KomMmeTa

U BoT Ha HeOe mosiBUIIaCh KOMETA, OPO €e CUSJIO, XBOCT I'po3usl po3roi. Ha Hee
CMOTpEeNH 1 U3 O0oraThIX 3aMKOB, U U3 OeHBIX IOMOB, T'JIa3€/IU U IieJibie TOJIIIHI,
YCTPEMIISINI B30P ¥ OOUHOKHWM NYTHUK, IPOXOOUBIINY 110 O€3TI0OHOMN CTeIu, U
KaXObIM IIPU 9TOM OyMaJl CBOE.

— Hpute cmoTpeTh Ha HeOecHOoe 3HaMeHUe! Kakoe Benukonenue! — ckasai
KTO-TO, U BCe IOBBICHIIAJIA U3 IOMa CMOTPETh Ha KOMETY.

Ho B ofHOI TOPHUIIE €Ille OCTAJINCh ABOE: MaJeHbKUI MaIb4YuK C MaTephio. Ha
CTOJIe TOpesia cajlbHas CBeYKa, ¥ MaTh YBUOENA, YTO Ha GuTuie o6pa3oBajics Harap
B BU[I€ CTPYKKH, a 9TO 03HAUAJIO, II0 HAPOJHOMY IIOBEPHIO, CKOPYIO CMEPTh
MaJb4YHKa — CTPYXKKa BeOb HAaKJIOHWJIACh B €T0 CTOPOHY.

MaTh BepuJjia B 3Ty CTapUHHYIO IpUMeTy. Ho ManmbuuKy CyKAeHO OBIJIO IIPOXKUTH Ha
3eMJie JOJIr¥e TOOb U YBUAATh KOMETY BO BTOPOM pa3, 0oJiee IIEeCTUIECSITU JIET
CIIyCTH.

MarnpuuK He 3aMedasl Harapa Ha CBe4YKe, He JyMaJjl 0 KOMeTe, ITOSIBUBIIIENCS TPU
HeM BIIepBHIe. [lepen HUM CTOSII0O Ha CTOJIe CKIIeeHHOe OJII0OeYKOo C MBIJIbHOM
BOMOM, OH MOTrPyzKaJjl B Hee MaJIEHbKYIO TIIMHSIHYI0 TPyOOUKy, 6pajl B pOT APYyTou
KOHEII ee U ITyCKaJl MBIJIbHBIE ITY3LIpU — U O0mbInue, U MajieHbKue. OHU
KoJie0anuch U mepenBaliiCch BCEMHU IIBETaMU PaAyTrH, U3 JKEJITHIX CTAaHOBUJIUCH
KPACHBIMHU, U3 JTUJIOBBIX TOJIYyOBIMH, @ IIOTOM BOPYT OKPAIINBAIUCh B IPKO-3€JIEHBIHN
LIBET JINCTHEB, 3AJIUTHIX B JIECY JIy4aMHU COJIHBIIIKA.

— Iait Bor mpoXuTh Te6e CTONLKO JIET, CKOJIPKO IyCTHUIIb Iy3kIpei! — cka3aia
MarTh.

— Ox, KaK MHOT0! — BOCKJIMKHYJI MaJIb4YUK. — DTOU MBIJIBHOM BOOHI XBAaTUT Ha BEK!
U o npomonzkan BEIIYCKATh IIy3bIPh 3@ IIy3bIPEM.

— Bot netut ron! Bot eme! I'magu, Kak OHU 1eTAT! — mpuroBapuBasl OH. [IBa
y3bIPS BIIETEJIM €My IIPSAMO B IJla3a; KaK UX 3allliliajio, 3aKycajgo — 1o cie3! U B
KaXIoM ITy3bIpe MaJb4MK BUeJs OJIECTSIIYI0, OCIEITUTENbHYIO KapTUHY OyOyIIero.

— BoT Korga ee OTJIMYHO BUOHO! — Kpu4yayiu MeXay TeM cocenu. — HMoure xe
cMoTpeTh KoMeTy! YUTo BHI 3acenu TaM?

MarTs B3si7la MaJIbu¥Ka 3a PYKY; IIPUIIIOCH €My IIOJI0XKUTh TPYOOUKY, PacCCTaThCSA CO
CBO€U UTPOU — HaAo OBLJIO TOCMOTPETH Ha KOMETY.
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W manpuyyrad CMOTPeJI Ha ee cUusiolllee AOpo U Ha OrecTsinui xBocT. KTo roBopui,
4TO OH JJIMHOIO B TPU aplIMHAa, KTO — 4YTO OH He MeHbllle TPeX MUJUINapAOB.
Bcsakuil Beob MEPUT Ha CBOU apIIUH.

— W peTu, U BHYKH Hallld yCIIEIOT YMEPETh, IpekKae 4yeM OHa MOSIBUTCS Ha Hebe
OISITh! — TOJIKOBAJIU JIIOOHU.

BonbIInHCTBa U3 HUX U ONENUCTBUTEJILHO YKe He OBbIJIO B JKUBHIX, KOT'[la OHa
IMOSIBUJIACh BTOPUYHO, HO MaJIbYUK, KOTOPOMY Harap Ha CBedKe ITpefaBelrarl, mo
MHEHHIO MaTepu, 6JIM3KYI0 CMEPTh, OBIJI ellle JKUB, XOTSI 1 OYeHb CTap, BECh CEOH.
«Cepmble BOIOCH — IIBETHI CTAPOCTH!» — TJIaCUT ITIOTOBOPKA, U Y HEro Obljla MOoIHas
rooBa 3TuX 1BeTOB. OH YK OBIJI CTapPhIM IIKOIbHBIM YUUTEJIEM.

[IIKONTbHUKYM TOBOPUJIU, YTO OH CTPaCTh KaKOM YMHBIU ¥ YYEHBIU, 3HAET U UCTOPUIO,
u reorpaduio, ¥ BCe, YTO TOIBKO MOXKHO 3HATh O Telax HeOeCHBIX.

— Bce noBTOpsieTcs! — ropapuBai oH. — TOJIBKO IpUMeYalTe XOPOIUIEHbKO JINIa U
COOBITHS M YBUIOMNTE, YTO OHU IIOCTOSTHHO ITOBTOPSIOTCS, BO3BpAIllal0OTCsI 00paTHO,
TOJIBKO B MHBIX KOCTIOMaxX, B UHBLIX CTPaHax.

W mKONMBHEIN YyYUTEJIb YKa3bIBaJI Ha UCTOPUIO 0 Bunbrensme Tesnse, KOTOpoMy
NIPUIIUIOCH CTPENATH B 0JIOKO, IIOJIO2KEHHOE Ha I'0JI0BY €r0 COOCTBEHHOTO ChHIHA.
[Tpexkpae yeM BBICTPEIUTH, OH IPUNPATAN 3a [1a3yXy OPYTYI0 CTPey OJis 3JI0T0
I'ecnepa. Ilpoucxopumno ato B llIBeliiapuu, HO 3a MHOI'O JIeT A0 3TOT0 TO XXKe caMoe
cinyuunochk B [Hauuu. [lanpHaToKy (CKa304HEIN OaTCKUM repou. [Ipegasue o HeM
IIOCJIy2KUJIO CIOKETOM [JIs1 U3BECTHOU Tparenuu JieHierepa «Palnatoke». —
[Ipumed. IIepeB.) TOXKe NIPUIIIOCH CTPENATH B I0JI0KO, IIOJIOKEHHOE Ha T'0JI0OBY €T0
CBHIHA, U OH TOXKe CIIPSATAal 3a 1a3yxy APYTyIo CTpeiy, YTOOB OTOMCTUTE 3a cebs. A
OOJIbIlle YeM 3a THICSYY JIET OO TOTO — YUTaeM MEBI B CTAPUHHBIX PYKOIIUCIX —
IIpoucxonusia Takas ke ucropus B Erunte! [Ia, u cOOBITHS U JTHUIIA ITIOBTOPSIOTCS,
BO3BpAlllalOTCs, KaK KOMETHI.

W oH HayMHAJ pacCKa3kBaTh 00 0KUOaeMOM KOMeTe, KOTOPYIO yKe BUell
OOHaXOHl B CBOEM paHHeM feTcTBe. [IIKOMbHBIN yYUTEIh MHOTO 3HAJlI 0 HeOECHBIX
Telax, MHOTO JyMaJl O HUX, HO He 3a0bIBajl OT TOTO HU UCTOPUHU, HU reorpaduu.

Cap cBol OH pa30ui B BuAe KapThl Januu. Kaxpgas 4yacTh, KaXXgas IPOBUHITUS
n3oOpaxasach IIBETaMU U PaCTEHUSIMHU, KOTOPHIE ObIIU elf Hanbojiee CBOMCTBEHHHI.

— Hy-Ka, mocTaHbTe MHe ropoxa! — roBOpuJi OH, U YYE€HUKU HANPaBIAJIUCH K
rpsagke, mpencraBasaBiien Jlomnang. — [locTaHbTE MHE Tpeduxu! — U Te IIJIN K
Jlanrenanny.
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YynecHble rojiyOble TOpedaBKU MOXKHO OBIJIO HAWTU Ha ceBepe, Ha CKareHe,
OmecTsimuii XpUCcTOB TepH — Bo3jie Cunbkebopra. CaMble ropoga n3o00pakaauch
crtatyaTKamu. CB. KHy[, mopaxkalomui oIpakoHa, o3Ha4vasn ropon Omense; A6canoH
C eIIMCKOIICKHUM II0COXOM B pyKe — Cope; MaJleHbKOe BeCeJIbHOe CYJHO — TOpOL
Opryc, u Tak gasnee. [la, 10 cafgy IIKOJILHOTO YYUTEJIS MOXKHO OBLIIO U3YYUTH KapTy
IlaHuM, HO, KOHEYHO, IIpegBapUTENbHO HaZlo OBIJIO IOYYUTHCS Y HETO CaMOT0, a 9TO
OBITTO IpEeBeceso!

Tak BOT, OIATH OXKUgaIn KOMETY, U OH paCCKa3kIBaJl O HeUu U O TOJIKaX ITIO[CKUX,
BEI3BAHHEBIX €€ IIEPBEIM IIOABJIEHHNEM, KOTOPOE OH TdaK XOPOIIIO IIOMHHII.

— B rog nmosiBieHusT KOMETHI BUHO OBIBaET ernqe! — I'OBOPHII OH. —
BI/IHOTOpl"OBI_[bI MOT'YyT pa36<':lBJ'I5{TB ero BOJIOfI — HUKTO He 3aMeTuT! OTTOro-To OHH,
KaK I'OBOPAT, OYEHb KaAJIYIOT TaKue rogmr!

Ho He60 OBINTO MOKPHITO 0O0TaKaMU BOT y2Ke Ilefble ABe Hedelu, TaK YTO KOMETHl He
OBLIO BUHO, XOTSI OHA U MTOSBUJIACDH YXKe.

[TpecTapeneil yuuTesb CUOEJI B CBOEU KaMOPKe PSA0OM C KJIaCCHOM KOMHaTOu. B
yIIy CTOs1IU OOJbIINEe CTapUHHEIE OOPHTOJIBMCKYE YacChl, JOCTABIINECS €My eIlle OT
poputeneu. Tsxkensle CBUHIIOBEIE TUPU yXKe He IIOOHUMAaJIUCh U He ONYCKaJIUuCh
OobIlle, MAasITHUK He IBUTAJICS, MaJleHbKas KyKyIllKa, KOTopas Ipexae
BBICKaKHBaJla ¥ KyKoBajia, yzKe MHOI'O JIET MOJI4YaJIuBO CHUela B3allepTH; BCe B
Jacax 3aMepJio, IPUTHUXJIO, OHU He nuiu Oomnbine. Ho cTaphie KIaBUKOPAH!, TOXE
BPEMEH POOUTEeJIed YUUTEIsL, BCe ellle COXPaHsanu B ce0e XKu3Hb. CTPYHHI ellle
MOTJIM 3By4arTh, IIpaBAa XPUILJIOBATO, HO BCe Ke U3 HUX MOKHO OBITIO U3BJIEYb
MeJIOOWHU LeJIOT0 YeJI0BeYEeCKOro Beka. M MHOT0O BOCIIOMUHAHUU OyOUIM 3TU
MEeJIOOUY B CTAPOM IIIKOJILHOM Y4YUTEeJIe — U BECEeJbIX, U leYalbHbIX. MHOTO
IIepeXuJsl OH B 9TOT OJIMHHBIN PSAL IOOOB, C TeX IIOP KakK BHUAEJI KOMETY MaJIeHbKUM
MaJb4YUKOM U IO €e BTOPUYHOIO IIOsIBIeHus Ha HeOe. OH MOMHUJI, 4TO CKa3asa ero
MaTh, yBUS Harap Ha CBe4YKe, IIOMHUJI Yy[IeCHBIE MbUIbHBIE IIy3bIPU, KOTOPEIE
IIyCcKaJI Torza... KaXkabeiii 03Ha4asl — KaK OH T'OBOPUJI — I'Of ero Oyayliel XKU3HU, U
Kakue OHHU Oblnu OnecTsamiue, panyHable! OHU CyIUIN €My CTOJIBKO YyOec U
pagocTey, HeTCKUe UTPHL, I0HOIIIeCKMe HaclaXxaeHus! Bech CBeT jiexar repen HUM,
o3apeHHBIN Tydamu conHila! To 6bUIM MBEITIBHBIE ITy3BIpHU Oynyimero! Temeps OH OBIN
y2Ke CTapHK M M3BJIeKasl U3 CTPYH KJIaBUKOP[ MEJIOOUU IPOIIJIOT0 — 3TO OBLIN yXKe
IIy3BIpH, OKpAaIlleHHBIe IIBeTaMU BOCIIOMUHaHUU. BOT pa3panack necHs 6a0ymiKy,
KOTOPYIO OHa HaleBasia, OBICTPO IIeBeJis YyJIOYHBIMU CIUIIaMU:

Bectumo yXx, He ama30HKa

CBsizasia mepBbIM HAM YYJIOK!
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A BOT mecHsI, KOTOPYIO HalleBajla eMy, Korfia OH OblJ1 peOeHKOM, UX cTapas
ClIyKaHKa:

AX, CKOJIBKO HUCITBITAaHUH
['oTOBUT CBeET TOMY,

KTo Mnam u riiym, — U3BeCTHO
JInms Bory ogHOMY!

[ToToM pa3manuch MeJofguy IepBoro 6ana, MeHyaT, MonuHacKu (CTapuHHBIN
TaHell. — [IpuMed. miepeB.), 3a HUMU 3a3By4dalid HEeXKHbBIe, TPYCTHHIE 3BYKH,
BHI3BaBIIIME Ha IJla3a CTapuKa Cjie3bl, 3aTeM pa3fajiCsi BOEHHBIM Maplil, 3aTeM
IcajiMbl, a TaM ONSATh BeCejble UTPUBLIE 3BYKU. OHU CMEHSIU OPYyT ApyTa,
clefoBalyd OOUH 3a OPYTUM, KaK MBIJIbHBIE IIY3BIPHU, YTO OH IIyCKajl MaJlbYUKOM.

OH ycTpeMuJ B30p B OKHO; o06jlaKa, 3acTujaBiire He00, BOPYT Pa30IINuCh, ¥ OH
YBUOEN KOMETY, ee CUsIoIIee IApo U OIeCTSAIINN TYMaHHBIN HImend.

OH kak OyATO BUAEN €€ B IIEPBLIM pa3 TOJIbBKO BYepa, a Ha CaMOM-TO fejie MeXay
STUMU OBYMS BeuepaMMU Jierjia Iejiasd YyejoBeuecKas XKU3Hb, Ooratas
BocnioMuHaHusAMU! B TOT Beuep OH ObLII peOEHKOM U BUAEJ B MBIJIBHBIX ITY3BIPSIX
Oymyiiee, Temepb OHU IIOKA3bIBaJIM €My IIpoIioe. M gylla ero MpoOHUKIIACh
OEeTCKOU Bepoi, Irjia3a 3aCUsii, pyKa yIlajaa Ha KJIaBUIIU... Pa3gancs 3BYK, CIIOBHO
mopsajyiach CTpyHa!

— HpuTe ke cMOTpPeTh Ha KoMeTy! — Kpudanu eMy cocenu. — Hebo uynmo Kakoe
sgcHoe! oute, Tenepsb ee OTJIIMYHO BUOHO!

Ho cTapsiii IIKOIBLHBINM yUYUTETh HE OTBEYasl: OH YHeCCs B 3a00JlayHbIe BHICOTHI,
4TOOBI XOPOILIEHbKO IOTJIAAEeTh Ha KoMeTy! [lyila ero roToBujach IIpoJjieTeTh
IIPOCTPAHCTBO KyIa 6oJbille, OOIIUPHEEe, HEXKEJIM IIpojieTaeT KoMeTa. A Ha Hee
OISATH CMOTPENIU U U3 60TraThIX 3aMKOB, U U3 OeOHBLIX TOMOB, T'JIa3€JIu U LeJIble
TOJITIBI, YCTPEMJISIJT B30P ¥ OOUHOKHUM IMYTHUK, ITPOXOOUBIINY 110 6€3JTI0HOMN CTEIN.
Ha pymy ke yuutens cMmoTpenu tenepb CaMm ['ocrions 1 onepenuBInue ero Ha Hebe
moporue, 6JIM3KHUe ero cepally, 0 KOTOPBIX OH TaK TOCKOBaJl Ha 3eMie!
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