MepTBasi MaTh

B omHOM cejie XXumu-ObIIH MY2K HOa XKeHa; XKUJIM OHU BeceJio, COTrJiacHO, JII0O0BHO;
BCe cocequ UM 3aBHUOBalIU, a mOOpHIe JTI0OY, TIIAOI0UN Ha HUX, pafiloBalucCh. BoT
X03sgHiKa OTsXKeJiejla, poJuia ChlHa, fa C TeX POOOB U IIoMepia.

BennbIil MyKUK ropeBasl fa IljlaKaJll, IIyIlle BCero o pebeHKe yOuBaiCcs: KaK Teleph
BBIKOPMUTB, BO3PACTUTh ero 6e3 pomHoi MaTepu? HaHsa KaKylo-TO CTapyLIIKy 3a
HUM XOJUTh; Bce nydiie. TOIbKO YTO 3a npuT4da? [IHeM peOeHOK He eCT, 3aBcerga
KPUYUT, HUYEM €T0 He YTelIUIllb; a HaCTYIUT HOYb — CJIOBHO U HET €ro, TUXO U
MUPHO CIIUT.

— OTyero Tak? — gymaer cTapyXa. — [lali-Ka s HOYb He IOCIIJII0, aBOCh pa3Benaro.
BoT B caMy10 IIOJTHOYB CJIBIIIAT OHA: KTO-TO OTBOPHUJI IIOTUXOHBKY OABEPHU U MOIOIIE]T
K JTIIOJTbKe; peOeHOK 3aTuX, KakK OyATO IPydb COCET.

Ha gpyryio HOYb U Ha TPETHIO OIATH TO JKeE.

Crasa oHa rOBOPUTH PO TO MYXKHUKY; OH cOOpasl CBOUX CPOACTBEHHUKOB U CTall
COBET fepzKaTh. BOT u mpuaymanu: He ocnaTh OOHY HOYb [Ia IIOACMOTPETh: KTO 9TO
xXoouT fa peberHka kopMmut? C Beuepa yJIerjiuch BCe Ha II0JTy, B TOJIOBax y cebs
IIOCTaBUJIX 3aKXKEHHYIO CBeUy U IOKPBUIU €€ TJIMHSAHBIM IOPIIKOM.

B nmonHOYb oTBOpHUIachk B u30y ABEPD, KTO-TO ITOAOIIEN K II0JIbKe — U pebeHOoK
3aTux. B 9T0 BpeMs OO¥H U3 CPOOCTBEHHUKOB BOAPYT OTKPHIJI CB€YY — CMOTPSAT:
IIOKOMHAas MaTh B TOM CaMOM IjlaThe, B KAKOM €€ CXOPOHUJIU, CTOUT Ha KOJIEHSX,
HaKJIOHSCH K JIIOJIbKE, U KOPMUT pebeHKa MepTBOM I'PyObIo.

TonbpKO ocBeTusachk n3ba — OHa TOTYAC IMOOHSJIACH, IeYaJbHO B3TJISIHYJIa Ha CBOETr0
MaJIIOTKy U THXO yIllJla, He TOBOPS HUKOMY HU €IMHOTO cJioBa. Bce, KTO ee Bupern,
IpeBPaTUJIUCh B KaM€eHb, a MaJIlOTKy HalllJIi MEPTBEIM.
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