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B HekoTOpoM 11apcTBe Kuna-O6blia cTapyxa OegHasi, HeuMyIasi. Belsl y Hee ChIH,
3ax0TeJIOCh el OTHaTh CHIHA B TaKyI0 HayKy, YTOO MOKHO OBIJIO HUUETro He
paboTaTth, CIagKO €CTh U IUTh U YHUCTO XOOUTh. TOJIBKO KOT'O HU CIIPOCUT — BCe Haf
HeW CO CMexy MOMUpPAaIoT: «XO0Th BECh CBET U30UAU,— IOBOPAT JIIOOU,— a TaKOu
HayK{ HUTTe He Halgelb!» A cTapyxe Bce HelMeTCs, IIpofajia CBOIO U30YIIKY U
TOBOPUT CHIHY: «CoOupaiics B IyTh, HOWAEM UCKATh JIETKOro xJjieba!» BoT u mouuiu.
Bnu3ko 511, ganeko nu — OPUIIIY K MOTHJIE. YMOpPUIach cTapyxa cC rnoxony. «Cagem
Ha MOTWIYy, OTOOXHEM MaJleHbKO0»,— IOBOPUT CBIHY; CTajla CagUuThCA Oa C yCTalu U
BO3moxHyna: «Ox!» BOpyr oTKyfa He B3sJICS — SIBUJICSA CTapel] U CIpalluBaeT:
«Yero Tebe HamoOHO? 3aueM mo3Bana?» Crtapyxa Iepenosoimiaack: «4YTo TH, YTO
Tel! — roBoput.— f Tebs coBceM He 3Bana».— «Hy, Het! Thl knmukHyna: «Ox!» 4 —
caMbiii OX U eCTh; CKa3blBall, B YeM HyxXKaa?»

CKOJBKO CTapyxa HM OTTOBapuBajiach, He MOIJla OTTOBOPUTHCS, IPUHYyXKIeHa Oblyia
NIPU3HATHLCS: Bedy-Ie ChIHA B HayKy OTAaBaTh, YTOOBI 3HAJI JIeTKUM x1e0 moOkIBaTh,
0e3 paboTHI CIafKO €CTh U IIUTh U YUCTO XOOUTh. «OTHall MHe, 1 BBIy4dy,— CKa3all
OX,— TOJIBKO 4yp, C YTOBOPOM: POBHO 4Yepe3 CeMb JIeT IPUXOOU CIoJa U CKaXKu:
«Ox!» — g ceryac BBINY, IOKaxKy Tebe ChbiHa, U KOJIM y3Haellb ero — 0epu ¢ cobou
CMeJIo, U 3a y4YeHbe He BO3bMY C TeOs HU KOIEeUKU; a KOJIM [0 TPeX pa3 He y3Haelllb
— mycTh OymeT Mol HaBcerga!» Kak, mymaet cTapyxa, He y3HaTh CBOe POOHOE
metuie! OToana ChlHa M pachnpollanach C HUM Ha IiejIble CeMb JIeT: XKUBU — He
TyXKu!

MHOro IpoIIao BpeMeHU [0 CPOKY, IlepebrBaiachk CTapyxa Koe-KakK; Ha UCXofe
cegbMOT0 rofia IOoIljla Ha MOTUJIY, IPUIIa ¥ TOJIBKO IIpoMosBuia: «Ox!» — Ox Kak
TyT. «4TO,— cIpalluBaeT,— ajib 3a CHIHOM IIpHuIla?» — «Jla, 6aTioIKa, 3a
CBIHKOM». 3acBucTajy OX CBOUM MOJIOOELKUM IIOCBUCTOM, U BOAPYT IIPUJIETEIIO
IOBeHaAllaTh CKBOPIIOB, CEJIM BCe MOAPSMA Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ Hadanu mjeberaTsh. «Hy,—
roBoput Ox cTapyxe,— Koiu HamobeH TeOe CEHIH — OH 3[eCh; y3HaBal ero u 6epu
cebe».— «YTo THI? — OTBedYaeT OHa.— [ e TyT OBITHL MOeMy CHIHY? f oTHmana Tebe
4eJIOBEKa, a Thl KaKelllb MHe IITULY BO3OYIIHYIO».— «3Hau XKe, BCe 9TO JII0OM, a He
CKBOPIIBL; BCe TaKzKe II0-TBOEMY MCKaJlu JIerKoro xjela, Ionaay KO MHe B HayKy Oa
HaBCeraa y MeHs U OCTaJIUCh, IIOTOMY YTO HU OTIIEI X, HU MaTepPU He IIPU3HAaJIU.
[Tpuxonu Tenepsb 3a CBIHOM Uepe3 TPU rofja». 3aljiakajla cTapyxa U BOPOTHUIach
Ha3a[ OOHa-OOVWHEXOHbKa, BhIXKJajla TPU rofja U ONsTh UAET 3a ChIHOM. OX CBUCTHYII
CBOUM MOJIOJEIIKUM IIOCBUCTOM, U IIPUJIETEJIO OBeHaAlaTh rojayoeil. «Y3HaBau
ChIHa!» — IOBOPUT CTapyxe; BOT OHa CMOTpeJia, CMOTpesia, Tak U He y3Hala.
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«[Tpuxonu omsATH Yepe3 TPHU roja,— ckKaslan Ox,— To OymeT NmocIeIHUN pa3; KOIU U
TOTa He yrajaellb — IIPOCTUCH HaBEKU C CBIHOM».

[Tpouio ellle TPU rofia, UAET CTapyxa 3a CHIHOM B ITOCIeOHUM pa3 ¥ BUOUT: BO3JIE
Xap4yeBHU IpUBs3aHa K 3a00py /ollIaab, ¥ TOBOPUT €l 3Ta JIollaAgb YeJI0BeYbUM
rojiocoM; «3OpaBCTBYH, MaTyllIKa! BepHO, onisaTh 3a MHOU upaelb?» [lamack AUBY
CTapyxa: JIolllafb — a TOBOPUT YeJIOBeYbUM I'0JIOCOM U Ha3hkIBaeT €€ MaTYIIKOM.
«He guBUCH,— TOBOPUT KOHb,— S B3allpaBAy TBOU CHIH; XO35HUH IIpHexall Ha MHE B
Xap4yeBHIO U Telepb CUOUT TaM, I'ynseT. Kak mpugelis Tl K MOTHJIE, BEIBEHET Tebe
Ox mBeHapIaTh KepebIloB — BCe OOHOM IIIePCTH, BCe Ha OJHY CTaTh; 1 Oymy
CceObMOU C IpaBoOy pPyKu». [Ipuillyia cTapyxa K MOTHJIE U TOJIBKO MoBuia: «Ox!» —
Ox KakK TyT, CBUCTHYJI CBOUM MOJIOIEIIKMM IIOCBUCTOM — U IIpuberkasio ABeHaalaTh
XKepeblioB, POCTOM, AOPOICTBOM, LIEPCTHhI0O — BCE OAMHAKOBHIE, ¥ CTaIU B PSAL.
Crapyxa oTcumuTasyia CegbMOro CIipaBa U rOBOPUT OXy: «9TO MOU CBIH!» —
«Yrapana,— cka3zajn OX,— XOTh U KaJIKO, a fJejlaTb Heyero — 6epu ero JoMom».
B3sma cTapyxa ChIHA, 4 IIOIIJIM OHU HOOBIBATh JIerKoro xieba. «Tenmeph, MaTyIIKa, —
TOBOPUT €l ChIH,— MOZKeIllb BOOUThH MEHS 10 cejlaM U ropofaM M ImpopaaBaTh 6apam
Ia KymiiaM 3a XOPOIIYIO JIoMIafgb; I TaKUM 00epHYCh XKepebIiioM, 4To Tebe BCAKUM
macT 3a MeHs xymo Tpu Teicauu! [JoMHU TOJBKO OHO: KaK IIpOofalllb KOHS,
HeOoy3[Ka HU 3a YTO He OTHmaBail, CHuMaM u 6epu cebe; a To OOJIbIIe MEHS He
yBUOUIIL!» BOoT 000pOTHIICS CBIH BOPOHBIM KepeblloM, a MaTh MOBeJIa ero Ha 6a3ap
npopaBaTth. [IpUCTYyNUINCh pa3Hble KYIIbl, TOPTOBaTh-TOPTOBAaTh, ¥ KYIINIIA KOHS
3a TpU THICAYH; CTapyXa B3sJia TPU THICSIYU, CHSAJIA C KOHS HeJOy3[OK U IOolljia
CBoei moporoii. [Jonaro-gosro Iia, Jejlo CTajlo K Bedyepy, Ilopa3myMasiach OHa,
BCIIOMHMJIA IIPO ChIHA: «['7e-To MOM CHIHOK Teneph?» ['saab — a OH [OTOHSIET €€,
KaK HYU B 4YeM He ObIBal.
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