KpacHBIH IIBETOK

HNMeHeM ero umMiiepaTOpPCKOro BeJIM4eCTBa, rocygapsa umieparopa Ilerpa Ilepsoro,
00BSABIISAI0 PEBU3UIO CEMY CyMacIleanieMy gomy!

9Tu cnoBa OBLIM CKa3aHbl T'POMKUM, PE3KUM, 3BEHSAIIUM rojgocoM. [Trucapb
OO0JIFHUIIBLI, 3aIIMChIBABIINM OOIBHOTO B OOJIBIITYI0 HCTPENAaHHYIO0 KHUTY Ha 3aJINTOM
YepHHUJIaMHU CTOJie, He yaepzKascs oT yael0ku. Ho mBoe MOJIOObIX TIoAeH,
COTIPOBOZKAaBIIKMe OOJILHOTO, HE CMEesIJIMCh: OHU eJBa AeprKaJliuCh Ha HOraxX I0Cje
OBYX CYTOK, IIPOBeIeHHHIX 0e3 CHa, HaeauHe ¢ 0e3yMHBIM, KOTOPOT'O OHU TOJIBKO
4YTO IIPUBE3JIM 110 XKeJle3HOU Jopore. Ha nmpepgnocnenHey CTaHIUY IIPUITaA0K
OellleHCTBa YCUJIUIICS; TAe-TO OOCTalIu CyMaclleflnyo pybaxy U, I03BaB
KOHIOYKTOPOB ¥ KaHOapMa, Haje/lu Ha 60mbHOT0. TaK IPUBE3/IU €ro B TOPO, Tak
OOCTaBUJIU U B OOJILHUILY.

OH ObI71 cTpatieH. CBepX U30PBAaHHOT'O BO BpeMs IIpUIlajiKa B KJIOUbsI CEPOTO
IUIaThsl KypTKa U3 rpy0oi IapyCUHEI C MIMPOKUM BHIPE30M 0OTSATUBajia €ro CTaH;
IUIMHHBIE PyKaBa IIPHUKKUMaJIA ero PyKU K TPYOU HaKpecT U ObIJIM 3aBsg3aHbl C3aAu.
BocnaneHHble, HINPOKO PacKpHITHIE I'/1a3a (OH He coall OecsaTh CyTOK) Topen
HEIIOBUXKHBIM ropsiyuM 0JIeCKOM; HepBHas Cymopora IofepruBasa Kpail HUXHel
ryOBl; CIIyTaHHBIE KypUaBble BOJIOCH ITaiajid TPUBOM Ha J100; OH OBICTPHIMU
TAXKEJIBIMU IIaraMyu XOOUJI U3 yIJjla B yIroJl KOHTOPHI, IIBITJIMBO OCMaTpuBas cTaphle
HIKaIbl ¢ OyMaraMu U KJleeH4YaThle CTYJ/IbS U U3peaKa B3TISObIBasi Ha CBOUX
CIIyTHUKOB.

Csenute ero B oTgesieHue. Hampaso.

41 3HA10, 3Ha1. 4 OBLI Y2Ke 30eCh C BaMH B ITPOIIJIOM Iofy. MBI OCMaTpUBalIu
O6onbHUITY. {1 BCce 3HA10, ¥ MeHs OyneT TPyOHO 0OMaHyTh, CKa3asl O0JILHOM.

OH noBepHYJCA K ABepu. CTOPOK PacCTBOPUJI ee Ilepel HUM; TOIO Ke OBICTPOIO,
TSI2KEJIOI0 U PEIIUTEILHOIO II0X0IKOI0, BEICOKO IMTOAHSAB 6€3YMHYIO I'0JIOBY, OH BHIIIE]
13 KOHTOPHI U ITOYTH Oerom Iolllesl HallpaBo, B OTAeJIeHHe AyIIeBHOOOIbHBIX.
[TpoBoxkaBIlIVe eBa yCIleBalu UATU 3a HUM.

[To3BoHu. 4 He Mory. Brl cBsA3anu MHE PYKHU.

[IIBetittap OTBOPHUJI OBEPU, U IYTHUKU BCTYIIUIU B OOJIBHULLY.

910 OBITIO OOJIBIIIOE KAMEHHOEe 3MaHue CTAPUHHOM Ka3eHHOU IMOCTPOUKHU. [IBa
OOJIBIIINX 3aJia, OOUH CTOJIOBas, APYroi obilee IMoMeIlleHte 151 CIIOKOMHBIX
OOJILHBIX, IITUPOKUYM KOPHUIOP CO CTEKISTHHOM OBEPbhIO0, BEIXOOUBIIEH B caf C
LIBETHUKOM, U [eCsITKa OBa OTAEJIbHBIX KOMHAT, TAe XKuJu 00IbHbIE, 3aHUMAaIIH
HUXKHUU 9TaxX; TyT 2Ke ObIJIM YCTPOEHH Be TEMHbIe KOMHATHI, OffHa 06uTast
TIopsikaMu, Apyras JoCKaMH, B KOTOpPhIe cazkajii OYMHBIX, U OTPOMHAasi MpadyHas
KOMHAaTa CO CBOJaMHu BaHHasA. BepxXHUl 3Tax 3aHUMaIu XKEeHIUIWHB. HeCTpouHbIN
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IIyM, IIpephIBaeMbIM 3aBBEIBAHUSIMU U BOIUISIMU, HeCCsI OTTyHa. bonbHUIla Oblia
yCTpOeHa Ha BOCEMBIECST YeJIOBEK, HO TaK KakK OHa OfHa CJIyKUjla Ha HEeCKOJIbKO
OKPECTHBIX TYOEepHUM, TO B HEM IMOMeEIIaJioCh OO TPeXCOoT. B HeGoNbIINX KaMopKax
OBILJIO 10 YEeTHIPE U 110 ISTU KpPoBaTel; 3UMOM, Korfa O0JIbHBIX He BHIITyCKau B caf
U BCe OKHA 3a JKeJIe3HBIMU pellleTKaMu ObIBaJId HArIyXx0 3allepThHl, B O0IbHULIE
CTaHOBUJIOCh HEBEHIHOCUMO OYIIIHO.

HoBoro 605pHOT0 OTBEIU B KOMHATY, TIOe OMelllaIiCch BaHHBL. M Ha 3q0pOBOTO
4eJioBeKa OHa MOTJla IPOU3BECTH TSAXKEJI0e BlledyaTJIeHue, a Ha paCCTPOEHHOeE,
BO30yXKIeHHOe BooOpaxkeHue [elcTBOBasia TeM 0ojee TsxKeso. ITo Oblyia OOIbIIas
KOMHAaTa CO CBOJaMHU, C IMIIKUM KaMeHHBIM I10JIOM, OCBellleHHasA OOHUM CHOeJlaHHBIM
B yIJIy OKHOM; CTEHHI M CBOALI OBIJIM BEIKpAIlleHBl TEMHO-KPACHOI0 MacCIsTHOIO
KPacKoIO; B IIOYEePHEBIIEM OT I'PSI3U IIOJTY, B YPOBEHb C HUM, ObLIIU BAeJIaHHI IBE
KaMeHHble BaHHBI, KaK [IB€ OBaJIbHbIE, HAIIOJIHEHHBIE BOOOI0 siMbl. OTpOMHas
Me[Has Ne4Yb C HUIMHAPUYECKUM KOTJIOM [JI151 HarpeBaHUS BOOBI U 11€JIONM CUCTEMOU
MeOHBIX TPYOOK M KpaHOB 3aHKMMaJsla yroJjl IPOTUB OKHA; BCE HOCUJIO
HEeOOBIKHOBEHHO MPAYHBIM U (PaHTACTUYECKUHN OJIT PACCTPOEHHOM I'OJIOBHI
XapakTep, U 3aBe0BaBIINM BaHHBIMU CTOPOZK, TOJICTHIM, BEYHO MOJTYaABIIUMN XOXOJI,
CBO€I0 MpPa4yHOI0 (M3MOHOMUEIO YBeJIMYUBaJl BIedaTieHHue.

U korpa 60JIbHOTO IPUBEJIU B 9Ty CTPAIIHYI0 KOMHATY, YTOOBI CielaTh eMy BaHHY
U, COTJIAaCHO C CUCTEMOM JIeUeHUs TJIaBHOTO JOKTOopa OONbHUIIE, HAJIOXKUTh €My Ha
3aThIJIOK OOJIBINYIO MYIIKY, OH ITPUILENT B y2Kac U SpocTh. Henernbie MbICTH, OOHA
YyOoOBUILHEE OPYrOM, 3aBEPTEIUCH B ero rojose. UYto 310? MHKBU3ULUA? MecTo
TaWHOM Ka3HU, I'Tle Bparu ero PemuaIn IOKOHYUTh C HUM? MoxeT ObITh, CaMbIt aj?
EMy npuIiyio HakoOHeIl B TOJIOBY, YTO 3TO KaKoe-TO UcHblTaHUe. Ero pa3geny,
HEeCMOTPS Ha OT4YasiHHOe coIpoTuBieHue. C yIBOEHHOIO OT 6O0JIE3HU CUJIOI0 OH
JIETKO BBIPBIBAJICA M3 PYK HECKOJIBKUX CTOPOZKEU, TaK YTO OHU MTafaid Ha MOJI;
HaKOHeI] Y4eTBePOo II0BaJIUJIM €r0 U, CXBaTUB 3a PYKU U 3a HOTH, OIIyCTUJIX B TEILJIYIO
Bony. OHa mmokKa3aJjiach eMy KUIIITKOM, U B 6e3yMHOM I'0JI0Be METbKHYJIa
O6eccBs3HasA OTPHIBOYHAS MBIC/Ib 00 MCIIBITAHUU KUIIATKOM U KaJIeHBIM JKeJIe30M.
3axeObIBasiCch BOIOIO U CYyOOPOKHO OapaxTasiCb pyKaMH U HOraMHU, 3a KOTOpPhIE €T0
KPEeIIKO IeprKaJjii CTOPOxKa, OH, 3aAbIXasiCh, BREIKPUKUBAJI 0ECCBSI3HYIO PeUb, O
KOTOPOU HEBO3MOXKHO UMETh IpeACTaBIeHUsI, He C/IHIIIaB ee Ha caMoM fene. TyT
OBLIIM U MOJIMTBHL U NIPOKJIATHSA. OH KpUdaJsl, IoKa He BEIOUJICS U3 CUJI, U HaKOHEI]
THXO0, C TOPSIYUMU CJile3aMy, IIPOTrOBOPUJII (ppaldy, COBEPILIEHHO He BSI3aBIIYIOCS C
IpenbIayILIen PeYbo:

CsaTou BenMKOMy4eHUK ['eopruii! B pyku TBou npepar Tesao Moe. A AyX HeT, O
HeT!..

CTopoxa Bce ellle fepzKaJlu ero, XO0Ts OH U YCIIOKOUJICA. Telasi BaHHA U IIy3bIPh
CO JIbZIOM, IIOJIOKEHHHBIU Ha T'0JIOBY, IPOU3BEJIN CBOe AeiicTBue. Ho Korma ero,
mouTu 6eCYyBCTBEHHOTO, BEIHY/IX U3 BOOBI M ITOCAAUIU Ha TabypeT, YTOOHI
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IIOCTaBUTh MYIIIKY, OCTATOK CUJI U 6€3yMHBIe MBICIIM CHOBa TOYHO B30pPBaJio.

3a uT0? 3a YTO0? KpUYal OH. I HUKOMY He XO0TeJl 371a. 3a 4To youBaTh MeHs? O-0-0!
O rocmogu! O BBI, MyYyuMBbIe paHbIlle MeHsi! Bac Moimto, n36aBbTe...

XKrydee IpuKOCHOBEHME K 3aTHIJIKYy 3aCTaBUJIO €ro OTYassHHO OuThcs. [Ipucnayra He
MOTJla C HUM CIIPaBUTHCS U He 3Hasla, 4TO JeslaThb.

Huduero He nogenaels, cKka3ajl IPOU3BOAUBIINY Ollepaluio congat. HyxkHo
CTepeTh.

9TU TPOCTHIE CIIOBa mpuUBenu 6O0IbHOTO B comporanue. CtepeTh!.. YTo cTepeTs?
Koro ctepets? MeHs! nogymasl OH ¥ B CMEPTEJIbHOM y2Kace 3aKphii ria3a. Conmart
B34J1 3a ABa KOHIIa rpyboe IOJI0TeHIe U, CUIbHO HaXumMasi, OBICTPO ITPOBEJI UM 10
3aTHIJIKY, COPBAB C HETO U MYIIIKY ¥ BEPXHHUM CJION KOXKU U OCTaBUB 0OHAXKEHHYIO
KpacHYI0 ccaguHy. Bosb 0T 9TOU omepaliny, HeBEIHOCUMAs U [JIsI CIIOKOMHOI'O U
3[I0POBOT0 YeJIoBeKa, ITIoKa3ajiach 00JIbHOMY KOHIIOM Bcero. OH OTYassHHO PBaHYJICS
BCEM TeJIOM, BEIPBAJICA U3 PYK CTOPOXKEWU, ¥ ero Haroe TeJjio IIOKaTUJIOCh 110
KaMeHHBIM ItuTaM. OH myMasl, 4YTo eMy OoTpyOunIu rosoBy. OH XOTeJl KpUKHYTh U He
Mor. Ero oTHecnu Ha KOUKY B 6ecliaMsITCTBEe, KOTOPOE TIEPEINIO B TITYOOKNH,
MEPTBBIU U OOJITUM COH.

OH ouHyJICS HOYBIO. Bce OBLIO THXO; U3 cocenqHel OOIbIION KOMHATEL CIIBIIIAIOCH
OBIXaHUe COsamuX OONBHEIX. ['He-TO majeKo MOHOTOHHEIM, CTPQHHBIM I'OJIOCOM
pa3roBapuBall caM C C00010 O0JILHOM, TTOCaKEeHHBIM Ha HOYb B TEMHYIO KOMHATYy, [a
CBEpXY, U3 XKEHCKOI'0 OTHEIeHU S, XPUIUIBIU KOHTPAJIbTO [IeJI KaKyl-TO OUKYIO
necHo. bonbHOU npucaymuBacsa K 3TUM 3ByKaM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI CTPALIHYIO
cmaboCcTh 1 pa3bUTOCTDL BO BCEX YJIeHAX; Ilesi ero CUJIbHO Ooena.

I'me s1? YTO CO MHOI? IIPUIIIIO €My B T010By. Y BOPYT C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOI SIPKOCTBIO
eMy IIpeACTaBUJICA OCIEeIHUN MeCSI] ero XKU3HU, U OH IOHAJ, YTO OH OOJIEH U YeM
0omeH. Psi HenenmbIX MBICTIEH, CJI0B U IIOCTYIIKOB BCIIOMHUJICS €My, 3aCTaBIIsAs
COOpOraThCs BCEM CYIIECTBOM.

Ho sT0 KOHYeHO, ci1aBa 00Ty, 9TO KOHYEHO! IIpoIenTan OH U CHOBa YCHYII.
OTKpPEBITOE OKHO C KEeJIe3HBIMU pelleTKaMU BEIXOOUJIO B MaJIeHbKUU 3aKO0YyJIOK
MeXOy OONBIIMMY 30aHUSIMU U KaMEeHHOU OrpaZoy; B 3TOT 3aKOYJIOK HUKTO
HUKOIZla He 3aXO0OWJI, ¥ OH BECh I'yCTO 3apPOC KaKMM-TO OJUKUM KyCTapPHUKOM U
CUPEHBIO, IIBIIITHO IBETIIEI0 B TO BpeMs rofa... 3a KyCTaMu, IIPsIMO IIPOTUB OKHaA,
TeMHeJla BEICOKas orpaja, BEICOKHE BEPXYIIIKHU JepeBbeB OOJIBIIOro cafa, OOIUTHE
U IPOHUKHYTHIE JIyHHBEIM CBETOM, IIsgenu u3-3a Hee. CripaBa NOOBIMAoCh Oesoe
3maHue OOJILHUIIEL C OCBEIIeHHBIMU U3HYTPU OKHaMU C JKeJIe3HBIMU PelleTKaMy;
cieBa Oenas, spKas OT JIyHBI, IJIyXasl CTeHa MepTBelKOu. JIyHHEBIN CBeT majal
CKBO3b PELIeTKY OKHA BOBHYTPb KOMHATHI, Ha II0JI, ¥ OCBeIIajl 4aCTh IOCTENN U
n3ymMydeHHOe, O1eqHOe MU0 OOIBHOTO C 3aKPBHITHIMU I'Jla3aMy; Telleph B HEM He
OBLIIO HUUEeTro 0e3yMHOr0. DTO OBLI ITyOOKMU, TAXKENbIA COH U3MYy4YEHHOT O
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yeJioBeKa, 0e3 CHOBUOEeHUN, 0e3 MaJlelIlIero OIBUKEeHUsI U Io4YTu 0e3 OouixaHud. Ha
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUU OH MPOCHYJICS B MOJIHOM MaMsTH, KaK OyAoTo ObI 3MOPOBHIM,
3aTeM 4TOOBI YTPOM BCTATh C IIOCTEJIH MTPEXKHUM 0e3yMIeM.

Kaxk BBl ce6s1 4yBCTByeTe? CIIPOCUJI €r0 Ha APYTrOoM IeHb JOKTOP.

BonpHOM, TONBKO YTO IPOCHYBIINCS, €IIle JIeKaJl 10T OOesiJIOM.

OtnuyHO! oTBedasn OH, BCKaKUBasi, HaJeBas Ty(pJu U xBaTasCh 3a Xasar.
ITpekpacHO! TOIBKO OOHO: BOT!

OH noka3sas cebe Ha 3aTHIIOK.

4 He Mory noBepHYTSH m1eu 0e3 6onu. Ho s3To Huyero. Bce xopoio, ecnu ero
[IOHUMaellb; a 1 IOHUMAIO.

Br1 3HaeTe, roe BBI?

KoneuHno, moktop! 4 B cymacmenmem gome. Ho Bens, eCiiu MOHUMaEIb, 3TO
pEeLIINTENIbHO BCe PaBHO. PemmuTensHO BCe paBHO.

IIOKTOp IIpHCTaIbHO CMOTPEN €My B rjia3a. Ero KkpacuBoe X0IeHOe JIUI0 C
IIPEBOCXOOHO PacyeCaHHOU 30JIOTUCTOM OOPOAOM M CIOKOMHBIMU I'OTyOBIMU
rj1a3aMy, CMOTPEBIIMMU CKBO3b 30JI0ThIE OUYKHU, OBIJIO HEIIOOBUXKHO U
HemnpoHunaemo. OH HabmOOaNl.

YTo BB TaK IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPUTE Ha MeHsA? Bl He MpodTeTe TOr0, YTO Y MEHS B
oylie, IPOoJIXKal OO0JIBPHOM, a s ICHO YHUTAlO0 B Ballel! 3adyeM BH JejlaeTe 37107
3adeM BB cOOpasu 9Ty TONIY HECYACTHEIX U IePKUTe ee 3TeCh? MHe BCe pPaBHO: A
BCe IIOHMMaAlIO0 U CIIOKOeH; HO OHU? K yeMmy 3Tu My4deHbs? HenoBeKy, KOTOPHIU
OOCTHT TOTO, YTO B OyIlle eTr0 eCTh BeJIMKasi MEICJIb, 00Iasi MEICTIb, €My BCE PaBHO,
rOe XXWUTh, YTO YyBCTBOBaTh. [laXke KUTh U He XKUTh... Beop Tak?

MoxeT OBITh, OTBEUYaJI JOKTOP, CaAsCh Ha CTYJ B YIJIy KOMHATHI TaK, YTOOLI BUOETh
0O0JIPHOT0, KOTOPHIY OBICTPO XOAWJI U3 yTJjla B YyTOJI, IIjieniasi OTPOMHBIMU TyhIIAMU
KOHCKOU KOXKU ¥ pa3MaxuBas [10JlaMU xajaTa u3 OyMaXXHOU MaTepUU C IIUPOKUMU
KPaCHBIMU [10JI0OCaMU ¥ KPYIHBIMU I1BeTaMu. CONMPOBOXKIABIINE OOKTOPa denbamep
U Haf3upaTeslb IPOJOoIXKalIl CTOSATh HABEITAXKKY y IBEPEU.

W y meHs OHa ecThb! BOCKJIUKHYJ O0IbHOU. M KOrza s HaIllen ee, s1 I0OYyBCTBOBAII
ce0s mepepoguBmuMCcs. YyBCTBa CTalIu OCTpee, MO3r paboTaeT Kak HUKorga. Yto
Ipexpae OOCTUTaJIoCh OJIMHHEBIM IIyTEM YMO3aKIIUYeHN U OorafokK, Teneph g
IMO3HAal0 UHTYUTUBHO. { MOCTUT peasbHO TOTO, YTO BeIpaboTaHo ¢punocodpuen. A
IepeXkuBal caMuM CO00I0 BeIUKUe UAer O TOM, YTO IPOCTPAHCTBO U BpEMS CYTh
dukuu. {1 XKUBy BO BCex BeKax. f KuBy 0€3 IPOCTPaHCTBa, Be3Oe WiIu HUTAe, KaK
xoTuTe. M mosTOMy MHe BCe PaBHO, HEPKUTE JIU BBl MEHS 3[€Ch UJIX OTIIYCTUTE Ha
BOJIIO, CBOOOMEH g MU CBs3aH. {1 3aMeTHs1, 4TO TyT €CTh ellle HECKOJIbKO TaKUX XKe.
Ho pgns ocTanbHOM TOJNBL TaKOe MOJIOXKEHUE YKaCHO. 3aUueM BEl He 0OCBOOOOUTE UX?
Komy HyXHO...

Brl cka3anu, nepebui ero JOKTOP, YTO BH JKUBETE BHE BPEMEHU U IIPOCTPAHCTBA.
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OpHakKo HeNlb35 He COTJIaCUTHCS, YTO MBI C BaMU B 3TOM KOMHATE U YTO Teleph,
OOKTOP BBIHYJI Yachl, II0OJIOBUHA OOUHHAAIATOro, 6-ro masa 18** roga. Yto BBl
nymaeTe 00 aTOM?

Huuero. MHe Bce paBHO, Irfie HU OBITh U KOTIa HU XXKUTh. ECITM MHe Bce pPaBHO, He
3HAQYUT JIU 3TO, 4YTO S Be3[e U Bcerga?..

IHOKTOp YyCMEXHYJICH.

Pepkas nmoruka, cka3sas OH, BcTaBas. [loxKasnyi, B ITpaBhL. [10 cBugaHus. He
XOTUTE JIU BBl CUTapKy?

Brnaropmapto Bac. OH OCTaHOBUJICSA, B35JI CUTapy U HEPBHO OTKYCHUJI €ee KOHYUK. JTO
moMoraeT AyMaTh, CKa3ajl OH. ITO MUDP, MUKPOKOCM. Ha omHOM KOHIIe 11e104U, Ha
OPYTOM KUCJIOTHL... TaKOBO paBHOBECHE U MUPA, B KOTOPOM HEUTPAJIU3yITCSI
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHBIE Hadasa. [Ipoiante, JOKTOP!

IloKTOp oTpaBuics manbiie. bonbilas 4acTh O0IBHBEIX OXKMajla ero, BETIHYBIIUCH
Yy CBOUX KOeK. HuKakoe HayajlbCTBO He II0JIb3yeTCs TAKUM II0YETOM OT CBOUX
IIOOYVHEHHBIX, KaKUM JOKTOP-IICUXUATP OT CBOUX IOMEIIIaHHBIX.

A GOJIbHOM, OCTaABIINCH OOWH, IIPOMOJIKAJI ITIOPEIBUCTO XOOUTh U3 yIJla B yroJ
KaMepsl. EMy IpyHecnu 4ay; OH, He IPUCaXKUBasCh, B Ba IpreMa OIIOPOXKHUII
OO0JBITYI0 KPY2KKY M IIOYTH B OJJTHO MTHOBEHUE Chen OO0MbIION KyCcoK Oesoro xnebda.
[ToToM OH BEHIIIIENI U3 KOMHATHL U HECKOJIBKO YacCOB, HE OCTaHaBJIUBasICh, XOOUII
CBO€I0 OBICTPOIO U TSXKEJION ITOXOOKOM M3 KOHIla B KOHeIl Bcero 3naHusd. [JeHb ObI
OOXK[JIUBBIM, ¥ OONBHBIX HE BBEITYCKalu B caf. Korpma denbaiep ctana ucKaTh HOBOTO
00JIbHOT0, eMy yKa3aJii Ha KOHell KOPUAopa; OH CTOSJI 3MeCh, IIPUIbHYBIIN JIMIIOM K
CTEKJIy CTEKJITHHOU CaJoBOU OBEPH, U IIPUCTAJIBHO CMOTpPEJ Ha LIBeTHUK. Ero
BHUMaHUe IIPUBJIEK HEOOLIKHOBEHHO SIPKMU aJIbIf I[BETOK, OOWH U3 BUOOB MakKa.
[ToxkanyiiTe B3BECUTHCS, CKa3as (enbpauiep, Tporas ero 3a Ijiedo.

U Korpa TOT HOBEPHYJICS K HEMY JIUIIOM, OH YyTh HE OTIIATHYJICSA B UCIIyTe: CTOJIBKO
OUKOM 37100BI M HEHABUCTU TOpeJio B 6e3yMHBIX I'Jla3dax. Ho, yBugaB demnbaiiepa, oH
TOTYacC Xe I[IepeMeHUJI BeIpakKeHue Jinlia U [IOCJIyIIHO [IOoIIesI 3a HUM, He CcKa3aB HU
OOHOTO CJIOBa, KaK Oy[ATO IMOTPY2KEHHBIN B TJIy00KyIo AyMy. OHU IIPOIIIU B
OOKTOPCKUM KabuHeT; O0JIbHOM caM BCTal Ha MIaT@opMy HeOOJIbINUX AeCITUYHBIX
BeCOB: (penbAliiep, CBECUB €ro, OTMETHUII B KHUTe ITPOTUB ero uMeHu 109 ¢pyHTOB. Ha
opyro# geHb Owv1yio 107, Ha TpeTuit 106.

Ecnu Tak nouper manblile, OH He BBIXKUBET, CKa3aJl JOKTOP U IpUKa3al KOPMUTH
ero Kak MOXHO JIyy4lIie.

Ho, HecMOTpsi Ha 9TO U Ha HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN anIeTUT 60JIbHOTO0, OH XyHeJl C
KaXXObIM gHeM, U (enbAliep KaXabli JeHb 3allMChIBajI B KHUTY BCe MEHbIIIee U
MeHbIIlee Yuciio GyHTOB. BOIbHOM ITOYTH He CIaa U 1ejible OIHU IIPOBOOUII B
HENpEepLIBHOM OBUXKEHUU.
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OH co3HaBaJl, YTO OH B CyMacIllefillleM AOMe; OH CO3[aBaJl faxke, 4YTo OH OOoJIeH.
HWHorpga, Kak B IIEPBYIO0 HOYb, OH IIPOCHINIAJICS CPeOy TUILINHBI ITI0CJIe LIeJI0T0 THS
OyHMHOTO OBUIKEHUS, UYBCTBYS JIOMOTY BO BCEX YUJIeHaX U CTPAIIHYIO TSIXKeCThb B
TOJIOBE, HO B IIOJTHOM CO3HAHUU. MOKeT ObITh, OTCYTCTBUE BIleYaTIeHUN B HOYHOMU
TUIIWHE U II0JIyCBETE, MOXKeT ObITh, cjiabast paboTa MO3Ta TOJILKO YTO
IIPOCHYBIIETOCS YeJloBeKa [iejlajii TO, YTO B TaKKWe MUHYTHI OH SICHO IIOHUMaAaJl CBoe
IMOJIOXKeHUe u OBbIIT KaK OynTo O 30opoB. Ho HacTymasn meHb; BMECTE CO CBETOM U
npoOyXKaeHueM XKU3HU B OOIbHUIIE eT0 CHOBa BOJIHOIO OXBATHIBAJIM BIIeYaTJIEHUS;
0O0JTLHOM MO3T He MOT CIIPAaBUTHCS C HUMHU, U OH CHOBA ObINT 6e3yMHBIM. ET0
COCTOsTHHE OBIJIO CTPAHHOI0 CMEChIO ITPAaBUJIBHBIX CYyXKIOeHUM u Henenocte. OH
IIOHMMaJI, YTO BOKPYT Hero Bce OOJIbHBIE, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs B KaxXK[I0M M3 HUX BUEI
KaKoe-HHOy[Ob TaHO CKPHIBAIOIIlEEeCs UJIM CKPBITOE JIUII0, KOTOPOE OH 3HaJ Impexkae
WX 0 KOTOPOM YUTAaJ WU Cibixan. bonbHUIa Oblyla HaceleHa JII0ObMU BCEX BpEMEH
U Bcex cTpaH. TyT ObUIM U KUBBIE U MePTBHIE. TyT ObIJIM 3HAMEHUTHIE U CUJILHBIE
MHPa U CoJaThl, yOUThIEe B ITIOC/IeQHIO BOUHY U BocKpecinue. OH Bupaesn ce0s B
KaKOM-TO BOJIIIeOHOM, 3aK0JIIOBAHHOM Kpyre, coOpaBIiieM B ce0st BCIO CUTy 3eMIJIH,
U B TOpAeINBOM HCCTYIJIEHUN cUUTasa cebs 3a LIeHTP 3TOro Kpyra. Bce oHH, ero
TOBAPHUILM 110 OONBbHUIIE, COOpAIMCh CIofa 3aTeM, YTOObI UCIIOJTHUTh Oejl0, CMYTHO
IIPeICTaBIIABIIEECS eMy TUTaHTCKUM IIPeAIIpusaTHeM, HallpaBIeHHBIM K
VHHUYTOXKEHHUIO 371a Ha 3eMJie. OH He 3HAJI, B YeM OHO Oy[eT COCTOATh, HO
4yBCTBOBAJI B ce0e MOCTAaTOYHO CHUJI [Jid ero ucnojiHeHus. OH MOT YUTaTh MBICTIN
OPYyTHUX JIIofel; BUAes B BelllaX BCIO UX UCTOPHIO; OOJIbIINE BI3bl B O0JIbHUYHOM
cafly pacCKa3bIBaJii eMy IieJible JIeTeHObl U3 IIePeKUTOT0; 3naHue, HelCTBUTEIILHO
IIOCTPOEHHOE IOBOJILHO JaBHO, OH CUMTAaJl IOCTporKoi [TeTpa Benukoro u Obi1
yBEpEeH, 4YTO Ilaphb KU B HeM B 3n0xy [lonTaBcKkoi 6uTBEl. OH MpOYesI 3TO Ha
CTeHaX, Ha 0OBa/jIMBIIENCS IITYKaTypKe, Ha KyCcKaxX KUpIIMYa U U3pas31ioB,
HaXOOWMEBIX UM B Cafly; BCS UCTOPHUS OOMa U cafa Oblyla HanmucaHa Ha Hux. OH
HacCeJIuJI MaJjieHbKOoe 3[jlaHie MePTBELKON AeCATKaMU U COTHAMHU JaBHO YMePIIUX
JIIofed U MPUCTAJIbHO BIIIAOBIBAJICS B OKOHIIE, BEIXOOUBIIIEE U3 ee IIofiBajia B yIOJIOK
cayia, BU[sS B HEPOBHOM OTpPaXkKeHUHU CBeTa B CTAPOM PafyKHOM U I'PSI3HOM CTeKJie
3HAKOMEIe YepPTHl, BULEHHbIE UM KOT'[la-TO B JKU3HHU HUJIM Ha IIOPTPeTax.

Mezxkay TeM HacCTyNuIa sSICHas, XOpolllas Ioroaa; 00JIbHEIE Lie/ible OHU ITPOBOOUIIN
Ha Bo31yxe B capgy. Mx oraeneHue capma, HeOOJIbIIOe, HO TYCTO 3apocliiee
mepeBbsaMU, OBIJIO Be3[e, TOe TOJIbKO MOXKHO, 3acakeHo 1iBeTaMu. Hag3upaTenb
3acTaBiisAil paboTaTh B HEM BCEX CKOJIBKO-HUOYIb CIIOCOOHBIX K TPYAY; Lieble OHU
OHM MEJIH U IIOCHIIaIu TeCKOM AOPOIKKHU, TIOJIOIU U IOJIUBAIU I'PAOKH IIBETOB,
OorypiioB, apOy30B U ObIHb, BCKOIIAHHBLIE UX 7K€ PyKaMH. YTOJI cafja 3apoC T'YCTHIM
BUIIIHSIKOM; BIIOJIb HETO TSHYJIUCH aJyIed U3 BSI30B; IOCPeOuHe, Ha HeOOJIbIION
UCKYCCTBEHHOM TOpKe, OBbLII pa3BeeH CaMbIii KpaCUBLIN IIBETHUK BO BCEM Cafy;
sSIpKUe LIBETHI POCJIM I10 KpasiM BepXHel IJIoaAKy, a B IIeHTpe ee KpacoBajlach
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OorbIllasi, KPyIHas U pelKas, XKejTas C KpaCHBIMU KpanuHKamu ganus. OHa
coCTaBiisjia IIeHTP U BCEro cajia, BO3BHIIASACH Hall HUM, U MOXKHO OBIJIO 3aMETHUTh,
4yTO MHOTHEe OOJIbHEBIE IPpUaBalii el KaKoe-TO TauHCTBEHHOe 3HaueHue. HoBomy
00JIbHOMY OHa Ka3aJjlaCh TOXKe YeM-TO He COBCEM OOBIKHOBEHHBIM, KaKUM-TO
najaiafuyMoM caflla ¥ 3gaHus. Bce mopoxkKu ObINIM TaKXkKe 00CaxKeHbl pyKaMu
007bHBIX. TyT OBIJIM BCEBO3MOXKHEIE IIBETHI, BCTPEYaloliecss B MaJIOPOCCUMCKUX
cafiKaxX: BLICOKHE PO3HI, SIpKUE MMeTYHUHU, KYCThl BEICOKOTO TabaKy C HeOOIbIIUMHU
PO30BBIMU I[BETaMU, MsTa, 6apxaTibl, HACTYPLUU U MakK. TyT 3Ke, HelaJIeKO OT
KPBLIbIlla, POCIU TPU KyCTHMKA MaKa KaKON-TO 0COOEHHOM MOpoanl; OH OBLJI ropas3mo
MeHbllle 0OLIKHOBEHHOI'O M OTJIMYAJICS OT HETO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOIO IPKOCTBIO ajioro
BeTa. OTOT IBETOK U IOpa3uji 60JIbHOT0, KOTHa OH B IIEPBHIN OeHb II0CTie
IIOCTYIUIEHUSI B OOJILHUITY CMOTPEJ B Cafl CKBO3b CTEKJISTHHYIO OBEDb.

Beiiigsa B IepBBIM pa3 B cafl, OH IIpexX/e BCero, He CXOAs CO CTyIIeHb KPHBIIbIIa,
IIOCMOTPEJ Ha 9TU sipKue IBeTHl. X OBIJIO BCEro TOJILKO ABa; CIIy4alHO OHU POCIIHU
OTHEeNIbHO OT APYTUX U Ha HEBHIIIOJIOTOM MeCTe, TaK 4TO rycras jiebema U KaKOU-TO
OypBbSIH OKPYyKaIu UX.

BonbHBIE OOVH 3a OPYTUM BBIXOAUJIM U3 OABEPEU, Y KOTOPHIX CTOSIJI CTOPOXK U JaBajl
KaXXIOMY U3 HUX TOJICTHIM Oebli, BI3aHHBIM U3 OyMaru KojamnakK C KpaCHBIM
KpecToM Ha J10y. Konmaku 3Ty noObIBaiu Ha BOMHE U OBIIM KYIJIEHBI Ha ayKIIMOHE.
Ho 6ombHOM, caMo co0010 pa3dyMeeTcs, ITpuaaBal 3TOMy KpaCHOMY KpPecTy ocoboe,
TauHCTBEeHHOe 3HaueHue. OH CHSJI ¢ ce0s KOJimaK ¥ IIOCMOTPeJI Ha KPecCT, II0OTOM Ha
LIBEeTH MakKa. LIBeTH ObLIN sIpUe.

OH nobexmaeT, cKa3as 00JIbHOM, HO MBI IOCMOTPUM.

U oH comen ¢ kpoinblia. OCMOTPEBIINCH U HE 3aMETUB CTOPOIKa, CTOSIBIIIET0 C3aau
HEero, OH IepellarHyy I'psAOKy U OIPOTSHYJ PYKY K IIBETKY, HO He PEeIInJICS COpBaTh
ero. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI XKap U KOJIOThE B IPOTSAHYTOU PYKe, a IIOTOM U BO BCEM TeJle,
Kak 6yATo OB KAKOW-TO CUJILHBINM TOK HEM3BECTHOM €My CUJIBI MCXOOUJI OT KPaCHBIX
JIETIECTKOB ¥ IIPOHU3LIBAJI BCce ero Teno. OH IPUABUHYJICS OIUXKe U MPOTIHYJI PYKY
K caMOMY LIBETKY, HO IIBETOK, KaK €My Ka3aJIOoCh, 3alllMIIajIiCs, UCIIyCKas IOOBUTOE,
cMepTesibHOe ObIxaHue. ['0J10Ba ero 3akpyzKusach; OH cAesall IocjieqHee
OTYasiHHOE YCHUJIHe U yKe CXBaTHUJICS 3a cTebesieK, KakK BOAPYT TsKejas pyKa jeria
€My Ha I1JIe40. ITO CTOPOK CXBaTHUJI €ro.

Henwv3sa pBaTh, CKa3ajl CTapuk X0X0JI. M Ha rpsaaky He xonu. TyT MHOTO Bac,
cyMacIle[IInX, HalgeTcs: KaxXKObIi 110 IIBETKY, BECh cajl pa3HecyT, yOequTeIbHO
CKasaJl OH, BCe Iepxa ero 3a IjIeyo.

BosnbHOM ITocMOTpesn eMy B JIMIIO, MOT4a OCBOOOAUIICS OT €ro PyKHU U B BOJTHEHUU
noures o gopoxkke. O HecyacTHHIE! gymMan oH. BEl He BUANTE, BB OCJIENIN A0
TaKOM CTeIleHH, YTO 3aluiaeTe ero. Ho Bo 4To OB TO HU CTAJIO S IOKOHYY C HUM.
He ceropHs, Tak 3aBTpa MHI ToMepsieMcs cujiaMu. Y ecnu s1 morubHy, He BCe JIU
paBHO...
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OH rynsan mo cagy OO CaMOro Bedepa, 3aBO[s 3HAKOMCTBA U Belsl CTPaHHEBIE
Pa3roBOpPHI, B KOTOPHIX KaXKAbIM U3 COOECeQHUKOB CIIBIIIAJI TOJIBKO OTBETHI Ha CBOU
0e3yMHBIe MBIC/IH, BRIpaXKaBIIecs HeJlello-TauHCTBEHHBIMU ClI0BaMu. BobHOU
XOOUJI TO C OMHUM TOBApPHIIEM, TO C OPYTHUM U K KOHIY OHSA elle 6ojiee yoemucs,
YTO BCe I'OTOBO, KakK OH CcKa3as caM cebe. CKOpO, CKOPO pacIamyTcs Kee3Hble
peIIeTKH, BCe 3TU 3aTOYEHHbIE BHIUAYT OTCIOa U IOMYAaTCS BO BCE KOHIIBI 3eMJIU, U
BeCb MUP COIOPOTHETCsI, COPOCUT C cebst BeTXyI0 000JIOUKY U TBUTCS B HOBOM,
yynHOU KpacoTe. OH mo4uTH 3a0bLI O IIBETKEe, HO, YXOIs U3 cafa U NOOHUMAasCh Ha
KPBIJIBIIO, CHOBA YBUEJI B T'YCTOM IOTEMHEBIIIEN U YK€ HauWHaBIIEe POCUTHCS
TpaBe TOYHO [OBa KpPacCHHBIX yroabka. Torga 607IbHOM OTCTAl OT TOJIIILI M, CTaB
103aJiu CTOPOXKa, BhIZKAaJl ynoOHOro MIrHOBeHHUsA. HUKTO He BUOelN, KaK OH
IIePEeCKOYNII Yepes IPAaKy, CXBAaTUII [IBETOK U TOPOILJIMBO CIPSATAJl ero Ha CBOeu
rpynu nop py6aimkoii. Korga cBexue, pOCUCThIE JIMCThS KOCHYJIMCEH eT0 Tejla, OH
rno6sieHe I KaK CMepPTh U B y2Kace IITUPOKO PAaCKPHIUI Iy1a3a. XOJIOOHBIN IIOT
BBICTYIIMJI y HETO Ha JI0y.

B GonbHUIIE 3aKTJIU JIaMIIBI; B OKUAAHUU Y2KUHA 00JIblIas 4acTh O0IbHBIX
yJierjach Ha IIOCTENIH, KpOMe HECKOIbKHUX O€CIIOKOMHBIX, TOPOILJINBO XOOUBIINX 110
KOPHUOPY U 3asaM. BoJibHOM ¢ IIBETKOM OBbLI Mexkay HuMu. OH XOOUJI, CYTOPOKHO
CcKaB PyKH y ceOsl Ha I'PYAU KPECTOM: Ka3ajloCh, OH XOTeJl pa3fdaBUTh, Pa3MO3XKUTh
cupsiTaHHOe Ha Hel pacTeHue. [Ipu BCcTpede C APYTUMU OH HaJieKO OOXOOUJI UX,
00siCh IPUKOCHYTHCS K HUM KpaeM ofekabl. He moaxonute, He mogxoguTte! Kpudai
oH. Ho B 60JibHHIIE Ha TaKWe BO3TJIackl Majio KTO obpaliias BHUMaHue. Y oH xoOun
BCe CKOpee U CKOpee, AeJjiaj 1aru Bce Oosblile 1 O0JIbIle, XOOMII Yac, ABa C
KaKUM-TO OCTEPBEHEHUEM.

A yrommio Tebs. A 3amyrry Tebs! rimyxo 1 3100HO TOBOPHUII OH.

HMHorma oH ckpexkeTan 3y0aMu.

B cromnoByio nopganu ykuHaTh. Ha Gonbiire cTosibl 6€3 cKaTepTel II0OCTaBUIIU I10
HECKOJIbKY JIePEBSIHHBIX KPAIIeHBIX U 30JI0YE€HBIX MUCOK C XKUOKOIO IIIIIEHHOI0
KaIuieio; 00IbHEIE YCeIUCh Ha JIaBKHM; UM PO34aJjiy 110 JIOMTIO YepHoro xjeba. Enu
OepeBIHHBIMHU JIOXKKaMU 4eJIOBEK 110 BOCBMHU U3 OOHOU MUCKHU. HEeKOTOpEHIM,
ITOJTb30BABIIIUMCS YIYUIIIEHHOM MUIIelN, moaaau oTaenbHo. Hamr 601bHOM, OBICTPO
IIPOTJIOTUB CBOIO MOPIINIO, IPUHECEHHYIO CTOPOXKEM, KOTOPHIU I03BaJjl €r0 B €T0
KOMHATY, He yOOBOJIbCTBOBAJICS 9TUM U IIOIIIEJI B OOIIYI0 CTOJIOBYIO.

[To3BONIBbTE MHE CECThH 3[€Ch, CKa3ajl OH Haf3upaTeJiio.

Pa3Be BbI He y>KUHAIN? CIIPOCUJI Haf3upaTellb, pa3nuBas 0oO0aBOUYHbIE ITIOPLIUU
Kallld B MUCKH.

4 oueHs ronopgeH. I MHe HyKHO CUJIBHO IIOOKPENUTHCA. BCA Mo mogmepskKKa B
[IUIlle; BBl 3HaeTe, 4YTO s1 COBCEM He CILIIO.

KymraiiTe, Munbiii, Ha 3MOpoBLe. Tapac, Ja UM JIOXKKY U xJeba.
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OH noxcesnn K OOHOU U3 YallleK U Chell ellle OTPOMHOE KOJINYeCTBO Kalllu.

Hy, moBOJIBHO, HOBOJIBHO, CKa3aJl HaKOHeIl Haf3upaTeJslb, KOTda BCe KOHYUIIU
y2KUHaTh, a Halll 60JIbHOH ellle MPOJoJIXKaJl CUIeTh Ha[l Yalllkol, yepias U3 Hee
OOHOM PYKOM Kallly, a OPYTro¥ KPEIKo aepxKach 3a rpyab. O0beauTecs.

9x, ecnu OBl BBl 3HAJIU, CKOJIBKO CUJI MHE HYXKHO, CKOJIbKO cui! ITpoimaiiTte,
Hukomnait Hukomand, cka3an 00JIbHOM, BCTaBas U3-3a CTOJIa U KPEIKO CXKUMas PyKy
Hapgsuparend. [IpoiauTe.

Kyma ke BBI? CITPOCHUII C YIIBIOKOM Haa3upaTeb.

A? Hukyma. 4 octatock. Ho, MoxeT OBITH, 3aBTPa MHL He YBUAMMCS. Biaromapo Bac
3a BaIry goOpoTy.

U oH elle pa3 Kpemko I1oxasl PyKy Hag3uparesr. ['o1oc ero gpoxari, Ha riasax
BBICTYIIUJIU CJIE3HL.

YcnokouTech, MUJIBIM, YCIIOKOUTECH, OTBeYal Haa3uparesb. K uemMy Takue
MpayHble MbIcIU? [loguTe NMSATTE Oa 3aCHUTE XOPOIIeHbKO. BaM 6oJbile criaTh
clenyeT; ecnu OymeTe CIlaTh XOPOILIO, CKOPO U IIOIPAaBUTECH.

BonvHol peiman. Hap3upaTtenb OTBEPHYJIICS, YTOOB IIPHKa3aTh CTOPOKaM IIOCKOpee
yOupaTh OCTAaTKHU yKUHA. Yepes moigdaca B O0IbHULIE BCe yKe CIIajio, KpoMe
OIHOTI'O 4eJIOBeKa, JIeXKaBIllero Hepa3geThIM Ha CBOeU IIOCTEJIU B YIJI0BOU KOMHATeE.
OH mpozkaJjl KakK B JIUXOpagKe U CyOOPOKHO CTUCKHUBaAJ cebe Irpyab, BCIO
IIPONIUTAHHYI, KaK €My Ka3aJjloCh, HECJILIXaHHO CMEPTEJIbHBIM SII0M.

OH He cnan BCO HOYb. OH cOpBaJl 3TOT LIBETOK, IIOTOMY YTO BHUAEN B TAKOM
IIOCTYIIKEe MMOOBUT, KOTOPHIA OH OBINI 00s13an caenaTh. [Ipu mepBoM B3risige CKBO3b
CTEKJISTHHYIO ABEPh ajible JIeNIeCTKU IIPUBJIEKJIM €r0 BHUMaHUe, U eMy IT0Ka3aJioCh,
YTO OH C 3TOM MUHYTHI BIIOJIHE IIOCTUT, YTO UMEHHO [0JI2KEH OH COBEPIIUTH Ha
3eMiie. B 3TOT IpKU# KpacCHBIN IIBETOK cOOpanock Bce 3710 mupa. OH 3HaJ, 4TO U3
MaKa [ejlaeTcsi OIUyM; MOXKeT OBbITh, 3Ta MBIC/Ib, pa3pacTasiCh U IIPUHUMAas
4YyHoOBUILIHBEIE (POPMBI, 3aCTaBUJIa €r0 CO3[aTh CTPAIIHBIN (haHTaCTUYECKUN
nmpu3spak. LIBeTOK B ero rijia3ax OCyIIeCTBIsaI COO00 BCe 3JI0; OH BIIUTAN B Ce0s BCIO
HEBUHHO IIPOJIUTYIO KPOBB (OTTOTO OH U OBLI TaK KpaceH), BCe CJie3hl, BCIO KeJT4b
4eji0BedYeCcTBa. JDTO OBLJIO TAMHCTBEHHOE, CTPAIITHOE CYIIEeCTBO,
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOXKHOCTD 00Ty, ApuMaH, IPUHSBIINN CKPDOMHBIM ¥ HEBUHHBIU BUL.
Hy>xHo 6n1710 copBaTh ero 1 youts. Ho 3TOro Masno, Hy?kKHO OBIJIO HE IaTh €My IIPHU
U3ObIXaHUU U3JIUTh BCE CBOE 3710 B MUP. [IOTOMY-TO OH M cIpsTall ero y ceds Ha
rpyou. OH Hazessics, 4TOo K yTPY LBETOK IIOTePsieT BCIO CBOIO cuily. Ero 350
IepeuneT B €ero rpyab, ero Oyury, ¥ TaM OymeT nmoOeXaeHo Uiau no0eguT Torga caM
OH IIOTUOHET, yMpET, HO YMpeT KaK YeCTHHIN 0oell ¥ KaK IepBHU Ooern
4YejI0Be4YeCTBa, IIOTOMY YTO [0 CHX IIOP HUKTO HE OCMeJuBajicsa O0POTHCS Pa3oM CO
BCEM 3JIOM MHpa.
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Onu He Bugenu ero. {4 ysugen. Mory nm s OCTaBUTb €ro XKUTh? Jlydine cMepTs.

U oH nexkas, u3HeMorasi B Ipu3pavHoOi, HeCyIleCTByIoIel 60pb0e, HO BCe-TaKu
u3HeMorasi. YTpoM ¢enbaliep 3acTaa ero 4yTh XKUBBIM. Ho, HeCMOTps Ha 3TO,
yepe3 HECKOJILKO BpeMeHU BO30yKIeHUe B35JI0 BepPX, OH BCKOYHJI C IIOCTEJIN U
mo-pexkHemy 3aberar 1mo 60IbHUIE, Pa3roBapuBas ¢ O0IBHLIMU U CaM C CO00I0
rpoMye U HeCBsI3Hee, YeM Korga-HuOynb. Ero He IyCTUIX B cafl; HOKTOP, BUAS, UTO
BEC ero YMeHbIIIaeTCs, a OH BCe He CIIUT U BCe XOOUT U XOOUT, IpHUKa3aJsl BIPLICHYTh
eMy II0o[1 KOXKY O0bIyi0 o3y Mopdus. OH He COIIPOTUBIISAICSA: K C4aCThIO, B 9TO
BpeMsi ero 6e3yMHBIe MBICITH KaK-TO COBIIAQJIM C 3TOM omepanueii. OH CKOPO 3aCHYII;
OellleHOe OBUIKEHME IIPEeKPaTUIoCh, U IIOCTOSTHHO COIIYTCTBOBABIINM €My,
CO3[aBIIXWKCS U3 TaKTa €ro IMOPLIBUCTHIX IIaroB, TPOMKHUKW MOTUB MCYE3 U3 YIIEU.
OH 3abbUICA U ITepecTaa gyMaTh 000 BCEM, U flazKe O BTOPOM LIBETKE, KOTOPHIU
HYKHO OBIJIO COPBATh.

OpHakOo OH COpBAaJl ero Yepes3 TPU OHS, Ha I'Jla3axX y CTapuKa, He YCIIEeBIIEro
npenynpenuTh ero. CTOpoxX norHasncs 3a HUM. C TPOMKUM TOP2KECTBYOIIUM
BoIsIeM O0JIbLHOM BOexKaJjl B OOTLHUIY U, KUHYBIIUCH B CBOIO KOMHATY, CIIPSITall
pacTeHue Ha I'pyOu.

THI 3a4eM IIBETHI PBEMIL? CITPOCUIT ITPUOEKABIINM 3a HUM CTOPOK. Ho 6GonmbHOM,
y2Ke JIeKaBIINH Ha IIOCTEJIM B IPUBLIYHOU 1103€ CO CKPEILleHHBIMU PyKaMHy, Hadall
TOBOPUTH TaKyI0 YeIlyXy, YTO CTOPOXK TOJILKO MOJTda CHSJI C Hero 3a0bITHIN UM B
MTOCIIEeIITHOM OercTBe KOJIIaK C KpaCHBIM KpPecToM U yien. M nmpuspadyHasi 6opsoa
HadajlaCch CHOBa. BOJIbHOU YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO U3 LIBETKA OJIMHHBIMU, IIOXOXKUMU Ha
3MeH, IIOJI3y4YMMU IIOTOKaMU U3BUBAETCS 3J10; OHU OIIYyThIBA/IU €T0, CXKUMaJIu U
CHaBJIMBaJIM YJIEHHI U IIPONUTHIBAIUA BCE TEJI0O CBOUM YKaCHBIM comepxkaHueM. OH
IJTaKajJ U MOJUJICS 60Ty B MPpOMeXKyTKaxX MeXKIy IMPOKJIATUSIMU, oOpallleHHBIMU K
cBoeMy Bpary. K Beuepy 11BeTOK 3aBsj1. BoIbHOU pacTomnTas Io4YepHeBIIee
pacTeHue, momobpall OCTaTKHU C II0jla U MMOHeC B BaHHYI0. bpocuB 6echopMeHHEBIN
KOMOUYEK 3€eJIeHU B PaCKaJIeHHYI0 KaMeHHBIM yIJIeM I1edb, OH JOJIT0 CMOTPEJI, KakK
ero Bpar IIuIlesl, CheKHUBaJICA U HaKOHeI] IPeBPaTUJICSI B HEXKHBIM CHEXKHO-0esIbIi
KoMo4eK 30Jibl. OH OYyHYJI, U BCe UCYE3JIO.

Ha mpyro# meHb 601bHOMY cTaso xyxkKe. CTpamrHo 6/1eIHBIN C BBATUBITUMUCS
IeKaMu, C TJIyOOKO YIIEeOIINMU BHYTPD I'Ia3HBIX BIIAAUH TOPAIIUMU T'Jla3aMU, OH,
y2Ke IIaTalonieics IIOX0OKON U YacTO CIIOTHIKAsCh, IPOJ0JIXKaJl CBOI0 OeIlIeHyIo
X0nb0y ¥ TOBOPHUII, TOBOPHUIJI 6€3 KOHIIA.

MHe He X0TeJioch OBl mpuberaTh K HaCHUJINIO, CKa3aJl CBOeEMY IIOMOIIHUKY CTapIIni
OOKTOD.

Ho Bemp HE0OXOOUMO OCTAaHOBUTH 3Ty paboTy. Cerogus B HeM 93 ¢yHTa Beca. Ecinu
TakK NOUIET JaJsblile, OH YMpPEeT Yepe3 OaBa OHS.

Crapiuid JOKTOP 3agyMaliCs.
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Mopduii? Xmopasn? cKka3all OH IIOJIYBOIIPOCUTENBHO.
Buepa mopduii y:ke He mericTBOBA.
[TpukaxkuTte cBsI3aTh ero. BpoueMm, 1 COMHEBalOCh, YTOOLI OH ylieJie.

U 6ompHOTO cBsI3anu. OH nexa’, OgeTH B CyMaclleflny pybaxy, Ha CBOeU
IIOCTENU, KPETIKO IPUBSA3aHHBIN MINPOKUMH I10JIOCAMH XOJICTa K JKeJIe3HBIM
nepekaaguHaM KpoBaTu. Ho GellleHCTBO OABUXKEHUUM He YMEHBIIMNIIOCH, a CKOpee
BO3POCJIO. B TeueHMe MHOTUX YaCOB OH YIIOPHO CHUJIUJICS OCBOOOOUTHCS OT CBOUX
nyT. HakoHell ogHaXKabl, CUJIbHO PBaHYBIINCH, OH Pa3opBall OOHY U3 MOBS30K,
0CBOOOOMII HOTH ¥, BLICKOJIb3HYB HU3-II0A APYTUX, Hadall CO CBI3aHHBIMU PyKaMu
pacxaXuBaTh 10 KOMHATe, BEIKPUKMBasA OUKNE, HEIIOHSITHLIE PEeYH.

O, 1106 TOOM!.. 3aKpUYan BOIIEOIINN CTOPOXK. AKuit To6u 6uc momoran! I'puiko!
HBaH! Uoute mBugye, 60 BUH Pa3Bsi3aBCh.

OHuU BTPOEM HaKUHYJIHUCh Ha OOJIbHOTO, M Hadajach gojirasa 6opbba, yToOMUTEIbHAS
OJIs Halla[aBIIUX U My4YUTeJIbHAs [OJIS 3alllMIIaBIIerocs YejioBeKa, TPaTHUBIIEr O
OCTATOK UCTOIIEHHBIX CHJI. HaKOHeI] ero moBajinuid Ha OCTEeJb U CKPYTUJIU Kpernye
IIPEeXXHETO.

Brel He OHMMaeTe, 4TO BH AetaeTe! Kpudas O0JIbHOM, 3aAbiXxasich. Bel morubaete! A
BUJEJI TPETUH, e4Ba PaCIyCTUBIINNCSA. Telepsb OH yKe IOTOB. [laliTe MHE KOHYUTH
meno! HyxHo youTts ero, youts! youts! Torga Bce OygeT KOHYEHO, BCe cmaceHo. A
rmocyain Ovl Bac, HO 3TO MOTY CAeJiaTh TOJILKO OOWH . Bl yMepu OBl OT OGHOTO
MIPUKOCHOBEHHUS.

MonuuTe, MaHbI4, MOTUYUTE! CKa3al CTapUK CTOPOIK, OCTABIIMMICS OeXKYPUTH OKOJIO
IIOCTEJIH.

BonpHOU BOpyr 3aMosyan. OH pemuscsa oOMaHyTh CToOpoxkel. Ero nmpogepxkanu
CBSI3aHHBIM II€JIbIA JeHb U OCTAaBUJIU B TAaKOM II0JIOKEHUU Ha HOYb. HakKOpMUB ero
Y2KHWHOM, CTOPOZK MOCTJIajl YTO-TO OKOJIO IIOCTENIU U yercs. Yepe3 MUHYTY OH CIIajl
KpEeNKUM CHOM, a 00/IbHOM IIPUHAJICS 3a paboTy.

OH M30THYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, YTOOBI KOCHYThCS 2KeJIE3HOU MPOAOJIbHOMN
NepeKJaguHbl IOCTENIU, ¥, HAIllyIIaB ee CIPSITaHHOU B IJIMHHOM pyKaBe
cyMacuienmiei pybaxu KMCThIO PyKH, Hadasl ObICTPO U CUJILHO TEPETh pyKaB 00
XKene30. Yepes3 HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHU TOJICTas IapyCUHa IIofanach, ¥ OH
BBICBOOOIMIT yKa3aTeJIbHBIN nasel. Torga meno mouio ckopee. C COBEPIIEHHO
HEBEPOSITHOM AJI 34OPOBOIr0 YeI0BeKa JIOBKOCThIO U TMOKOCTBIO OH pa3Bsa3all c3aau
cebs y3es, CTATMBaBIINM PyKaBa, pacIIHypoBas py0axy U IIOCJIe 3TOr0 AOJIrO
MIPUCIIYIIUBAJICS K XpalleHUuIo CTopoxka. Ho cTapuk cnan Kpenko. BombHOU CHSJ
pyb6axy u oTBs3asncs oT KpoBatu. OH ObINT cBOOOmeH. OH monpoOoBas ABEPh: OHa
Oblsia 3arepTa U3HYTPHU, U KJII0Y, BEPOSITHO, JieXKaJl B KapMaHe y cTopoxa. bosich
pa30yaouTh ero, OH He IToCMeJsl OOBICKUBATh KapMaHbl ¥ PEIUJICS YUTHU U3 KOMHATHI
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4yepe3 OKHO.
Brina Tuxas, Tensas U TeMHas HOYb; OKHO OBIJIO OTKPBITO; 3Be3Abl OjiecTenu Ha
yepHoM Hebe. OH CMOTpeJI Ha HUX, OTInYasi 3HaKOMble CO3BE3[US U PaLysiCh TOMY,
4TO OHHU, KaK eMy Ka3aJioCh, IOHUMAIOT €T0 U COYYBCTBYIOT eMy. Muras, OH BUAE]
OeCcKOHeYHEbIe JIyYU, KOTOPhle OHU IIOCHIIaIu eMy, U 6e3yMHasi PelrMOCThb
yBenuuuBajiachb. Hy>KHO OBIJIO OTOTHYTH TOJICTHIN IIPYT KeJIE3HON PEIIeTKH,
IIPOoJIe3Th CKBO3b Y3K0OE OTBEPCTHUE B 3aKOYJIOK, 3aPOCIINN KyCTaMU, nepedpaThCs
yepe3 BEICOKYIO KaMeHHYI0 orpany. Tam OymeT mocienHsisi 6opb0a, a IToCie XOTh
CMEPTE.

OH nonpo6oBaJjl COTHYTH TOJICTHIN IIPYT T'OJIBIMU PYKaMH, HO KeJjie30 He
rmopaBasiock. Torga, CKPyTUB U3 KPENKUX PYKABOB cyMacliefllieii pybaxu BepeBKY,
OH 3allelIuJI €10 3a BELIKOBAHHOE Ha KOHIle IpyTa KOIbe U IOBHUC Ha HEM BCEM TEJIOM.
[Tocne oT4asTHHBIX YCUJINH, IIOYTU UCTOIIUBIINX OCTATOK €r0 CUJI, KOIIbe COTHYJIOCH;
Y3KUU IIpoxop ObIJT OTKPHIT. OH IPOTUCKAJICSI CKBO3b HEr0, ccaiuB cebe Ijiedn,
JIOKTH U OOHaXKeHHbIe KOJIeHU, IIPo0pasicsi CKBO3b KYCTHl 1 OCTAHOBUJICS Ileper
cTeHOM. Bce OBIJIO TUX0; OTHU HOYHUKOB cJ1ab0 OCBelllayd U3HYTPHU OKHA OTPOMHOTO
3[IaHUS; B HUX He OBIJI0O BUOAHO HUKOT0. HUKTO He 3aMEeTUT ero; CTapuk,
OEeXXyPUBIINHN Y €ro IIOCTEJIW, BEPOSITHO, CIIUT KPEIIKUM CHOM. 3Be3[bl JIaCKOBO
MUTasy jiydaMu, IPOHUKABIINMHU O CaMOT0 er0o cepala.

4 ungy kK BaM, IIpouienTa OH, TsaAs Ha He0o.

OO6opBaBIINCH II0CJIE TIEPBOM MOIBITKH, C 000PBaHHBIMU HOTTSIMU,
OKpPOBaBJIEHHLIMHU PYKaMU U KOJI€HSIMH, OH CTaJl UCKaTh yooOHOro Mecrta. TaMm, rae
orpaza cxogujaach CO CTEHOM MepPTBELIKOU, U3 Hee M U3 CTEHHI BHIIIAJI0 HECKOJIBKO
Kupnu4deu. BoIbHOUM Hallymasa 3TU BIaAWHBI U BOCIOJIb30Basicad uMU. OH Blie3 Ha
orpazy, yXxBaTHJICS 3a BETKHU Bsi3a, POCIIEro II0 Ty CTOPOHY, U TUXO CIIYCTUJICS IO
OepeBy Ha 3eMJIIO.

OH KHHYJICSI K 3HAKOMOMY MECTY OKOJIO KphIJiblla. LIBETOK TEMHE CBOEU I'OJIOBKOU,
CBEPHYB JIETIECTKU U SICHO BBIAEJISISCh Ha POCUCTOU TpaBe.

IMTocnemuuii! mpomenTan 6onbHOM. [Tocneguut! Ceromus nobema uiu cMmepTtsb. Ho
9TO [JIs MeHs yXKe Bce paBHO. [ToroguTe, cKasajl oH, IJIsifgs Ha He0Oo, 1 CKOpo Oynay C
BaMH.

OH BHIpBaJIl pacTeHUe, UCTep3all ero, CMAJ U, fepka ero B pyke, BEpHYJICI
IPEeXXHUM ITyTeM B CBOIO KOMHaTy. CTapuk craj. bonbHOU, edBa OOUAs OO MOCTEJIH,
PYXHYI Ha Hee 0e3 YyBCTB...

YTpoM ero Halyii MePTBHIM. JIUIIO ero OBIJI0O CLIOKOMHO U CBETJIO; UCTOILIEHHEIE
4YepThl C TOHKUMHU I'yO0aMu U I'JIyOOKO BIIABIIMMM 3aKPHITHIMU I'Jla3aMU BhIpaXKaiu
KaKoe-TO ropAesinBoe cyacThe. Korpga ero Kjianu Ha HOCUJIKM, ITIOTIpoOOBaIu
pa3xkaTh PyKy ¥ BHIHYTh KpaCHBIU IBETOK. HO pyKa 3aKo4eHesa, ¥ OH YHEC CBOU
Tpoder B MOTUITY.
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