHKOM?

— IIpoxoguna! — cka3sasn TepHOBHIU KyCT. — HO g He cKaxXy, KyJa OHa IOIIja, IToKa
THI HE OTOT'PEEIb MEH Ha CBOEU I'PyAH, Y CBOETO cepala. f Mep3Hy U CKOPO BeCh
obemeHex.

M oHa Kpemko Mpuxkaja ero K cBoeu rpyau. OCTphie UM TTyO0KO BOH3UINUCH €H B
TeJIO, ¥ Ha TPy €e BRICTYIUIN KPYIIHBIE KAk KPOBHU... 3aTO TEPHOBHIM KYCT
3a3eJIeHeI ¥ BeCh IOKPHIJICS IIBeTaMM, HeCMOTPSI Ha XO0JION 3UMHEeH HO4YM, — TakK
TeIJI0 y cephlla CKopOsIei maTepu! Y TepHOBHIM KyCT yKa3asl el Iopory.

OHa npuBena MaTh K OOJIBIIIOMY 03€epy; HUTHe He OBbIJI0O BUOHO HU KOpabisi, HU
mopku. O3epo OBIJIO CJIeTKa 3aTSHYTO JIBAOM; JIe[ 9TOT He BhigepzKasl Okl ee U B TO
Ke BpeMsi OH He IT03BOJISII €M MMyCTUTHCS Yepe3 03epo BOPOom; ma u rirydoko Obvo! A
el Bce-TaKM Hayo OBIJIO ITePEeNpPaBUThCS Yepe3 HeTro, eC/IU OHa XO0Tejla HAaTU CBOETO
pebGenka. I BOT MaTh IPUHUKIIA K 03€Py, YTOOHI BEITUTH €TI0 BCE 0 [HA; 3TO
HEeBO3MOXKHO OJIsi YeJIOBeKa, HO HecyacTHasi MaTh Bepuia B Yymo.

— Hert, u3 aTtoro Tonky He OymeT! — ckKa3asio 03epo. — [laBaii-Ka Iydllie
croBopuMcs! {1 cobuparo )KeMUyKUHBI, @ TaKUX SICHBIX M YUCTHIX, KaK TBOU I'jla3a, 4
ellle ¥ He BUABIBaJIO. ECIU THI cOrlacHa BHINJIaKaTh UX B MEH$, S epeHecy Tebs Ha
TOT Oeper, K 00JIbIIoN Teliulle, rae CMepTh PaCTUT CBOU LIBETHL U IePEBbs: KaKa0e
pacTeHue — 4yejioBedYecKas JKU3Hb!
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— O, 4ero s He oTHaM, YTOOBI TOJIPKO HAWTU Moero pebeHka! — ckasaja miaagyIas
MaTh, 3aJIMJIaCh CJIe3aMH elle CUJIbHEe, U BOT I'Jla3a ee yIlaau Ha JHO 03epa U
IIPEeBPATUIIUChH B IBE IparolleHHbIe XKeMUYyKUHBI. O3epo Ke IMOAXBaTUI0 MaTh, U
OHa OTHUM B3MaxOM, KaK Ha KaueJsdx, TIepeHeciach Ha Apyrou 6eper, rae CTosI
OTPOMHBIM MTUKOBUHHBIN AoM. Y He pa3obpaTh OBIIO — ropa 11 3TO, oOpocIiIas
KYCTAapPHUKOM U BCSI U3PHITAs IellepaMu, UK 3[aHue; 6egHast MaTh, BIIPOYEM, U
BOBCE He BH[EJla er0, — OHA Be[b BHIIJIaKajia CBOHU Tjla3a.

— I'me ke mHe HauiTu CMePTh, IOXUTUBIIYIO MOETO pebeHKa? — IIPOT0BOpPHMIIa OHA.

— OHa ellle He BO3Bpalllajlack! — oTBedasa cTapasi CafOBHHUIA, IpUCMaTpHUBaBIlas
3a Temnuiei Cmeptu. — Ho Kak THI HaIla ciofa Jopory, KTo moMmor tebe?

— T'ocmons Bor! — orBeuana MmaTth. — OH C3KaJIMJICS HAOO MHOIO, CXKAJILCS 3Ke U ThI!
Ckaxu, Irme MHe ucKaTbh Moero pebeHkKa?

— Ia g Begpb He 3HaIO ero! — CKa3sasa XKeHIMuHa. — A TwI cienasi! CerogHsa B HOYb
3aBSIJI0 MHOTO IIBETOB U IepeBbeB, 1 CMepTh CKOPO MPUOET epecakuBaTh uX. T
BeOb 3HAEIlb, YTO ¥ KaXK0T0 YeJI0BeKa eCTh CBOE AePEBO KU3HU UJIU CBOU IIBETOK,
CMOTPS II0 TOMY, KaKoB OH caM. C BUAy OHU COBCEM OOLIKHOBEHHBIE PAaCTEHHUS, HO B
KaxnoMm ObeTcst cepaile. [IeTCKoe cepaedyko ToxKe ObeTcs; 000uau XKe BCe PaCTeHUs
— MOZKeT OBITh, TH M Y3HAEIIb CepP/Ile CBoero pebeHKa. A Tereps, YTO XK Thl MHE
Halllb, eCJIM 5 CKaxy Tebe, KaK MOCTYIaTh Jasibiie?

— MHe Hedero gaTh TeOe! — oTBeuasia HecyacTHAsI MaTh. — Ho 51 TOTOBaA IIOUTHU
ost TeOsT Ha Kpad cBeTa!

— Hy, TaM MHe Heuyero uckaTh! — cKa3ajla XXeHIIlMHa. — A THl BOT OTHau-Ka MHe
CBOU IJIMHHBIE YepPHBIE BOJIOCH. THl caMa 3Haelllb, KaK OHUM XOPOIIIH, a s JIF00JIIo
XOpoIIIre BoocCkH. {1 maM Tebe B 0OMEH CBOU CeJble; 9TO BCe XKe JIydllle, 4eM
HU4yero!

— TonbKo-TO? — CcKas3ajia MaThk. — [la 5 C pamoCcThio OTOaM Tebe CBOU BOJIOCHI!

UM oHa oTHajia cTapyxe CBOM IIPeKpacHEIe, YePHBIE BOJIOCHI, ITIOTyYHUB B OOMEH
cembie.

IToToM OHa BoOIIIJIa B OTPOMHYI0 Ternuily CMepTH, TIe POCIH BIIePEMEIKKY IIBETHI U
IepeBbs; 3[IeCh [IBEJIU MO CTEKJITHHBIMY KOJITTaKaMM HeXXHbIe THAIMHTHI, TaM
pocnu OONbININeE, TBIITHBEIE TTMOHBI, TYT — BOIOSHBLIE PACTEHUS, OJHU CBEXUE U
3[I0POBBIE, IPYyTHEe — MOJIy3adyaxinre, OOBUTHIE BOOSHBIMHU 3MESIMU, CTUCHYTHIE
KJIEIITHSIMU YePHBIX PAaKOB. BhIu 3mech ¥ BEJIMKOJIEITHBIE TTallbMbI, U OyObI, U
IJTaTaHBl; POCIU U MEeTPYIIKA U OYIIUCTHIM TMHUH. Y KaXKIOOT0 JIepeBa, y KaxkIoro
IBeTKa OBIJIO CBOE MMSI; KaXKIbIN IIBETOK, KaXK0e IepPeBIo ObIJI0 YeJI0BeYEeCKO0
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KHW3HBIO, @ CAMU-TO JTIOAY OBIJTM pa30pocaHkl IO BCeMY CBETY: KTO XUl B KuTae, KTO
B I'pennangum, KTo rae. [lomaganuck TYT 1 OOJIbIINE OePEeBbs, POCIINE B
MaJIeHbKUX TOPIIKAX; UM OBIJIO CTPAIIHO TECHO, ¥ TOPIIKY YyTh-4yTh HE JIOTIAIUCH;
3aTo0 OBIJIO MHOTO M MaJIEHbKHX, JKAJIKUX IIBETOYKOB, POCIINX B YEPHO3EME U
00/103KeHHBIX MXOM, 3a HUMH, KaK BUIOHO, 3a00TIUBO YXaXKUBaJIH, JIEJIESIIUA UX.
HecyacTHas MaTh HaKJIOHS/IACh KO BCSIKOMY, a’ke CaMOMYy MaJIeHbKOMY, IIBETOYKY,
MIPUCITYIINBASsCh K OMEHUIO eT0 cepaeydKa, ¥ CPeOu MUJUIMOHOB y3Haa Cephlle
cBoero pebGeHKa!

— Bort 0oH! — cKa3asna OHa, IPOTATUBasA PYKy K MaJIeHbKOMY roiyO0oMy KPOKYCY,
KOTOPBIU IeYaJbHO CBECHUJI TOJIOBKY.

— He TpOFafI IBeTKa! — ckKa3saa CTapyxa. — Ho cTaHb BO3Jjie HEro u, Koraga
CMepr IIpuoeT — g KOy €e C MUHYTEI Ha MUHYTY, — HE )IaBafI en BBEICAQOHUTH €T0,
IIPUTPO3U BEIPBATH KaKI/Ie-HI/I6y1113 Opyrue LBETEHI. ITOro OHa HUCIIYyIaeTCsda — OHa
Bellb OTBE€YAET 3d HHUX IIepe[ borom; HM OOMH LIBETOK He OOJI2KEH OBITH BBEIPBAH 0e3
€ro BOJIN.

Bropyr naxHyno nemeHSAIINM XOJI0O0M, U cjiellasg MaTh Jorafajiach, 4YTO sIBUJIaCh
CmepTh.

— Kak T8I Hamna cropga gopory? — cuopocuia Cmeptb. — Kak TH MOrjia OnepenuThb
MeHs?

— 4 maTts! — oTBeuasia Ta.

W CMmepTh NPOTsHYJa 6BIJI0 CBOIO AJIMHHYIO PYKY K MaJIeHbKOMY HEXKHOMY
LIBETOYKY, HO MaTh OBICTPO MPUKPEIJIa €eT0 PyKaMH, CTapasiCh He MMOMSAThH IIPU 3TOM
HU eguHOrO JjiennecTKa. Torga CMepTh AOXHYJIa Ha ee PyKH; ObixaHue CMepTH OBIIIO
X0JIOIHEE CEBEPHOI0 BeTpa, ¥ PYKU MaTepu OECCUIILHO Oy CTUIIUC.

— He Tebe TaAraThcsa co MHOIO! — npomMmosniBunia CMepTh.
— Ho Bor cunbHee Tebs1! — cka3ajia MaTh.

— 4 BeOp TOJIBKO MCHOJIHSAIO €ro BoJ! — oTBevyasna CMepTh. — 4 ero cafjoOBHUK,
Oepy ero IBETH U OePeBbs U IIepecaxKuBaio UX B BEIUKUYM PaWiCKUM caf, B
HEeBEeJIOMYIO CTpaHy, HO KaK OHU TaM PacTyT, YTO [eJlaeTCs B TOM cafgy — 00 3ToM 5
He CMelo cKa3aTh Tebe!

— OTpgait MHe Moero pebeHKa! — B3MOIMIACh MaTh, 3a/JIUBASICh CJIE3aMH, @ IIOTOM
BOPYT 3aXBaTWjla PYKaMu OBa BEJIMKOJIETIHBIX IIBETKA U 3aKpHUUasa:

—4d IIOBEIPBY BCE€ TBOU IBETEHI, 4 B oT4YassHUM!
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— He tporau ux! — cka3sana CMmepTb. — THI TOBOPHILIB, YTO THlL HECYACTHA, a caMa
XO4Yelllb CcIejlaTh HeCYacCcTHOO APYI'yI0 MaTh!..

— Opyryio MaTh! — nmoBTOpuia OemHas KEHIMHA U ceidyac XKe BBIIIYCTUJIa U3 PYK
LIBETHI.

— BoT Tebe TBou rnasa! — ckasana CMepTh. — 4 BHIJIOBUJIA UX U3 03€Pa — OHU TakK
SIpKO OJIecTenu TaM; HO s ¥ He 3HaJia, YTO 3TO TBOU. BO3bMU UX — OHM CTaJIU SICHEe
MMPEeXXHEero — M B3TJITHU BOT CIOfa, B 3TOT rIy0OKuM Konomelr! 4 Ha30By UMeHa TeX
IIBETKOB, YTO ThI XOTeJIa BHIPBATh, U Thl YBUAUIIIL BCe UX OyayIllee, BCIO UX 3EMHYIO
XKu3Hb. [locMOTpHU Ke, YTO TH XOTejla YHUUYTOXKUTH!

W MaTh B3rJISHYJIa B KOJIOJEI: OTPaAHO OLIJIO BUOETh, KaKUM OJlarogesinueM ObIia
IJISI MAPa KU3Hb OJTHOTO, CKOJILKO CYACThs M PAAOCTH JaPUI OH OKPYKAIOIIUM!
B3rnsiHyna oHa ¥ Ha XXKHW3Hb OPYTOr0 — U YBHUAEJIa Tope, HyXKAy, OTYassHue U
oemcTBUsS!

— O6e pmonu — Boxbsa Bons! — ckadana CMepTh.

— KOTOpLIfI 2Ke U3 OBYX — IBETOK HECUHACThA U KOTOpBIfI — C4YacCThia? — CIIpOCHIIa
MaThb.

— OToro g He ckaxy! — oTBeuana CMepTh. — Ho 3Hal, 4TO B cynb0Oe OOHOTO U3 HUX
THI BUeJia Cyab0y cBoero coOcTBeHHOro pebeHkKa, Bce ero oOynyiiee!

Y MaTepu BrIpBajiCcs KpPUK yKaca.

— Kakas xe cynpba oxxupgasna Moero peberka? Ckaxu MHe! Criacu HEBUHHOTO!
Cmacu Moe OuTs OT Bcex 3Tux 6emctBuii! JIydiie Bo3bMu ero! YHecu ero B apCcTBO
6oxbe! 3a0yap MOU CjIe3bl, MO MOJILOBI, BCE, UTO 51 TOBOpUJIa U Aejaal

— ¢ He mo¥imy Tebsi! — ckas3anma CmMepTh. — X0YeIlb Thl, YTOOHBI S OTHana Tebe TBoe
OUTS UJIK 4YTOOHBI YHECJIa eT0 B HEBEIOMYIO CTPaHYy?

MarTsp 3amoMuia PYKH, yIIajla Ha KOJIEHHW U BSMOJINJIaCh TBOPILY:

— He BHeMIu MHe, KOrfia S IIPOIIy 0 YeM-Jinb0, HECOTIaCHOM C TBO€IO Bcebiarowo
Boyieu! He BHemnu mHe! He BHeMsiu MHe!

W oHa nmoHHKIAa rojIoBOIO...

A CMmepTh IOHECTIa ee peGeHKa B HEBEIOMYIO CTPaHY.
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