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2Kumna B ogHOU JepeBHe KpeCThsIHKA, BOoBa. 2Kujia OHa [0JIr0 U ChiHa cBoero MBaHa
pacTuna.

U BoT HacTana nopa — BeIpoc WBaH. PamyeTcs maTh, 4TO OH OOJIBIION CTal, Oa
XyZ[o, 9YTO OH y Hee OecTallaHHBEIM BHIpOC. M mIpaBma: BCsAKOe meso y MBaHa U3 pykK
YXOIOUT, He KakK y JII0eU; BCAKOe OeJI0 eMy He B II0JIb3Y U BIIPOK, a BCE IIOIEePEK.
[Toepert, 6B1BaIo, MiBaH naxaTh, MaTh €My U TOBOPUT:

— CBepxy-TO 3eMJis OIjIollaja, IOBepXy OHa xjieO0M ChefjeHa, Thl ee, ChIHOK,
noray0zKe MajaoCTh maru!

WBaH BcmamieT moJjie orjay0xe, 4O caMOU I'JIMHEL JOCTAHET U TJIMHY HapyXKy
0o0epHeT; moceeT IOTOM Xjie0 — He POOUTCS HUYEro, U ceMeHaM K3BoA. Tak u B
OpYyTOM [eJie: cTapaeTcs MBaH cOesnaTh I0-0OOpoMy, Kak JIydllle HaZlo, fa HeT y
Hero yZayu U pa3yMa Majio. A MaTh cTapa cTaja, paboTa eil HermocunabHa. Kak um
xKuTh? U xKunu oHu 6eqHO, HUYEro y HUX He OBLIO.

BoT moenu oHUM mOCIeOHIOI KpalomKy xjeba, caMylo OCTaTHIOI0. MaTh U IyMaeT O
CBHIHE: KaK OH OymeT KUTh, OecTanaHHbIi? HyKHO OBl 3KEHUTH €ro: y pa3yMHOU’
KeHHl, TTISIAU-KO, ¥ HeyOelIbHBIU MyK B X035IMCTBe PaOOTHUK U JapoM xjieba He ecT.
Ila KTO, OMHAKO, BO3bMET B MyXKbsl ee OecTalaHHOTO ChiHa? He TONIBKO 4TO KpacHas
oeBUlla, a ¥ BOOBa, 10U, HE BO3bMeET!

[Tokypma maTh Kpy4YMHUIIACh TakK-TO, MMBaH CUIesl Ha 3aBajInHKE U HU O YeM He
ropesarsl.

I'MapuT OH — UOeT CTapuyok, co00I0 BeTXMM, 0OOMIIIENIBIN, U 3€eMJIsl BhejlaCh eMy B
JINII0, BETPOM HarHaso.

— CBIHOK, — CTapU40K I'OBOPUT, — IOKOPMHU MEHS: OTOIIAl s 3a JaJIbHIOI0 JOPOTY,
B CyMe HUYero He OCTaJIoCh.

HBaH eMy B OTBeT:

— A y Hac, genylika, KpouKY xjieba HeTy B u36e. 3HaTh OBI, YTO THI IPULENIb, S OB
maBeda caM IIOCJIeJHeU KpalollKu He eJfi, Tebe Obl ocTaBul. Mou, 1 Tebs XOTh YMOIO
U py0axy TBOIO OIIOJIOIIY.

Uctonun VBaH O0aHIO, BEIMBII B OaHe IIPOX0XKET0 CTapuKa, BCIO I'PSI3b C HETO CMBbLI,
BEHUKOM IIONIapUJI €ro, a IOTOM U pybaxy M MOPTHL €er0 HaYNCTO OIIOJIOCKAJI U CIIaTh
B 130€e MOJIOKUII.

BoT cTapuk TOT OTAOXHYJI, IPOCHYJICS U TOBOPUT:

— 4 TBoe moOpo ynomHio. Konu 6ynet Tebe Xymo, mouau B ec. [loifgens 10 MecTa,
rOe OBe OOPOTU pacCTaloTCs, YBUOUIIL, TaM CEPBhIM KaMeHb JIEKUT, — TOJIKHU TOT
KaMeHb IIJIeYOM M KJIUKHU: Jenyinka, moi! f Tyt u 6yny.
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Ckasan Tak cTapuk u yieyn. A UBaHy C MaTepbl0 COBCEM XyIO CTajlo: BCe
IMOCKPEOHIIIKY U3 JIapsi COOpau, BCe KPOIIKY IT0EJIH.

— O6oxxau MeHsI, MaTyIllKa, — CKa3ajl UBaH. — MoxeT, s1 xineba Tebe ITpuHecy.

— IDa yx roe Tebe! — orBeTuna Math. — ['me Tebe, 6ecTanmaHHOMY, xjie0a B3STh!
CaM-TO XOTb IIO€IIb, a S YK, BUAHO, HEe eBIIX IToMpYy... HeBecTy OBl rle CchiCKall
cebe, — Isa0Ob, IPU KeHe-TO, KOJIM Pa3yMHHUIIa OKayKeTCs, Bcerga C xjaebom
Oymemnb.

B3pmoxuyn MBaH u mowresn B jiec. [IpuxomguT oH Ha MeCTO, T'le JOPOr'd PacCTaroTCH,
TPOHYJI KaMeHb IIJIeYOM, KaMeHb U ofasicda. fBurnca K Bary TOT menylika.

— Yero Teb6e? — roBopuT. — AJIb B TOCTH IIPHUIIIET?

IToBen memymka MBaHa B mec. Bungut MiBaH — B ymecy 6oraThle U30bI CTOST.
Ienyuika u BegeT MBaHa B ogHY u30y — 3HATh, OH TYT XO3S5UH.

Bernen crapuk KyXxOHHOMY MOJIOALY Aa 6abKe-CTpsANyXe U3KapUTh Ha IIepBoe AeJi0
O6apana. Ctasn X035IUH yromiaTh TocTsd. IToen VBaH u ellle IPOCHUT.

— H3:kapb, — TOBOPUT, — APYroro 6apaHa u xjebda Kpawoxy moaan.
Ienyuka-x03ssMH BeJiell KYXOHHOMY MOJIOAIY OPyTroro 6apaHa U3XKapuUTh U ITOAaTh
KOBPUTY IIIIEHUYHOTO xjeba.

— W3BOJIb, — I'OBOPUT, — yTrOIIalics, CKOJIb V TeOs AyIla npuMeT. Alb He CHIT?

— 4I-To chiT, — oTBedaeT MBaH, — GrnaromapcTByio Tebe, a IIyCTh TBOM MOJIOZEI]
oTHeceT xJieba KpalomKy fa 6apaHa MOel MaTyIIKe, OHa He eBIIU XKUBET.

Crapsi¥i X0351H BeJjieJl KYXOHHOMY MOJIOALY CHeCcTU MaTepu VBaHa [Be KOBPUTU
6eroro xyieba u 11enoro 6apaHa. A IOTOM U TOBOPUT:

— OTuero xe BhHI C MaTephio He eBIIU XKuBeTe? CMOTPHU, BEIPOC THI OOIBINION, TSN
— 2KEHUIIbCS, YeM CEMEUCTBO IIPOKOPMMUIIIE?

HBaH emMy B OTBeET:

— A He3HaMO Kak, genyiuka! [la HeTy XXKeHBl y MeH4.

— JKo rope Kakoe! — ckasaj X03siMH. — A oTIaM-Ka sI CBOIO [Jo4Yb Tebe B
3aMyxkecTBO. OHa y MeHs pa3yMHUIla, ee YMa-TO BaM Ha ABOUX JOCTaHeT.
KnukHy1 cTapuk CBOIO fO04Yb. BOT ABjigeTCsa B TOPHULLY IIpeKpacHas OeBulla. Takyro
KpacoTy U He BUEe HUKTO, U HEM3BECTHO OBIJIO, YTO OHa €CTh Ha cBeTe. [ JITHYNI Ha
Hee UBaH, ¥ cepAlie B HeM IPUOCTAaHOBUJIOCS.

Crapeii OTell IIOCMOTPEJ Ha O04Yb CO CTPOTOCThHIO M CKa3all €.

— Bort Tebe MyXK, a THI eMy XKeHa.

[IpekpacHas 0o4Yb TOJILKO B30p IOTyIIUIIA:

— Bons Baia, 6aTiomika.

BOT MOXKEeHUIMUCh OHU U CTaJI¥ XKUTb-IIOXKUBATh.
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