HeBuHHBIN IIpyaeHIHH

B mepBBIX BeKax XpUCTUAHCTBa B OOHOM M3 TOPTOBBIX IIOCEJIKOB Ha Oepery
Cpenu3eMHOro MOpS KUJIM ABa KyIlla, KOTOPBIX 3Banu Ankel u ['mdac. Oba oHHU
XOIOMJIK B MOpe Ha OOHOM HeOOJbIIOM Kopabjie, KOTOPHIU Telleph Ha3Balu Obl
napgbeio. OHU BeJIW TOPTOBJII0 BMECTE, a MHOTa TaKXKe BMeCcTe Halajalad Ha
HeOomnbIIKMe cyfga ¥ rpabunu ux. [locnenHee cBoe 3aHATHE, TO €CTh
pas3boiHuYecTBO, AnKen u ['mdpac CKpbIBaau, HO OHO OBLIJIO TPUOBIIBHEE TOPTOBJIN.
OT TakKoro ABOMHOTO MPOMBICTIa 00a KyIilla cAesialuch O0raThl M JKUJIM B JOCTaTKe.
Y Hux OBIJIM caMble JIy4IIhe JoMa BO BCEM IOCEJIEHUU U IIPU OOoMaX Cafbl U TEIJIbie
OaHU.

T'udac 6w cTapiie Ankess U uMen xkKeHy EGpocuHy, Toxke yKe IMOXKUITYIO
XKEHIIUHY, U cbiHa [IpynmeHIus, a Ankei Obi1 Monoxe ['Mdaca Ha OecsaTh JIeT U
He[aBHO JKEeHUJICS Ha MOJIOJOM M OYeHb KPacHUBOU, [OOPOM U pacCyauTEeIbHOU
OeBYIIKe, KOTOPYIO 3Baju Menura.

MenuTa npuxogusach IeMsaHHUILE! kKeHe [ndaca, Edhpocune, u xKumna c HeiO B
TaKoM xke npyxkobe, Kak ['mdac c AnkeeMm, a chiH ['ndaca, MUITOBUOHBIN OTPOK
[Mpynmeniuii, 6L TI00UMIIEM 00euX ceMel — cBoell COOCTBEHHOM U ceMbu ANKes.
IMpymeHini K1 B 000UX JoMax, KakK y ce0s, MoIb3ysiCh 3a00TaMu MaTepPu CBOeH
EdpocuHbl 1 mONE3HBIMY BHYIIEHUSIMU AJTKEEBOU KEeHbI, MOJIOAON U MPEeKpacHO’
rpeYyaHku MeJuTHI.

Korpa Ankeli u ['udac 1o ycioBusiM CBOET0 IIPOMEBICJIa XOOUJIM HaA0JIro B MOpe, —
XKeHbl uX, noxunasa E¢hpocuHa u monomass Menurta, X03siMHUYAJIU AoMa 1
IIPOBOOUIIN BMECTE BCe CBOOOOHOE BpeMs, KaKOe UM OCTaBaJIoCh OT UX PYYHOTO
TPpyAa U HeoOXOOUMBIX 3a00T 10 XO3SIMUCTBY.

Edpocuna Oblsla 04eHb JOMOBUTAS XKEHIIMHA, CTAPOT0 SI3bIY€CKOT0 BOCITUTAHUS, U
3ab60TuIach TOMBKO 00 OTHOM KUTEMCKOM: OHa He yMeJla IpaMoTe, HO 3aTO JIydIle
MenuTel 3aroTOBJISIIa KOT4YeHoe Msco, GPYKTH U PHIOH; a MenuTa Ipullljia cioma
U3 TOpoIa, e 3aHMMalaCh HayKaMM U HEeXKHBIMU paboTaMu, TpeOyoIuMu
MCKYCCTBa M BKyca OJIs UX IPou3BoacTBa. [ToaTomy EdpocrHe He pa3 IpUXOOUIOCH
rnmomaBaTh MenuTe IOJIe3HbIE COBETHI M OKA3bIBaTh IIOMOIIbL B XO3IUCTBE, a
6aropomHasi MenuTa, B 611arogapHOCTh 3a 9TO, CTapajlach OKa3biBaTh B3aUMHBIE
ycinyru Edpocune. OHa BhINIMBalia TOJIOBHBIE TTOKPOBHI IOJisi caMol E¢GpoCcuHE U
mernajia y30pO4YHbIe KOMMEI K JIeTKUM, 9(pUPHBIM TYHUKaM, B KoTophle EdpocrHa
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mo0OuIa ofgeBaTh CBOE eUHCTBEHHOE U MONT0XKIaHHOe OUTS, OTPOKa [IpymeHIus,
OTJIMYABIIETr0CS 3aMedYaTeIbHOI CTPOMHOCTHIO M KPACOTOIO.

[MpynmeHiui ObLI CTAaTEH U CMYTJI, C TOPSYMM MaTOBBIM IIBETOM JIMIIA, C OOIBIIUMU
YEePHBLIMHU TJIa3aMU, TJISAEeBIINMHY U3-TI0[] YEPHEIX PECHUIL], IIPU YEPHBIX OPOBSIX U
T'YCTBHIX KyOpsX LIBETa opexa.

OH OBIJTI OYEeHb HEeXKEeH U JIOBOK B OBH2KEHbAX, 3aCTEHYHUB, CTPACTEH U CKPOMEH, — U
qYpe3 3TO OH KaXKIOOMY Ka3aJICA IIPUATHBIM WU MHUJIBIM.

Camoe nyuiree, yeM MenuTa Moria 3aciykuTh Edpocute, 3TO ObI7I0 00YYUTH
[IpymeHIMsS TpaMoOTe U TeM M3 U3BECTHHIX MeJiuTe UCKYCCTB, KOTOPHIE IIIU K II0JTy
MaJibYMKa II0 YCJIOBUSIM TOT[AIIIHEeTro OBITa.

IT

Menuta Hay4duiia prneHHHH YUTATh U IINCATh, II€Th U UTPATh Ha II€BHUIIE, IIOKO
Oerathb u 6pOC8.TB B IIE€JIb MeTaJIlIMYeCKUuEe KPY2KKHU U KOJIbIIA.

Tak kak ['ndac u Ankel IPOKUIU BEK B CBOEM ITOJTYOUKOM, HE CTOJILKO TOPTOBOM,
CKOJIBKO pa300MHUYbEM IIOCEJIKE, TO OHU He 3HaJIM HUKaKUX MONOOHBIX U3SITHBIX
yIIpaXXHeHUN ¥ Pa3BUJIM CBOU CHUJIBI IIPSIMO B CypOBOil 60phbe ¢ MOpeM, HO
Edpocune HpaBuiock, 4ToOw [IpymeHIIni ObII BOCIUTAH HEeXHee U OIuxke K
TOr'JalllHEeU MOJeE.

B ynpaxueHusx IIpyneHnys B Cujie ¥ JIOBKOCTU C HUM COCTs3ayiaCbk caMa ero
YUYUTEJIbHUIA, IpeKpacHasa MenuTa, U ee Mojiofas dyepHas paObIHA-GUHUKUTHKA
Mapema, KOTOPYIO TOXKe 3Bajii Kopodye Mapma.

Korpma MenuTa Ha4dajia 3aHMMAaTbCS BOCIIMTaHUEM [IpyneHIusI, eMy Toraa
HUCIIOJTHUJIOCHh BCET0 ABEeHaAlaTh JIET, HO OH OBLI TaK KPYIIEH ¥ CTPOEH, YTO MOXOOUII
y2Ke Ha MaJb4yMKa JIeT IMSATHAAIlaTh; a MenuTa, KOTOPOH IIIeNI B 3TO BpeMs
ceMHa[LaThIM I'ofl, OblJIa CTOJIb MOJIOXKaBa, YTO €€ MOXKHO OBIJIO IIPUHSTH 3a
MSITHaOIaTUIETHIO HeBecTy. [lOBOJIbHAS U B TO XKe BpeMsi BO3depKHas KU3Hb U
YMEepPEeHHOCTh BO BCeX HacJIaXKIeHUIX, Ipu cBoboae oT OoJie3Hel NeTOPOXKIEHUs,
TakK cOeperiu IIpekKpacHoe TeIo I0HOM MeJIuTH, YTO IIPU BCTPeYe C Hel0 BCSIKUU
He3HaKOMell JleTdye BCero modesl Obl ee 3a I0OHYIO AEeBYIIKY, a He 3a MOJIOAYIO XKeHY
ITOZKMJIOTO YeJloBeKa, KaKOB OBIJI ee My2K, KOCOM 1 B 00X0XKOEeHUU IPyObIi AJTKe.

Tak ke MeBCTBEHHO YUCT, U OecliedeH, U Becell OblJI ee XKUBOM, OCTPHIN yM,
KUBIIUY B JTafly ¢ HOOPHIM CEepPAIleM U ITPeKPacHBIM, TBEPABIM U POBHBIM
XapaKTEepPOM.
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Hayuas Ilpynmenmus 6eraTh I1o mpaBuiiaM Oera, nerkast MenuTa caMa CTaHOBHUJIIACh
C HUM pSOOM Ha MeTy U OerkaJjia, HepeOKo OOTOHSISI ero U IPUXOIs IIePBOM Ha
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYIO METY, Tle CTaHOBHUJIach, 000pauynBasiCh K HEMY JIMIIOM U
cobupasi TOHKMMHU MHallbIlaMU YepHbIe KYIPH, PacChIIaBIInecs 110 6enomy 1oy,
OPOIIEHHOMY IIOTOM.

Tak ke BMecTe OHM MeTaJld U OUCKM M KOJIbIla, a CyAbelo UX OblJla TEMHOJMIas
pabbiHsa MapMa, KOTOpyio MenuTa comepzKasa He KakK CJIy>KaHKY, B
nogobocTpacThe, a Kak MOAPYTy — B JIIOOBU, U CaMa HaXOOuia ee MPUSITHOU 110
OYIIEeBHBIM KadyeCTBaM U IIPEKPACHOU IO TeJjly, OTJIMYaBIIEMyCsI TapPMOHUYHO
CTPOMHOCTBIO U POBHBIM araTOBBEIM OJIECKOM.

Tak 3aHumMasnace Menuta prneHuHeM IOeJIBIX IBa I'0dad, a B KOHII€ TPEThEro roga B
cpene 9Tux HIO)IefI CJIIY4YHJIOCh HEeCHaCTHue.

III

[Tocne HecKoNMbKUX OYPHBIX OHEUN, IPOBeOeHHBIX AnnkeeM u ['mpacom B Mope, —
A7rikel BO3BpaTUJICS OOUH Ha CBOEU Jlabe.

9To GBIJIO BEUEePOM, KOT{Ia BCe XKUTEIH B CEJIEHUHU CIiaiu. AJKel BOIIEN B CBOM [IOM,
OBEPU KOTOPOTO €My OTKphIJIa MapeMa U HUCITyrajiach, 3aMEeTHUB Ha JIUIIE CBOETO
TOCIIOAWHA CTPAITHOEe BEIpakKeHue. AJIKeH TOTYacC XKe MIPUKa3all CIyKaHKe
YOAIUTBCS, a CaM BOIIEJI K )KeHe W OTKPHIT e, uTo I'udac morub B Mope.

9Ta HOBOCTB MOpAa3uJia U B TO JKe BpeMs yauBuia MenuTy, KoTopasi umesa
HEKOTOpbIe MOHSATHUS 00 YCIIOBUSIX MOPCKOI'0 OBITA, ¥ OHA CTaJjla PACCIIPAIInBaTh
My2Ka: KaK MOTJIO CIIyYUThCSI, YTO CYIHO COXPAHUIIOCH B IIEJIOCTH U caM AJKei
coxpaHu cebs B 6e3omacHoCcTH, a I'mdac morud!

— JT10 OBUIO TAaK, — OTBeYasy AJIKell, — 4TO Ha HaC Halallu ABe Jlafbu Ipaburenen,
U MBI [JOJITO OT HUX OOOPOHSINCH, HO 51 OUJI CUIbHEE U MOT 3amuinaTthbcs, a ['udac
He yCIeJl YKJIOHUTBHCSA OT OOHOTO yaapa B IOJIOBY U yIiajl B BOLY C pa3npo0IeHHBIM
4yepernoM.

— A Kak e ThI MOT CIIaCTUCh?

— 4 yBUpgas, 4To MHe OOHOMY y2Ke HeJlb3s 3allUIlaThCs, 1 OpOCUICS B BOLY, YTOOBI
MeHS TOXKe Mo4YIu YOUTHIM. B Bome 51 cXBaTHUJICSA PyKaMU 3a KUJIb U JepKaJics o0
TEeX MOop, IT0Ka rpabuTesH, OIyCTOIINB HAIITy JIOAKY, KUHYJIM ee Ha IIPOU3BOJI BeTpa.
Torpma s cHOBa BCcKapaOKaJsics B JIOJKY, IIOCTaBUJI IIOPBaHHBIE TTapyca U, B3sB PYJIb,
OOCTUT KOe-KakK [0 Halllero 6epera.
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MenuTa BHICIYIIala paccka3 MyKa U HU4ero eMy 0ojiee He Bo3pazkalla, HO AnKen
3aMeTHJI I10 JIUITY JKeHBI, YTO OHA KaK Oy[ITO COMHEBAETCS B €r0o pacckase, H,
OTBe[IsI CBOM T'Jla3a OT ee B30opa, JoOaBUII:

— 4 He MoOry Tenepb rOBOPUTH TeOe B TOAPOOHOCTAX, KaK BCE 3TO CIIy4YUJIOCH, Aa ThI
U He MorJjia OBl BCEro MoHATh, IOTOMY YTO 3TO COBCEM He TO, — UTO TBOS MYy3BIKa
WJIYU TBOM BHIIIMBAHBS, a 1 TeOs MOIPOIIy JIydile, YTOOBI TEL OKa3aja MHe
He0o0X0OUMYI0 IOMOIIb: 00/IerYyd MHe Ype3BhIYallHO TSIXKeJI0e Oello.

— O, coenau MUJIOCTh: S TOTOBA CHOejlaTh BCe, 4YTO B CHJIaX, — OTBedasia MemnuTa.

Torpga Ankei el OTKPBIJICS, YTO OH, YeJIOBEK HEYCTPAIIUMLINA B 60phbe ¢ MopeM u
pa30oifHUKaMM, 04YeHb O0UTCS BUAETh JKEHCKOEe TOpe U CIyIlIaTh CTeHAaHUs U BOILIH,
U OJIsSE TOTO OH IPOCUT Menuty, 4ToOBl OHa Ioiia K E¢hpocuHe u OTKphIa e
y2KaCHYIO HOBOCTh O CMEPTHU ee MyzKa U 0 IoTubeny 3HaUuTeJIbHON [OJIU UX
COCTOSIHUS, OBIBIIIETO B JIOTKE.

MenuTa cKa3saja, 4YTO OHa 3TO CHeJlaeT, U IOPYyYUBIIU Mapmas n103a00TUTHCS O TOM,
4yTOOBI BEITONIUTE OaHIO AJI My2Ka, caMa OfeJiach U IIOIljia TUXO K BOoBe Edpocune.

BpooBa Edpocuna, — nonydyuB oT MenuThl medaabHYIO BeCTh 0 cMepTHu ['udaca,
mpepfasach OOBIYHOMY IIJTa4yy M CTEeHaHbSIM, a IIOTOM Halella OfexKabl BHOBCTBA U,
IIOKPHIB TOJIOBY IIJIaTOM C HETIOAPYyOJIeHHBIM KpaeM, cKa3ajia Menure:

— Temnepsb 51 He MOTY CIlaTh BO BCIO HOYb, ¥, OOHSBIINCH C CHIHOM, MHI 10 yTpa OyaeMm
IT1akKaTh ¢ HUM 0 I'ndace; a yrpom paHo g nouutio [IpymeHuuss 060MTH BCce Hallle
ceJleHMeE U I03BaTh BCeX Ha Oeper Mopsi Ha TO CaMO€e MeCTO, C KOTOPOTO MY K MOM
l'udac B mocnemHUM pal3 OTHIILIT BMecTe ¢ AnkeeM. ThI )Ke AJTKel0 CKaXXu, YTOOB OH
B TOT K€ Yac IIPUIeI Ha TO MeCTO U BCEM paccKasall, KaK BCe 3TO CIIy4YUJIOCh, UTO
MYy2K MO 1moru6, a AJIKel OOUH KUBBIM BO3BPATHUJICA. f Teleph B TAKOM
OTrOpPYEHUY, YTO HUYETO caMa IIOHATh He MOT'y, U He B CUJIaX IPUAYyMaTh, UYTO MHe
menaTh C CYOTHOM, B KOTOPOM eCTh ITOJIOBUHHAasA Hois ['mdaca 1 TOIbKO Apyras
TOJIOBUHA NIPHUHAAIeKUT Ankelo. [1ycTh BeCch Hapop U3 celleHus1 00epeTcs, IMyCTh
BCe JIIO[M YCJIBIIIAT I1e4alibHYI0 I0BECTh, KaK ee AJIKed HaM pacCKaXeT, ¥ 3aTeM
IycKay gy o0CyasaT, Kak HaM JKUTh Jaliblile UM KaK HaM ymoOHee pacCYUTaThCS
U Pa3OesIuThCA C AJIKeeM.

MenuTa Hallljla XkejlaHue BOOBE E(GpPOCHUHBI COBEPIIIEHHO OCHOBATEIbHBIM U,
BO3BPaTUBLIUCH IOMOM, u3BecTusia 00 3ToM Ankesi. OH IPUHSJ 9TO CIIOKOMHO, KakK
4eJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOI'O0 COBECTh YMCTa U KOTOPOMY HeUero ollacaTbCsl paccKa3aThb
repen BCEMU O TOM, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCh.

OH mo6Jaromapuii XKeHy 3a TO, YTO OHA IIPUHsJIa Ha Ce0s TAXKECTh 00bSABIIEHUS
rops BooBe EdpocuHe, U YCHYI KPEITKUM CHOM B 00bATHSAX Menutkl. Ho ero
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KPEINKUU COH, OMHAKO, He pa3 IIpephIBaICA KaKOU-TO TPEBOTOU, U APEMOTHBIU I'OJIOC
Ankes npsaMo Ha yxo Menute Ha3eiBal uM4 [IpyneHnus.

1A%

JItomu ceneHusi coOpaauch v IPHUCTAaHU U CEeJIU OMHU Ha JKeJITOM IlecKe, a ApyTrue Ha
CepHIX KaMHS$X, a BIoBy EdpocuHy nmocagunu Ha OIPOKUHYTYIO JIOOKY, U TYT XKe y
HOT ee CeJl KPaCUBHIN CHIH ee, HeBUHHBIN [IpyneHIuii. Y MaTh U ChIH ObLIM GOCH U B
reyvasbHBIX OfeXaaxX Cc HermoapyOieHHbBIM KpaeM. [locpenuHe Kpyra, KOTOPBIHM
o6pa3oBasnu co00I0 JIIOOU, YCEeBUINECS Iepe OIPOKUHYTOM JTIOOKOM, Ha KOTOPOH
nomectunu Edpocuny, crosn Ankel u pacckasbiBajl, Kak OBIJIO [IeJI0, YTO Halalu
Ha HUX B MOpe HEeW3BECTHHIE JIIOAU U OJOJIe TN UX U TOBap ux 3arpabumnu, a ['udaca
yOunu u Opocunm B Mope.

CnoBoM, ANKeu CKa3ajl JIIOIM TO Ke caMOe, YTO paHbllle cKa3ajl OH XXKeHe, U
paccka3 ero Ha BCeX IIPOM3BeJI TaKoe Ke HesICHOe BIleuaTJieHue, Kak Ha Menuty. U
Korma peub Ankes OblJla KOHYEeHa, BCe MYKYWHBI OCTAIUCh HAa BPEMS B MOJTYaHUH,
a IIOTOM OJUH M3 HUX, CaMbIi CTapEUIlINl B CeJIEHUU, MOJIBUII:

— ¢ 6Bl Tak pacCcynui, 4TO B MOpe ObIBaIOT BCSAKUE Oedbl, ¥ YUTO CIIyUYUIIOCH C
I'udacomMm, TOro yK Tenepsb He IONIPaBUTh, a HagoOHO OyMaTh 0 BOoBe EdpocuHe u
00 oTpoKe, criHe ['udaca, KOTOpBIE OCTANINCh B KUBHIX U KOTOPHIX 30€Ch BUOUM BCE
nepern coboro, 60CEIX U B MeYaIbHEIX OeXKaaX ¢ HenonpyOjIeHHBIM KpaeM. I1ycTs,
HaXoOsCh HEIHYE B IIapCcTBe TeHel, ['ndac He OymeT cMyIIaThCs 3a TO, YTO 30ECh
OymeT C HUMU U C UX JOCTOSTHHMEM, KOTOPOTO HaM HeJb3s pa3feIuTh 0e300uaHO
Mexny AnkeeM u celHOM ['mdaca. IlycTs Bce, 4TO y HUX BMECTHOe OBLIIO TaM, U
oCTaHeTCs o0IIuM, MoKa OTPoK [IpymeHIUM HOCTUTHET BO3pacTa MyXa, U Torga
OHM CaMU pa3fensaTcs ¢ ATKeeM, a OO TeX IOp IIyCTh BCe II0-CTapOMy OCTaHEeTCs
BMeCTe, U KopabJyiell u ToBaphl, IOe OHU YTO IOMECTUJIN Ha BpeMs Ha IIPUCTaHIX
OabHUX.

B mrogax IIPOKATHUIIO POKOTOM THUXHUM:

— IDa, aTo camoe myuliiee. Bce Tak COTIacHBI, ¥ IIYCTh TakK U OyOeT, eXKeJu TOJIBKO
BOoBa EdpocuHa Ha 9TO corjacHa.

BooBa cupgena ¢ MOHUKIIIEN TOJIOBOIO M OTBeYasa:

— ¢ ropem ybuTa u mojaraioch Ha o0Iillee MHeHHUe. Torga Bce peuunsm, 4To Anken
OONXKeH B3sITh K cebe B meno [IpymeHus u o0y4YuTh €To TOPTOBJIE ¥ BCEM MOPCKOM
KU3HU, a Korga [IpymeHuui npugeT B BO3pacT, TOrga C HUM pa3feIuTh BCe, Y4TO
HaXHUTO BMecTe ¢ ['Mdacom 1 4TO BOepeqd UM INPULOETCA ellle K HaKUTOMY
nmpubaBUTh.
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[TpoTuB 3TOTO TONBKO BOoBa EdpocruHa 3aMeTusa, YTO CHIH ee ellle 04eHb MOJIO]I,
4yTOOBI BBEPSTH €70 MOPIO 1 00peKaTh Ha BCe CIIy4YalHOCTHU; HO IIpymeHIuii egBa 3TO
YCJIBIIIIAJI, KaK CaM CTaJl IPOCUTHCS, YTOOBI MaTh €T0 OTIyCTHUIa C AJTKeeM, U BOOBa
EdpocHHa, cornacumach ero OTIIyCTUTh, a AJIKel He UMeJI HUKaKUX OCHOBAHUMU IJIs
TOT0, YTOOBI YKIIOHUTHLCS OT ITpueMa [IpymeHnus, mogan eMy PyKy ¥ CKas3all:

— Knsinycst 6oraMu, s1 paf, YTO JIIOOW PEIUsIv, YTOOBI THI CTAJI MHE TOBAPUILEM
BMECTO CBOero oTiia. A Tebe, rocnoxka Edpocuna, s 3mech obemiaio mpen BCeEMU
JIIOOBPMU U IIpef HeOoM, 4To g Bcerga Oyny IIOMHUTH, KaK Tebe Hopor TBOU
€OUHCTBEHHBIU CHIH, M CTaHy XKaJieTh U Oepedb ero I0Hble CUIBL. TH XKe He 00ucs: U
MOpE He BCeraa BeIb CYPOBO — OHO YacCTO AaKe XPaHUT OT 30JI YEJIOBEKA,
0COOEHHO I0HOCTD, B IIOPY KOTOPOM CKOPO BCTYIUT [IpyAeHIIHH; BO3AYyX U MOpe
OamyT eMy KpPeIrocTb MBIIII] M CMEeJIOCTh [IyXa, ¥, YTO He MEHbIIIe TOTO OAParoleHHO,
— OHHU COXPAHST ero HeJIbIM OT PaHHUX CO0JIa3HOB JII00BH, PacCciIabIsIoIuX TeJI0 U
oyury. A 3aTeM OH YBUOUT MHOTO MHO3EMHBIX YyIEeC, MCKYCUTCS B IIO3HAHBbE JTIOAEH,
yCBOUT cebe IMO3HaHbs B TOProBiie, u Tebe OymeT OTpagHO BUAETH, KaK 4yepe3 Hero B
IOM TBOM CHOBA ITOJIBIOTCS OOCTATKH, ¥ KOI'Tla OH B CBOOOIHOE BPEMS IIPUCSIAET Y
TBOEro oYara, Thl caMa, ITOBOpPaYMBasi HaJl YTJISIMHU BEPTEJI C OLIMSIINMCS MSCOM,
HaCJIagUITbCS TeM, Kak OymyT Bce [IpymeHUIus CayIlaTh.

\Y

Edpocuna 6onee He Bo3paxKarna, u [IpymeHuil yiien B Mope ¢ ATKeeM, U C 9TOH
IIOPEL MOPEXOIACTBO CTAJIO AJIst HEro IIOCTOSSTHHEBIM 3aHSATHEM, B KOTOPOM OH B CaMOM
mejie CKOPO OKpeIl, TaK 4YTO B IIATHAAIATh JIeT OBbLI IOX0K Ha CeMHaAIlaTUIeTHETO
IOHOIITy, @ B CEMHA/IlaTh COBCEM CMOTPEJI B3POCJILIM MYKUYMHOM, U OBIJI OH KPacus
Ha yOUBJIEHbE U [IPU 3TOM CTHI[JIUB U COBCEM ILIeJIOMYyApEH.

Arnketo He OBUIO BHITOOBI BEIXaXKMBaTh [IpymeHIUs, U OH BTaliHe O4eHb OBl paz ObLI
OT Hero nu30aBUTHCS, YTOOBI COKPEITH BCE CBOM IYTU U MeCTa, I'le y HeTro OBlIU B
4y2KUX IIOPTax CKJagbl, HO OH He x0TeJl, 4ToOn! [IpymeHnmi ucyes Tak ke, Kak
ncye3nyn ['mdac, moToMy 4TO OOMHAKUE CIydau ABa pa3a KpPsLy MOTJIU IOBECTU K
IIOAO3PEHNIO, ¥ CYL IPOCTHIX PEI0OAKOB POJHOTO IIOCEJIKa MOT OBITH CIIUIIKOM CYPOB
o Ankesi, HO AJIKel cIesa BCe, YTO TOJIBKO MOT, YTOOBI pACTIUTh OYILy
[IpymeHIns, ¥ KOTrOa OHU 3aXOOUJIU B UyzKUe IIOPTHI, AJIKEU ero IOOIIPSI IUTh
BUHO M OCTaBJIAJ B COOOIIECTBe COOIa3HUTENbHEIX KEHIMH, KOTOPEIM 0o0elan
XOPOIIYIO IIeHYy 3a TO, YTOOBI OTOTHATh OT [IpyAeHInsa CKPDOMHOCTS U YBJIeYb €r0 B
IIOPOYHYIO0 CTPACTHOCTHL. HO BCe 3TO OBIJIO HalpaCHO: KAaKOMU-TO XPaHUTEJIbHBIN
TeHUY 0O TOr0 HEIPUKOCHOBEHHO OXPaHsJI I0HOITY OT BCeX CO0JIa3HOB U
IIOIIOJI3HOBEHUM, CBOUCTBEHHEIX €r0 BO3PacCTy, YTO cCaMU COOJIa3HUTEIbHUIIEL,
KOTOPBIM ATIKel IIpefaBall [IeJIOMYIPEeHHOr 0 I0HOILy, Jajlu eMy Ha3BaHue
«HeBunHbIN [IpyneHIUn».
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Ho oTyero xke OH, IIp¥ BCEU CBOEM IOHOCTHU U KpacoTe, ITopazxKasllled MHOXKECTBO
KeHIIMH, OblJI TAaK HEOOCTYIeH HUKaKUM KX cobJjia3HaM?

XKenckast Bmo671eHHOCTD B [IpyneHIMs moxXoauiia 00 TaKux 0e3yMHBIX ITPOSIBIIEHUH,
4TO pas3, Korga eMy U AIKel0 CIIy4YHUJIOCh IPUCTATh Ha MbIce ¥ ropoaa KHuma, camas
KpacuBas [eBYIIKa 3TOT0 ropogka KuHysa B [IpymeHIus 13-3a CKaJIbl OCTPBIM
OPOH30BBEIM OCKOJIKOM M, HE TIOIaB B T'OJIOBY, TaK TSKEJIO0 PaHUJIA €ro B miI&Yo, 4TO
OH ymaji, o0IuBasiCh KPOBbIO, a OHA B 9TO 3Ke BpeMs Opocusach B MOPE.

Pana, HaHeceHHass 6€3yMHOI0 KHUASHKCIO, Obl/la OYEeHb TsAXKeJjla U TakK J0JITo He
3axkuBaja, 4To Ankel npuBes [IpymeHius K BooBe Edpocure 60/1bHOTO, B
rnepeBsi3Kax, ¥ ClIy4yalu 3TOT, OTJIaCUBILMCH B 1I€JIOM II0CEJIKE, BOCCTAHOBUII B
MMaMsiTU MHOTUX ciy4day ¢ ['MdpacoM u man moBOJ HEXOPOIIIO TOBOPUTH 00 ANKee.

Pa3roBopsl B TaKOM POfie PaCIPOCTPAHSINCH OBICTPO U IIPEeKAe BCEX MOIIIIU [0
ClIyXa TEeMHOJIHUIIEeN HeBOJIbHUILILI MapMa, KOoTopasi, KaK CKa3aHO BEIIIe, Obla
MoJiofiasi U B CBOEM POIe TOXKe OYeHb KpacuBasi HeBYIIKa U OYeHb JTo0una Menury.

— TI'ocmioxka! — ckasajyia OHa, HaXxO[sICh BIBOEM BeuepoM B OaHe ¢ MenuTtoi. — B
Hapo[e pPa3HOCST OYeHb CTPaHHbIE PEYM; MOU OOJT IIPEeayIpeauTb Teb6s 0 TOM, YTO
B 9THUX pevax, KpOMe ChliHa BOOBH E(GPOCHHBI, MHOTO TAaKOT'0, YTO KAaCaeTCs TOXKEe
TeOs M TBOEro My2Ka, a MOero rocroguHa, AnkKes.

— YT0 Ke 3To Takoe?

— Bort 4TO0: BCe 3HaIOT, YTO KpacuBhbiy [IpyageHIIUM IIpHUIliesT y2Ke B CaMbIil PaCliBET
CBOEU KpacCoOThl U 3[0POBbS, a MEK TeM OH [0 CUX IIOP OCTaeTCs HeBUHHEN
pebeHKa...

— Ha, OBITH MOZKET 9TO U TaK, HO Bedb 9TO MEeHs HUMaJIo He KacaeTcs, U 5 AyMalo,
MHe 00 3TOM COBCEM JIMIIIHee 3HATh...

— O HeT, 9TO He NHuIHee s Te0s, rocrnoxa!

— A s Mory Tebs1 yBepUTh, ycepaHasi MapeMa, UTO 3TO OO MEHS COBEPIIEHHO He
KacaeTcs U Jaxke HUMaJio MeHs He 3aHUMaerT.

— OTOo TeOs OOIKHO 3aHUMAaTh!
— Ilouemy?
— Heyxkenu TH He TTOHUMAEIIh?

— He moHuMario, ¥ OTKPOBEHHO CKaXKy, 9TO MHE COBCEM HEIPHUATHO... [IJ15 4ero MHe
3HaATh 9TU BECTHU O TOM, Kak cebs gepxkut [IpymeHuuii? [1y19 4ero Bce BbI
CTapaeTech cAeylaTb MHE BCE 3TO U3BECTHBIM?
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— KT0 ke Bce, rocnozxka?
— Hanpumep, BgoBa Edpocuna.

— Ara! 9To MOHSATHO. A ellle KTO, TOCI0Ka, TOBOPHUJI ¢ TOOOM 00 oOpa3e XKU3HU
CTBHIAJINBOTO ChiHa ['udaca?

— IlpencraBb, MHE TOBOPHUJI 3TO My2K MOU AJIKEMN.
— Cam Ankeu?

— Ia.

— OH TOXe UMeeT IPUYUHBHI.

— OH MHe uX He CKa3all.

— W 5TO IOHSATHO.

— A MHe HMYTO He OHSITHO, — OTBedasjia MenuTa U ToT4Yac ke mobaBuia ¢ JoOpou
yNIBIOKOM: — a eciti MapMa U3BEeCTHO 0oJiee, YeM ee TOCII0XKe, TO 3TO ITIOTOMY, UTO
TYT, BEPHO, €CTh YTO-HUOYIOb, YTO KacaeTcs Oombilie MapMa, ueM MeuTHI.

— O, coBceM HaoOOPOT, — TakK Ke C YILIOKOM oTBedasa MapeMa, — He §, a Thl, MOS
TOCITOXKa, JKUBEIIIb B LIEJIOMYAPEHHOM CepIe HeBUHHOTO [IpymeHmnus.

— Yto rosopuits TH!.. OIIOMHUCSH, YTO THI CKa3ajla, Mapemal!

— 4 ckazaia TOJIBKO TO, YTO OJIS MEHS OYEBHUOHO U YTO KakK Pa3 TaK U €CTh, KakK 4
CKazana. U IIOBEPH MHE, I'OCIIO2KaA, YTO 3TO HE MHE OOHOU KaXKeTCs Tak.

— KT0 XKe emie cMeeT Tak oyMaTh?

— Cwmeer!.. T CMENIHO TOBOPHUIIE: OJIsI YETO TYT 0cobas CMeNIocTh? Besakuil, maxe
MIPOTHUB JKeJIaHus, OJIXKEeH IIOAyMaTh O TOM, YTO IIepef HUM SBIISIETCS C TaKOH Ke
0YEeBUAHOCTHIO, KaK CTPAaCTHAas BIOOIEHHOCTb B T€0sTI HEBUHHOTO IIpyoeHIus.

— THI KIEBeMIelh pa30M Ha BcexX Hac, Mapwma, u s Obl XOTela, YTOOBI Tl BHIITYCTHJIA
9TO M3 CBOEM TOJIOBBEI 1 HUKOTHA Oojee K moJgoOHOMY pa3roBOPYy He BO3BpaIlllajlach.

— 3anpeTUTh TOBOPUTH MHE THI MOXKEIIb, U 5 Oyay Te6e MOBUHOBATHLCS, HO
«BBITYCTHUTD M3 T'OJIOBEI»... HeT, T Tpebyelrs HeBO3MOXKHOTO nenal.. ¥ mputom,
ecnu 1 O0ygy Moji4aTh, 1 He OTKPOIO Tebe BCero, 4To yrpozxkKaer...

— Komy?

— Komy? Ctpannbii Bonpoc! Bcem, KkTo Tebe mopor:
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Anketo, Menurte, BmoBe E¢ppocuHe u camMmomMy HeBUHHOMY [IpyoeHIINI0, KOTOPBIM HE
MOZKEeT XKUTh JoNro 6e3 nmepesioMa B AyIlle ero, eClIU He ITPOU30UIeT OTBIeUeHU S
ero MbICJIel Kyma-HuOyOb BOaJib OT BCETO, YTO CJIMJIOCH [JIsi HETO B OOHOM
CJIaJOCTHOM 3BYyKe TBoero uMeHu. O rocrnoxa! Wnu Tel B caMOM [feJjie OUTH,
HECMOTPS Ha OOBOJIBHO OOJITUE T'OObl 3aMyzKeCTBa C AJIKeeM, UJIU XKe ThL caMast
OobIllasi ¥ UCKyCHas MPUTBOPIINIIA B cBeTe!.. Pa3Be He BUOUIIDL TH, KaK OH TJISITUT
Ha Tebs1, TaK, YTO BCIKOMY BHHO, YTO OH IIOCTOSSHHO BECH IIOJIOH TO0OIO...

— 4 3TOrO HE BUXKY.

— Tw1 He BUOUIIL, HO BUXKY 5, U BUOAUT MaTh ero, BooBa EdpocuHa, y KOTOpOU OH
CIIUT, TIOJIOKUB T'0OJIOBY €M Ha KOJIEHH, a yCTa ero B TUXOM Opeqy IMPOU3HOCSIT
IIeIOTOM CJlagdaniinee cjioBo: «Menurta»... BooBa EdpocrHa ToKe BeOb KeHIIINHA,
U1 OHa He MOXKET He JorafaThCs, YTO 9TO 3HAYUT... I gymMaio, 4To eciau Obl TBOU
MY2K, 3achiniasg y TeO6s Ha KOJIEHSX, CTaJl TUXO IIIEeNTaTh UMS ITIOCTOPOHHEN
JKEHIIUHBI, TO XOTsI OBl 3TO UMS 3HAYUJIO He 0oJiee, yeM uMsi MapeMbl, — THI OBl
morapgasiach, YTO TOCIIOOWH MOM 30BET MEHS He OJII TaKUX YCIyT, KOTOPHIE 5
o0si3aHa UCIOJIHUTh €My BCe IPU TBOEM JINIIe3PEHbDE.

— IlpaBo, s1 HUKOTHa 00 3TOM He ayMalo.

— Bepio! U 3ayeM OB TH CTajla OyMaTh, KOT[la TBOE Cepflle HUMaJlo He YSI3BIE€HO
CTPacThIO...

— YTo TH XOYellb CKa3aTh? — nepebusna Menurta, — UIH, IO-TBOEMY, SI He JIIOOI0
CBOEro myzxa?

— Her; o1 mo0OuIib AnKesi, Kak My»Ka, ¥ Ha My2KHUHY [O0JII0 3TOT'0 YyBCTBa
OOBOJIBHO; HO AJIKel Beb HeJapoM MMeeT TaKue rjia3a, KOTOpble MOTYT Cpa3y B
pa3Hble CTOPOHBI BULETH... 3aUueM OH Tebe paccKa3sajl IIPO CTHIAJIUBOCTEL 3TOTO
IOHOIIIM, KOTOPHIY MylaMeHeeT K Tebe IepBoi cTpacThio?.. O, 1 He ObIjIa IIPU TOM,
KakK BBl 00 9TOM T'OBOPUJIH, HO 51 OYATO CHBIIY BKPagUUBHIM TOH AJIKeeBa I'0Jjioca; s
3Hal0 HaBEPHO, KakK OH C LIYyTKOU Melllas [ CBOMUX MOOO3PEHUMN. ..

— A7Kel 3TO BCe pacCKa3ajl MHe B CaMOM [eJie CMesiCh.
— W 1w npuHANa ero cMex 3a BecesocTs!.. Tel Bepusia eMy, 4TO OH LIYyTUT?!
— IToyemy ke HEe BEPUTH?

— O, aTo 3ab6aBHO! OgHAKO 3TO COXPAHUIIO TeOs OT OOJBbINIEeN OMAaCHOCTHU; HO OHA
BCe-TaKM IIPUET: S BUXKY MPAYHBINA OTOHb B Pa3/IeTe CKOIIEHHBIX 3PaYKOB TBOETO
My»Ka, M He KaK TBOSI paObIHS, a KaK APYT TBOHM, y KOTOPOTO BCe GI1aromoiIyyust
COTIPSIZKEHHI C TBOEIO XKU3HBIO, — 5 3aKJIMHAI0 TeOs1, MenuTa: CHUMU IIOBSI3KY C
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TBOMX IIPEKPACHHIX I'Jla3 — BIJISIAUCH B TO, YTO MMPOU3OIIIIO, C OTBATrOM KEHIITUHEI,
IMMOHUMAIOIIIEeH OMaCHOCTh, U 00JyMaeM, YTO HaM JeJlaTh, YTOOBI He ITPOMU3O0IIII0
OenCcTBUd.

— B kKakoMm pope Oennl THI OXKHupAaelnb, Mapema®?
— B ToM camoM pope, B KaKOM KOHYMIIOCH Heso XkKu3Hu ['mdaca.
— O, crpaBennuBoe Heb6o! HeyxkTo 1 Thl, MapM3, ITOO03PEBAEIb...

— YTO THI, YTO THI, MOS rocnoxkKa! f CTONIbKO Ke CKJIOHHA YTO-HUOYOb IO03PEBATh,
CKOJIBKO 2KeJjlaio OBITh IIpofaHa OT Te0sI B KaMEeHOJIOMHHU Ha CKaJllbl, HO 5 Tebe
yKa3bIBalo B Ty CTOPOHY, TAe HeOO0 KpaCHeeT U OTKy[a CIBIIINUTCA NTPUuOIUXKeHne
Oypu... Byob ocTOpOXKHa... He Bblfal ce0s1 AIKeI0 HU 3ByKOM, HU B3TJISIAOM.

— Jla MHe Heuero ¥ CKpheIBaTh... 1 yuuna [IpygeHuuss — mpaBma, o Opyxkbe Moel K
BOoBe Edpocune, 1 mackarna ero Torga Kak pebeHkKa, HO s He CKa3ajla eMy
IIeII0TOM HHU OJTHOT'O CJIOBAa, HUKOTOA 5 He 00BeJjla ero B30pOM HexKHee, YeM [0JIKHa
CMOTPETH Apyk0a, U sI yBepeHa, 4uTo ecnu BOoBa Edpocuna cupocut IIpyneHius,
TO U OH €M He CKaxXKeT, 4TOOHI s1 Obljla BUHOBATa B TEX YYBCTBAX, O KOTOPHIX THl MHE
Telepb pacckasarna... £ XKe IIpu BCTpede CKaxy eMy, 4ToObI OH ImepecTa 060 MHe
OyMaTh, YTO 3TO TAXKEJIO MHE... OOUIHO... U... eCJIU TOJIKO BCe ITpaBa, YTO ThI
roBOpUJIa, TO OH OyOeT HallpacHO TPATUTh CBOU JIYYIIHE TOMHI...

— Ortuero?

— Kak otuero?

— THI pa3Be He XeHIUHA?

— Ha, 1 XKeHIIWHAa... HO YTO XKe cJiefyeT Oaiblie?
Mapewma ynbIOHYJIach ¥ CKBO3b YIIBIOKY CKa3aia:

— MBI BCe YyTKU CEPALIEM... @ THl TaK COCTpaJaTelbHa...
— Hy, u MHe ero xkanko!

Mapema MaxHyJla pyKOIO ¥ OTBETUJIA CKOPO:

— AX, rocrioxa Mosi! — TOJIbKO U Hy2KHO: COXKaJleHbe K My>K4YUHe HaC OTHaeT B eT0
pyKu!

VI
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MenuTa He cpaldy OTBETHJIa Ha IMOCJIeHUE CJI0OBa MapeMbl: OHa, BEPOSITHO,
YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO B HUX €CTh AOJISI IIPABObI, HO IIOTOM OHA IIPUBEJia CBOU YYBCTBA B
MOPSIIOK ¥ CKa3asa:

— OnacHOro MHOTO Ha CBeTe: MOXKeT OBITh, UTO U COXKaJleHbe BedeT HaC K OyPHOMY;
HO s He 00I0Ch 3TOrO.

— YTo ke, TH pa3Be 3avapoBaHa? Temneps ynIbIOHYIach MejiuTa U OTBETUIIA:
— Ia!
— Kakue ke dyapsl Te6s 3alIUIIAIOT?

— 4 xpucTHaHKa... I HecnocoOHa K oOMaHaM U 3Hal0, UYTO HET U He MOXKEeT OBITh
CYaCThA BO JIXKHU.

— KoneuHo, koHeuHo!.. Hy, a ecnu 611 60ru Aupa npu3Bajiu K cebe Moero
TOCIIOOMHA. ..

— YTO0 THI OIISATH TOBOPHUIIb MHE, MapMa! B KaKOM Tkl OECCTEITHOM TEIEePh
HacTpoeHUu!

— HeT, TH CKaxKu: B KAKOM HAaCTPOEHUU Thl YyYBCTBOBaa ObI ce0s, OCTaBIINUCH
CBOOOHOI0, MOJIOMIOI0 BIOBOIO... KOT'Tla HEXXHas CTPACTh TAaKOT0 KpacaBlia I0OHOIIH,
Kak [IpymeHuui, He Ka3anach Obl TeOe TeM, YeM KaxKeTcsI HhlHUe? AX, s YBEepeHa,
YTO Bbl C HUM CKOPO TIPHUIIIIK OB C2KeYb JKEePTBY BalllUX cephell y anTaps ['uMmeHes.

— Hukorpa!
— Ilouemy, Mmos1 rocrioxa’?
— Bo-miepBBIX, IOTOMY, YTO S XpUCTHUAHKA.

— 4l o4eHBb IJIOXO0 ITOHKUMAI pa3iuyusd B Bepax! [I71s1 MeHs BCe PeJIUTruu CXOOHEI B
OIOHOM: BCe MeIIaioT TIO0UTH CTOJILKO, CKOIBKO 0 XOTEeJ0Ch!

Ho atu cioBa mpuBenu MenuTy B TaKOe CUJIBHOE PACCTPOMCTBO, YTO OHA CTaJjla elre
00JbIIIe YKOPSITH MapMa 3a BOJIBHOCTH B €€ PaCCyXKIEeHUSX.

— TBI TOBOPUIIL MHE MIPO MTPUS3Hb, KOTOPYIO Thl KO MHE OYIOTO YYBCTBYEIIb, —
CKasajyia MenuTa, — a BbICKa3bIBaelllb TaKMe MBICIIU, KOTOPhIEe MPUCTasu Okl pa3Be
KOBApHOU CMYTBbSIHKE, JKeJlalolled COMTh 3aMy2KHIOIO XKEHIIUHY C IIYTH ee OoJIra.
Ho aToro, s Hafeoch, CO MHOM HUKOTHA HEe CIIYYUTCS: OT 3TOTO MEHSI COXPaHUT
MMEHHO TO CBSATO€ YYeHUe, B IIOCTUXKEHUU KOTOPOTO 51 CTapaloCh HAWTU CMBIC]T
xkKu3HU. He ynpibaricsi, MapMa. XpUCTHUAHCKOE YUYEeHUE OTKPHIBAET YEJIOBEKY, B UeEM
CMBICHI KV3HU, U Hay4YaeT ero YIpaBiIsiTh CBOUMHU CTPACTSIMHU. THl He pa3 roBOpuia
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MHe, 4TO 51 oOnerunsa Tebe TBOIO IOII0 TeM, YTO oOpaIlramch ¢ TOO0 He KakK C
pabObIHel, a KaK C paBHOM MHEe KEHIIUHOM; a BeIb 3TO IMIPOU30IIIJI0O OTTOr0, YTO HalIl
YUHUTEeJIb BeJieJl HaM B KaXKIOM 4YeJIoBeKe BUIETh Hallero OpaTa, ¥ IIOTOMY MHe
OTPagHO U CIaJKO Ha3bIBaTh TeOS MOEI0 «CEeCTPOI0» U YCTPOUTH TebOe MOKOU U
OoBOIBCTBO. Ho manbiiie coriacue Hallle UOATU HE MOXKET, IOTOMY 4YTO THI
roymuTaels ce6s1 BlipaBe OpaTh Y JKU3HU BCE, YTO TOJIBKO BO3MOXKHO CXBaTUTh, a I
paccyXxpaaw nHaue.

— O, KOHEeYHO, CXBaTUTh BCe, UYTO MOXKHO! — nepebuna Mapma. — [Ij1s 4ero
yIyCKaTh CBOe CcYacTue?

— Cyacrtue!.. 910 HesgiCHOe cy10BO, Mapema. KTo MoXKeT CKa3aTh: B YeM CUaCThe?..
II7st Te6s1 9TO, OBITh MOKET, JOCTUXKEHbe TOT0, YTO Tebe ceriyac HPaBUTCS, a [JI...

OPYTOM...
— TBI XO04enrb CKa3aTh, OJIT XPUCTUAHKU?

— MoxeT ObITh, ma. [IJ151 Hee JydIlasi paJoCcTh — BOBCE HE B TOM, YTOOHI BHIPBAThH Y
KU3HU celyac BCe, 4YTO BO3MOIKHO, @ B TOM, YTOOBI UATH B TUIIIUHE K TOMY, YTO
MOXKET CcO37aTh OOIIyI0 PamoCThb.

MapM:-) 3aCMedilaChb U, OTMAaXHBaAsiCh JIaOJOHAMMK, MOJIBHJIIA:

— Jre-re! 310 Bce cTapwle necHu! TE OTTOTO TaK pacCyXaaelllb, YTO ThI CIUIIKOM
CIIOKOMHO JTI0O0UIIE My2Ka ¥ He UMeelIb OT Hero gaeTel. Korga O0u1 AnKel OB
criocobeH BHYIIUTHL Tebe 0oJiee xKapKue YyBCTBA UK OBl ThI UMeJia HeTel, TO
IIOBEPD, UTO THI OBl Ha BCe IIOCMOTpPEJIa MHaye U CTajla XKeJjlaTh CBOero, a He o0I1ero
CYaCThs.

W Mapwms XKUBO paccKazajia MenuTte: KakK JKUBUTEIbHO AEUCTBYET CHaCThe OBITh
JIIOOMMBIM TE€M, KOT'O JTIOOUIIE, 1 KaK eCTECTBEHHO 3a00TUTHCS O CBOUX meTsax. OHa
mpeacTaBuiia 9Ty 3a00Ty TaKOU KapKoM, C KOTOPOI0 COBCEM HEBO3MOXKHO CPaBHUTh
POBHOTO y4acTHus BceoOmiel 1i06Bu 6€3pa3IuyHO KO BCeM JIIOASAM Iejioro mupa. Ho
MenuTa cTOsIJIa Ha CBOEM H CHOBa €U BO3pa3ujia, YTO CHa He UMeeT HyXK/bI B
0COOEHHBIX YyBCTBAX K JIIOASIM, POOHBIM €¥ TOJBKO 10 KPOBHU, U UTO [JISI Hee
ropasfo XejaTelbHee UMeTh 071arOBOJIEHUE KO BCEM JIIOASIM, KaK 9TO BHYIIIEHO B
Y4eHUH, COelaBIIEeM ee XpUCTHaHKOo. Torma MapMas mmoxasa ¢ YyIbI0KOM CBOUMU
CMYTJIBIMU IlJIe4aMU U CKa3asa:

— CHOp Halll, 4 BUXY, HA K YeMy He IIPDUBEOET. OcTaBuM BCe 3TO BpeMeHH, a
TeIllepb IIOKyOa IIOMHHU JIUIIb TO, 9TO A Tebe coo61.uana; My TBOU PEBHYET Tebs K
CBIHY BOOBEI E(i)pOCI/IHbI, ¥ TBI OJOJI2ZKHA 9TO 3HATh U OTCTPAHUTHL C IIYTHU CBOET'0 BCeE,
YTO MOZXKET YCUJIUTL TPEBOTY.
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— «Ycunutk TpeBory!» TpeBora Hu u3-3a yero!.. TpeBora, B KOTOPOU I HUYEM He
BMHOBATA, HO KOTOPOU TeM He MeHee [oJXKHa 5 60saTbcs!.. 1 BOT 3TO-TO BCe B
Ha3blBaeTe XXKU3HbI0! HeT, K1M3HL COBEPIIEHHO B UHOM, U S He IlepecTaHy UCKaThb
ee, Iroe HaMO.

— Hmu! — oTBeyana, KoH4as 6eceny, MapMa, — HO ellle jy4line Oyab rOTOBa
BCTPETUTH TO, UTO OHA MOXKET OPOCUTh TeOe Ha TBOU IIyTh COBCEM HEOKUIAHHOTO.

— Ilyckati OymeT Tak. 1 TepIienruBo BBICYIIaja BCe, YTO Thl MHE CKa3ajia OT
moGporo cepfila, ¥ Temephb I CTPOXKE CTaHy HAaCTOPOXKe Y MOUX UYBCTB.

VII

9ta 6ecena ¢ Mapma ri1yO00KO Bpe3ajach B cepalle MenuTH U 3acTaBUjIa ee
nmepegyMaTh O BelllaX, Ha KOTOPHIX OHA A0 CUX IIOP He OoCcTaHaBiIMBajack. 1o
KWBOCTHU CBOET0 MOJIOJOIO TeMIIepaMeHTa U YUCTOTEe CBOUX IIOMBICJIOB OHa HUKAK
He MorTJjla JONyCTUTh, 4YTOOH [IpymeH1nii, KOTOPHIM OBIJI MOJIOXKE €€ Ha IISATh JIET U C
KOTOPHIM OHa Bcerga obxogusachk Kak ¢ MUJIBIM peOeHKOM, He3aMeTHO OJi Hee
3aropescs K Hell TaKOI0 HEyKPOTHMOIO CTPaCTHOM JTI000BBIO, [JI1 KOTOPOU B UX
MIOJIOZKEHUU He MOTJIO OBITh HMKAKOTO0 ucxona. Y BOT Teneps €l TOBOPST, YTO 3TO,
OOHAKO, CBEPIIUJIOCE... [1o cux mop MenuTta 9TOT0 He 3aMedalia, HO Tenepb, II0Cye
yKa3aHui MapMa, OHa caMa CTajla IPUIOMUHATH I'JTyOOKHUEe B3OOXU HEBUHHOTO
[pymeH1Us U ero OOJITUEe B3TJIAObl, KOTOPEIE OH YCTPEMIISAI Ha Hee, 3abbIiBass 000
BCEM OKpYy2KalollleM, IpUudYeM UHOI'[Ia He CJIBbIIIajl, KaK ero 30BeT MaTh UJIU KIUYYT

opyTrue.

[TpoTuB Boyu cBoel MenuTa Havaja BEPUTh, YTO OHA UMeJla HecdaCTHe BHYIIUTD
CTPacCTh I0HOIIIE U YTO €CJIM 3TO He IIPOUIEeT, TO BO3MOXKHO, UTO [IpymeHIuit coBCeM
He 3aX04eT XKEHUTHCS, ¥ TOr[la IOM ero MaTepu OCTaHeTCs MyCT ¥ BOoBa Edpocuna
CTaHET YKOPSAThL MeJIUTy B YBJIeUEHUU ChiHAa — B YeM OHA HUCKOJIPKO He BUHOBATaA.

U B camomMm perne, BooBa EdpocuHa yKe Hadana I'JigfeTb Ha MeNnuTy He IPeXKHUMU
ra3aMu, ¥ KOT[a, IOoCcJjie pacCKa3aHHOM BHIIIe Oecenbl, Ankel u [IpyneHImi
OTIIPaBUJIMCh HAJIONTO B Mope, — BOoBa EdpocrHa He cTana 6ojiee CKPHIBATh
CBOEro HeyOoBOJIbCTBUSA Ha MenuTy U OOHaXXObl CKa3ajla eu:

— ThI, 0OOHAKO, UCCYIIIKIIa Ceplile Moero pebeHka.

— Boxke! — oTrBewyana Menuta, — HeyXKTo Tel, EppocruHa, CKJIOHHa BEPUTH, UTO MHE
OOoCTaBUJIO OBl YIOBOJILCTBUE MYTATh CMBICII TBOET'O ChIHA!

— 41 He BeprO0 HUYBUM CJIOBAM, HO S caMa BUXKY €T0 TEP3aHUs M caMa 3a Hero
TEP3aioCh.
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— Ho 4To s MOTy cHenaTh OJis TOro, YTOOBI He OBIJIO 9THUX TeP3aHUN?
EdpocuHa nmokayarsna rojioBo 1, HAMOPIIIUB 100, IPOTOBOPHUJIA:

— Ia; s 3HaI0, THl HUYEro He MOXKeIllb CAeaTh B €T0 MOJIb3y, HO... HO 5 BCe-TaKu
cTpapai, MenuTa, U MHe TsKeJio TeOsI BUETh.

C atumMm BmoBa Edpocuna yiina, a MenuTa Bo3BpaTuiach K cebe, pa3mocajoBaHHas
Ha POKOBOE CTedeHUe 00CTOSAITENILCTB, M He HaxoAuia B cebe HMKaKOW BUHEI: OHa He
yBiekana [IpyneHuusa B ceTu cBoeu KpacoTsl. OHa IIpoBepssia TaKKe CBOU
coOCTBeHHBIE UyBCTBaA K IOHOIIIE U BIIOJIHEe yOenunack, uTo [IpymeHIui He
COCTaBJIfAET [JI1 Hee HUKAKOU UCKJIIOUUTEJIbHOCTHU, — 4YTO OH el MUJI U XKaJIOK He
0oJiee, Kak MHOTHE [IPyTrHe, OJIsI KOTOPHIX OHA roToBa OBl cAejlaTh BCIKYIO
IIOCUJILHYIO YCIIYTY U PafoCThi0 KOTOPHIX MorJjia 66l pamoBaThcsi. Ho HU AJist KOTO B
CBeTe He XO04YeT OHa HapyIIUTh BEPHOCTU MYyXKYy. Henb3qa xKe 3TUM CIIyKUTh 1
yTelieHus BOoBel EppocuHs!

U nipu TakKUX pacCyXKaeHUsIX MenuTe MOCTOSHHO IIPeACTaBIIsIOCh, YTO B XKU3HU, —
4TOOBI IIPOKUTH TaK, KaK JOIXKHO, — HaJl0 UMETh CO MHOTMMH JIIOJbMU HEeJlagbl U
60pr0y, a IPU TaKOM ITOJIOKEHUU HET HU ITOKOsI, HU cyacTusi. CTOUT JIM BBOOUTH
cebs B TakyI0 00pbOY IJisi TOTO, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh YETr0-HUOYOb IPUITHOTO
HEMHOXKKO MT000JIbIIIe, YEM €CTh Y APYTrux. Bce 3TO Begb Ha 0YEeHb KOPOTKOE BpeMs
OBICTPO MUHYIOIIIEH XKU3HU. HeT, 3T0 He cTouT. be3 cpaBHEHUS JIydIlle KUTh,
6opsick ¢ co0010, — Hamo cebsI UCTIPaBIISITh, 0CBOOOXKIasi ceOsi OT TAKUX CTPACTEMH,
KOTOpPBIE BIIEKYT K pasiiafly C MUJIOCEPOUEM U YeI0BeKOoIooueM... MenuTa craia
BCIIOMUHATh OOHY M3 MOOPYT CBOETO IETCTBa, OEIOKYypPYyI0 IPMUHUIO, KOTOpas Oblia
BCEX U3SIIHEEe U KpacuBee Cpenu CBEPCTHUII, a BeiOpasa cebe caMyio CYpPOBYIO
IOJII0: OHA TaK HAaCTPOUJIa CBOM OYyX OOIIENIINM [0 HUX «TaJTUJIEHCKUM YYeHUEM>,
4TO 3a00THI O CBOEM JIMYHOM CHACTHUM ITOKA3aJIMCh €M COBCEM HE TOCTOMHBIMU
HUKAKOTO TPy[da, ¥ OHa OTKa3ajlachb OT 3aMYy’KeCTBa U IIOIIJIa CIIyKUTh OOJILHBEIM B
oOHOM oO1mHe B JIupme.

HpaBcTBeHHBIN 00JIMK 3TOM DPMUHUMU U CEPHE3HBIN IyTh €10 Oyt cebs1 n3bpaHHOU
KU3HU Telepb OecIpecTaHHO MIPUXOOUIIN Ha MBICJIM eYalbHOU MenuTe U MUPUITH
ee ¢ XkKu3HbI0. OHa cooOpazKajya TOT U APYro¥ MyTh, KOTOPHEIM BO3MOXKHO UOTH, U
HaXO[uJIa, YTO HA BCEX OTUX ITYTSIX HY?KHO BeCTH OUTBHI 3a BCE U CO BCEMH U YTO
CIIOKOEH M TUX TOT TOJIBKO IyTh, HA KOTOPHIN JTIOOU HE JIE3yT TOJIIOI0 U IIe HUKOTO
He Ha[o POHSATH C HOT, YTOOLI CAaMOMY 3aBjIafieTh YbeH-HUOYOb MOJIeI0 TaK
Ha3bIBa€MBIX PAIOCTEH KU3IHU... ITO OH-TO U €CTh IIYTh «TAJIUJIEHCKOTO ITPOPOKa» U
IyTh T€X, KTO BEPUT B UCTUHHOCTD €r0 y4eHHus... BoT uTo MemnuTta u npepnmnoyna Obl
BCEMY, YTO UMEET. ITO IIyTh OTPEUEHUS OT JIUYHHIX PAOCTENH — MyTh XKU3HH,
IpefaHHoOM 6Jiary OpyTrux...
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U xorma MenuTa, 0601 MBICIIEHHO BCe, YTO €¥ mIPeaCTaBIsIIOCh B JKU3HHU,
IOXOMOuIa OISTh A0 TOTO, YTO m3bpasya BCIIOMUHaeMasl elo IIoapyra, OHa Bcerjga
YyBCTBOBaJia B cebe HauTHue MUpa U IIOKOsI, — OHa HU4Yero He 00sijach, U CMOTpeENa
CMeJIO BIepe, ¥ Bepuila, YTO B 3TOM OJJHOM HAaCTPOEHUHU UeJIOBEK OJIMKe BCEro K
WCTHUHHOM IeJI1 CBOET0 BOIIJIOIIEHUS.

Ecnu 61 Kakue-HUOyOb ITIepeMEHBl B JKU3HU MeTUTH ObIJIM BO3MOXKHBI U €CJIN OBI
OHH 3aBUICEJIU OT ee BHIOOPa, TO OHa OBl BCeMY IIpPeAIoysia He OBICTPO IPEXOAsIyIo
11000Bb C M30PaHHUKOM CeP/illa, a OHa ceryac Obl BCTajla U MoIiia Okl MCKATh CBOIO
MMOAPYTY DPMUHUIO U CTajia OBl C HEIO AeJIUTh €€ CIIy?KeHNe HEMOIIIHBIM CTapuKaM U
IMIOKUHYTHIM IEeTSM B TOU Ke Jluae uiu B APYroi MECTHOCTU MHPA, I'Ie TIOOU TaKkKe
Bce OBIOTCS APYT C APYTOM M3-3a JINUHOT'O CYACThSI U OCTAB/ISIIOT 063 BHUMAHUS TEX,
KOTOpHIe ocnabenu U UCKaJIeUUIUCh a 9TOM yKaCHOU Ooproe.

I'me GBI OBLJIO BO3MOXKHO IPUHECTU Ce0s B TaKyI0 XKepPTBY, YTOOHI 00JIETUYUTH
JIIOZICKOE TOpe U IIOJIOKUTh HavaJio HOBOMY HallpaBJIeHUWIO XKU3HU, MemnuTa cerdac
Ke OBI BCTajla ¥ ylula Tyda... M Torma ¢ Hell Hepa3y4yHo Obljia OBl Ta COBepIIeHHAas
pamocTh, KOTOPYIO OHA U Tellephb yzKe Ollyliaja, HO KOTOPOU B HEIHEITHEM ee
MOJIOKEHUHU Melllajia HeonoauMas 0053Hb, UYTO BAPYT NOOBEPHETCS TaKOU UJIU
Opyrou ciy4day, ¥ yOaauT ee OoT U30paHHOTI0 BEPHOTO HAaCTPOEHUSI, U HAUYHET
IIEPENOoJIHATD AYIITY ee TPeBOT0l0, CTPAXOM U MOLO3PEHUSMHU. ..

O, ot momo3peHus! MenuTa 3Hala UM LeHY: KOrfa elre XKuB Ol I'mdac, et MUMo
BOJIU CJIYYHMJIOCH YCJIBIXaTh OJMH Pa3roBop ux ¢ AikeeM 00 OCTPOBKe, Ire y HUX
€CTh M OJHUM TOJIBKO U3BECTHas Iellepa U B Hed XPaHATCSA UX COKPOBUIIA U UX
IIpecTyIHble TauHel... C 3Tux nop MenuTa BCcerga mogo3pesasia, YTO OHU He TOJIBKO
TOBAPHUIIYU 10 TOPTOBJIE, HO YTO OHM 00a — rpabuTenu u youiIisl... M1 9To coenanoch
UCTOYHUKOM BEYHOI'O CTpaxa U Tep3aHuu MeJuTel, — OHa C 3TUX II0P IIOLO3peBaa,
4TO U BCe APYyTHe JIIOOU B IOCEJIKe OyMaloT o ['udace u o ee myxke AjKee Kak O
pa30boiitHuKax, a cMepTh ['Hdaca u obIIHI IPUTOBOP B3ATH B Aefio [IpyneHuus ele
0osiee yTBepOUIN MeIUTy B IOJO3PEHUH, UTO BCEM yKe U3BECTEH MPECTYIIHLIN PO
KU3HU AJIKesl U 4TO BCE K 3TOMY TaK PaBHOOYIIIHBI TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO U CaMU OHU
B HPaBCTBEHHOMU XU3HU HeOaleKo OTOILIM OT Asnkes ¢ I'mdacoMm... U Teneps,
KOHEYHO, 9TUM JKe HeJJOCTOMHBIM IyTeM OyaeT IPOXOOUTh CBOIO XKNU3Hb HEBUHHBIN
IMpynmenmuii... Beob Ankei, KOHEYHO, BefleT ce0s U IPU HEeM TakK ke, KaK BeJl IIpU
I'udace, u [Ipymenuuii, 6e3 COMHEHUsI, 3HAET yKe, YTO y HUX I'le-TO B IPyIIe
MpUOpPEekRHBIX CKaJl €CTh OCTPOBOK C IEIepoi... U TaM KaKHe-TO COKPOBHIIA U ellle
4TO-TO, 0 UeM MenuTta caMa He UMeJjla TOYHEBIX ITIOHATUU... OHa HUKOT'Ia He
crupainuBasia 00 3Tol TaliHe My»Ka U He TOBOpPHJIa O CBOUX JloragKax Mapewme,
IIOTOMY 4YTO MenuTe CTHIIHO OBIJIO IPU3HATHCS, YTO CHA ITOO03PEBaeT CBOEro Myxka
B pa3borHMYeCcTBe, a MapeMa... AX, MapeMa, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO MPeHaHHOCTh
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Menute, caMa ropasno 6obIlle 6/I1M3Ka AYII0oI0 K TeM, YbH IIOCTYIIKM M CTPACTHU TakK
yXKacawT Menury...

U otToro emie ykacHee rope MenuThl, 94TO €1 He C KeM 00JIerYuTh CBOIO AYIIY,
KOTOpasi BOPYT Hadasa TSAXKKO TOMUTBHCSA — TOYHO OHa OyATO 4dysijia BOIU3U
IpefAcTosiliee HOBOe rope. Bce 5T0 HamoOHO OBITIO CKPHEIBaTh, U MemnuTa CKpHIBaa.
YTo0OBI yMaTh B TUIIN UJIU IIJIaKaTh, He 00ACH IYCTHIX 3aMeYaHU O TOM, YTO
«CTBIOHO TPYyCTUTH», MenuTa Hadasa 4acToO yXOOUTh Ha OOPBIBUCTHIU Oeper MOps U
IIOAONTY CUIella TaM, OXBAaTUB PyKaMU KOJIEHU U IO B OECKOHEYHYIO Jallb,
OTKy[a OHa TOYHO BHI3BIBAJIa Ha CLIEHY NEeWCTBUSA IIOC/IefHee UCKYIIIeHue, KOTOPoe
U He YMEJIUJIO CBOUM IIPUXOIOM.

VIII

Pa3, korma MenuTa cunena Hapg 001:000BaHHEIM €10 00PBIBOM MOPCKOT0 Oepera,
13-3a CTOJITUBIINXCS BOaJieKe TEMHBIX CKaJl II0Ka3aJslach JIOJKa, C KOTOPOU ObLIN
yOpaHHI BCe Iapyca, KpoMe OJHOTO CTaporo, Ha KOTOPOM OHa efBa ITOABUTaacCh.
BmecTo ¢naxkka HaBepxXy MauThl ObIJI HaZleT T'OJIOBHOM KOJIIaK U3 YePHOTO
BOUJIOKA.

Ecnu 661 MenuTta He Oblyia CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO IIOTPYy2KeHa B CBOM Pa3MBIIIJIEHUS,
YBOOUBIIKE €€ K KeJIaHWUI0 Pe3KOr0 IIepejioMa B CBOEU XKMU3HH, TO OHa OBl
HeIIpeMeHHO 3aMeTHsa 3Ty JIOOKY, ¥ 10 ee IIe4ajlbHOM OCHAaCTKe OHa ITOHsIa OFl,
4YTO Ha 3TOM CyOHE CIIy4HUJIOCh KaKoe-TO 0ombInoe HecdacTtue. Ho Menuta Bunmena
JIOOKY, U €e TPSA3HBIM IIapyC, U BOUJIOYHBIM YEPHBIN KOJIIaK HaBepxy ee MaydThl, U
BCEMY 3TOMY He IIpHupajia HUKaKOTr0o 3Ha4YeHUSs.

OHa mosKHa OBl 3aMETHUTH M TO, UTO JIOOKA, ObIBIIAsi, KOHEYHO, B JAJIEKOM
TJTaBaHUM, BXOOUJIa B IPUCTAaHb B HEOOBIYHOE BPEMS U AepzKajia KypC CBOM He
IIPSIMO K TTOCENKY, @ HApOYHO ITPOXOAUIa MeXKy CKaJlaM# U ITPUCTAasia y OOHOM U3
HUX, 3aBsI3aB KaHAT Y TOPYaIlero poromM o6JIoMKa yTeca.

C nogku cotien KTO-TO, TTOKPBHITHM KOPUYHEBBIM IOJIOTHOM, ¥, HUYero He B35B C
CyIOHA, CKPHIJICS Tie-TO mox 6eperoM, a IoToM, Yepes3 Yac UIh HEeCKOJIbKO OOJIbIIe,
OIISITh BO3BPATHUIICS K JIOJKE BABOEM C 3aKyTaHHOM JKEHIITUHOM, KOTOpas eBa JIUIIb
CTyIIHJIa Ha JIOOKY, KaK CTPAIITHO BCKPUKHYJIA U, OTIIUXHYB OT ce0s
COMPOBOXKAABIIETO ee MyKYMWHY, yIIaja B MOpe, HO ceidac Ke BBITJIbIIAa Ha Oeper u
ybexkara.

910 MenuTa yxKe 3aMeTHuIa, IOTOMY YTO XKEHCKUU KPUK OBIJT CITUIITKOM TPOMOK U
CTpallleH, HO OHa TOT4Yac XKe IIoTepsia U3 BUAa 3Ty GUrypy u 3aTo TeMm 6osiee Oblia
ropakeHa, Korfa depe3 MaJjioe BpeMs 9Ta XKe caMasi Gurypa, B TOM ke MOKPOM
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IIaThe, HO B mulle MapeMmel, mogbexkasa K MenuTe U, yaB nepen HeHl C CKaThIMU
pyKaMmu, 3aBONUIIa CKBO3b CJIE€3bI:

— O Mmos 6exmnaas rocunoxa! [TpoknsgHYU U TpoJall MeHs, KaK 3JIylI0 BECTHUILY, B
KEeCTOKHe PYKH! s MOCTOMHAa 3TOr0 3a TO rope, Kakoe MHe CyXKAeHO Tebe
BO3BECTUTE.

HpI/I IIEPBEIX 2K€ CJIOBaX MapeMBI cepaone MenuTel IIEPEIIOTHUIIOCE ITPEaYYBCTBHEM
JKecTodyauuiero HeC4daCTusda, U OHa ey ckKasaja:

— YMmorstro Te6si, TOBOPU M MHE CKOPEM, YTO CIIYYUIIOCh, U He 00MCcs MOero rueBa —
MOSI Bepa He JaeT MecTa THEBY.

— O ma, — oTBeyasnia Mapema, — Tenepb TeOe HACTYIUJI Yac IToKa3aTh TBOEU
OeqHOU U TeMHOU pale, CKOJIBKO CBeTa U CHUJIBI MOXKET JaTh YeJI0BEeKYy TBOs Bepa!

— 4 IIOCTApPaloCh, 4YTOOBI THI HE II0JIy4dHuJia O Hel qyepe3 MEeHA OYPHOT'O IIOHATHA;
T'OBOPH, YTO OOJIZKHaA A y3HaTB!

— TBO# MyX... BOH, BUOMIIb, TaM, Y CKaJkbl... 3TO JIOAKA €ro0... MOero rocnoguHa
Ankesi, u... B Hel Ha JHE, OKOJIO Ma4Thl, Ha BEPIINHE KOTOPOU NOOHAT YEePHBIU
KOJITIaK, JIE3KUT, IIOKPHITOE ITapycoM... 6e3AbIXaHHOE TeJIO.

— IlpyneHnusi! — BOCKNIMKHYJIa TPOMKO MenuTa U ceryac XKe 3ajiloMuiia Haf
TOJIOBOIO PYKU U CTaJjla IIOBTOPATH CKBO3b phIgaHusA: — benHoe nutsa! Heyxkenu
Anken youn ero B peBHOCTH! O, 3710I0NTy4YHBIN HEeBUHHBIY [Ipymernuii!

Ho MapeMa, OaB HECKOJIBKO BpEMEHHU IIPOIIIaKaThb MenuTe 1 Kak OBl OCBOUTBLCS C
ropeM, B3dJla €ee TUXO0 3a PYKH U, IIepeBOoOsad uX K CBOeMYy Ccepany, CKa3ajla:

— HeTt, MenuTa! Thl HaITpacHO IJIavelllk O IOHOIIIE, ThI HOIXKHA 000POTUTH K cebe
rope Opyrou cTopoHoio: rmoru6 He [IpymeHUMi, a TOT, Ybsi CMEPTh TeOS OCTaBIISAET
BIOBOIO.

MenuTa BOpyT BO3OepzKajla CBOU CJIe3bl U OCTAaHOBUJIA CyXOU, OTHEHHBIU B3I/ Ha
Mapewme:

— YMmep Mmyx Mou, Anken?!
— Ila, rocmozxka.
— U TaMm, BHU3Y, Y CKaJIbl €ro Tejo?

— Ia, oHO B 10OKe... Tesio Asiked... f ero BUesia U IIPOKJIsAjiia POK, CYOUBIINU MHe
BO3BECTUTH Tebe 5TO HecyacTHe.

— OcTaBb TOBOPUTD O IIPOKJIATUSX U BEIM MEHS CKOpel K nonke!
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MapeMa monoxusa cebe Ha 1jiedo pyKy MenuTHl, ¥ 00e KeHIIUHEI ITOIITN
CIIEILIIHOM MOXOOKOI0 K MOPIO U CKOPO CTaJIu Yy JIOOKH, Ha KOTOPOU He OBII0
HUKaKOTO I'Py3a, a TOJIbKO ¥ OCHOBAHMUS MAYTHI JiesKajl HeOpeKHO OpOIIIeHHBIN
rnapyec.

— Bort 310 3mecs, — TUXO CKa3ana Mapema U 3aTeM C ydacTueM crupocusna: — Ecnu
THI MOZKEIIb BUOETh U MPUKaXKeIlb OTKPHITh...

Ho Menuta, BMeCcTO OTBETa, caMa HAQTHYyJIaChb U €0Ba IIPUIIOOHATIAd YI'OJI Ceporo
MIOJIOTHA C CUHEM KafIMOIO, KdK yBHUIAJlda MepPTBO€ JINLIO AmnKes C BRIJABUIMMMUCS
KOCBEIMH TI'Jla3aMM U TPEMSA CTPAIITHBIMHA KOJIOTEIMHU PaHAMM B YepeIIe... PaHEBI OBINIH
IIocpenu TeMeHHr, BCe TPU KPYIJIOBATEIE, KaXKad BEJIMYNHOIO C BUIIIHIO, 1 BCE
PAOOM OOgHA OT )IpyTOfI Ha PpaCCTOdHUHU IIAJIbIIA... Hx HE HY2KHO OBILIIO OIMYyIIBIBATD,
YTOORI CKa3adTh, 4YTO BCE€ OHM PAaBHOMEPHO TJ'IY6OKI/I 1 BCeé TpU CMEPTEJIbHEI.

MernuTta CKJIOHUIACh K T'OJIOBE My2Ka M [OJITO CMOTpeJia B ero rjasa, a IoToM, Korga
TOAHsJIa JIUII0 CBOe, YBUAAJa, YTO IPSIMO Ilepel Helo, 10 APYTr'yI0 CTOPOHY Ilapyca,
CTOSIJI B IIeYaJIbHOM IIJIaThe U C IeYaIbHBEIM JIUIIOM HeBUHHBIN [IpyaeHIInN].

YBuUnsa ero OTKpHITOE IUII0, XpaHUBIIIEE IO CUX IIOP Ha cebe clennl LeJIOMyapus U
OYXOBHOU YUCTOTH], MenuTa B3JOXHYJ/Ia U TUXO IPOMOJIBUJIA:

— TbI 3Haemb, KOHEYHO, YTO 0 Tebe CKaXyT JIIoOu, KOTfa YBUOSIT HeECUaCTHOE TEJI0
Ankesa?

— Ia, 3Haw, — oTBeTuI [IpyneHuM, — JIIOOU CKaXyT, YTO 3TO I HaHEC
CMepTeJIbHBIE PaHbI AJIKEIO.

— W 4T0 XKe TH UM OTBETUIIL B CBOE OIIpaBOaHue? 4 BeOb He 3HaI0, KaK Thl UCKYCEH
BO J1kU. Wnu, OBITH MOXKET, THL OIS TOTO U IIPUBE3 CIoJa Teno AnKesi, 4TOOHI IIpen
BCeMHU IIPU3HATHCA B YOUUCTBE U paccKa3aTh, OJI 4ero 3TO chean?

— Het, — oTBeuasn e HeBUHHBIU [Ipygernuii. — { He Oy TOTO IPUBE3 CIOJA TEJIO
Ankest, 4TOOBI U30MWIPSTHCS BO JIXKYM UJIM OejlaTh Hal HUM IIPU3HaHUS B youicrtse. 4
IIpUBE3 €ro AJis1 TOT0, YTOOHI ThI MOTJIa BUOETh XOTh MEPTBOTO MyzKa U MOTJia ero
oIlJIaKaTh ¥ CXOPOHUTH KaK KeHa. A Korfga MeHs CIIPOCAT 0 CMepTHu Ankes, 1 6e30
JIZKA PACCKaXy O Heu BCIO CYIIYIO IpaBhy.

Cnyiras atu cinoBa, MenuTta cMOTpesia OCTPBIM U IIPUCTAJIBHBIM B3TJISIAOM B I'jla3a
[TpymeHLMs U IIOJIy4Yusia B IIyOuMHE CBOero gyxa 6e30T4eTHOE YIOCTOBEPEHME, UTO
[IpymeHnuid HUYEM He TIOBUHEH B CMePTHU AJKes...

9TO eii 6BIIO OTPAAHO, U AYIlA €€ YCIOKOUJIaCh, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBIJIO0 BO3MOXKHO B
TeIlepeIIHeM CiIydae.
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— Ecnu 1w IpaB, — OTBeYasia OHa, — TO U CJIELIU CKOpeU IIPUHECTU CBOe
omnpaBhaHbe: 1 U MapeMma oCcTaHeMCS 30eCh Y MepTBOro Teja Ankes. Tol XKe uau
IIOCKOpee B CeJjieHue, II030BU CBOIO MaTh, BOOBY EQppocuHy, 1 BEI30BU BCEX CTaphIX U
MOJIOZBIX JTIofel Ha 6eper Mopsi, Ha TO MecTo, rae AJKel TOBOPHUII IIPe[ TI0ObMU O
KOHYHHEe OTIla TBoero, ['udaca. 4 u Mapema npuBegem Tyda JI0OKY C T€JIOM, a BbI
BCe HaJIoMalTe BeTBel, Ha KOTOPHIX MOXKHO IIOOHATH U HECTU TeJio AJIKes, U Korga
OHO OyZeT IOJHSTO, TH Ilepel BCEMU [IOJIKEeH CKa3aTh, KaK CIIy4duiachk rubesb
AnKest 1 KTO HaHeC eMy 3TU TPU PaBHOMEPHEIE PaHHI.

[MpymeHInM el TUXO KMBHYJI T'OJIOBOIO M, CKOPO HOCTUTHYB CEJIEHUS, CHSJI POXKOK,
KOTOPHIA BUCEJI Ha CyKe CTaporo ay0a, ¥ MpoTpyOuI Ay BCeX TPU NPU3bIBaHbS,
4yTOOBI BCE HIJIM CKOPEM Ha coOpaHbe.

IX

YcnpiliaB POKOK, JIIOOU TOTYAC K€ CTaJIu BBIXOOUTH U3 HOMOB U, ITOITPABIISIS
OmexKObl, CTAIX HAITPABIISITHCS K TOMY MECTY, I'lie ellle TaK HelaBHO BCe
BBICJTYIIIMBAIU TOBECTh AJKesti 0 cMmepTHu ['mdaca. 3mech u Ternepsh, Tak, Kak U TOTOa,
CTOsIJIa Ha ITeCKe OIIPOKUHYTasl KUJIeM BBepX cTapas JIOOKa.

Bce 310 OBII0 Ha TOJIIIEepesieTa CTPEJIbl OT CTAPOro Ay0a, o KOTOPBEIM TeIleph
ctosin IlpymeHiuii. 1 oH IPOOOJIKal 3[eCh CTOSITh, ITOKa Ha 6epery OKOJIo JIOOKHU
coOpaiuch IOYTH BCe B3POCIIBIe JIIOOU CeJIeHUs, a U3-3a 3aruba MoJIororo Mbica
IMoKa3aJjlach Ha Mope JIoJKa, KOTOPYIO THaJIK Ha Becjax MenuTa ¢ MapeMoH.

[TpymeH1nii, KOTOPBIM OXKHUAAJ MOSABIEHUS Ha MOPE 3TOU JIOOKHU, IIPEeXKe BCEX ee U
3aMeTHuJI, U OH TOTYacC XKe CHSJI C JepeBa Por, BUCEBIINM Ha CKPYYEeHHOM JIBIKE, U
HaOyJ ero Tak, YTO POT 3apa3l u3gall, KpoMe 00IIero Ipu3kIBHOTO 3BYKa, eIlle
0COOBI¥ CUTHAJI, KOTOPBIM MOT MMETh YCIIOBHOE 3Ha4YeHUe IJIsi Apy3eu Tpybauda uium
€ro CeMeUNHHBIX.

CoOpasBiIrecs MIOON He YIIYCTUIN 3aMEeTUTh 3TOT CUTHAJ, U OOWUH MOJIBUJI OPYTOMY:
— IlpymeHuuii, HaBePHO, X0UEeT CKa3aTh YTO-TO HEOOLIKHOBEHHOE.

— Ilouemy THI TaK OyMaelsb?

— OH KOMY-TO maeT CUTHaJl Ha CBSILIEHHOM POXKKe.

— JTO OH 30BET CIofa CBOIO MarTh.

— O pa! BoH oHa u BEIXOOUT — BOoBa EdpocuHa.

— 3HAYUT, OHU ellle He BUOAIUCh?

— Tak Hagmo oyMars.
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— JIro6onbiTHO! TIpymeHNM, KOHEYHO, XKelaeT, YTOOH MaTh ero Obljla 3MeCh ITPu
TOM, [IJIS Yero OH C3BIBAET CeJIeHbe; HO UTO 9TO TAaKOe OH XOUEeT CKa3aTh?

— Ycapimum.

— VK KOHEeUYHO yCIBIIUM. BOH K Oepery TssHeTCs jofka... Ire! Jla 3To 3HaKoMast
nopgka Ankes. Ee, ellle roja HeT, CHapsXKaJl U OIATh HeJaBHO packpacui ['udac, a
Telepb... CMOTPH, 4TO Takoe?.. JIoOKy BeoyT Ha BecJiaxX OB€ KEHIIUHHL... AX, BeOb
9T0 MenuTa ¢ cBoelo palOblHeN, CUIOHAHKOU MapeMmoii... Hy, y 9To#l pyku u3
OPOH3BI, HO BCe-TakKM KEHIIMHaM He IPUCTaTh ciofa 6/I113K0... 3IeCh BI3Kasd THUHA U
BHM3Y B Pa3HBEIX MeCTaX, He Ha OOHOU ri1yOrnHe, OCTphle KaMHU... Ara! BOT XOpOIIIO
morapancsa [IpyneHIiiuii: oH c6ekall K MOPIO ¥ BOIIeJ B BoAy... Hy, HEMHOXKKO
M3MOKHET, a 3aTO OH B34JI JIOOKY 3a KaHaT ¥ IIOABeIeT ee K Oepery... Umb, Kak OH
BEChb U30THYJICA O[T JIAMKOM!

— WM 3aT0 KakKOu 4yaHBIM CTaH!..

— [Ha, yx IlpyneHunii, n3BeCTHO, COBEPIIEHHHBIN KpacaBel. ['0BOpU 4TO KTO XOYeT,
a UM BeOb HelapoM IOPOUTCS Hallle CeJIeHue, U 1 OyMalo, eciu Ovl 00T He UMeu
3aBUCTH K KPAacoOTe CMEPTHBIX, TO HeJIb35 ObIJIO OBl HU MOHSATH U HUYEM OOBSICHUTD,
KaK OHU MOTJIY OOIIyCTUTh COequHeHUue MenuThl C paCKOCEIM AJIKeeM, II0CJIe Yero
Menuta ocTtaeTcs 0eCIJIOOHOW, TOTHa KakK ee CJIefoBasio OBl COEIUHUTH C
IIpymennuem...

— Ara! aTo npaBga.

— Ia, yk Torma OblI0 OBI MOXKHO Py4YaThCsi, YTO MenuTa He TOCKOBaia Okl U He
ocTanach OBl OECIIIOMHOM, a B30PY YeI0BeueCKOMY ObIT ObI TaH AJIS YCIIagbl CAaMBIH
KpacUBHIY PeOEHOK.

— Ia, s gyMalo TOXe, 4TO eciu Obl MenuTa Obljia ITOMOJIOXKEe 1 Oblsia OBl CBOOOOHA,
— OHa He cou4ia Obl gy1a ce0s 3a 60IbIIoe oOpeMeHeHue Tacku [IpyneHnus, u
TOT[Ia-TO, II0XKaJly#, THl IIpaB, YTO BTOpor Kynmumon mMor Ovl pOOUThLCA IOe-HUOyOb B
HallleM He3HaTHOM CeJIeHUU; HO Bedb Menuta nocrapite [IpyneHnus, 1 Myx ee,
KOCOTJIa3bli AKel, JOJITOBEeYeH: BCe ero IpenKy Bceraa OOCTUTaId MaCcTUTOTO
Beka. Ho B 3To MrHOBEHbE Y JIOOKHU, ITIOOBUHYTOM K Gepery, pa3gascs rojioc
[Tpymennus:

— ITouTeHHBIE JTIOOU U ThI, 0, HEXKHO II00MMasi MaTh MOsi, BOoBa Edpocuna! Eie B
O4YeHb HeJlaBHee BpeMsi OTCIO[ia OTIIJILIIM BOBOEM: OTeIl MOU, OoTBaxXHbIN ['ndac, ¢
OeccrpamHbiM AnnkeeM. Tak OHM MHOTO pa3 OTIIPaBJISIJINCh BMECTEe BIBOEM U BCeTa
BMECTe BABOEM BO3BpalllajiiCh, HO B 9TOT IIOCJIEOHUU pa3 CIIy4YUJIOCh KUHA4Ye: B 3TOT
pa3 BO3BPATHUJICS OOWH TOIBKO CMeJIbiM AJIKel U OTKPBLI 30eCh, Ha 9TOM MECTE,
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BCeM BaM, U MHe, ChIHYy ['1daca, u BmoBe oTila Moero EdpocuHe, 4TO oTell MOM
cre’siancs XXepTBOI MOPS.

Bce mropu cnymranu 3TO BCTYIUJIEHUWE O BelllaX, BCEM UM U3BECTHHIX, U -HaIIPAXKEHHO
cMmotpenu Ha [IpymeHnusa u Ha Menuty ¢ MapeMou, CTOSIBIIUX O-IPEXXKHEMY B
JIogKe. B Tosmne mpoOHOCHUIIOCS:

— YTO OH X0UeT cKal3aTh?.. [IJIg 4ero B JIOOKe CTOAT MenuTa C CIIy2KaHKOu?..
[MpynmeH1uii, OLITH MOXKET, Y3HAJ YTO-HMOYOb U 3afyMaJll Tellepb OOBUHUTH B
pecTyIiieHbe Ankes?

A TIpymeHuuii, BMECTO TOTO, BOPYT 3aphbifa U, phigasi, BOCKJIUKHYII:
— ITocMoTpuTE K€, YTO HEIHYE CTAJIOCh C CaMUM OecCTpallIHbIM AkeeMm!

[TpymeHIMY COBUHYJI IeXKalllMi Ha OHE JIOOKH MapyC W, IPUIIOOHSB TPy ANKes,
moOaBUII:

— Bor oH, Ankeit! On yout. ITogxoguTe ¥ CMOTPUTE: Ha €ro TEMEHU PSOOM TPHU
oguHakve paHKU. OT KaxKOo¥M U3 HUX YeJIOBEK [OJIKeH OblJI yMepeTh HEITPEMEHHO,
a AJKeu IOJIy4uJI BCe TPU PAHLI B OOHO MI'HOBEHUE OKa.

— I'me 1 KaK OH MOT IIOJIY4YHUTh ux? — 3alllyMeJiv, TOJIIIACE Ha 6epery n O0T4HaCTHu
BXOOs B BOOY, JIIOOU.

— ToI gomxeH Bce 00BSICHUTDL, — KpUYaJid OpyTHe.

— Ila, TBI 3a HETO OTBEYaelllb.

— U TBI MOKelb OBITH B ITIOA03PEHUU; Thl MCTUJI eMy 3a ['udacal
— Wnu 3aBupoBan KpacoTe HeCpaBHEHHOU MenuThl!

— O, Bo3mepxKuUTECh! — BOCKNIUKHYI [IpymeHiuii. — Bel He omo3gaeTe OCKOPOISTh
MeHsI OOBUHEHUSMHU U IIOCJIe TOT0, KOTHa 51 BCe M3JI0XKY BaM, Kak OblI0 mesno. [eno
JKe B TOM, 4TO AJIKel U YIIPEeOUBIINM ero Ha IyTHU B IIapCTBO TeHel oTell Mok ['udac
He TOJIBKO 3aHUMAaJIUCh TOPTOBJIeN, HO OHU... OHU TOXKe Halanallu Ha Opyrue cyna u
rpabuiiy UX U TOIUIIH...

Ha BCIO Maccy ciymarTenel 3TO He IPOU3BEJI0 0COOEHHO CUIBHOTO BIIeYaTIeHUS U
maxke, KaXkKeTCsl, HUKOTO He YOUBUJIO, KpoMe OOHOU. MenuThl, KOTopas BCKPUKHYJIA:
«Mou My OblIT pa300UHUK!» 1, TOOHSAB KBEPXY PYKH, yIajia TOJIOBOIO Ha IIJIeY0
MapeMmsr.

[TpymeHIIH Ke TPOHOoJIzKal TOBOPUTh U PacCKas3asl, YTO OH He BEPUT CJIOBAM
Ankesi, Kak noru6 ['ndac, 4To 3TO, HaBepHOe, OBLIO KaK-TO MHA4Ye, HO YTO OH
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HUKOTI'[a He AyMaJl MCTUTh 3a 9TO AJIKel0, a caM AJIKei IOJIy4uJI CBOU PaHBI OT
TBO3MEH, IIpeaaTenbCKy BOUTHIX B JHUIIE MITLIBIIIEN BU3aHTUNCKON TPUPEMEI, IO
KOTOPYIO AJTKe¥ MOOHBIPHYJI, C TeM YTOOBI TUXO B300paThCSA Ha ee OOPT U 3aAyIIUTh
COHHOT'O KOPMIIIMKA, @ OCTaJIbHBEIX COHHEIX JIIofieli COPOCUTHL B MOpeE; HO 3Ta
TpupeMa OblNla OISt HUX IMPOKJISITOM JTOBYIIIKOM: KOTHa OHU BCTPETUJIUCH C HEl IIpe]I
paccBeToM, JIIOOU Ha Hel TOJIbKO IPUTBOPSJIKCH CISIIMMU, a BOBCE He CIlajiy; a JHO
caMo¥ TpupeMbl ObIIO YTEIKAHO OCTPLIMHU CIUIlAaMU, U3 KOTOPHIX TPU Cpa3y Ke
BOH3UIIUCH B TeMsI AnKesi, TaK 4TO Oesbiii rpe6eHb HabOexXKaBIle BOJTHEI B TO XKe
MTI'HOBEHbE U Cpal3y BeCh OKpacuscs AJIKeeBOU KPOBBIO...

3aTeM ciemoBall pacCkKa3 0 TOM, KaK IPUTBOPHO CIIABIIIKE Ha TPHUPEMe
BU3AHTUUCKHNE T'PEKU 3JIOPAOHO 3aX0XO0TaIu U, OTTOIKHYB OT Ce0s IIECTOM TEJIO
AmnKesi, yOJIBIIX B MOPE, @ OCUPOTEBIINM [IpymeHIni oCcTancs OOUH U C TPYAOM
M37I0BUIJI AJTIKEEBO TEJI0, BTAIIMUII €T0 B JIaObl0 ¥ IPHUBE3 CIOHa, YTOOLI OHO OBIIIO
IIpemaHo norpebGeHuio U YTOOBI BUIEIU BCE, YTO €My HET HYXKObl HUYEro CKPHIBATh
B 9TOM HECYaCTHOM [ieJie, IoJjIaraioleM KOHell TOPrOBOMY TOBApPHUIIECTBY ABYX UX
IOMOB.

[MpymeHIInY 3aKOHYUJT CIIOBaAMU:

— KTO-TO CcKa3saj, 4To Ha MeHd eCTh rogo3peHue!.. Yto ke, cynute meHda! { He
00I0Ch HUYETO, SI IPUTOTOBUJICS K CMEPTH, HO I HEBUHEH B CMePTH AJIKes.

Hapog, BeIcTymaB BCe 3TO, OCTaBaJICA B HEIOYMEHUU 1 OO0HapyKUBaJl pa3Horjiacue:
OOHUM Ka3aJioCch, uTo [IpymeHuni 0eiCTBUTEIFHO HE BUHOBEH B CMepTH AJiKes, a
Opyrue gyMasu, 4To AnKel yOUT ero pyKolo, MMEHHO U3 MECTH 3a OTIla MIu, OBITh
MOXKET, U OT J1Io0BU K Menute. M Torga moCTaHOBUIIU: OISITH IIOJIOXKUTH TEI0 ANKes
B JIOOKY ¥ TyAa Ke nmomMecTuTth [IpymeHIusa u, B CONPOBOXKAEHUM OBYX MOJIOABIX
JIIOAEeN ¥ OBYX CTapLeB, IIOCJIaTh TPYI U IIOOO3PEBAeMOro K IpOpHUllaTeIbHUILIE,
JKUBIIIEN Ha OTOAJIEHHOM OCTpoOBe. TaM mopy4asnoch CcTapilaM BOIIPOCUTH
IPOpUIIaTENbHUIY Hall TOJIOBOIO AJIKesi: BUHOBEH U [Ipymernui B ero youiictse? 1
€CJIM Belllas AeBa CKaxeT, 4To [IpymeHni BUHOBEH, TO TOI'Ha CTaplibl,
oTOIaromapuB MPOpULIaTENbHUIYY, CHOBA BOUIYT B I1afbio BMecTe C [IpyneHIueM, u
KOTIa yHasnsaTcs HaCTOJIbKO, YTO Oeper chaeaeTcs He BUMEH, TOTa CTaplbl BEJIAT
IOHOIIIaM 3aBepPHYTHh [IpyaeHnysa BMeCcTe C TPYIIOM AJIKes B ITapyC U IOTOM
oOmMoTaTh X 6€4eBOI0 U OPOCUTH UX BMECTE B MOPE.

X

Henb3st onmcaTh, KaKOM CTPAIIHBIN IJIa4 cOenala BooBa EdpocuHa, Korga
ycJIbIXajla Takoe peleHue. M oHa He ogHa MilakKaja, — C Hel0 CTOHAJIM U APyTue
KEHIIUHBI, IOTOMY YTO MHOTUM XKaJjlb OblJI0 HeBUHHOTO [Ipymeniusi. CToHanma u
pBanach Takxke 1 Mapema, HO MenuTa He CTOHajla ¥ He pBaJjia Ha cebe HU BOJIOC,
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HY IIJIaThs, @ TOJBKO MMo6JieiHesa U AOJIT0 CTOsIJIa B MOJTYaHUHU Ha OOHOM MecTe, HO
IIOTOM, KOI'fla Jlafibs C TejioM AJikes, ¢ [IpymeHIineM 1 C COTPOBOXKIAIONIUMU UX
OBYyMs CTapllaMM U OByMs IOHOIIAaMM OTBajinijia OT Oepera, MenmuTa IIOOoIiia K
Edpocune u ckasamna eu:

— Hamu Boniu u cyie3bl HW4eMy He IIOMOTYT; BMECTO TOTO YTOOHI 31eCh U3HYPSATh
CBOM CHIJIBI, CSIAEM CKOpee B APYTYIO Tafdbl0 U MOEJeM CJIe0M 3a HUMHU. MoXKeT
OBITh, TPOPULIATEIbHUIIA, YBUIS TBOE MaTEPUHCKOE TOpe, CKJIIOHUT K HEMY CBOU
CIIyX U JacCT CcTapllaM OTBET, KOTOPBIM IIOCIYKUT K TOMY, YTO JIIOOU IPU3HAIOT
HEBUHHOCTD [IpymeHIus.

EdpocuHa Ha 3TO JIETKO corjlacuiach, ¥ 4yepe3 caMoe MaJjioe BpeMs II0CJe TOTO,
Kak Jafbs C TeJIoM AJIKesi CKpbLJIach M3 TJjia3, OT TOM 2Ke MPUCTaHU OTOIIJIa Apyras
nafbs, HaHATass MenuToio y HeMoro Tpomena, 1 Ha 3TOH Jlagbe, Y KOpMHUjia
KOTOpOU cTosin caM Tpomen, moMmelnanuchk Edppocuraa u MenuTa ¢ cCBoe BEpHOU
MapeMoi.

U mpouisio Bcero gBoe CyTOK, KakK Ha TPETUU [eHb K Beuepy KUTeJIU CeJIeHUS
yBUOAIU, 4YTO 00e JIabu ONSITh BO3BpAlllajiiCh, U JIafbCsad HeMoro TpoMena
orepexkajsa OOJBIIYIO JTagblo, MPUHAAJIEkKaBIIYIO Ipexae Ankero ¢ ['ndacom. Ha
IepenHeu jlagbe, pyjeM KOTOpPOU IpaBuil TpoMern, a mapycaMu MapewMma,
rnocepenuHe cupen oHbM [IpyoeHIIui, a ¢ OByX CTOPOH ero — EdpocuHa u Menura.

C Gepera Bugenu sicHO, 4yTo E¢ppocuHa BHYyIlIaja YTO-TO CHIHY C OOJIBLIIAM
YBJIEUEHUEM, @ OH €€ PAJlOCTHO CIYIIaJl ¥ C BUOUMBLIM CYaCTheM CIKHUMaJl CBOUMU
pykamu ee o6e pyku, a MenuTa cupgesna B pa3ayMbe U, IIyCTUB PYKY 3a OOpT,
mepzkKaja B Hell KaMBIIIUHKY, JTUCThS KOTOPOU UI'pajiu C APOOUBIIENCS BOJIHOIO. B
snogke Ankes o6a I0HOIIM 1 00a cTapila ObIJIM CIIOKOMHBI: HAa BCEX Ha HUX HBIHYE
OBbLTM HameThl BEHKU M3 O€JIBIX MYIIaBOK B 3HAK TOTO, YTO UX I'OJIOBBI CBOOOOHEI OT
THeTa BCSIKOU TATOCTHOM MBICIIH, U Ha UX Ma4Te He OBIJIO y2Ke 00Jjiee 4epHOTO
BOMJIOYHOTO KOJIIaKa, @ BMECTO HEro KpacoBaJjiach 3ejieHas BeTKa OJIMBHIL.

fcHo OBIIIO, UTO Belllas meBa 00bsBUIIa HEBUHHBLIM [IpyoeHINs U 4YTO TPYI ANKes,
KaK He HyXKHBIN 00Jiee HU IOJIsT KaKWX pacClieloBaHu, CIIyIleH OblI B MOpe U
TeIepb BCe BO3BPAIIAIOTCS B ITIOKOE U B MHUPE.

Bce pmorapanuce, 4TO cermyac HaCTyIlaeT BeCelbli, PaAOCTHLIU BeUep, 4YTO BOOBa
EdpocuHa, HaBepHO, He CTaHET CKYIIUThCS, a 2KapKo paCTONUT o4ar B CBOEM AOMe
U YTOCTUT BCEX TaK U300MIbHO, KaK CHa MoxeT. O, OHa He ITOCKYIIUTCS CIPaBUTh
BecCeJIbll IIPpa3gHUK 3a CllaCeHHe ChIHA.

Taxk 9TO U CHENIaI0Ch: JIOOKU IIPUCTAJIH; CTAPIIBl ¥ IOHOIIN OOBSIBUIIHA, YTO
[IpymeHIMii HEBUHEH U YTO IIPU 3TOM CJIYYHJIOCH €llle OOHO IPevYyaeCcHOe HEeJo...
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Beimio Tak, 4To Korga BooBa EdpocuHa BMecTe ¢ MenuTou XOTENU NOOHSITh
[TpymeHIMS OT HOT IIPOPULIATEJILHUIIEI, TO Belllasi eBa BOPYT Kak 6yaTo
IIPOCHYJIach, — JIUIIO €e 03apHUJIOCh YIILIOKOM, ¥ OHa, B3AB 3a PyKU MenuTy u
[TpymeHuus, BoXuIa OOHY B OPYTYIO UX PYKU...

TYT BCe, KTO 3TO CHylIllajl, 3allJlIieCKaJIi PYKAMH U 3allE€JIn:

«9Boe! OBoe!» u Hauanu OOHUMATH U IlefioBaTh U Menuty u [IpyneHius, u
o3apaBisaTh BOOBY Edpocuny, ¥ pamoBaThCs, 4TO col03 Menutkhl ¢ [IpyneHiiuem
KUCIIOJIHUT UX CYaCTHeM U YCTPaHUT BCAKUU BOIIPOC O pa3fesie UMYyIecTBa, TaK Kak
C 9TUX NOP BCce paBHO, uTO [IpymeHiiueBo, 4yTo MenutuHo. U BCe, pacnuBas BUHO,
KOoTopoe BricTaBuia EdpocuHa, u 000HaS 3anax Msica U pel0, KOTOPBIE JKapUJINCh
Ha BepTeslax, U CJIafOCTHBIY I1ap YePHOCJIMBHBIX I10JIUB, KUIIEBIINX B OTPOMHBIX
cocynax, — Bce 0e3 yroBopa CTajid CYUTaTh cebs1 BIpaBe CMOTPeTh Ha [IpymeHnms
U1 Ha MenuTy Kak Ha CyIpyros, OJig COeOUHEHMNS KOTOPHIX BCe PEeIleHO CaMOIo
cynb0010, 1 TeIIephb TOJIBKO NOTPEOHO KaKoe-TO HeJoJIroe BpeMsi, YTOOk OpakK ux
IPU3HATh COBEPILIEHHBIM.

HeBunuriii [IpyneHiiuii 6611 HaBePXy CBOET0 CYACTUS U ellle YCYyT'yOusl CBOIO
BCETIaIlHIO0 ITIOYTUTEJIbHYI0O CKPOMHOCTE ITepe MenuToii, a BooBa Edpocuna
maxke Tepsjach OT PafoOCTH M M3JIUBajiach B IPUBETaX U B JlJaCKaX KO BCEM, KTO
IIOOXOMUII K ee o4ary, 4To0bl OpaTh MsICO, U PLIOYy, ¥ ITOX/JIe0KU; B PAOOCTHOM QyXe
Onlsta 1 Mapema, KoTopasi momorana EdpocuHe B yroiieHuu U, HOCs Ha mjiede
KYBILIMHBLI C BUHOM, HAIlOJHsa UM Yamu. OgHa Ui, MenuTa He U3MeHsIa CBoel
3aJlyMYHMBOCTH M He OTBedaJjia HM Ha KaKue HaMeKH, a KakK Obl BUTaJla TETEepPh Ie-To
majieKo OTCIofa, U KOorfia IoCTH, 3aMeTHUB Ha Hebe IMpu3HakK NpubInKaiollerocs
yTpa, HadaJjil pacXOoAuThCsi, MenuTa B3OPOTrHYyJja U, B3TJITHYB B 3HAKOMBIE JIMIIA
Mapewmtl 1 BOoBel E(pocuHbI, CKa3ana:

— O, KTO OHI BBl HU OBINIM! — OTBeOuUTEe MeHs Kyda-HUOyIOb B TUX0€ MECTO!

Takoe obpamienre Kk Mapeme u EdppocuHe, Kak K HE3HAKOMBIM, OYE€Hb YAUBUJIIO
00eux XKEeHIIUH, ¥ OHU, IIePETISTHYBIIUCH APYT C OPYroM, IMOOYMalIu: He BLITIUIIA JIU
Mernuta C KaxXabl OINOKOIO I1eJIbHOTO BUHA, UJIXU He IIoTepsijia I OHa paccyaka
IIPU MOPCKOM Ilepee3[e Ha JIOOKe UJIX IIPU OBICTPOM OXJIaXKJeHUHU BO3OyXa.

MapeMa nonpo6oBaiia pyKd MesuThl, U, YyBCTBYS, YTO OHU XOJIOOHBI, OKyTaJsla ee
TOJIOBY ¥ CTaH ITOKPHIBAJIOM BHOBH EdpocuHEl, 1, 00BUB €€ CTaH CBOEI0 PYKOIO,
ToBeJla ee K JoMYy.

Kak nipoBoxkast MenuTy, Tak U yKJIafblBas ee IoMa B II0CTeslb, MapeMa BCe BpeMs
OblyIa B IIOJTHOUW YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO I'OCIIOXKA ee HeoMOraeT OT MHOXKeCTBa
CMeLIaHHBIX YyBCTB, HaJ KOTOPEIMU 3a0UpaeT caMoe BEHICIIEE IOJI0KEHUE U CaMy!o
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O0IBIIYIO CUITY 1I000Bb €€ K ITPeKPAacHOMY U HEBUHHOMY [IpyOeHIINIO; a IIOTOMY,
4yTOOBI CKa3aTh MenuTe 4TO-HUOyObh CaMOe PamoCTHOE M CIOCOOHOE BHI3BATh B HEU
OXUBJIEHHE, — MapeMa, ITOKPHIBIIN MeluTy HOYHBIM OfIesiJIOM, HarHyJlach K ee
JIVILY |, TIOI[eJIOBAB ee B JI00, mpoIIenTana ed Ha yXo:

— Cnu, u nycTb Tebe CHUTCS TOT, K KOMY PBETCS C JIFOOOBBIO TBOE pa3pelleHHOoe OT
KJIATB ceppue!

A korgma Menuta IIpOMOJI49aJlia, TO IIOTOM MapeMa pPacCiipdaMuiiaCh U JIaCKOBO
CIIpOCHIIa €ee:

— CkKaxXu MHe, Thl He CEPIOUIILCS 3a TO, UTO S IT03BOJISAI0 cebe HEMHOXKKO YMTAaTh B
TBOEM ceppre?

— Het, — oTBeyana Menurta, — 1 He CEPXKYCh.
— 3HaAuuT, 4 yragana...

— HeT, 3T0 He 3HAYUT, YTO TH yragasna. I He cepxkKych Ha TebOsI, TIOTOMY YTO HU Ha
KOT'0 He JOJI?)KHO CEPOUTHLCS, a CepAlle Moe OeMCTBUTETbHO HEeCIIOKONHO, U
OEeHCTBUTEJILHO OHO C KaXK[OLIM JHEM BCe CTAaHOBUTCS 00Jiee MOJIHO JII0OBM, HO 3TO
711000Bb COBCEM HE K TOMY, O KOM ThI IIOMHBIIITSEIIIb. ..

— Kak, pa3Be HeBUHHHIU [IpygeHnui He oguH... HeyKTo XKe OH [OJKeH OymeT
OTHUMAaTh y KOT0-HHOYyAb CBOE MECTO B cepplle MenuTs?

A MenuTa el oTBeTHUJIA:

— Ycnokoucs, Mapema! U Thl © HeBUHHBIM [IpygeHIIUN nMeeTe CBOE MECTO B
cepaue MenuThL...

— O, s He ToBOpPIO 0 cebe! — nepebuna Mapema.

— Iait MHe DOKOHUYHUTh! M THI, KakK U OH, XXKUBeTe U OyJeTe XXKUTh B MOEM Cep[lle,
IIOTOMY 4YTO $ JTIF0OII0 Bac 000UX, KaK CTPEMIJIIOCh U XKeJlalo TI00UTh BCEX JTIOAEN B
mupe. M3 Bac HUKOMY He HYKHO HU Y KOO OTHMMAaTh Ballle MECTO B MOEM Ceplie,
HO BJIafleTh UM, — IIOBEJIeBaTh MOEMY CEPMIly U ITIPaBUTh UM C BIaCTUTEJILHOU
CUJION U BJIACThIO OYIET TOJIBKO OMUH...

— Kt0 XKe 970 Takou? f ero 3Haw UM He 3Ha? MennuTa J1acKoBO el yIbIOHYyIach 1
CKasaja:

— U 3Haeun, U HeT.
— KT0 ke 3To Takoir?

— Hucyc l'anuneuckuu.
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Mapema monoxkuna O00bIlIne Manbllbl 00euxX PyK cebe Ha yIIU U, 3aKPhIB
OCTaJIbHBIMU IIepCTaMU CBOM I'Jla3a, 3aTpsiciia TOJIOBOIO B 3HAK TOT'O, YTO OHa
HUYEeTO0 B 3TOM He IIOHMMaeT HU OOHUM U3 CBOUX 4yBCTB. Ho MenuTa nipuBieka ee
K ce0e, ynoxusa psigoM ¢ co00i0 B IIOCTEND U, JIacKas ee, CcTajia el TOBOPUTh, YTO
KU3Hb Ha 3eMJIe el He ITPeICTaBIIIeTCs 11eJIbi0, JOCTOMHOIO 3a00T U CTapaHUM; YTO
BCe PafOCTH KU3HU CJIMIIKOM OBICTPOTEYHEI U OCTABJIAIOT I10CJie ce0si OOHY
IIyCTOTY M CTpafaHbe, 4YTO «COI03 Cephell», KOTOPBIM BOCIEBAIOT MIEBIIEl, — HUMaJIo
He Hafle’KeH, eCJIU OH OCHOBAH Ha BJIEYEHUSIX CTPACTHU, — UTO KaK OBl HU
VKPENJIsaid TaKOU COI03, OH HUKOTJa U HU OT 4ero He IIOJIyYUT BCeTrHalllHeu
IIPOYHOCTH, & UCTUHEH U KPETIOK OJWH JIUIIL COI03 — 3TO COI03 TEeX JII0OAEU, KOTOPHIE
compsAraimT cebs oL OJHO UT0 II0 CXOXKECTHU MBICJIEHN U II0 COTJIaCHio B pa3yMeHUU
XKU3HU...

— WU BoT, — moGaBuna MenuTa, IocJje O0JTroro pa3BUTHS CBOMX COOOpaKeHUM B
9TOM AyXe, — BOT TOT COI03, 0 KOTOPOM MOZKHO T'OBOPUTH KakK O IIPOYHOM Ojiare —
00 MCIIOJTHEHUU 3aKOHA XKM3HU 3€MHOU, yYPEeXKAEHHOU [JIs IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS HaC K
KaKOU-TO OPYTOM, BEICIIIEY Lielk, HaM Heu3BeCTHOU. Ho KTO Xe u3 Hac BCeX Tak
€OUHOMBICJIEH U TaK CX0XKe HaCTPOEH, YTOOHBI CIIUTHCS APYT C ApyromM? f Hagercs,
4TO 3TO He 51 U He HeBUHHHIU [IpymeHnuii. Pa3Be eMy MUp 1 Ha3Ha4YeHUE B HEM
4eJioBeKa IpefcTaBlisieTCsa TeEM Xe, 4eM MHe?

— O, aTo OBIIO OBI CTPAIHO, MesnuTal

— BriTh MOKeT. A MHe KaxKeTCsI CTPAIlHO OPYTOoe... CTPAIllHO COEOUHUTHCS Ha
OOHOM JIOXKE C YeJIOBEKOM, C KOTOPBEIM MEHSI HUUTO He COeIUHsIEeT QYXOBHO, a pa3Be
TOJIBKO OOHO OYHTOBaHbE IIJIOTH U KPOBHU... O, KaK y2KAaCHO U CTPAIIHO, JOIXKHO
OBITH, ITPOCHYTHCS ITOCJIE 3TOM OMbSHSIONIEN HOYM, YTO Bl Ha3bIBaeTe Balllen
«11000BBI0» .. Kak Hamo OymeT apoxKaTh, YTOOBI ILJIOJOM 3TUX OOBATUMN HE SBUIIUCS
OeTH, 0 HaydyeHUH KOTOPHIX MaTh [OJIKHa OyeT CIIOPUTH C UX 3Ke OTIoM!

— 3aueM ke BCce cnoputh, Menura?

— 3aTeM, 4TO Helb35 C PaBHOAYIILEM TJISAOETh, €CJIN AeTel BeOyT He K TOMY, UTO
Cepbe3HO U CBATO, — YTO BOCIUTHIBAET AyX B YeJIOBEKE U «CTAaBUT €Tr0 TOCIOOUHOM
HaJ 3BepeM, XKUBYILIUM B caMOM 4ejloBeke»... O, KaK 9TO CTpaIIHO! KaK 3TO
CTpamiHo!

— OpHaKo ke ThI Bedb OblNla XKeH0I0 AJKes M MorJjia OBl He pa3 COelaThbCsl MaTePhIo
POXKIEeHHBIX TOOOIO meTeil. MenuTa B3OOXHYJIa U OTBedasa:

— Morna!.. Tel IpaBa: s ObITIa JK€HOIO YeJI0BeKa, C KOTOPHIM y MeHS He OBIIO
HU4Yero oOIlero B MBICIISIX. f cTana xkKeHow Ankess peOeHKOM, KOrga caMa He uMesa
TeX MBICJIEU O XKU3HU, KaKue UMel Ternepb. Y He Xodellb U Tel MEHS YKOPHUTH 3a
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TO, YTO 5 C HUM JKWJa, ¥ He 6exKasla U3 ero qoMa, ¥ He pa3apazkaja ero rHesa
YKJIOHEHUEM OT ero JIaCK ¥ 0OBSATHUM, KOTOPHIE s [OJIXKHA Oblla TPUHUMATH, pa3
Ha3BaBIIKCH KeHOo10! []a, ST BCe 9TO CHECJIa, ¥ BCe 3TO OBIJI0O MHE TSIKeJI0, HO 5
MMOHMMAJIa, YTO AJKel He BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO B €T0 I'la3aX CBET CBETUJICS MHAUe,
YyeM OH 3acBeTHuJICs B MoeM B3rysame! Korma HaMm nenu OpadHble TUMHEI, ST €70 He
MOTJIa MPeaynpeauTb 00 9TOM U TaK XKe TOYHO He [OoJIKHA Oblla eT0 OCTaBUTh, ITOKA
OH MOT OBITH MOUM MYy3KeM... Ho Temeps, KOrfga He 110 MOel BOJie BCE 9TO MUHYJIO, —
Telepb, KOrHga s CBOO0HA ¥ BUXKY SICHYIO I1eJIb B MOEH KU3HHU, 5T He X0UY YTOMIISATh
oyxX MOM B 00si3aTeIbCTBaxX Opaka C MyKYHUHOM...

4 He cumuTalo NpU3BaHbEM U AOJITOM BBEI3BATh HECKOJIBKO HOBBIX AETEM, YTOOHBI OBIIO
KoMy coOupaTh paKylIKU U KaMHHU Ha Oepery Mops... HampacHO BH fyMaeTe, — 4TO
sl COTJIAIyCh CBSI3aTh C KEM-HUOYOb MO€ IIPaBO OTHAaTh Ce0s1 C 9TUM TEJIOM U
KPOBBIO Ha I10JIb3Y BEYHOTO yXa, JKM3Hb KOTOPOTO 5 B cebe omryialo... O, KaKue BbI
metu! O, Kakue BBl HECMEBICJIEHHBIE, OefgHble meTu!.. Bctanb, 0 MapeMa, — BCTaHb,
opyr moi!.. Tel y2Ke OpyT MO, a He paObiHSa, — pabCcTBO 6€33aKOHHO, 1 Te0s
OTIIYCKAalOo HU... I IOCTapaioCh, YTOOHI THI IIOIy4YHUsla BCE TO, B UeM Thl BUAUIIID
cyacThbe... Llenyit MeHs IPOCTO, KakK Apyra, ¥, eC/Iu JIIOOUIIb MEHS, — COCIIyKH
caMa MHe ellle OHY BeJIudauIlyio ciyxk0y... Bctanb, 0 Mapema! cnemu Ko BooBe
Edpocune... roBopu eu... IpocHu... ybexagau... 4To Menura He MOXKET... OHa He
roguTcs ObITh mogpyrou [Ipynennus... Uou!

M MapeMa [efCTBUTEIbHO BCTaJla ¥ BRIIIIA, HO OHA ObIJIa B CUJIBHOM BOJIHEHUHU U
nmob6exkasia Ko BooBe EdpocuHe, a Korga pa30ymuiia BOOBY, TO CKa3asa el C
3aMHUPAIOIIUM CepPAIleM:

— CIy4uIoch elle ou4eHb 00JIbIIoe HecuyacThe!

— oM Bali cropen?

— Hert, Ho MenuTa, MOst TOCIIOXKaA... [IOMpPaYuIach B pacCyaKe.
— O 6oru! o 6oru! 3auem Tak BcecHJIbHA HaJ HaMH JTII000BB!
— YxacHo!

— Ckaxu Xe CKopee, 4TO OHa ropoput?.. OHa He pmoxpnetcda [Ipymennusa?.. [1a?
l'oBopu xe!

— OHa roBOpHT... COBCEM IIPOTUB Opaka.
— C Illpynenunuem?

— C keM OnvI TO HU ObIJIO. EhpocrHa BCcKpuyasa:
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— O 6oru, kakoe 6e3ymbe! Ho 9TO MUHYET.
XI

Tak HecpoaHOo OBLIIO MTOHMMAaHUIO BIOBE EpocuHb! 1 10HOM MapeMsbl BCe TO, YTO UM
CKasaJjla MoJjiofiasi XpucTruanka Menuta. O0e XKeHIIUHL He MOTJIH [OITYCTUTh,
4yTOOBI YEJIOBEK, COXPAHSIOIINY 3IPaBhIi PACCYIOK B CBOEH I'0JI0OBEe, MOT UMETH O
3HAUYEHUHU XKU3HU U O TJTaBHOM Ha3HAYEHUU KEHIIUHBI TAKUe, II0 UX MHEHUIO,
Oe3yMHBIE ITOHSATHUS, KaKie HadaJjla BEICKa3bIBaTh BLICOKO HACTPOEHHAss MeuTa...
W u3 TOTrOo, YTO 3TO CIIYYUJIOCH TaK HEOXKUIOAHHO, BAPYT, BCKOPE II0CJIe TOTO0, KaK
MoJiofiasi BooBa AJKes ImepexKuJjia CTOJIbKO BHE3AMHBIX IIOTPSICEHUM, ONBITHAS B
KU3HU MaThb [IpyneHIus, moxkuias BooBa EdppocrHa, nMesa BIOJIHE JOCTAaTOYHEIE,
110 ee MHEHHI0, OCHOBAHMUSI BEIBECTh, UTO B MenuTe IIPOMU30Iilyia He TBepaasi U SICHO
oboyMaHHasi lepeMeHa B oOpa3e MBICJIEH, a TPOCTO 3a0ypuil Ha BpeMsi KaKOU-TO
OypHBIM ITOPHIB, HAIOLINY ee MBICIIM 00e3HeHHOe U OeCIopsag0YHOe HallpaBJieHUe.

A kKak MesnuTa o4yeHb HpaBuiach BmoBe EdpocuHe 3a ee KpacoTy, HOOPHIM HpaB U
U3SIIIHYIO JOMOBUTOCTh U EdhpocuHa 3Haa, 4TO ee ChIH, I0HBIN [IpyaeHIul, 1aBHO
CTpacTHO TI00UT MenuTy U ycTa ero, HasiBy ¥ B COHHOM ApPeMOTe, TOJIbKO U MIeNYyT
OparoleHHoe I0HOolIe UM MenuTsl, To U3BeCTue, IpruHeceHHOoe MapeMolo,
BCe-TaKM CUJIbHO BCTPEBOXKMUIIO BOOBY EdpocuHy, u oHa nipocuna MapeMy HUKOMY
0oJiee B ceJIeHUHU He pacCcKal3biBaTh O TOM, YTO OHA CJIbIIIAJia OT HaXOOUBIIENCS B
0C00eHHOM, BO30YKIEHHOM COCTOSIHUU MEJTUTHI.

— [In1a 4ero ee momBepraTh OOIIUM HacCMeIllKaM U oCcyXkpaeHuo? [1ycTs nmydiie 5To
nmpounet u no3alymeTcs, Kak 3a0bIBAIOTCS MHOTHE MOJIOOBIE IPe3Hl... BoIbiion
ormacHOCTH HeT. CyiaBa O0oraM, B CeJIEHUU He 3aBeJIOCh ellle OPYTUX JIIIel,
OIIOEHHBIX 3TUM MeuTaTeJIbHBIM YYeHUEeM, KOTOpOoe IIPUHECIN KaKue-TO XKUObI U3
KaKOU-TO CBOEU [ajieKou U HUKOMY He HyxXkHOU ['anuneu. Menurta ogHa rge-To
HaCJIBIIIanack 00 3TOM y4eHUU OT CBOEU KaKOU-TO IIOOPYTHU U BOT Tenepb OpenuT...
OTa XKu3Hb OyATO TOJIBKO U CTOUT BHUMaHUS, KaK BOCIUTaHUEe ce0s K KaKOU-TO
WHOU XKM3HY, 0 KOTOPOU MBI HE MOXKEM CYOUTh, IOTOMY 4YTO CHa TaK He CXOxKa C
TeM, YTO BUOUM, KaK He IIOXO0XK KeJyOb Ha Oy0, KOTOPHIU MOXKET U3 XKenyas
BHIUTH... HO Benp BCe 3TO B31Op, U MenuTta He yOepXKUTCSA B 9TOM HAaCTPOEHUU, U
OHO CKOPO 3aMEHUTCS OPYyruM, 0oJee JKU3HEHHBEIM U 00jiee CBOMCTBEHHBIM
MOJIOLOU KpacaBulle, K KOTOPOU FOPUT HEXKHOIO CTPACThIO TAKOU COBEPIIEHHBIN
Kpacasell, Kak HeBUHHBIU [Ipymennuii!.. Begb oHa gaBHO 0 HeM gyMaert!.. He oHa
nu, MenuTa, Hay4yusa ero MHOTUM 3HAaHUAM; OHA pa3BUjla B HEM U JIOBKOCTb U CUILY
U 4acTo caMa JIro00Bajach UM M CaMa C HUM COCTsI3ajlach U B 0ere u B OPYyTUX
yInpaXxHeHUsnXx... 1 pa3Be He OHa BUHOBAaTa, YTO B HEM 3apOAUjIach JII000Bb K HEU
Kak K XXeHIVHe U ceppalle [IpyneHUs 0aBHO YK I'OPUT CTPACTHBIM OTHEM,
KOTOpEHIN, 663 COMHEHNS, BCIILIXHET €ellle CUJIbHEee Teleph, Koraa ANKel yoaauscs B
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obracTh Aupa... Benb HejapoM ke TaM, IIpeq IocjiaMu Hapopa, Belllas meBa
CoeOUWHHUIIA UX PYKU Han TesioM Ankes!.. Pa3Be MoxkeT ke ObITh, YTOOH TEIEPD
MenuTa caMa BCe 3TO IToxXKejlajla pa3pyuuTs? Pa3se BO3MOXKHO MOJIOOOU U CTOJIb
KpacuBOU BOOBe, OLIBIIIEN KEHOI0 CyPOBOT'0 MyzKa, KaKOB OBIJT Mopexomel] ANKeH,
OTKa3aThCs OT CTPACTHHIX JIaCK M OOBSITHUN TaKOT0 HEKHOT'O IOHOIIM, KaK HEBUHHBIN
IIpypmermuin?..

Bernp OH Tak U3AIEH, TaK HEXKEH, YTO OOUH O0TKa3 MenuTel IPUHATE €ro K cebe
My2KeM HaBepHOe U 0e3 MaJjielmiero CoMHeHus yoner ero!.. [la; yoObeT ero, caMoro
CTPOMHOI'O ¥ KPaCUBOT0, CaMOI'0 JOOPOTro U JOCTAaTOYHOT O I0HOIITy Ha BCEM
nobepexbe! HeyKTo 3TO — TO, COBCEM OTBJI€UEHHOE U MaJio HOHSATHOe?.. HeyXkTo
eCTh TaKasl CTpaHHas Bepa, KOTopas MOXKeT IOOYOUTh XKEeHIITUHY OTBEPTrHYTh
B/IIOOJIEHHOTO B Hee MOJIOOOT0 KpacaBlla, Kak HeBUHHEIY [Ipynennuii? Het; 3T0 BCe
IIyCTAKU! HY2KHO TOJIBKO CKOpee [eJIo CBECTH K nouenysam! Ckopee yKpacUTb
IBeTaMU ajTapb Oora 1r00BH, CKOpee 3aCTaBUTh MeuTy IpUHECTH KEePTBY
['mmeny.

Bcemu TakumMu C006pa}KeHI/I5{MI/I 1 HageXOoaMH BOOBa E(l)pOCI/IHa BIOOXHOBHIIA
IIBIJIKYIO OYIITY TEeMHOKOXKeu MapeMbI, OEBYIIIKHK, BO3PaAcCT KOTOpOfI OOCTHUr caMou
OTHEBOU IIOPHI, " ECI)pOCI/IHa BOPYT yBHUOEJIA, KaK 3TOT OIOHb BCIOOY CBETHUT BO BCEM
TeJie MapeMm, Pa3IuBasiCh IIPAMO U3-IIOO YEPHBIX BOJTHHUCTHIX BOJIOC Ha €€ I"J'IaJIKHfI
J'I06, 6pOBI/I, IIOJIHBIEC HETHU I'JIa3d, Ha IIel0, Ha OPpOo2Kallue IIJIeYXd U I'PyOdb, KOTOPad
BOJIHOU 3axX0ouJjla 110 JIETKHUM IIOKPOBOM.

EdpocuHa Temepb TOYHO B IMEPBHIM pa3 yBUAasla MapeMy U TOJIBKO TeIephb
IMOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO 9Ta TEMHOJIUIIAS AEBYIIIKa TOXKe ITPeKpacHa, U XOTs KpacoTa
ee COBCEM He TaKOBa, KaK KpacoTa MeJIuTHI, HO 3aTO... 3[eCh AyX He MMOBeIeT
PacCIIpy C MJIOTHIO ¥ KPOBBIO... ITa HABEPHO HE CTAHET YKOPSTh MPUPOOY 3a
omHOOOpa3ue OOIIUX BCEeM JIIOSIM KeJlaHui!

U BpmoBa Edpocuna cama He ycremuna 3a co0010, KaK OHa yBJIEKIaCh CTPaCTHOU
KpacoTow MapeMsl: OHa KOCHYJIach Cierka 00erMMu pyKaMu ee Ijled U II0TOM
yNIBIOHYJIach U, OBICTPO OTOABUHYB €€ OT ce0sl, BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Hy u9To 3T0, IpaBo, Kak Tl KpacuBa, Mapema! Boo6Gpa3u, 4TO OO 9TOW MUHYTHI S
TeOs1 OyATO COBCEM He Bupasa!

— Bot Kak! — oTo3Basacek mytiuBo MapeMma. — Y Hac B PUHUKUY, OTKyHa S POLOM,
€CTb MHOTO KpacaBHIl; ObITh MOXKET, U MaTh MOSI TOXKe Obljla 13 KPaCUBHIX.

— A THI ee He Bugasna’?

MapeMa MOJI9a OTPUIIATEJIFHO IIOKAa4adlla I'OJIOBOIO.
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— W BOBCe He 3Haellb ee?
— W BoBce He 3Har0. MHaue OnI 51 He ObIJIa IIpodaHa ciofa B pabCcTBo.

— Ia, ma, ma! — MomnBuia, TouHo OyaTo B cebe camoii, E¢ppocuna. — W 3Haemb nu,
Opyr Mo MapeMa, THI YK CIIUIIIKOM XOpolila AJjig paOblHU... MeuTa, MOXKET ObITh, U
He Jenala omubKM, YTO Aeprkasa Tebsi, MoKa oHa Obllla 3amMyxkeM 3a AnkeeM. K
HeMy OHa OblJla paBHOYIIIHA, ¥ Thl HEe MOTJia BO30yXKaaTh B HEM PeBHOCTHU, HO KOrfa
My2KeM ee CTaHeT ChiH Mo [IpymeHuuii... BOT yK Torma s el He IIOCOBETYIO 3TOrO...
Trel He Oe301acHa... [1oJ oHOM KpPHIIIel ¢ TOOO0I BCSIKOM XKeHe MOJIXKHO OBITh
TPEBOXKHO... Tl ONbsIHSAEMIb... OT Te0SI 4eM-TO BeeT... I 6010Ch — 3TO, OBITh MOXKET,
OOYPSAIOLINY 3alax 3aK0JIHOBAaHHOIO KOPHH...

Mapema pacxoxoTajiach, a EppocuHa Bcepbe3 mpomosizKaia BOPYaTh:

— Her, npaBo... beguni [Ipynenuuii!.. He rIsou Ha HETO 3TUMU XKI'YYUMU
rna3amu, Mapemal.. { moctaparcs Tebe HauTu JOOPYIO FOCIOXKY, KOTOpas
3amnnaTuT 3a Tebs1 MenuTe XOpOIyIo IIeHy 1 O0yaeT ¢ To00M XOopomio o6pamiaThCs.

— A pa3Be y TOU I'OCIIOKM HET MyKa”?
— EcCTp, HO OH yXXe O4eHb cTap.

— DTOo TeM JIydllle: TeM OH CKOpee BO3HEHABUIUT CBOIO CTApyIo KEeHY U CTaHET
THYTBCS K KOJIEHaM KPaCHUBOM HEBONIbHUIIEL... M Torga 9Ta mobpas rocroxa, K
KOTOPOM THI XOUEIllb MEHSI YCTPOUTD, UCllapaliaeT HOTTSIMU JIUII0 MapeMHbl U
IIPOJacT MeHs ellle XyaImien Mmerepe. Tak-To BOT TPYOHO YCTPOUTHL CO MHOIO. Ho THI,
o BooBa EdpocuHa, He OeCIOKOMCS: 3Hall, YTO He HeBOIbHUIIA OoJbIle... Mapema
cBobongHa. MemnmuTa nogapuia MHe BOJIIO.

— HaBHO nmu? — CeronHs XKe HOYbIO, KOT'Ja el Ka3aJIuCh TaK CKY4YHEI BCe
IIOBTOPEHUS B CYNIPYKECKOM XKU3HU. TyT OHa 3ax0oTeJjia, YTOOH! U OIS MEHS He
IIOBTOPSANINCH TeP3aHbs HeBoNU. [la, 1 cBoObonHa, BooBa EdpocuHa, u cuuraro
3eMHYIO0 JII000Bb Pa3HOIIOJIBIX JII0fiel BhICOYaUIIel yCciaafoko KU3HU... {1 morma OFHL...
U gaxe xoTejia ObI IPUHECTU MO€e TeJIO B JKepTBY IIpu xpaMe M3unel iy Mory gaThb
BHyYaT MaTepu KPaCHUBOTO M CUJIBHOTO IOHOIIY, HO... TEl 3Haellb... U BO MHE €CTh
CMYVILEHbE. ..

— YemM ke THI CMyIlleHa?
— A BOT TeM CaMBIM, UTO IPOUCXOOUT C MenuToun...

— YT0 X TebOe KaxeTca?
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MapeMa OBUHYJIa CBOUM CMYTJIBIM IIJIEYOM U, B3SBIIM 3a 00e PyKU BOOBY
Edpocuny, mpurHyiach K ee JIMIy U CKa3ajla el TUXO U BHSTHO:

— MHe nHOra ToXe KaXeTCsd... YTO OH I'Ie-TO €CThb...

— Kt0?

— ToT, KTO Hay4uIJI ee 3HATh YTO-TO TaKOe, Yero Mbl He 3HaeM.
— Taxk nycTe OHa 3TO MOKazXKerT.

— OHa ellle He HaIIlJIa... @ BCe X04YeT UCKaTh, 4Yero MblI He UIIeM... KTO OH, KOTOPHBIA
OaeT ey 3Ty CUJIy TePHEeTh BCe, UTO MOCHIIaeTCsS B XKU3HU, U OTKa3bIBaThCS OT
BCETO, UTO IIPUBSA3LIBAET K 3TOM KM3HU... 3aY€M OHa HajlaraeT Ha ce0s y3bl, a MeHs
omapsieT ceobomoii?.. O Edppocuna! Urto, ecnu Menuta npaBei Hac!.. YTo, eciu MbI
He BCe LIeJIMKOM 3[1eCh Ha 3eMJie HadaJluCh U He 30eCh KOHYUMCS, YTO, €CJIN
B3allpaBAy 3[eCh TOJIBKO IIKOJia uiu roctuHuna?.. Kak torga cteigHo!.. Kak Torma
ctpamrHo! d xouy Korga-HuOyab 3TO IPOHUKHYTh... X04UY 3TO IOHATL... U s BCe, 4TO
MHe HYXKHO, nouMy... He Bepb, BooBa EdpocuHa, 4TO OOHU TOJIBKO CTapIlbl IIOM
OJIUHHBIMM TOTaMHU MOTYT HOHSATH, B YeM HACTOSIIIUU CMBICI JKU3HHU... B TO XKe
caMoe BpeMs, KOTrfia S CJIBIIIY CBOMMM yIlIaMHU, KaK IIyMUT MOSI KPOBb U CTy4YUT MO€
cepfle, S CIBIIIY U YTO-TO APYTrOe... YTO-TO TaKOe, 4YTO, BEPOSITHO, ellle IBCTBEHHEU
CIIBIIIaIa MOS TOCIIOXKa W YTO ee chaeJajo...

— CyMacuieniner Ha BpeMs, Thl XO4elllb CKa3aTh?

— [Hal!.. {, smpoueM, He 3HaO0... 1 HE 3HAI0, YTO X04y S CKa3aTb. MHe KaXeTcs, U A
OynTo 6pexy.

Edpocuna mornaguna MapeMy 1o IIjiedy U CKa3asa:

— W BupsiMb 00€ BBl OU€Hb MOJIOALI, U 00EUM BaM YTO-TO IIPECTaBIsIETCS, YETO
BOBCe HeT... BBl 0UeHb [0JIro KUIu ofHU, 6e3 CyIpyKeCKUX jack... Bce aTo HaM,
cTapyxaM, 3HakKoMo. [ToycepacTByliTe OpaKy, HapoxkalTe moOoJbIlle geTel ma
XOPOIIIEeHbKO BCKOPMUTE UX MOJIOKOM Ballle TPyAu — BOT BaM U OyOeT HaCTOSIIUMN
CMBICII KM3HU. A Tenepb uagu, Mapema, K MenuTe U CKaXXu €U, 4TO K HEU CKOPO
MIpSiy U IIPUHECY el BKyCHYIO pei0y. MBI ¢ Hell cerofHs Ke KOHYUM 0 Opake...
Bennsrii [Tpymeruuii u 6e3 TOTo 0XKUaJl €€ JIaCK CIIUIIKOM [OJIT0 M CJIMIIKOM
TAXKKO TOMUTCS.

B 3T0 MrHOBEHUE [0 CliyXa XKEeHIIUH, KaK HapO4YHO, JOCTUT U3-3a TOJICTOTO
3aHaBeca TOMUTeJIbHBIN Open IIpyneHus:

— O, He ypansaucd... He ygansduics, Menurta!l.. dBu MHe MUIOCEpPOMeE... CTaHb TBOEIO
HOT'0I0 Ha 3TOT JIUCT, KOTOPBIA pacTeT y TPONUHKHU... KOCHUCS ero TBOEI HOT 010,
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yTOOBI OemHbIN [IpyOoeHIMi MOT T00BI3aTh ero mocne... Caenai, 4To0 s MOTyduI
o6JieryeHre B MOUX TATOCTHBIX MyKax! £ BO3bMy 3TOT JIUCT U ITOKPOIO €T0
JI003aHUSIMU... 1 000TPY UM MOM CJIe3bl, KOTOPEIMHU MJIavy 0 Tebe JHEeM U HOYbIO,
CKpPHIBas OT BCEX, O UeM 5 JeNCTBUTENILHO MJladyy, U... 3aTEM... I IIOJIOKY 3TOT JIUCT
Ha Moe cepzie... YTOOBl OHO IIepecTasio OUTHCH... IePECTAJIO0 KUTh... IOTOMY YTO
XKU3Hb 0e3 Tebs OJid MeHs MCIIOJTHEeHa MYKH, 1 Ha CBeTe HeT HUKOTO, KTO OBl [JIs
MeHSI YTO-HUOyOb 3HAYUII... I yX0XKYy... ... ©c4ye3aro, MenuTa!

— KakoBoO 3TO ciblIIIaTh MaTepu! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa BOooBa EdpocuHa.

— Jlaxxe 1 He MaTePH ITO CJIBIIIATEL Y2KAaCHO! — OTBeTHIa BCS B BOJTHEHbe MapeMa,
1 00e OHM PaA30IlIUCH B Pa3Hble CTOPOHH: EdpocuHa K 6a3apy, roe mpogaBaiu
peIOY, @ MapeMa — K qOMy MeJUTHI.

XII

Edpocuna sBunacs Kk Menute, Kak obemanach, — CKOPO U C BKYCHBIM OJIFOIOM M3
pBIOBI, U KaK TOJIBKO IIPHUIIA, TaK Cpa3y JKe Hadajla C Hel pa3rOBOPH!, KJIOHAIIUECS
K TOMY, 4TOOBI ITIOJTy4YUTh OT MenuThH cornacue Ha Opaxk c [Ipynernuem. OHa xoTena
KOHYUTH C 3TUM KaK MOXKHO CKOpee U AyMaJsia, 4To MenuTa He CTaHET
yIOpPCTBOBaTh; HO EppocuHa ommubdnack B CBOUX COOOpaxKeHUIX.

Hampacho BmoBa EdpocuHa momBoauia, YTO TENEPDh Y HUX B ABYX AOMax,
CBSI3aHHBIX CTAPUHHOIO APY2K0010, OCTAJICS TOJIBKO OOUH MYyKYWHA, MOJIOMION U
HeBUHHBIN [IpyneHuii, — 4To OHU 00€e, TOo ecTh EdpocuHa u MesnuTa, JOIKHBI €T0
nmobepeusb, TaK KakK OH HyKeH uM o6euM. M 4TO camoe Jydliiiee; UM BCEM
COEOUHUTHCS U KUTH OOHUM 00IIUM X0351UCTBOM. [1ycTh [IpymeHIInii BO3bMeT cebe
KOPMIIIMKa B IOJII0 ¥ YXOOUT B MOPE 1 CHOBA BO3BpaAIllaeTCsi, a OHU OyOyT ero xkaaTh
¥ CHOesaloT OJIsi Hero BO3BpallleHHe JOMOM PafoOCTHLIM 1 CYACTINUBHIM.

— A HemocTaTKOB 00SITHCSI HE HAflo, — ITPOM0JIXKajia ToBOpUTh Edppocuna, —
[IpymeHIuii y2Ke 3HAeT BCe MeCTa, I'le UTO IMOKYIIaid 1 4To ITpofaBanu ['udac u
Arnkel, ¥ TIOBeHeT HeJio, KakK OHO IIJIO0. f YK cTapa, U MHe He Hy>KHBI HU 3aIlsSICThs,
HU KOJIbIla, HU IIETIN — SI BCe UX OTaaM Tebe C pamoCcThio, YTOOHI TH UX mpubpana
BMeCTe C TBOMMU U HajleBaJia, Korga 4To 3axouelnb. A KpoMe Toro... Kpome Toro
(EdbpocuHa moHmM3MIa Iojioc), MpaBaa UJib HEeT, HO OblJIa MOJIBa B JIIOAsSX, OyaTo O
I'ndac u Ankeit B caMoM fiejie MHOTAa pa3buBasiy YyxKue Jlagbu U OBJIafieBaliu
HACHUJIbHO YYyKHUM UMYIIeCTBOM. Y 4TO OHU OTHUMAJIU, TO BCE OTBO3U/IU Ha
MaJIeHbKHM OCTPOBOK, @ OCTPOBOK 3TOT I'fie-TO 3aTEPT CPEeAM CKaJl U HUKOMY, KpoMe
X, Heu3BecTeH. [10 OCTPOBKa 3TOT0, TOBOPST, OYEHDb TPYAHO A00paThCs cpenu
OCTPHIX KaMHel 1 OyPHBIX ITPOTOKOB, HO caM 110 cebe ocTpee OYOTO IPUTOMEH OIS
KU3HU — IIOKPHIT 3€JIeHbI0, UMeeT UCTOYHHUK CJIaJlKOM BOMLI, Oeryiiel CBepxy U3
KaMHs, ¥ B CepeiiHe OHa HaJ APYToi ABe Iellepbl — OgHa C TaKUM BXOLOM, YTO

skazolet.com Crpanwuna 32



BPOBEHB C 3eMJIEI0, a B IPYTYIO BlIe3Th OYeHb TPYOHO... B BepxHel melepe y HUX
M3[OaBHA YCTPOEHO YIOTHOE XKUJTHIIE, B KOTOpoM Ankei u I'ndac Kumu u
CKPBIBAJIMCh, BELICMATPHUBasi B Mope HoObiuy. OTCIoia OHU BBIIJIBIBAINA, HATTagallu U
rpabuay ¥ MOTOM BAPYT McUYe3au C HarpabneHHbIM. [lemepsl 9TU He PHITHE, @ OHU
caMu 00pa30BalIKCh, ¥ Ta U3 HUX, KOTOpas Obljla B cCaMOM BepXy, Ha 0OpHIBE
BBICOKOM CKaJIbl, ObIJIa TaK TIIATEeJIbHO CKPBITA, YTO €€ HU 3a YTO He OTKPOEeT Hu4eu
IMOCTOPOHHUY T'J1a3, a IpoOpPaThCs B Hee MOXKHO, TOJIBKO ITPHUCTABUBIIY XKEP/b,
CKPBITYIO B IOTAaEHHEUIIIEM MeCTe Ha JHe TEMHOTO yIesbsi. CTOUT Ke TOJIBKO
MIPUHSTH U yOpaTh 9Ty KEPAb, U 9Ta BEPXHS Iellepa gelaeTcss HegocTynmHoo. Ho
3aTO CHa HEeBeJIMKa B CPAaBHEHUYU C HUXKHEW, B KOTOPOH, 3a MHOTO JIET COBMECTHBIX
TpymoB Ankest ¢ T'udacom, cobpaHo MHOTO foO6pa — MHOTO 3allacoB IIIeHa, U
®OPYKTOB CYIIEHBIX, U PBHIOBI CyIIIeHOM, ¥ 60YOHKOB C PAa3HLIMU BUHAMU U
OJTUBKOBBLIM ¥ OPEXOBBIM MaCJIOM; HO, KpOME TOT'0, €CTh U TIOKHU U Ie/Ible CKPBIHU C
OeX OO0l M YTBApPhIO, €CTh M KOXKMU, U IyPITyP, XU BCE, O YeM TOJIbKO MOIKHO
MMOAyMaTh.

— Ila, u Bce 9TO 4ykKoe... U Ha BCEM 3TOM CJIe3bl ¥ KPOBb T€X, ¥ KOTO 3TO OTHSJIU, —
nepebuna Menura.

— Hy nma, pa3ymeeTcsi, Te, y KOr0 3TO ObIO OTHSTO, — OHU, MOXKET OBITh... U
IJTaKaJId... fa BeOb YK 9TO BCe ObUIO [aBHO...

— A Bce-Taku OBLIO.

— Hy, Ovl110, KOHEYHO.

— A ux He XKaJIeJau U rPaduIn... Ja ¥ XKUIHU JIUIIUIN UX...
— MoxeT OBITh.

— HeT — He «OBITH MOXKET», @ 9TO HaBepHOe Tak ObI/Io! A UX MaTepH, U KEeHBI, U
OeTU, KOHEYHO, UX XKOaJu... TOJIIUIIUCh, PEIOAIU U IPOKJIMHAIU 3JI00EUCTBO...
HaIux MyxKeu... Ankes ¢ I'mdacom!

— Hy, BOT THI OIATH Ky[a BCe II0BepHYyJa, Menura!

— ¢ He 3HAI0, KaK MOXKHO ClI0fjJa HE CBOpayuBaTh... He BUHOBaTa 5, YTO MOU OyX BCe
TyHa TNISSOUT, KyOa Bbl HE XOTUTE CMOTPETh. I CMOTpPIO, YTO co cMepTu ['ndaca
MIPOIIJIO Y2K TPU I'ofa, U B 3TO BpeMs AJIKel XOOUJI B MOP€e C TBOUM CHIHOM...
Benuwrit [Ipymenunii! 6egubiii, HeBUHHBIN [IpymeHiuii... OH MOJTYUT, OH CKPBIBAET,
HO, KOHEYHO, ¥ OH BCe 3TO 3Ke caMoe Jejajl, YTO fesian AJKei, -OH IToMoTral
HACTUTaTh JIIOOEeH B MOpe, OTHUMAaTh Yy HUX BUHO, GPYKTHI, X71e0 U Opyrue TOBapHl, a
CaMUX JIIOIOeH TOIMUTDL B BOJTHAX... ¥ OMTh UX BECJIOM, €CJIM OHH BBIIIJIBIBAIOT. ..
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— Ax, Menuta, — Bellb U BCe TaK U B XKU3HU, KaK B MOpe, — OOWUH ObET U TOIIUT
opyroro!

— OT1o npaBpa! Y BOT 5TO y Bac Ha3bIBaeTCA «XKUTH»!.. Be4HO crieguTh OpyT 3a
OPYTroM, THAThCsI, OTHUMATh U ITPUCBAaUBATh BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MOXKHO IIepeOUTh U3
PYK OPYT y OPYyTa, U BCe 9TO NPSATATh B HEJIOCTYITHBEIX MeCTaX... [[JIsg KOoro?.. os
4yero?.. HeT, s He cIiopio, YTO TaKOBa BCs Hallla XKU3Hb — Ha BOAE U Ha CYIIe, HO A
He TOOHAa K HeH; 5 ee He X04y... I He cTaHy O0POThCS 3a OOIBIIYIO [IOJII0 Yero OBl TO
HU OBIIIO B KU3HU. U Temeps s MOTy BCe 3TO CHAEeJaTh, IIOTOMY YTO KOHYMHA ANKes
MeHs pa3pelusa OT Bcex o0eIauui.

Torpa BmoBa Edpocuna oOHsIa ee ¥ IPSIMO CKa3ajla el, YTO OHa IIPHUIIJia K Hel O
TOT'0, YTOOBI ITPOCUTDH €€ COTTIaCUThCS Ha HOBBLIM Opak C CTPACTHO BJIIOOJIEHHBIM B
Hee [IpyneHuueM, HO MenuTa BOCKJIUKHYIIA:

— Kak! onsiTe Opak!.. OnsaTh cHOBa 00eTHI U CHOBa 3a00TH 00 ux ucmonHenuu? O,
HUKOT[Ia ¥ HU 3a 4YTO Ha cBeTe!

— Ho yeM ke nipoTtuBeH Tebe ChIH Mou [IpymeHInn?

— TBoO¥M CBHIH MHE HHMYEM He IPOTHUBEH, HO MHE IPOTHUBHEI 0053aTeIbCTBA HOBOTO
Opaxka.

— I[Mouemy xke?
— ¢ He cumMTalo 3a Iydlllee B XKU3HU AyMaTh Bcerga 00 yroXIOeHUSIX MYyXKY.
— YT0 Ke MOXKeT ObITh JIy4Yllle 3TOT0?

— Yto nmyurte aToro?.. 2Kuthk ms obiiero 6i1ara, a 0co6JImBO TeX, KOMY TPYIOHO
KWBETCS Ha cBeTe. B 3TOM ecTh BOJIA OTIa HaIero 6ora.

— Boru xkemnawT, 4TOOHI TIOOY XKUJIU U Pa3MHOXKaIUCh. MenuTa Mojidaa.

— B camomMm pmerne, 4TO IpeB30UAET BOCOUTaAHNE YEeCTHBIX I'paXKgaH B CBOUX OeTAX?
— IToMome BCeM OeTsIM 4yKMM BbIPACTaTh IPU MEHBIIUX CTPaJaHUIX.

— TBI TOBOPUILIL HETIOHATHLIE U HEIIPUSITHBIE MBICIM, MenuTal

— 4 roBOpPIO IPOCTHIE CAMbI€ MBICJIH.

— T&I X04elllb OCTaThCA OgHA?

— 3aueM xke? d Oymy nIpu TeX, KOMy MOTY CAeJiaTh YCIIYyTy UJIU II0Jb3Y.

— Tak BOT 4 HAUHU: COeJlal YCIyTy; IPOHUKHUCH COXKAJIEHhEM K TOCKE U
CTpafaHUsIM CTPACTHO BIIOOJIEHHOT0 B TeOsT Moero chkiHa! TpOHbCSI CTeHaHUSIMU
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HeBUHHOTO [IpymeHNsI, KOTOPBIM TaK MHOTO TEPIIUT, IOTOMY YTO BECh KEHCKUU
po[ OJist Hero BOILJIONIIAeTCs B OMHOM TOJIbKO Memnure...

— Ax, octaBb 310, BOoBa Edppocuna! KTo kaxXKaeT TOro, 4ero xKaKIaeT ChIH TBOU, TOT
He WCCOXHET OT XKaXX[IHl.

— Ila, — mmpopoKajsa BOOBa, — BOT KakK MejuTa xkKecToka! MenuTa He BHEMJIET
€My U JakKe He YyBCTByeT HUKaAKOI'0 COCTpafaHbs K cjie3aM, KOTOpPhIe TEKYT M0
CMODPIIIEHHBIM IlIeKaM ee TeTKU U MaTepu [IpyneHus, 6emHou BOoBbl EGQPOCUHEI.

MenuTa B3rysgHyNIa Ha EQpocuHy u yBuaana, 4TO B CaMOM fAeJjie BCe JIULO ee MOKPO
U TI0 I1eKaM OBICTPO 0eryT mOTOKaMU CIIe3HI.

— DTO KEeCTOKO CO CTOPOHEL Bac 000ux, — cKa3ajla Menura.
Ho Edpocuna 3akavasa rojoBoio U cKa3sasa:
— M 3TO THI 2Ke TOBOPHUIIIE O JKECTOKOCTHU!

— Ia, 9TO g TOBOPIO O Balllel JKECTOKOCTHU U He YKOPSIO BaCc, HO TOJIbKO X04y, YTOOBI
BBl MEHS IIOHSAIHU. BOT Teneps s CKaxy, B 4eM BBl JKECTOKU: S BEPIO, UTO JIIOOAM
OaHO CPEIOCTBO KUTh BEKU BEKOB U YTO OT YeJI0BeKa 3aBUCHUT BOUTH B 9Ty BEUHYIO
KW3Hb UM YTaCHYTh B IIpefeliaXx KOPOTKOr 0 Yaca, II0Ka Hallla cBeda TOPUT 3TeCh
Ha 3eMmiie. BOoT Tak MHe JaHO, 4YTO OyX MOU IIPOCHYJICSA OT IIPUPOOHOIO CHA, H,
MIPOCHYBIINCH, OH CJIBIIINUT I'OJIOC, KOTOPEIM €r0 TPOMKO 30BET, U BEJIUT eMy OpocaTh
moJiou ¢ ce0sl BCsIKMe IMyTHL... MoU oyX Xo4eT 0exaTh Tyfa, OTKyHda CIIBIIIEH eMy
30B, @ BEI OIISITh XOTUTE MHE CIIyTaTh HOTY CTPACTHBIMU IPUBA3aHHOCTSAMU U
HaBSA3BIBaTh MHE 00€Thl, KOTOPHIX 5 JaBaTh HE MOTY, IIOTOMY 4YTO... I HE MOTY
HUKOMY 00eIaThCs...

— HeyXenu xKe TH YyBCTBYeIllb Ce051 TaKOI0 HEIIOCTOSIHHOIO?

— Ila 4TO THI IpUCTAEIIb KO MHE C IIOCTOTHCTBOM! B yeM Hafo 3aCTHITh... B KAKOM
IMOCTOSTHCTBE? 51 ceromHst Takasi, Kak eCcThb, a, OBITh MOXKET, 3aBTPa ke OyX MO
YBUOUT ellle 4YTO-HUOYOb MIUpe, ¥ KOTHa IMOAPACTyT €Tro KPHIJIbS, OH YCTPEMUTCS
KyOa-HUOYOb BBIIIE W Jajlbllle... B BEUHOCTh!..

— Yero xke u nyumie! — nepebuna ee E¢ppocuHa, — BOT U ITOXKEPTBYM COO0I0 —
coBepiu cyacThe [IpymeHnusi, KOTOPBLIM TaK CTPACTHO BTI0OIEH B TEOS U TaK
y2KaCHO CTPafaeT, YTO TepPsIeT Pa3Iudue MeXay TEM, YTO BUOUT B SIBE U YTO €My
TPEe3UTCs B My4YUTEJIbHBIX CHaX. benHbll pebeHoK! BooOpaxkeHbe ero ¢ To000 He
paccTaeTcss HU Ha MUHYTY, @ YCTa ero IMOCTOSTHHO MendyT uMs MenuThl. begHbri
[Mpynmennuii! Cropasi orieM IOHBIX XKeJJaHUM, yCTa ero j10063ai0T BO3OyX, B KOTOPOM
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OH YyBCTBYyeT TeOsI CKBO3b CTEHHI U CKaskl... O, cxKaJbcsi! cxKaJrbCcst Hag HUM!
Cxanbcda Han obouMu HamMu, MemnuTta!l

Tak oKOHYMJIa CBOM Pa3roBOP CTPAcTHOU npockOou BmoBa EdpocuHa u, o61mBasich
cjie3aMH, C IPOCTEPTHIMU pyKaMu Opocuiiach Ha 3eMJII0 epeq HoraMu MeJuTHI.

ITonozxkeHre MenuThl OBIJIO OYEHb TATOCTHO, HO OHA, OOHAKO, He CKJIOHHJIACh K
npockbam BOOBEI E(POCHHEBI ¥ XOTS CTapasiach II0Ka3aTh elf CBOe COXKaJIeHue U
ydacTue, HO He IojjaBajla HUKaKUX HaJleXX[ K COTjlacuio Ha Opak.

— Kak! — BocknukHyna Torga E¢ppocura. — HeyKTo THI XKemaenrb ObITh
HEeNpeKJIOHHA [aXke B TOM ciiydae, ecnu [IpyneHuui ymMpeT UM yTpaTUT pacCymoK?

— 711 4ero rOBOPUTH O TOM, YETO eIlle He CIIyYHUIIOCh? — OTBedYasia C II0IaBIsI€MbIM
B cebe HeTeprieHbeM. MenurTa.

— Pa3Be THI MOYUTaEIb 32 HEBO3MOXKHOE, YTOOHI YEJI0BEK YTPATHUII PACCyAOK OT
MydeHUU 1100Bu?.. Begb 9T0 OBIBaeT.

— O, 6pIBaeT, KOHEYHO! — oTBedasa MenuTa, — HO OBIBAET IIOTOMY, YTO JTIOOU
caMu OTHAIOT ce0sl B JKEPTBY CBOUM I'PyOBIM KeJIaHUSIM U He XOTAT UM
MIPOTHUBUTHCH.

— A TBI gyMaelrb, 4YTO 3TUM JKeJTaHUSIM MOXKHO ITPOTUBUTHLCS?
— O, emte 6Or1!.. KoHEUYHO...

Ho B 3T0 camoe BpeMsi [0 cimyxa 00eux JKEeHIIUH OOCTUTIIA I'POMKIHE KPUKH
MapeMtrl, KoTopas 6exkaJjla K oMy ¥ Kpudaja U3gaiu:

— TI'ocnoxa Edpocuna! I'ocrioxka Edpocuna! criemu ckopeit K goMy... y Tebs
cny4unochk Oonbiioe HecyacTue! [IpyneHIMN cTan yMBIBaThCS U BOPYT yOapusicsa oo
[I0J1 ¥ Tellepb KaTaeTCs C IIEHOU y pTa U PEIKAET, KaK JIbBEHOK... MBI ero BIsiTEPOM
HaCHUJly gepxKaid, a TOpIIevyHUK AraB 00JI0KUJI €My T'OJI0BY MOKPOIO TJIMHOM, HO
CIlelllN, TOCIIOXKa, — 3TO BCe enBa Iu moMoxkerT... bennawii [Ipymernuil! OegHBIN
[MTpymeniuii! oH efBa 1M BOPOTUTCA K KU3HMU.

XIII

YcneimaB 0 TaKOM KecTodaillieM cTpagaHUM ChiHa, BOoBa EdpocuHa TOMbKO MoOJTYa
Opocwuia B3TJISAMI, IIOJTHBIM YKOpPa, MesnuTe u, 1103a0bIB CBOU 'Ok, moOexkasia JOMOH,
rae Tep3ancs [IpyoeHnui; a MapeMa MexX TeM pacckalalia Memnute nogpoobHee,
Kak Bce 3T0 cny4uusiock. OHa IIOBTOPUJIAa €M BCe TO, UTO yKe 3HaeM, U IOTOM
mpubaBuiia TUXO:
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— HampacHo CKphIBaTh, YTO OH BCE 3TO TEPIIUT OT TOMJIEHBbS XKE€CTOKOI'0 YyBCTBa,
KOTOPHIM BeCh K Tebe IToJIoH. ThI, KaK ITPUPOOa, BIaCTBYeIllb Hall BCEM €T0
cyuiecTBoM... [IlecTrs 4emoBeK Hac ¢ AraBoM, KOTOPHIM IMOOOCIIEN K HaM, ObIJI HE B
COCTOSTHUM CJIQOUTDh C HEMOHOM, KOTOPBIM HAITPST MBIIIIEI FOHOIIHY ¥ BCIIEHUII B HEM
KPOBb OO TOTO, YTO BCE YCTa ero OOIUINCS PO30BOM MEHOM; HO eBa S 3aKpHI/ia ero
IMIOMYTHUBIIIHECS TJIa3a TBOUM MMOKPHIBAJIOM, KOTOPOEe BecCjia Ha Ijledax, YTOObI
BBIMBLITH €T'0 ¥ UCTOYHUKA, [IpymeHIIni BOPYT CTUX U 3alllenTall:

«Menura!.. 6mu3ko MenuTta!.. 6oru!.. mycTh 1 yMpy IIpexkae, 4eM oHa ymaauTcs!..»

— W, npoctu MeHs, rocroxa, — 3akjaounia MapeMa, — OH Tak CTpafali, u4To 5 He
MOTJia B34Th Y HETO TBOE IIOKPHIBAJIO... [IycTh eMy OyZeT HeMHOXKe4Ko jierde... OH
o0MOTaJl B HEro CBOM PYKM U IIPUKaJ ero K Ccepplly, U MaJio-lloMally B HeM
CYOOPOTH CTUXJIU... OH, MOXKeT OBITh, Jaze... yCHEeT Uu...

— Yro0?

— IlepetigeT 6€3 HOBHIX CTPAdaHUM B IIapPCTBO TeHEelM. MenuTa MMOoaHsIachk C MecTa u
cKa3zasa:

— IloiimeMm Tyma BMecTe!

— Kak!.. Tel X04enrb UATH TyHda... B 10M EQpPOCUHEI, e TeXUT HeCUaCTHBIN
[MpymeHI1Inii, C TOJIOBOIO, TOPSINEHN B OTHE M 00JT0KeHHOM MOKPOIO TJIMHOM?

— Hy nma, koHeuHO!
— 3auyeM ke NOoupgelsb TH Tyga?
— 3auem?.. TaMm cTpagaeT 4eIOBEK, U I X04y UATHU TyOa.

— KoHeuHO, He ¢ TeM, 4YTOOHBI YCUJIUTh €ro cTpafmaHue?.. Tbl He OTHUMEIb Y HETO
CBO€ ITOKpHIBasio? Thl He THEBAEUILCSI Ha MEHs, UTO S TaM OCTaBUJjia 9Ty TKaHb?

MenuTa oTBeYassa, YTO OHa HUMAaJIo He CePAUTCs Ha Mapemy, a HalTpOTUB, JaxKe
pafa, YTO Ta OCTaBUJIa ITOKPHIBAJIO, CHOEJIaBIllee KaKoe-TO YIOBOJILCTBUE Kalpu3y
6onbHOTO IIpymeHuus, u mobaBusia, YTO € BCe paBHO, YTO 00 Hel CTaHYT TOBOPUTDH
UM OyMaThb B CEJIeHUH, — YTO BCE 3TO HE CTOUT OOHOM MUHYTHI YE€JIOBEYECKOTO
CTpamaHus, eCJIM eMy eCTh CPeACTBO IIOMOYb.

— O rocnoxa mMosi! — pagoCTHO BCKpu4asia MapeMma. — Mgem ke CKopee, CKopee
CIIeLIMM B 9TOT oM Iyiada! Tel BlacTHa B II€JION IIPUPOLE MUJIOTO IOHOIIU, U
OIOHOTO 3BYKa TBOErO I'0JI0Ca, OOHOI'0 TBOETO NPUOIUKEeHus OyIeT JOBOJIbHO, YTOOEI
BO33BaTh [IpyaeHIIns K XKU3HU, €CJIM TOJILKO MBI ycIieeM BOeKaTh oL KPOB
Edpocunsl paHee, 4eM COBCEM OCTAHOBUTCS [ABUXKEHUE Cepilla B 'PyOHU ee ChIHA.
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— Tlocnemum!
— Ilocnemum! nmocnemum!

W ouu 00e CXBAaTUIKChH 3a PYKH U 00€ POBHO M MIMOKO mo0exXkaau, — OgHa scHas,
KakK [IeHb, pyras TeMHasi, KaK I0XKHas HOYb... FIX BOJIOCHI BesIJTUCh B BO3MyXe, U 3a
HUMM THXO PACCTHUIAJIOCH AbIXaHUe XKU3HU.

— O, THI crIacelb ero!.. TH cIlacelns! — IIenTasna, CxKuMas Ha 0ery pyky MenuThl,
Mapema...

— MozxeT OBITBh... — OTBeudasia el C TUXUM IIoXKaTheM MenuTa.
U 4yTO0 XKe ciyuyusnocs?

[Mpexpae yeM OLICTPHIE HOTY MenuThl U MapeMbl DOCTUTIIN KUJIUIIA BIOBEI
Edpocunbl, — yKaCHBIU OpUnafokK octaBui [IpymeHIns: OH CIOKOWMHO B3[OXHYJI,
CeJl CpenH IoJjia, Ha KOTOPOM JiezKaJl, YIBIOHYJICS CYacTINBOM YIBIOKOM U, IPOTSIHYB
BIlepel PYKU, BOCKJIUKHYII:

— Boru! xBana Bam BO BekHu... Cepanie MenuThl UCIIOJTHUIIOCH 2KAJIOCTU... MenuTa
BCTasna... MenuTa coemuT, 4YTOObl KallHYyTh POCUHKOM y4acThs Ha MO€ CTOpEeBIIIee
cepnue... Bot oHa, BoT! OTKpOuTE CKOpee 3aBecy!

U kak romnoc [IpymeHIus 3By4an yBePeHHOCTBIO M CUJION, TO JKeJlaHbe ero TOTYac
’Ke MCIIOJTHUIIM, a KOTla 3aBeca Obljla pacliaxHyTa, TOTOa BCe YBUOAJM ITepe Helo
PaCKpPaCHEBIITYIOCS OT OBLICTPO¥M XOOBbOBI IIPEKPAcHy0 MenuTy, a 3a Helo He MeHee
KpPaCHuBYIO B CBOeM pofae Mapemy.

— BMecTo omHOUM 00IerYuTeNnbHUIILI — K TeOe croelnaT gBe, — ITPOIIenTann
CTOPOHHUE XKEeHIIUHLI, CTOSIBIINE BO3/1e [IpymeHmus.

OH Xke Temnepb N0X0XK OBINT 00NIbIIIE BCero Ha pebeHKa, Y KOTOPOTO TOJILKO YTO
VHSIJIUCDH JK€CTOKHME MYKH, OT BOCIOMUHAHUS O KOTOPHIX €My B OTHO BpeMs U CJIagKo
u OOJIBbHO.

[TpymeHIME CUOENI U CMOTPEIT B JIUIA TPUILIEOIINX U ITOBTOPS, KaK OUTS,
yIIBIOAsICh:

— BoT 1 oHa... Menura... Mapemal!
XIV

Bpoosa EdpocuHa Oblla HECKa3aHHO pajfia, 4To MenuTa Mpullljia K HeM U caMa
BOOYUIO MOT/Ia YOeOUThCsI, KaK TSIXKKO cTpagaeT [IpyneHIM 1 KaK o0JierdyeHue ero
MYK IPSIMO 3aBUCHUT OT MenuThl, ¥ MenuTa BCe 3TO BUOeNa, He CIIOpuUia C Helo.
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Iloka3aTenbCcTBa OBUIN CIIUIIIKOM OYEBUOHBI, U MeJuTe cOenanoch sSiICHO, YTO el He
0OCTaBaJIoOCh HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH XKUTh B CBOEM JOME B OIHOM U TOM K€
ceneHuu, rae ObITT 4OoM BOOBH EdpocuHbl. 3mechk OHa OyIOeT IMOCTOSTHHO BCTpedaTh
[TpymeHIIMs, ¥ 9TO CTAHET yCUJIMBATh €r0 My4YHUTEIbHYIO CTPaCcTh, KOTOPOU OHa
OTBeuaTh He KejaeT. KaXkOblli YeI0BEK B 9TOM CeJIeHUN HelIpeMeHHO CTaHeT
YKOPSITh €e 3a JKeCTOKOCThb U OyJieT TOBOPUTH O €€ TJIyIIOM yIIPSIMCTBe, TaK KakK
3a00Ty 0 coxpaHeHUU B cebe HUYEM He MJIEHEHHOTO yXa BO BCe BpeMeHa JIIoAu
XKeJaau CYUTATh 3a «yIPSIMCTBO». A IIPUTOM [0 6€3yMUs JOCTHUTIIAasA CTPAcThb
[MpynmeHiust 3acTtaBisiia 00SIThCS, KaK OBl OH B OOUH U3 ITOOOOHBIX ITOPHEIBOB HE
IIOCSITHYJI Ha CBOIO JKW3Hb, U TOTAA rOPI0 OCUPOTeNoN BOoBE EdpocuHsl He OymeT
npenena, a mobpoit MenuTe He CHECTh BUAa BCeX 3THUX OEICTBUIH, B KOTOPHIX BCE
HeIIpeMEeHHO CTaHyT ee CYuTaTh BUHOBaTOU. Ellle ocTaBasioCh €1 pa3Be OOHO: TAUHO
IMOKUHYTh JOM U CeJIeHNe U CKPHIThCSA HaBeKHu... MenuTa Ha 3To OblJla TOTOBa, OHA
OBl yCTPOUIACh XKUTH C €IMHOMBICIIEHHOIO el IOIPYyT0l0 OeTCTBa, XPUCTUAHKOU
OpmMmuHuen, HO Benb [IpymeHIUM MOT ee BCIOy IIpecjiefoBaTh U Be3[e HapyIaa Obl
ee TIOKOM U IMTPOOOoJIKal Obl T'YyOUTH CBOIO XXKU3Hb. Hamo OBIIIO OTHICKATHL MHOM, OoJiee
yIOOOHBIM [IJIs BCEX BBHIXOM M3 9TOTO IIOJI0XKEeHHUS, U MeluTa pelliunsiach HellpeMeHHO
BBIAyMaTh UTO-HUOYOb O0Jiee yOOBIETBOPUTEJIbHOE U, 00IyMaB, IPUBECTU CBOE
pelleHune B IelCcTBUe, KaKrue Obl OHO HU IIPENCTaBJIIsAJIO TPYOHOCTH.

B TakoM HacTpOEHUU OHa IIpeAcTaa IIpeln BIioOIeHHEIMY I'1a3aMU UCCTYIIJIEHHOTO
[IpymeHIus, ¥ KOTHa YOOCTOBEPHUIIACH, YTO OH YCIIOKOUJICS ¥ MOXKET ee IIOHUMATh,
OHa Iofiajia eMy PYKY U CIOKOMHO CKa3aJsa:

— He npepaBaticst oTuyasgHuio, moopeit [IpymeHiuii. Tl He OyOelb BeYHO TOMUTHCS
TakK, KakK g0 cux nop ToMusics. C 3Tou Mmopkl s He Oyny Tebs u3beraTh U CTaHy
oyMaTh, KakK cfenaTh TeOs cY4aCTIUBBLIM, a TeOS YMOJISIIO: UMEN KO MHe: Bepy U
HEMHOXKKO TepIIeHbs. { ToXKe CUIIbHO B3BOJIHOBaHA, M MyX MOM HYXK[IaeTCs B
OTObIXE U TOKoe. [laii MHe MOOBITh B TUILIMHE C CaMOi0 COO0I0 TOJILKO TPU [OHS, a Ha
4YeTBEPTHIN OEeHb IPUXOU IIepe]l BeuepoM Ha Oeper Mops, rae CTOUT. Hallla JIoKa,
U TaM §1 CKaxXy Tebe, KaKoe ITpuaeT MHe pelleHrue, U OHO OyIeT TBepao HaCTOJIbKO,
YTO Thl MOXKEIIIb Ha HETO MOJIOXKUTHCS. [ToKa Ke, Ha Tp.U OHS, SIBU MHE IIPUSI3Hb —
OyIob TOKOEH.

— O, He Tpu OHS, a TPU r'ofla ST TOTOB XOAaTh TBOETO CJIOBA, — OTBETUII,
OXKUMBUBIIUCH, [IpymeHIni. — JIub OBl THI MEHSI HE OTBEpPTJIA... JIUIITh Obl MHE OBIIIO
Yero OXKUOaTh.

— Hy, Tpu roga — CIUIIKOM [0JITO€e BpeMs. Uepe3 TpH roja Thl CaM MeHSI MOXKEeIb
OTBEPTrHYTH, TaK Kak s TebOs crapiie... HeT, Thl TpU OHSA MOJOXKOM, U 9TO OyHmeT
IOBOJIBHO.
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— 4 orBepruy Tebs! O 6oru! o, pa3pa3uTe MeHs, CIIpaBedIuBLEIe OOTH, €CITU 3TO
BO3MOIXKHO, YTOOBI B Cepflle MOeM KTO-HUOyOb 3aMeHuI o6pa3 MenuTs!..

— He knauucs, [IpyneHnui, HU4eM U He 30BH BO CBUAeTeIu O0OT0B, O IPUPOLIE
KOTOPHIX TeOe Hu4ero He U3BECTHO. [IyCTh Jydlile BpeMs caMO IIOKaXKeT HaM,
KAKOBBI MBI U Y€T'O0 MBI JOCTOWHHI.

— Cornaces, cornaces! — BoCKIUKHYII [IpygeHnuii. — Ilenass BEY4HOCTh JOKaXKeT
Tebe, 4YTO THI OJIsI MEHS BCETO IOPOKEe Ha CBETEe U UTO HET HUUYEro, UYTO S Ipearnoyert
OBl TeOe Ha MUHYTY.

— Hy, xnou xe!

U oHa gpyXKeCcKu IpOCTUIach C HUM U C MaTephlo, BOoBou EdpocuHou, u ymina K
cebOe B moM CcBOU ¢ MapeMoli, 0OCTaBUB BIOBY U [IpymeHNIVS yCIOKOEHHBIMU U
TOTOBBIMM OXKU[ATh Yepe3 TPU OHS €€ PeIleHus.

Pertenust 9Toro ctanu X)KaaTh C JIIOOOIILITCTBOM U BCe IMPOYMeE JIIOU B CEIEHbE,
IIOTOMY YTO BCeM OBIJIO JTIOOOMBITHO: HE XUTPUT U MenuTta, IPUTBOPSSACH, OyATO
OHa He eJlaeT B3sITh cebe MyxKeM HeCpaBHEHHOM KPaCOTHI I0OHOITY, KOTOPBIN
CTpacTHO B/II0OJIEH B Hee U MOJIOXKE ee Ha TPU rofa.

— Yto-TO u3aMbICIUT MenuTta? KakoB ee yM U B 4eM €€ XUTPOCTh?

Tpu mHS IPONETENHU I BCEX B TIOOOIMBITHOM OXKHUOAaHUU: B 3TU TPU OHSA MenuTa
Oblsia 0e3BBIXOAHO AO0Ma, a [IpyaeHIui monpaBuiICsSa OT CBOUX XKECTOKUX ITPUITafKOB
U Ha YeTBePTHIU JeHb IIepel BeYepoM BHIIIEe] Ha Oeper MOps U yBHAAJI, YTO 3[€eCh
ero oxxupgarmT Menuta ¢ MapeMoi.

XV
Korpga ouu csupenuces, Menuta cka3sana [IpyneHnu:o:

— Bce uget x0opoIio: Mbl TeIIeph OBICTPO IPUOIU3UMCS K 1eJIN OCYIIeCTBIIEHUS
HAIINX JXeJIaHUH.

— ¢ He MOMHIO ce0s1 OT CYACTHUSI, UTO JKeJlaHUS Hallld COTJIaCHbI! — BOCKJIMKHYII
BEChb 03apUBIIUNUCS cYacTbeM [IpygeHniu.

— ¢ cka3aja He Tak, — OTBedajia MenuTa, — HO BCE PAaBHO: TO, YTO ThI IIOYHUTAEIIID
3a BBICIIIEE CYACThe, Bce OymeT 3aBUCETh OT TeOsT caMoro...

— 3Ha4YuT, OHO BCE PABHO YTO AOCTUTHYTO. HeT ellle — paHbIlle, 4YeM ThI OyOeIlb
MOUM MY2KeM, ThHI JOJI?KEH UCIIOJIHUTH TPHU MOU IPOCHOHI.

— 41 TOTOB UCHOTHUTL UX OECKOHEYHOE MHOXKECTBO.
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— Her, Bcero Tonbko Tpu. IIpexmae Bcero s He X04y OBITh 3[1eCh TPEOMETOM
BHUMaAaHBS OJI BCEX, HU Teleph, KOraa Thl CTAHEIlb BEIIOIHITh MOU ITPOCHORBI, HU
ImocJjie, KOTma MOXKET CIIYYUTHCS, YTO 51 MOIKHA OyOy BBIIIOTHUTH TBOIO BOJIIO U
3amjaTUTh MOM [IOJT 3a TBOE IIOCTYIIaHMe MOUMHU YCIIyTaMU U XKEHCKOIO JITACKOH.

— O, ToBOpPU TOJILKO CKOpPEee, UTO HYKHO! ECciu TH XO04ellb CKPBITECS OTCIOAA...
€CJIY JXeJlaellb YUTU OT BCeX Ijas...

— Ila, MOYTH YTO OT BCeX... [IyCTh C HaMu OymeT TOIbKO MapeMa, HO 4T00 He OBITIO
maxke BOOBEI E¢pocuHbl... Ee 6ecrokoiHass HeXXKHOCTh MOXKET UCIIOPTUTH BCE UTO
OOJI2KHO COBEPIIUTLCS B TUIIMHE YEOUHEHUS U ITOKOS.

— Xoportro! 4 oberraio Tebe 9TO 3a MaTh: OHA TaK MeHs JIIOOUT, YTO Ha BCe
COTJIaCUTCS, a 4YTO KacaeTCs A0 caMOM BO3MOXKHOCTHU CKPHITHCS OT BCEX B HUKOMY
He U3BECTHOE U HeJOCTYIIHOEe MeCTO, TO s BIaZelo AJI 3TOr0 TaKO
BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, JIy4llle KOTOPOU HEeJIb35 YCJIbIXaTh B CaMOU 3aTEUJIMBOU CKa3Ke.

W BmroOnenHbid [IpygeHnmii cam, 6e3 paccnpocoB MenuTel, paccKa3asl el o
LIBETYIIIEM yllleibe B CKajle, COKPBITOM CpeOu OPYTHUX HEIIPUCTYIHLBIX CKall, TOe Y
HHUX €CTh [IBe Ielephl, OoraThle CKIaabl 3allacoB AJIS XKU3HU, Pydel CIIaJKOU! BOIHI,
CTaJ0 KO3 M XOXJIaThle KYPHI.

— Tynma HUKTO He MOXKeT NMpuiitTu, — gob6asu’ [IpymeHIni, — KpoMe OBYX TEX,
KOTOpPHIE OCTAaBUJIM HAC U XKUBYT HbIHYE B TEMHOM IIapCTBE TE€HEM; OOUH TOJILKO S
3Haio HeOe30MaCHBIM U Y3KUU ITPOJIUB, KOTOPHIM MOKHO IPOOpaThCs K 9TOM CKaje 1
OTBLICKATh B HEH Hallle yilenbe. ECIU ThI X04Uelllb CaMOT0 HEITPUKOCHOBEHHOTO
yenouHeHUs. ..

— C Tobout 1 Mapewmoii! — nepebuna MenuTa, TUXO KJIafds CBOIO PYKY B PYKY
[Mpymenmusa.

— O, TBHI MEHS UCIIOHSIENIb BocToprom! MTak, ecyim TH JOBEPSAEIIHCS MHE U He
OOUIIIbCS, ITPOIJIBITh Ha JTagbe Y3KUM U OYPHBIM IIPOTOKOM, B KOTOPOM 5 3HAIO0
KaX[bIli KaMeHb, TO CTOUT Tebe cKa3aTh, KOTa ThI JKeJlaelllb OTIJIBITh, © — BCE
OyZmeT roToBo.

— IlpekpacHO, — IIyCTh 3TO OyIeT TOTOBO 3aBTpPa, Kak csAmeT conHile. Ho mpexme
Thl BO3BPATHUCh CETOIHS NOMOM 1 PacCKaXK¥u CBOeH MaTepHu, Ha YTO MbI PEIINJINCE. 51
X04y 3HaTh, YTO OHA Ha BCe 3TO COrJjlacHa, U X04y MOPYYUTh €M CBOU IOM U
X038MCTBO, TaK Kak MapeMa yefeT CO MHOM B Ballle ylleJbe, ¥ JOM MO OCTaHEeTCS
mycT. [IoToM 1T030BY 3aBTpa YyTPOM TJIMHOMSTa AraBa M caM IIPUXOOU C HUM, U
IIepeHecuTe U3 JoMa B JIaibI0 MOIO KPOBaTh, ¥ IIOCTEJNIb, — U CKPBIHU C YOopaMu, U
IIPOYYIO YyTBaphb, U CbECTHBIE 3allachl, KOTOPHIE 3[IeCh OyOyT He HYyKHEI, @ TaM
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MIPUTOHATCA... 4 BCe X04y B3SITh U YBE3Th, YTOOKI 3TO BCE IIOIIJIO TaM Ha II0JIb3Y,
TakK KaK MbI, MOXKET OBITh, IIPOKUBEM TaM OY€Hb [IOJITOEe BpeMSI...

[TpymeHuii ciyiiasn BCe 3TO B BeJIM4YaullleM BOCTOPTE U C COBEPILIEHHBIM
BHUMAaHbBEM, a IIPU NOCIEOHUX CJI0OBaxX IpUKaJl CTPACTHO K I'Pyau pyKu MenuThH u
polIenTasa OOHUM NPUOBIXaHbEM:

— 0, a YBEPEH, 9YTO HUKTO HUKOI'OAd CHE YMeEJI IIPOJIMTb OOHKUM CJIOBOM CTOJIBKO
BOCTOPI OB, CKOJIBKO TEI IIPOJIKNBaA€IIlb UX B MO€ Cepnue!

OHa mocMoOTpea Ha Hero 6JIarOCTHBIM B3TJISIAOM, KaK MaTh Ha pe6eHKa, U TUX0 eMy
yNBIOHYJIACh M OTBeYara:

— O mou HeBuHHEY [Ipynernui! He xBanu MeHsTI MHOTO, MHE TPYOHO CJIyIlIaTh TBOU
noxsasnel. Bymem Oojee menaTk... CTAHEM CIIEIIUTh... He OyOeM TepsiTh HU MUHYTEL.
4 ceriuac Bo3Bpamrych ¢ MapeMoy JOMOU U CTaHYy CIEIINTh, YTOO YJIOKUTH BCE MOU
Bellly, a Thl UM K MaTepPU, paCCKaXkKu el, 4TO MBI PEIlUJIUCh yeXaTb OTCIofa U TaM,
BOaJieKe OT JII0Jel, COBEPIIUTh TO, YTO JOJI2KHO COBEPIIUTHCSA. CKaXXU OT MEeHd
BooBe EdpocuHe, 4TO OyX MOU IIOJIOH y4acCTHs K HeU U K Tebe U 4TO S HUYero Tak
ele He XKeJjlaja, Kak KeJjal TOro, 4ToOH YBUAETh BCEX BAC B TOM IIOJIOKEHBE, K
KOTOPOMY BCe BEHI TeIIepb HauboJiee CPOOHEI.

Cka3zaB 3T0, MenuTa BCTaJjla U IIOIIJIa K CeJIEHUIO, Oep2Ka OOHOIO PYKOIO 3a PYKY
prneHL{I/Iﬂ, a JPyToIo MapeMy, KU TaK OHHU OOIIIN OO0 TOTO MeCTa, I'l€ TPOIIbI K
OJOMaM HX Pa3OeIdiIncCh.

3mecy Menuta onyctuna pyky IIpygeHiius; eie pa3 cKa3ajla eMy, KaK OH JOJIKeH
TOBOPUTH C CBOEHM MaTephio, U caMa yhaluiachk K cebe BMecTe ¢ MapeMol, u
OeiCTBUTEJIbHO 00€e XKEeHIIMHBI BMeCTe BCIO HOYb IIPOBEIXU B TOM, UTO VJIOKHUIIU B
MEIIIKY U B YKJIaOKU BCe, 4TO OBIJIO IIeHHOTO B foMe ArnKesi. Bce 3amachk ObIIM TOXKE
yIaKoBaHbl B KOP3UHBI, a U3 IPOXJIaJHBIX IM JOCTaJIUd MexXa C BUHOM U CHIPHL U BCe
9TO TaKxXe IIPUTOTOBUJIN K OTIIpaBke. K paccBeTy Bce OBIJIO TOTOBO, ¥ Ha CTEHE
OOJILIIOrO ITOKOSI OCTAJICS BUCETh Ha OCTPOM PhIObEM KOCTH OOUH TOJIBKO IMHMPOKUM
nosic Ankesi, yOpaHHBINM 30JI0TOI0 YEeKAHKOIO ¥ AParolleHHEIMU KaMHSIMHU, [a
mpocTasi TPOCTHUKOBAS AyIKa, B KOTOPYI0 MenuTa BCyHYyJla CBEPHYTHIU TyTro B
TPYyOKy manupyc, Ha KOTOPOM IIpe[ CaMbIM PaCCBETOM ycIlejila HadepTaTh
HECKOJIbKO CTPOK.

B aTux cTpokax OBIJIO CKa3aHO: — « ¢ moJy4duia cBOOOAYy U He X04y IOTEPSATH ee
CHOBA, HO MEHS ITOCETUJIO UCIILITaHbe, KOTOPOTO I He MOr'y n3bexkaTh. 4 Hafmeloch
OOHAKO, YTO AyX MOM COXPAHUT CBOIO CHUJIy M YTO TIOOOBHYIO CTPacTh, KOTOpas
3axrjacs B PYrOM IPOTHUB MOETO XKeJlaHus, MHE YOaCTCA CMUPUTH B HEM C
IIOMOIIIBIO TOM Ke rpy0oy IPUPOAHI, KOTOPOX OH MOOYMHSET CBOM AyX. Ecnu g Hapg
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BCEM 3THUM BOCTOPZKECTBYIO, 5 OTHIIIY NyTh K Tebe u npuay K Tebe, 4TOObI OKOHYUTD
CBOU CPOK Ha 3eMJie BMecTe C T00010, IT03abkIB 0 cebe U CiIyzKa BMecTe C TOO00
OPYTHUM, IO BEJIEHBIO TOTO, Ybe CBSIIIEHHOE CJIOBO 3a’KTJI0 B HAC CBET PAa3yMEHbs U
BEPY B BEUHYIO KU3Hb HAIIETO AyXa».

Korpa xe MenuTa BiIoXKHuIa IalupPycC B IIOJIBIA TPOCTHUK, OHA 3aJjiellijia KOHIILI eTo
BOCKOM U IIOBECHUJIa OYIOKY Ha CTEHY y OParoleHHOro Iosica U ToT4ac Xe,
00epHYBIINUCH, YBUAJa, YTO y ABEPEN, C IepCTaMM Ha yCTax, CTosijia MapewMma.

— TBI 3a MHOIO CJIEQUIIIL U IOJICMAaTPHUBaEIllb, — C TUXOM yIILIOKOM CKa3aila MemnuTa.

— HeTt, — oTBeuyana MapeMa, — s He CJIeXKy 3a TOOOI0 U He CTaHy HUKOMY TeOs
BBIIABaTh, HO s 10 BCEMY 3aMeydalo, YTO ThI 3aqyMajia KaKyl-TO XUTPOCTh, KOTOpast
TOBedeT [eI0 COBCEM He K TOMY, YTO THI obelllaels [IpyaeHIunIo.

— A pacckaxu-Ka MHe, eCJIH THI 3HAEIllb, — YTO S eMy ofOelrana?

— TolI o6elllana, 4YTO HLIHEITHEW HOYbBIO ThI, OH U g ye[eM OTCIofa Ha OUKYIO CKajy B
HEM3BECTHOM YIllebe, B KOTOPOM COKPOEMCS HafoJITo...

— JTo Bce Tak u OymeT; BedepHUe 3Be3[bl YBUASIT HAC Ha JIaJbe Hallleil B MOpe.

— Torma s cMylleHa elre OOJbIIe... TOTHA B yMe y TeOs eCTh YTO-TO TaKOe, YeT0
y2K BOBCe He B CHUJIaX MOHSATH, €C/IU Thl MHE He CKaXXelIllb.

— Ax, opyr moi#t MapeMa, — TeI oTrafgana! [lo BpeMeHu s1 Tebe He CKaxXXy HUYEero u
O0epy c Tebs CJI0BO, YTO THI HE CTaHEeIlb HU 0 4YeM MeHs 00Jiee cipalinBaTh. TO
OymeT MHe OT TeOsI caMoIo Iy4llel pacmniaToi. He mo6onbITCTBYM, MapeMa, HUA O
4yeM: BCe, UTO OOJIZKHO CIIYYUTHCSI, — U3 BCEX IIOCTOPOHHUX OJHA THI TOJIBKO
YBUOUIBL, HO HE 3[1eCh, He Tellephb U He cpa3y. 4 Hu4Yero HUKOMY 3JI0T0 He MBICIIIO,
u [IpyneHUuM# IpUMeT Ha OO0 CBOIO TO, YTO caM [Jisi ce0s ImpearoyTeT. 4 oToamch
B ero BoJiio0... Ho TEI oTrapjansa — OH OoJiXKeH OymeT MHe JoKa3aTh, YTO B CAaMOM
Iesie BliedeHbe, KOTOPOE OH KO MHEe UyBCTBYET, CUJIbHEE BCET0O U HUKAKUM OoJiee
rpyOBIM BlleUeHUEM 3aMeHeHO ObITh He MOXKET. B 3TOM OH [JOJIKeH MeHs yOeauTh
TakK, YTOOBI BO MHE He OBIJI0O MeCTa HUKAaKOMY COMHEHBIO, ¥ ThI, IOOPHIM APYT MOM
MapeMa, gonKHa MHE B 9TOM IIOMOYb, IOTOMY YTO 3TO OJIsI MEHS UMEET CIIUIIKOM
6omnbiroe 3HaueHue. He oTkaxku MHe, Mapema!

— O! — oTBeuasna c yyBcTBOM MapeMa, — MOZKEIIb JIX THl BO MHE COMHEBAThCH,
MenuTta! 4 Tak XOpOIIIO 3HAIO TBOM pa3yM u goOpoe cepmie, YTO MHE He HYXKHO
6opoThCst ¢ c00010, YTOOB! JaTh TeOe caMble CTPAIITHbLIE KIISITBBI IIOCTYKUTh Tebe
BCEM, YeM THI 3axX04elllb. f 3Halo, 4YTO THl HUKOMY He ceJjlaellb 3j1a, KaK He [eaja
ero MHe BO BCe BpeMsi, IToKa 51 Obljla TBOel paObiHed. YTo OBl THI HU CKa3alla,
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MapeMa crenaeT Bce, He OAAaBasiCh HUKAKUM CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM YyBCTBaM...
Knsanycs...

— JloBonbHO! — mepebuna MenuTa, — He KJISHUCS HUYEM: KJISICThCSI HEJIb34,

IIOTOMY YTO BCe MEL BO BJIaCTH BCceMoryiero dora. {1 tebe Bepio 0e3 KIIATB U HE
CKPBIBaIOCH OOJIbIIlE, UYTO B yMe MOEM €CThb 3aMEICEeJI, 0 KOTOPOM [I0 BpEMEHU He
X04y CKa3aThb HUKOMY U UCIOJIHUTH KOTOPHIM MOTY TOJILKO IIPU TBOEW ITOMOIIIH.

— Bepb ke, 4TO IOMOIIL MOsI TeOe IIPHUHAIeXKUT 6e33aBEeTHO ...

— U moBomnbHO! moBOMbHO, MapeMa! — BOCKIUKHYJIa MenuTa, ¥ ObIBIIAsI TOCIIOXKA U
pabBIHsa OOHSAJM OPYT Apyra ¥ OCTaJuCh TaK Ha MIHOBeHbe. Tak UX M 3acTajia TUXO
Bolllefliasi K HUM BAoBa EdpocuHa, 3a KOTOpOIO c3aau Bxogunu [IpyneHnu g
TOPIIEeYHUK ATaB C IJIMHHBIMU XKePAsMU, U3 KOTOPHIX JOJIKHO OBIJIO cAesaTh
HOCHUJIKHU [JI IIepeHoca uMylilecTtsa MenuTsl B 1anbio.

XVI

Bcrnen 3a 3TuM cenyac XKe COesiajay HOCUJIKU U Hadally IIePEeHOCUTH BEIU B JIagblo.
Iemno sTo cupasnsanu [IpygeHuii ¢ AraBOM-TOPIIIEYHUKOM, a UM IToMorasa
Mapewma, KOoTOpas Ojis 3TOr0 4acTo OTJIydasachk K jogke. B gome ke ocTaBaiuch
BOBOeM BOoBa EdpocuHa ¢ MenuToi, u3 KOTOPBIX IIOCJIEAHSAS IIPUTOTOBJIAIA Y
ouara obep Oyt paboTawIIUX IIPU HAarpy3Ke jagby, a MaTh [IpyaeHUIus ei
moMorasjia ¥ B IPOMezXKyTKaxX MeXKOy 3aHATUSIMU IOBOpPHUJIa C HEM O TOM, KaK OHa
IIOHMMaeT 3aTesTHHOe MeluToIo Oeno.

BooBe EdbpocuHe Ka3anock, 4To MenuTa ye3xkKaeT C ee CBIHOM IIOTOMY, YTO
[TpymeH1U e MUJI, HO OHa OY€eHb CTHIJIUBA U YK CJIUIIKOM BBEICOKO IIOOHSJIA CBOO
LIeJIOMyOPEHHYIO CJlaBy; TeIlepb el He X04YeTCA 3[0eCh epen BCEMHU IToKa3aTh CBOIO
CKJIOHHOCTb, HO TaM OHa, HUKEM He CTeCHsieMasi, OTHacTCs JIloOBU Ha cBoOoOMe U CO
BCEM TIBIJIOM [OJITO cAepzKaHHOU cTpacTu. Y, Oyayyu B 9ToM yOexXaeHa, BooBa
Edpocuna cmoTpena Ha cOOPEI COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO. MenuTa XKe el He TOBOpHUJia
HUYero IOJIOKUTEJILHOTO, HO He pa3 IIPOoCujla ee COXPaHATh 3TO CIIOKOUCTBUE
IIOCTOSTHHO, la’ke TOTHa, eCJId OT HUX OYeHb NOJIr0 He OyIeT U3BEeCTUH.

— IlycTh ux He OymeT xOTh rof! — oTBedasna BOoBa EdpocuHa, — 5 Tak
HncTep3anach, BUOSA OOJITO My4YeHUs ChlHa, YTO TOTOBa CHECTH Ha cebe Bce
TOMJIEHUS OOJT0oM 0€3BECTHOCTHU, JIUIIL OBl MOTJIa OBITH yBEPEHA, YTO TaKUX
Oe3HaImeXHEBIX TeP3aHUU, KaKue OH CHEC, BIIepell OH CHOCUTH YK He OyZmerT.

— Ha aToT cueT Oynb BIIOJIHE YBEPEHA: TAKUMU TeP3aHUSIMU, KAKUMU TOMUIICS
[MpynmeH1uii, oH 60JIbIlle TOMUTHLCS He OymeT, — oTBedasa MenuTa.

— B ogHOM TONBKO 9TOM 51 ¥ XO04UYy OBITH yBEpEHa.
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— Tak 3TO u OyHmeT; HO THI CKa3ajia, YTO T'OTOBa MPOOLITHL O3 BecTe 1esbIi T'o/l.
— 4 oT0 ckasamna... U 4To XKe, exxenu Tebe 3TO HYXKHO...

— IIa, 3TO UMEHHO MOXKeT OBITh HYXKHO...

BpooBa EdpocuHa nmorpo3ua manbiieM MenuTe U cKasaja C yIbIOKOO:

— 3Haw...

— YTO0 Xe THl 3Haellb?

— Yepes rof... 51, OBITh MOXKET, YBUXKY IIPeJIECTHOrO BHYyKa!.. YTo XKe, 3TO
nmpekpacHo... Torga u KOHeIl BCEM JIIOJICKMM pa3roBopaM O TBOEM IIPeKHEM MYyiKe
Arnkee... {1 Teb6a noHKMMalO: TaKue, KaK ThHI, BCerga 00T CUIbHO, HO CKDOMHO.
Boru Bam B MOMOIIlb, COKTUTE OOHU TaM IIBETH [ MMeHelo Ha KaMHe, U ITyCTh
CBUIIETENIbHUIIEIO BalllMX OpadyHLIX 00eTOB OymeT Mapema... A ITOTOM, TOfI IIPOUMIET,
s1 0OHMMY Bac ¥ BHyKa, ¥ TOTr[a IoriedyeMcs MB U 0 Mapewme... [lo6pasi geByIIIKa.
OHa CTOUT JOOPOro MyzKa.

— W HaBepHO HaUgeT ero, — IOACKa3aja Menura.

— 4 1o XKe OyMalo. MEI Ha Hee 00 cux IIOP BCE€ KaK-TO I'irdnesin COBCEM 0e3
BHHMaHBA, a BYEPaA, KOIrga g C Heu TOBOpPHUJIa, MHE BOPYT ITOKa3aJIOCh, 9YTO MapeMa
BeIb O49YE€Hb KpaCHuBa.

— Emte 6w, emne Obl OHa He KpacuBa! M ymMHa, u moOpa, ¥ KpacuBa, U UMeeT ropsiuee
ceppaiie... 1 mputoM, 4TO 3a CUJIBI ¥ KaKoe 3mopoBbe!.. O, OHA CTOUT MPEBOCXOTHOTO
My2Ka, ¥ TO, YTO THI ITOTy4YHJIa O HEeH XOpollee MHEHUEe, TPUHOCUT MHE OTPOMHOEe
cyacTbe. f paga, 4TO OTIPABIISIOCH OTCIOA B IMTOJTHOM COTJIache C TOOOIO.

W B Takux-TO COTJIaCHBIX Oecefax y HUX IIPOIIENT LIeIblN IeHb; BCe OBIIA BECEIIHI,
CheJIi BMeCTe BKYCHEIN 00ef, u nepepq BeuepoM [IpymeHiuii u MapeMa ITOHECIU U3
moMa K J1ajbe IIOCJIeqHIOI0 Holly, a MenuTa ocTanach C TIIMHOMSATOM ATaBOM,
4TOOBI 3aKPHITh BXOMLI, M TYT-TO MenuTa CHsSJIa CO CTEHBI IIIUPOKUY MOsiC ATIKes,
yCHIIaHHBIM KaMHSIMU, ¥ TPOCTHUKOBYIO AYOKY U, IIOKa3aB II0sC AraBy, CKa3aja:

— CniocobeH JIu ThI OIIEHUTH, 94€T0 MOZKET CTOUTEL 3Ta BEIllb, €CJIIK €€ OTHECTHU B
OO0JIBIIION Tropon U 1nmpoagaTh TaM, I'oge eCTb Goratnie noou?

AraB oTBeUaI:

— O1eHUTDh TaKyIo AParoleHHYI0 Belllb s He MOTYy, HO 3Hal0, YTO €C/Iu Ol 1 TPUCTa
JIeT KPSOY MSI TJIMHY U HafeJsiajl TOPIIKOB eIyl IOpPy, TO BCe 9TO HE COCTABUIIO OBl
¥ TIOJIOBUHEI IIeHHBI KaXKIOT0 U3 OTHUX CBETSIINX KaMHEH.
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— Tak BoT ke, Tebe BOBCe He HAJI0 TPUCTA JIET MSATh TBOIO TJIMHY W HafeIbIBaTh
TOpYy TOPIIKOB: UCIIOJIHA OOHO ITOPYYeHbe, KOTOpOoe s X04uy Tebe AaTh, - 9TOT I0SIC
IIyCTh OymOeT

TBOEIO Harpagou. A 4TO B CJI0BaX MOUX HEeT HU OOMaHa, HU IIIYTKH, TakK Oepu 3Ty
Belllb CUIO XK€ MUHYTY U CIPsS4Yb ee y ceOs moa omeXooi. A KCTaTu IIMXHU BMECTE C
HeIo Tyfa 3Ty OYyAKY, U KOora MBI yefieM, Thl OPOCh CBOIO T'JIMHY, — T'OPIIKOB Bedb y
BCE€X 3IeCh MOBOJIBHO B CEJIEHBE.

— O, CIUIIKOM JOBOJIBHO! — OTBedasl, 3aCMesIBIINCH, AraB, — 5 YK He 3Hal0, KOMY
pojaBaTh M TO, YTO UMeIO B 3aliace.

— Tak u octaBb ux. Ilyckal xkeHa TBOSI IpoAaeT JoMa IOPLIKYA TeM, Y KOTO CBOU
rnepeObIOTCS, a TH nokau K KimasoMeHy U TaM, B 3TOM I'Opofe, OTHIIIU ITOAPYTY MOUX
OETCKUX JIET, UM KOTOPOU DPMUHUS, U OTOAU €U 3Ty AYOKY.

— Xopo1Io; a IOTOM 4TO A ellle OOJI2KEH caesaTh?

— TonpKO BCero.

— OTBICKATh T'OCMOXKY DPMUHUIO U OTAATh €Ul 3Ty OYOKY, U TOJIBKO BCEro?
— U Tonwsko BCcero.

— YTO0 Xe, OHa JoJIXKHa 3aurpaTh Ha 3ToU AyakKe? MenuTa ynbOHy/Iach Ha UIYTKY
AraBa u oTBedaJjia TakK ke LIyTJINBO:

— JlyaKa caMa 3aurpaert, 4YTO Hy>KHO. BipoueM, MOXKelllb CKa3aTh DPMUHUU, YTO
THl MEHS BUIEJI, U ITPU KaKKUX-00CTOSITEJIbCTBaX, KakK MbI paccTalnuch. U 3a aTo
BO3bMU cele Mosic U nmpopay ero, rae Tebe 9TO yaacTcsi, a IOTOM Bo3Bpaliaics
OOMOU M JOXKMBaW CBOU CTaphble IOObl, HE TeP3asiCh HYXKOOI.

— YTo ke, B caMoM fejie s 9To caenato! KnsHyck 6oramu, s cgenaio 3To! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI TOPIIIEYHUK. — ¢ OTHINTYy TOCIOXKY DPMUHUIO U pacCKaxy el, KaK ObIJIo
Bce pmeio. IlycTe-Ka CHa Torga 3aurpaet o0 9TOM Ha OyOKe.

U ¢ aTuM ropuiedyHuK AraB CIIpsSiTasl ITOSIC U OyOKY, 1 OHKU 00a ¢ MeuTOI0 BRIILIA U3
OIlyCTeBIIEero JoMa AJIKes; a Korga OHU MPUOJIN3UINCH K JIOOKE, TO yKe 3acTaly,
4yTo Mapema cupesa Ha Becjaax, 00OHaXXUB [0 IIJiIedell CBOU KpPeNKue PyKH, a
[MpynmeH1Inii, BEIPBABIIUCH U3 JOJTUX 00bATHUHM BOOBE EQpoCcuHbI, pacmyckan Kocou
OJIUHHBIM IIapyC Ha pee.

MenuTa TOXe CKOPO ITPOCTUIACH C BOOBOM EdpocuHol u crpriruyia c 6epera B
JIOZKY.
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MapeMa 11eBenbHYJIa BeCllaMU — HarpyzKeHHas Jafbs CJerka 3allypliiaja JHUIEM
IO MECKY, a TOTOM, OJOCTUTIIIN CBOOOOHOM BOJIHHI, ITIOKAYHYyJIach, BeTep Haayl
rnapyca, ¥ Mexay oThe3XKaBIIMMU U ocTalleiocs Eppocuroit u AraBoM BOPYT
VIOJIMHUIIOCh PACCTOSTHUE...

[TeperoBapuBaThCs C JIOOKU Ha Oeper cTaio HEBO3MOIXKHO, HO 3aTO OO CJIyXa BOOBHI,
U AraBa Tenepb JOHOCHUJIOCh CTPOUHOE IeHHue: 3TO Oblyla ITeCHBb JII00BU, KOTOPOU
CJIOBa ¥ HAIIEB ee TOTYacC y3Hallu M BIOBa U rOPLIEYHUK... [len CTPOKWHO OBa
rosnoca, IIpynernuiu ¢ Mapemoiu.

W mecHs ux TOXKe cTUXaja s 3aMHupajia B IIPOCTPAHCTBE, HO BOT, 000U OCTPHIN
MBIC ¥ IIOJIOT'YIO OTMeJIb, JIaibs IlepecTaBuiia apyc u OyATo MOABUHYJACh ONIuxKe, U
C Hee ONSsITh Ha MTHOBEHME [JOHECIIUCh 3BYKM ITEHUS, HO COBEPIIEHHO UHOTO,
KOTOPOTO HU CJIOBa, HU HaIlleB He ObIJIM 3HAKOMHI BIoBe Edpocune. I[Ten ogun
POBHBIN ¥ TOP2KECTBEHHBIN T'OJIOC.

— 9To ronoc Menuthel! — ckazana BOoBa EdpocuHa.
— Ila, 1 MHe KaXXeTCd TOoXKe, — OTBeTHuJI Aras.
— YT0 XXe 9TO 3a He3HaKoMas ITecHs?

— 9T107?... MHe KaxkeTcs... ITo OyOTO IMOX03Ke Ha TMMH, KOTOPBIHN s CIIBIIIIAIT
OOHaXKIHI, KOrma Mbl 6pocajii CO CKaJibl Ha KaMeHbsI TeX 3a0aBHEIX JIofiel, KOTOphIe
Hac yBepsau, OyATO TOT He YMPET, KTO CTaHeT XKUTh Ha 3eMJie TakK, KaK YUUJI XKUThb
UX IIPOPOK TaJIuJIEUCKUN.

XVII

Bo BCI0 HOYb SIPKO CBeTHJIa JIyHa U AyJl 671aTONPUATHHIN IOJIs IJIOBLIOB BETED.
XO0poIlIo 3HaABIINYM BCe MOPCKUe npuMeThHl, [IpymeHnnil cMeso U JI0BKO ITpaBUJl
Jlagbelo, KoTopasi, TaKuM o0pa3oM, Aepzkaja OpsSIMOU IIyTh K TOMY TauHCTBEHHOMY
NyHKTY, Kyfa [Ipymennuii yBo3un Menuty u MapeMy AJist TOT0, YTOOHI TaM, I10
MIPUXOTU NIEPBOU U3 HUX, UCIIOJIHUTH €€ UCIIBITAaHUS U 3aCIIyKUTh ceOe ee JTI000Bb.

Ot cenenus, roe xkunu Ankei u 'ndac, 0o cKabl, IAe UM IIPUIIIIOCH OTHICKMBATD
CKPBITHIY TIPUIOT AJISI CKJIafla CBOUX XUIIEHUM, IPU MMOMTYTHOM BeTpe OBIJIO TTOJITOPHI
cyToK xomy. [IyTh BO BCce BpeMs mepzKajii TaKOW, YTO He TepsiIu U3 Buma 6eperos,
XOTSI X TO O/IHKe K 3eMJie, TO OTHAAJIAsICh B MOpe TaM, rae ObIJI0 MHOTO KaMHel U
IIJIBITh BOJTM3U 6eperos OBIJIO OMACHO.

Cpenu BTOpPOU HOYU MJIOBLBI JOCTUTJIY IIPOJIMBA, 3a KOTOPHIM, KakK Jiec,
BO3BHILIAJIMCH CEPble KAMEHUCTHIE CKaJlbl, He UMEBIINE, I0-BUAUMOMY, HU
pacTUTENbHOCTH, HU obuTaTener. OHM cHadasa ObUIM MEHbIIle ¥ HaUuMHAJIUCh
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KaMHSAMHM, KOTOPBI€ HEBBICOKO BO3BHIIIIAIMCE HAL BOOOM, HO IOTOM TOJIITUIINCH U
BO3BBIIIAJIMCH YTO OAJIBIIIE, TO BHIIIE, 1 HEKOTOPEIE U3 3THUX CKaAJl Ka3aJIuCh
OOBOJIBHO OOJIBIIIMMH U CJIOKHBIMHU 10 O4YEepPTaHHUIo.

[Tpoxon Mexkay HUMHU OBLTT YpEe3BHIUANHO OIlaCeH, ¥ ero MOT IPENIPUHATEH TOIBKO
TaKOU! 4YeJIOBEK, KOMY IIYTh 3TOT XOPOIIIO U3BECTEH U KTO 00ajaeT OOIbIION
JIOBKOCTBIO U CUJIOU.

[MpynmeHiuit BceM 3TUM 00J1aiajl B COBEPIIEHCTBE, M 00€ XKEHIITUHBI MOTJIN UM
1000BaThCs, KaK OH, TTOYTHU OOHAXKEHHBIN, CTOS Ha KOpMe, IIPOBOIAMII JIaAblo MEXKIY
pexylrxX KaMHel, TO oAU Pasich AJIUHHLIM III€CTOM, TO BOH3as 6arop B
pacIIeyInHbl UIU XBaTasiCsa UM 3a yCTymbl. Ho, HakoHell, ObIIU ABa MeCTa, e IJIbITh
Ka3aJioCh COBCEM HEBO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY YTO HU YIIEPEThCS, HU YXBAaTUTHLCS OBINIO HE
3a 4TO, a cTpalrHas ObBICTPOTa KPyTHUJIa JIadbio U YHOCHUJIA €€ Ha OCTPhle CKaJlbl; HO
TyT [IpymeHui BOPYT HEIPHYJ B BOAY U Yepe3 OQHO MTHOBEHME CHOBA BBITIIBII
HaBepX, Jep¥ka B PyKaxX CKOJIb3KUU U OIyTaHHBLIM BOmOpoCaMu KaHaT. [lepebupas
9TOT KaHAaT, OH JIOBKO IIEPETSHYII JIagblo Yepe3 CTPEMHUHY, KOTOPYIO HUKAK ObI
HeJib3s OBIJIO IIEPENTH HU IION BETPOM, HU Ha Becsax. Tak ke TOYHO IIPOIIIA U
BTOPYIO CTPEMHUHY, 3a KOTOPOIO HefasleKo Obljia y2Ke U caMas LieJIb MOPEXO/IIeB.

TyT B 04eHb CTEeCHEHHOU I'pyIIie CKaJjl Obljla OffHa TaKasi, KoTopas C IIepPBOro
B3rJIsga HUYEeM He OTJIMYaliach OT IIPOYMX, HO Ha cCaMOM [eJjie OHa UMeJjla
CYLIIECTBEHHYIO PA3HUIly 10 CTPAHHOU UT'Pe IMPUPOALI, YCTPOUBIIIEU B 3TOU CKaJie
OOHY IIOA OPYroM TpU Teppackl, obpallleHHbIe K IIOJIAHIO, U Ha CpegHel U3 HUX —
OOIIMPHYIO paclieInHy, 3a KOTOPOIO Ha IOJIsTHe, IIOPOCIIel KycTaMu, ObLIU OBE
Ielepsl, OO0Ha BHU3Y, a Apyras Ha 3HaUYUTeJIbHON BEICOTE, TaK YTO B HEE MOXKHO
OBIJIO B30MTHU, TOJIBKO IIPUCTABIIAS OJIUHHYIO CYKOBATYIO )KepPIb, 3aMeHSIBIIYIO
JIECTHUIY, KOTOPYIO, II0 MUHOBaHUU HAJOOHOCTH, ONSITh OTHUMAJIU U KJIaJlu B KYIIbI
3eJIeHOT0 OUapuTa, Iae OHa U jiexasla Tak, 4YTo Obljia He3aMeTHa. C TOM CTOPOHHI,
KyZa BBEIXOOMJIA IIJIOIajKa U BXOabl 00eux memiep, 601bille He OBIJIO CKal U
OTKpPBIBAIOCh 0e30pexkHoe Mope. Y MOOOIIBEl CKaJIbl Obl/Ia MajJleHbKasi, HO OYeHb
ymobOHasi 6yxTouKa, B hopMe caHpmanuu. Jlagbs 3axonuia B Hee JIETKO U
roMelrasgach B Hell yIoOHO M COBCEM He3aMEeTHO.

[IpymeHunii mpucTan B 3Ty OyxTy U, BEIcaguB Menuty ¢ MapeMoii, IOBeJ UX
HaBepX, I'me ObLIN MellepHl.

B HuxHeUn IIemniepe OBLI0 OOJIBITIOE KUJIbE, Pa3neJIeHHOEe HaTyPaJIbHBEIMHU cTtonbamMu
CKaJIbl Ha HECKOJIBKO y')Z[O6HbIX IIOKO€B, U3 KOTOPHIX OBa ObLIN Y6paHI:>I KOBpaMHu U
KO2XKaMHU U IIPEeOCTAaBIIAJIM BO BCEX OTHOIIIEHUAX 3TO0POBOE 1 YJIO6HOG IIOMeEIIIEeHue.

9Ty HUXKHIOW nellepy [IpyneHuni MpeJoCcTaBuil B pacropsxkeHue MenuTH U
MapeMEl, a caM HaydaJll JKUTh B BEpXHEU nellepe, KoTopas Obljla IOTECHee HUXKHEN
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U IpeAcTaBiisiiia COOCTBEHHO Pa300MHUYNY TalHUK, HO OJTHAKO U B HEl OBII
3IOPOBHIN, YHUCTHIA BO3AYX M XOPOIIIasi ITOCTEJIh U3 IIMHOBOK.

3amnacoB ke ¥ pa3HOU yTBapyu B HUXKHEH Iellepe ObJI0O HaKOIMJIEHO CTOIBKO, YTO
IATH YEJIOBEK CMEJIO MOTJIM IIPOAOBOJILCTBOBATLCS 3[ECH IIEJIBIA T'Of.

MenuTta u Mapema 6marogapunu [IpyneHIusa 3a JOCTaBIeHHOe UM yI0OCTBO B
IMOMEIIEeHUU U, YTOMJIEHHbBIE IJIMHHBIM MOPCKUM IIEPEeX0O0M, TOTYacC XkKe JIeTJIN
CIlaTh U MPOCIIaIX OYE€Hb JOJITO, @ IPOCHYBIIUCH, KOTHa COJIHIIE YK€e BBICOKO
B30IIJIO ¥ UTPAJIO II0 CBEPKAIOIel 36101 MOPsi, ObIM B BOCXUIIIEHUHN OT CBEXKECTH
BO3[yxa X OOIIMPHOTO BHa Ha Mope. A MeX TeM HefaJiIeKO B CTOPOHE OT BXO[a B UX
neliepy OB yY2Ke pa3BeleH OTOHb, BO3JIe HEro I10JI0KeHa K03a C ITOJIYCHSTOIO
KOXKel U COCy[ CO CBeXXel BOAOIO.

Bce 3T0, 663 COMHEHUST, TPUTOTOBUII [IpymeHIu.

YBupgaB 3T0, XKE€HIIMHEL CTaJIl CMOTPETh: I'Ile XKe HaXOOUTCs TeIlepb caM
[MTpypmeHI1nii, KOTOPOTO OHM JKeJjlajau mo0IarogqapuTh 3a ero 3a00Thl 0 HUX, HO
[MpynmeHius He OblI0 BUOHO. Torma MenuTta ¢ MapeMol IPUHSAINACH XO3IUHUYATh
OKOJIO o4ara, 4 TOJILKO YTO CHSJIU KOXKY C KO3Hl ¥, pacIijlacTaB ee MsICO, CTaIu OOHU
YaCTHU BapUTh, a OPyrue BTHIKAIU Ha IPYThs, YTOO KapUTh, KaK BAPYT IIOSIBUJICS
[Mpynmennuii. OH 11e1, 06JIMBasiCh IOTOM M Tallla Ha cebe 10 Kpyde OT MOPS C Jlagbu
TSAXKEJIYIO HOIILY.

— Hy, 4To TH 3a MUJIBIN X035IMH! — yBUIEB €ro, 3aKpudaja MapeMa.

— U s ckaxy To ke, — noamaepzxkana Mapemy Menuta. [IpyneHiuit yiasi0ancs
CYaCTJINBOM yJILIOKOM M, OIyCTUB HOIITy, IIOOILIEN K JKEeHIIIUHAaM, YTOOB CKa3aTh UM
YyTpeHHee IIPUBETCTBUE.

[ToTom oHU cTanu obenaTs, a IIOCTIe IOIIIM OCMOTPETh CKally ¥ HallUIU Ha HelH,
KpOMe [BYX Ilelllep, IOMEIIeHHBIX OJHa Ha[ OPYroo, U OTKPEITOE IIPOCTPaHCTBO,
IIOKPBITOE 3€JIeHBI0, C BO3BHILIEHUSAMY, [10 KOTOPHIM IIOLIUIIEIBAIA TPABKY
Ipupy4YeHHble KO3l 30eCh C BEICOTH KaCKaoM Ilafall Ipo3pavyHbIi PyYen.

— JTO mpeKkpacHoe MecTo! — BockiuIilaga MapeMa, pe3BsCh Kak pebeHoK. — 4 He
xoTejia OBl HUKOTIa YOalIsiThCsI OTCIOAA.

ITpum 3TOM OHa HAKJIOHUIACHh K YXy MenuTel 1 godaBua:

— Oco06eHHO B TOM CJIy4yae, ecjiu OBl 1 MOTJIa 30eCh XKUTh He O0fiHA, a C TAaKUM
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHBIN OBI... MHE... HPABUJICS, YTO JIU... © KOTOPOT'O JII0O0BH MOSI
Mora Obl IeaTh CYaCTIUBBIM.

Menuta moxasna el pyKy ¥ oTBedarsa:
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— YTo xke!.. Bce 3TO MOXKET CIIy4UTHCH...
— Otkypa x!

— He YHBIBafI: B IIpUPOOE€ BO3MO2KHO MHOTO€, 9TO IIO B3rjIdO0y KaXKeTCsd, TDYOIHBIM K1
Iaxxe COBCEM HEBO3MOKHBIM. Ho MapeMa PacCxXxoxXoTajiaCh U CKa3ajla:

— Hy, s1 3Ha10, OOHAKO, OJJHO, YTO COBCEM HEBO3MOIKHO.
— YT10 Xxe 3T0 Takoe?

— HeB03MO0KHO, 4TOOBI CMyTJIast KOKa MapeMbl MOTjla 3aTMUTh JIUIEHHYIO
O6eMu3Hy YyOeCHOTO Tena MeuTHL.

— O, ecyH TOJIBKO [IeJI0 3a 3TUM, TO 3TO OYE€Hb BO3MOXKHO, ¥ B TAKOH BO3MOXKHOCTH
THI, MOXKET OBITh, YIOCTOBEPUIIILCS IOPa3a0 CKOpee, YeM Thl MOTJia OBl ITOAyMaThb.

A Kak 3Ta nepeMoJIBKa IIPOU30IIjia MeXy XKEeHITMHaMU C yXa Ha yX0, TO OHa He
MOTJIa He BO30yOuTh JII000NLITCTBO B [Ipymennuii, uto Menura ToT49ac xe
3aMeTHIa U CKazaja eMy:

— He ymuBnsitocs, 1, moOpsid I1pymenuii, 4To Te6e UHTEPECHO, 0 Y&M MBI MEXKIY
co6010 paccyxkmaeM ¢ Mapemoii, ¥ gymalo, 4To Tebe OymeT ellle T000IBITHEE, KOTHA
TBI Y3HAEIllb, YTO BCE, O YeM MKl TOBOPHUIN, KacaeTcs: go TeOsi. CKaxXu HaM, KaKOBO
TBOE€ MHEHUE: XOTeJI JTK OBl ThI, YTOOHI EeTyI0 JKU3Hb OCTAThCS Ha 9TOU CKajle, M KakK
OBI THI XOTEJI ITPOBOOUTH CBOIO JKU3HB?

[TpymeHIINi OTBETHII, YTO OH CUMTAJ OBl 3a caMoe JIydlliee CHaCThe OCTAaThCs 3IeCh
HaBCerja C TOI0 XEeHIINHOMW, KOTOPYIO JII00UT, 1 2Kejajl Obl TPOBOOUTE KU3HBb
TOJILKO B TOM, YTOOBI HAaC/IaXKaaThCs ee I11000BbI0, 3a0BIB 000 BCEM OCTAaJIbHOM Ha
cBeTe.

Menuta yneIOHYJIach U CKa3ajia eMy:

— YV MeHsa u MapeMH HeCX02XKHue MHEHHA, 1 TO, KOTOPOE€ ThI TEIIE€Ph BEICKA34ll,
OJ11Ke BCero KO MHEHBIO MapeMI)I, d CO MHOIO COBCEM HECOTJIACHO.

[Ipymenuuii BMecte ¢ MapeMoIo CTaju IPOCUTh ee, YTOOBI OHa CKa3ajla UM CBOEe
MHEHUEe, a OHa UM OTBedYaJia:

— 3OelllHee MeCTO IPEKPacHO, HO Takas JII000Bb, KOTOPas OTAENseT ABYX YEeJIOBEK
OT BCeX IIPOYUX JIIOfel U IIorpyzKaeT UX B OOHU HaCJlaXXAeHbs OPYT OPYTOM, MHE
COBEPIIIEHHO IIPOTUBHA. {I Jake BOBCe He MOHMMaK: KaKoe B TaKOU JIIOOBU MOXKET
OBITH cuacTue? f mymaro, 4TO 3TO COBCEM He CTOUT MMEHU JII00BU, — UTO 3TO
COBCEM YTO-TO OPyroe, Ha YeM HEBO3MOXKHO BOCIIUTATh OyX CBOU U IIPOXKUTH XKU3Hb
B MUpe€ C CBOEU COBEeCThIO. f OBl x0Tela, YTOOBI C HaMM 34eCh OBUIN APYTUE U YTOORI
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BCEe MBI MOTJIM OBITH APYT OPYTY IIOJIE3HBI; S yMalo, B 3TOM MOJIXKEeH OBITh CMBICIT
4yeJIOBEYECKOM XKM3HU, a He B TOM, Yero MOTYT OHOCTUYL U HUIIINE TBApHU, He
BJIQMIEIOIINE YeJI0BeUYEeCKUM PaCCYIKOM.

W Mexay HUMM Ha4daJsiCs Pa3roBOP, B KOTOPOM OHU BCe TPOE, CUAS HaJ MOPEM B
3eJIEHW IMAPUTOB, IPUHSJIN OKUBJIEHHOE yYaCTHe U He3aMEeTHO TPOoe Pa3desIujInucCh
Ha OBa MHeHWs: MenuTa ocTaBajiach ITPU CBOEM, Pa3BUBAS MBICIIb O
Heo0xoamMocCTHu 00111ei JTI00BY KO BCEM JIIOASM, IPU KOTOPOU HEJIb35 OTPEeIIaThCs
oT 0OIIleHbsT C APpYyruMH, a Mapema u [IpyneHIui, yBIeKasich UAesIMU JINYHOT'O
CYaCThs, YXOOUJIX B 3TOM HAaCTPOEHUH BCE [asbllle U AOILIINM, HAKOHEIl, O TOr0, YTO
CKa3aJl¥, YTO HET U He MOXKeT OBITh BHICIIEH I00BU, KaK Ta, KOTOpasi JOBOJIbHA
CBOUM M30paHHBEIM IPEIMETOM — OJHUM UM COTPEeTa U 3aHATa M [0 OPYTUX HU OO
KOT'0 HeT eu ferna.

Korga pasrosop momien mo sToro, Menuta yneliOHyJ1achk, He cTana 60ojiee CIOPUTSH, a
LIYTIIUBO CBena pPyKy [IpymeHIus ¢ pyKo MapeMbl U cKa3ajla UM:

— 4 o4yeHb pafa, 4TO BB APYT C OAPYroM cornacHsl. [IpymeHnu u MapeMa aTum
CMYTUJIUCh, ¥ B OOVH U3 [IOCJIeOBABIINX 3aTeM OHeH, Korga Mapema nomorarsa
[TpymeH1U0 pa3rpyzxKaTh BHU3Y JIOOKY, & OH B3HOCUJI TAXKECTU HaBepX K IiellepaM,
y KOTOPBIX MenmuTa roToBUja Ha o4are obeq, [IpyneHIuii, OIyCTUB Ha 3€MJII0 HOIITY,
npomosiBuil Menure:

— 4 mo cux mop BCe He IepecTalo oyMaTh O OBIBIIIEM Yy HaC B IIEPBHIY JE€Hb
pa3roBope... OH KaK OyOTO OTCTpaHsAeT MeHs OT Te0Os, K KOTOPOU BliedyeT MeHs
cepalle M OT OOQHOTO MpuOIUKEeHbs K KOTOPOU BCSI KPOBb BO MHE IThIJIAET, KakK
Iamsi.

— Kposs!.. Tel Bce o0 kpoBH, [Ipynenmnuii. bByHTOBaHNe KPOBU IIPOXOOuT... [opa3go
HageXXHee TO, YTO MOXKET XKUTh BEYHO 51 He OCTHIHET OT BpEMEHU.

— YTto0 xe 3T0o, Menuta?

— CpopcTBO HaIero ayxa... Coriachke B XXKeJlaHuAX, OQUHaKOBOCTh OKOHYATEJIbHOU
nenmn!

Ho IlpygeHnui mokadas rojioBOM M CcKa3aljl C YKOPU3HOM:

— Menuta! MenuTa! uTo Tebe 3a 0X0Ta TOBOPUTHL BCe TaKue MyOopeHbie Bemu! He
OyneT Ju Ipolile, eCIU Hac CBSIXKET He [IyX, a TO, YeM OOLIKHOBEHHO MYKUYHUHY U
JKEHIVWHY COeqUuHseT IIpupona?

— Hert, — oTrBevasna MenuTa, — 3TO CJIMIIKOM YK IIPOCTO.
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— O, poBepumMcs eu... Otmaricsas, MenuTa, BCECUIbHOU IIPUPOAE, OHA HUKOI'Oa HEe
obMaHeT.

— Her, oHa-TO CKOpee Bcero u oOMaHeT.
— Ilpuponma obmaHeT?

— Hy pa!

— Huxkorpa.

— Hy, He CTaHEeM IIePEKUObBIBATh Halllk CJIOBa 0e3 CpenCTB OOKa3aTh HX. ToI
IIOMHHWIITb, KOHEYHO, Halll YTOBOD: «TPU OHA UCIIBITAHWA>».

— Be3 coMHeHUs, TOMHIO ¥ 3apaHee TOPXKeCTBYIO Imobeny mo0BU MOeH Hafl
YIIPSIMCTBOM KAalPU3HOU MeTUTHI.

— IlpekpacHo! Ho Bo3mepXKuUCh — He CIIEIIU C TOPKECTBOM. A y TeOs1 He OTHUMAIO
HaOeXObl, HO BIiepeau OyOyT TPU OHS UCHOBITaHULA... Tpu Tonbko mHs!.. Ho 3aTo B
9TU TPHU OHSA ThI JOJI2KEH MHE IIOBUHOBATHCS BO BCEM.

— OuyeHb paf... TOJIbKO, OJHAKO, KOTMa XKe HauHeIllb Thl CBOM MUCIBITaHUS?.. 51
KeJiar, 4TOOBI 3TO OBLIIO CKOpPee.

— Cenyac, eCcim X04elllb.
— 4 3amupato B BoCTOpre.

— IIpekpacHO: Telmepb BeUyepeeT, a Yepes3 TPU OHS B 9Ty Ke MOopPy s Oyay TBOEIO
KEHOIO... UJIH...

— Konuau xke!
— Hnu g elo He Oyny.
— B kakoMm xke TO ciiy4dae?

— B Tom ClIy4dae, €CJI Thl CaM OT MEHA HE€ OTKaXKEIIIbCA U ‘-ITO-HI/IGYJIB
IIpenInodTenlb MOMM JIaCKaM.

— O, coenay MUJIOCTL! DTO OOHO, YEero s HUKOTra OJIst TeOsI He cOoesialo, XOTs OBl Ha
MEHS BOCCTAJIA BCE MEMOHHI aJia ¥ BCE «CUJILI IPUPOIBI».

— Hy BOT yX: «BCe CHUJIBI IIPUPOALL!» 3aueM TakKou cMeJIbli BEI30B! BEITE MOXKeT, U
OOHOU «CHJIBI IPUPOALI» OyOeT HJOBOJIBHO.

— Hauwunau ucneiTanbe! I'0BOpH, UTO A cerdac OOJIKEH OesaTh.
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— Bo-1miepBBIX, TH OT MEHS YOAJIUILILCS CUI0 )K€ MUHYTY B CBOE IIOMEIIEHbLE B
BEPXHEU Iellepe.

— Hy! u yTO MHe TaM fmenaTts?

— IToka HUYero.

— Kak 310 nnoka?

— IToka Tebe cTaHeT XOTeThCA AyMaTh 6ojiee 0 camoM cebe, yeM 000 MHe.
— Hy, ocrtass 9T0!.. HuKOrzma atoro He Oymer.

— Bcxomu Xe B miemiepy.

— Hy, xopo111o, — s1 BCXOXY.

[MpymeH1n# cTana MOOHUMATHCS 110 JIECTHUIE M, JOCTUTHYB OO0 BXOa B CBOIO
BEPXHIOIO TIelepy, 00epHYJICS U C BECEJOI0 YIBIOK0I0 BCKPUKHYII:

— 9Boe! 4 yXxKe Havajl Moe UCITLITAHWE U Ha OOWH MUT CTan Onuxke K o0amaHbio
Menutoiu.

— OOnapgaii ke CHadana cob0r0, — oTBedasia MenuTa, OTHUMAs JIECTHULY U
CIIyCKasl ee II0 OTKOCY Ha BTODPYIO IJIOIIaAKY.

— 4 3anept! — cmesncs [IpymeHUIun.

— Teneps xkau, 1T0Ka 1 TeOs MO30BY, CTOSI B OXKHUIOaHbe TeOsT y OpavHOro JIoXkKa.
U c satum Menuta CKpbljlach B CBOEU HUXKHEU MeIlepe.

XVIII

Bckope moce Toro, Kak CKpbljlach MenuTa, 110 TPOIIMHKE OT MOPSI CcTalla
nmogHUMAThCS Mapewma. [IpymeHIni u3gaay ee 3aMeTHI U CTaJl TOBOPUTH €M:

— Ax, — nopagnyucs 3a MeHsi, Mapema! MenuTa yKe Hadajla MO€ UCHBITaHUE, U
Jyepes3 TPU OHSA OHA OOJIKHa OyIZeT coepKaTh CBOE CJIOBO — OHAa CAejlaeTCsI MOEI0
KEeHOI0.

— JTO crnaBHad Bellb! A B 4yeM ke OyeT COCTOSITh TBOE UCIILITaHUE?

— A BOT B TOYHOCTH 5 3TOT'O OO CHX IOP He 3Halo, IPaBo; OO0 CUX IIOP OHa MHEe
HUYEero He CKas3ajia, KpoMe TOro, 4YTOOH S myMaJl O Hel U 0XKHuOall TEPIEJINBO
KaKOT0-TO ee CJIOBa; a YK Kakoe 3To OyaeT CJI0OBO — He 3Halo.
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«YTO0 3a 3aTeu y aTou MenuThe?» — nogyMaja, IIoKa4das IrojioBoo, Mapewma u,
BOM[IA B IIEIllepy, TOTYAC Ke X0Tejla pacCcpocuTh Menuty: 4to ganee 6ynet? Ho
MenuTa yexasa, 3aKpHIBIIU I'JIa3a, U cliajia, Ujiu IPUTBOPUIIACH CIIALIEN, U
MapeMa OyOouTh ee He pelIniach; a KOrfa OHa CHOBA BHIIIA, YTOOBI B3SITh
HECKOJIbKO XBOMHBIX BETOK U BEIKYPUTH UX AEIMOM HaCEKOMBIX, OHa yYBUIAsa, YTO
[TpymeH1Ui CTOSAI HaBEPXy BO BXOAe CBOEU Iellephl ¥ Ha Hero CBeTusla JIyHa, a OH
yneI0QICS M CKal3all e:

— Ckaxu npuBeT mou Menute, MapeMa.

A MapeMe He XO0TeJIOCh eMYy 0TBe4YaThb, — TdK ey cOenayoch ero XKajako U TPYyCTHO
BUOETH €TI0, KaK IITUIY B KJIETKE.

Ilo momyHOouu Mapema He MOTJjla COMKHYTh I'/Ia3, a 3a ITIOJTHOYb OHA CJIBIIIalna, Kak
MenuTa BHIIIJIa ¥ BO3BPAaTUJIaCh HE CKOPO, a KOI'7la BO3BpaTHUIaCh, TO Ipexke, 4eM
Jleub, TOMAOIIJIa U HarHyJIach Hal U3Tr0JIoBbeM MapeMsl 1, YBUOaB, YTo MapeMa He
CIIUT, OTKUHYJIAaCh BHOBh U CKa3aJlla CypPOBO U TBEPIO:

— Hu Bo 4TO He MeIIalics ¥ HU O YeM MeHS He pacclpalinuBai... [IoBeps MHe, 4TO A
He JKeCTOKas XKeHIIWHA ¥ He X0Uy HUYbUX HallpaCHBIX MyYeHUH, a S Oesiaio TOo, YTO
HY2KHO IJISI HAIllero oO0Ilero cyacTus. YMOJIsio TeOsi: Beph MHE, KaK Bepuia, U HU O

4yeM He pacclpalirBai 00Jbliie.

— IlycTph OymeT Tak, Kak Thl XOYelllb.

W enBa 3abpe3xkuics ceeT, MenuTta pa3dynuina MapeMy 1 mo3Bajla ee BMeCTe C
HeIO UOTU, YTOOBI MOKOHYUTH BHITPY3KY JIOOKH; a KOra OHU TyHa COIIHU, TO
MapeMa yBuesa, 4yTo MenuTa ogHa 37ech paboTajia HOYbIO, a TeIlepb OHU B3SITIUCH
3a [1eJI0 BOBOEM U TPYOUJIUCH TaK 0€30TCTYIIHO, YTO K BeYepy BCe, YTO IIPUBE3EHO
OBIITO B JTOOKe, OBLIIO BTAllleHO Ha Oeper, u obnerdyeHHas jlafgbs MOOHSIIACh U
3aKayajiach B CBOeM MaJIeHbKOU OyxTe.

Bo Becwk menb Menuta ¢ MapeMoio He BO3BpAIlAJINCh B IEIePy, ¥ KOrfa CTajio
TEeMHEThb, OHHU eIlle 0CTAaBaJIMCh ¥ MOpPsi. MapeMa He pa3 mophIBajach YHUTH, HO
MenuTa ee yoepzKuBaja, ¥ OHM CTaJIM MOOHUMATHCSI HaBEePX TOJBKO TOT[a, KOraa
JIyHa YTOHYJIa 3a CKaJIbl ¥ BOKPYT CAEIaI0Ch TEMHO.

Torgma oHM THUXO IIPOHUKIIN B CBOIO II€IepPy, HEe 3aME€4YE€HHEIE prneHHI/IeM, 1 He
3aKUrajii OTr'H4, YTOOBI BLITOHSATD HaACEKOMEIX, a YJIETJTINCh KaXKIasd Ha CBOeEM MeCTe
BIIOTBEMaAxX...

U Menuta, Ka3anocCh, cerdac e 3aCHyja, HO MapeMa Ha4dajla 4YTO-TO UCKaTh, U
IIOTOM CTajla eCTh, ¥, CHIeJIaBIIi HECKOIBKO I'JIOTKOB, BOAPYT BCKPUKHYJIA, KaK Obl
IIpUHSAJIA YTO-TO IPOH3UTEJILHOE UJIX OCTPOE.
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Torpa okasanmoch, YTO U MeJiMTa He claja, IIOTOMY YTO OHA XXKWBO BCKOYHJIA U
CIIpoCcHUia B UCIyTe:

— Y10 ¢ T0O0I0 CIIy4YUJIOCH?

MapeMa CPpa3dy HU4Yero He oreevdaijia, HO KOraga Menuta IIOBTOPHIJIa BOIIPOC, Ta en
OTBeTHJIa KakK ObI U3 KAKOI'0-TO OTHOaJIEHbA:

— Co MHOM HUYETO0 He CIIyYHUJIOCh... HO 51 He X04y 0oJiee eCTb, IIOTOMY... YTO... S BCe
Telepsh MoHsNa... [Ipynenmnuit 6e3 muu!..

Menuta en He oTBeYasia HU CJIOBA.

Houb mporima 6eCIIoOKOMHO, B IPEPLIBUCTHIX rpe3ax. O6enM KeHITUHaM Ka3aJlioCh,
Kak OyaTo OHU BUOST [IpymeHIUs U CHIBIIIAT ero Iaru, ¥ BOT OH BEChb UCXYyal,
rjla3a ero OKpyTrIUJIuCh... OH TTISAOUT OecrioKoiHo... MenuTta! Menuta! ckopei
3apaBayu emy mero!

A oHO yKe OBIJIO 3aJaHO.

YTpom Ha TpeTsu CyTKM MenuTa BOBCe He BhIlIa. M3 meinepsl mokasanachk OgHaA
TOJILKO Mapewma, u IlpyneHIuy CTOPOXKUII ee OSIBJIEHUE.

— 3apascTByii! 3opaBcTByl, Mapema! — 3akpu4ai OH el IOCTpafaBIlINM, HO ellle
BeCeJIbIM T'oj1ocoM. [Iponinu ykKe ABe HOYM U OeHb, KakK 5 0KHOalo 30eCh CBOETO
3aCIyKeHHOT0 IIpaBa IIpuxkaTh K MOeMy BEPHOMY cepAly munyio Menuty. Teneps
y2Ke HeJOJIr0 OCTalIoCh MHE K[AaTh, HO 3a4YeM OHa Me[JIUT, — 3a4eM [0 CUX IIOP
MHE He CKaXKeT: B YeM {1 [OJI2KEH BhIIepzKaThb MO€e HUCIbITaHbe. YU ThI, MOXKET
OBITh, C TEM TEIeph BHIIIIA, YTOOLI CKa3aTh MHE, YTO sI JOJIXKEeH crenaThk? ['oBopu
JKe CKopee: s yTOMUJICSA 3[1eCh 02KUAaTh NpUKa3aHbsi MeJuTHL...

— MenuTa MHe HUYEro He cKa3aJjia, — OTBedasia MapeMa, CTapasiCh He TJIsaeTh Ha
[MpynmeHI1ust, KOTOPHIM IPU caMOM OerjioM B3TrIsie Ha Hero mokKasacs eu
U3HYPEHHBLIM U CTPAIITHBIM.

— Kyna ke ugenib Th?

—4d uny... YTOORI IIOMMATh YOormo pr6y K IIOMCKATh B PaCIll€/IMHaX IITUYbUX SUII...
3aBTpa Bellb K Be4Uepy MenuTa roTOBUT CB&)IGGHBIIZ IImp...

— Ax, oHa yx rotoBut! IIpekpacHO, mpeKpacHO... Mau ke CKOpel, JIOBU PHIOY... U
sUIla eCTh II0 yTecaM... A MenuTa, BEpHO, BEIUET caMa U CKaxXXeT MHe, YTO JOJIXKeH
s coenaTth... MHe, KCTaTU, O4€Hb XO4YeTCs eCTh.

— 41 BOpOYyCh U CKaxy e, 4TO TEl XO4elllb €CTh.
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— Her, He Hago, MapemMma. 4 ei mam cIoBO, YTO He OyOy ee HU O YeM IPOCUTh, ITOKa
OHa MeHs KJIUKHET... YXOOU, Kyfa Thl UJelllb... MHE HYKHO TepIIeHbE.

U Mapewma ymuia, a [IpygeHnur ocTancs OOUH U CHOBA BECH LIEJIBIN OEHb
IIPOTOMUJICS B 3aTBOPE; OH TO IIOAXKUAall MenuTy, To ee KJIMKaJ, HO BCe 3TO OBLIO
HampacHO — MenuTa He ITOKa3ajlaCh eMy HU Ha MIHOBeHHe oKa. OHa LeJIbli JeHb
Oe3ycTaHHO pa3bupasna BCe IepeHeCeHHEIEe C JTalby BEIU U C TAaKUM BKyCOM yOpasa
[emrepy, 4To ee MOXKHO OBLIIO IPUHSATH 3a OYEeHb 071ar0yCTPOEHHOE XKUJIUIIE
4yeJioBEKa CO BKycoM. B nmepepHeM, O0IbIIIOM ITOMEIeHUU ObLI HAKPHIT OOJIBIIION
CTOJI, yCTaBJIEHHBIM MHOXKECTBOM AOPOTOU U ITPEeKPaCHOU IIOCYAEl, a BOalu 3a
CTOI00M, OOBUTHIM LIBETHBIMU TKaHSIMH, BO3BBIIIAJIOCH IIBIIITHO YOPaHHOE J102XKe IO
royry00r0 3aBeCOU U C JJaMIIaMH y U3T0JIOBbS.

Bce 3T0 TpeboBasio MHOTO UCKYCCTBa U BKyCa, U TPYAHO OBIJIO TPOU3BECTU TaKOe
IIpeBpallleHre B OOUH IeHb; HO MenuTa He XKajeja Tpyaa, ¥ OH OOWH, BEPOSITHO,
IIOMOT el He CJIbIXaTh XKaJ0OHBIX CTOHOB [IpymeHIrs, KOTOPHIN C ITOJIYOHS YKe
yTpaTHuil TepneHue u 3Bajl MenuTy, Kpuda ei, YTO OH YYBCTBYET MYYUTEJIbHBIN
TOJIOf.

— Menuta! — Kpudan oH, — MenuTa! O 4ero Thl 3a0BIBa€EIllb, YTO S YEJIOBEK U
4TO T'OJIOf JKeJlyKa JaeT 3HaTh 0 cebe OecnipecTaHHo... [[0OBOpU MHe CKOpee, Kakoe
s1 Te0e MOoIKeH JaTh J0Ka3aTelIbCTBO, UTO 51 HU C YeM He CPaBHIO TBOIO JIFOOOBB...
UJI¥ 9 30eCh yMpPY OT rojiofa.

Ho Menuta Bce yOupajsa IIOKOU M He IIpUlllJia K HEMY Ha ero 30B, U [IpymeHIu# Tak
IIPOTOMMIJICS 0O Bedepa, KOrha yBuaasl BO3Bpalllalollyocss MapeMy U 3aKpuyasl eu:

— Mowu My4eHUus NPeB30IUINA YKe BCAKYIO Mepy...
— ThI cTapaucs He OyMarTh...

— Ax, He MoTy! He MOT'y 51 He IyMaTh — T'0JIOT )KeCTOY€e BCEBO3MOKHBIX My4YEeHUH. ..
4 Goroch, 4TO 1 HE JOXKUBY IO yTpa...

— Crapalicsl yCHYTb... IYCTb BO CHe Tebe CHUTCS Menura.

— AX, g yXKe 1ipo0oBaJ craThk... U BO CHe TO K€ caMoe CHUTCSH... ECTh X04y, eCTb
xouy! CtpamrHo, Mapema, MHe, cTpamrHo! YV Tebst Tam roe-HuOynob, BEPHO, €CThb
IITUYBLU sitilla — OPOCh MHE OOHO U3 HUX, 51 yMHUpaIlo.

— He cmero, — oTBevasia MapeMa U CKOPO CKOJIb3HYJIa B IIellepy, KoTopas Oblla
oCBellleHa MHOTHMH OTHSIMH ¥ IIopa3uia MapeMy CBOMM HEOXHUOAHHBIM
BEJINKOJIEIIEM.

— YTo 3to OymeT? — crpocusia Mapema.
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— 3aBTpa 3mech OymeT cBameOHBIN ITUP, — OTBedYana MenuTa.

— CBage06uni up!.. O Menuta! ocTeperuch, 4ToOH 3TO He OBIJI IIOXOPOHHEBIN 00ef.
U, ckazaB 3To, MapeMa npucesna 4, ONyCTUB PYKHU U T'OJIOBY, 3aphigaia.

— O 4yeM THI Tak MJjayelsb? — copocuia Menura.

— 4 cenyac Bupgena IIpymeHnysa U Cibllllaja ero CTOHHL... ETo My4aeT roiofn, u OH
yMupaer.

— Ho Begp ero paHblile My4HuJI €Ile WHOU T'OJIO. ..
— Her, ronop x)esnynka cTpallHee BCIKOTO OPYroro TOMIIEHbBS.

— Ilonno, Mapewma. Benp u 1 ToXke He eM. MapeMa pmocTasia U3-3a TYHUKU STUL0
MOPCKOU NTHUIILI U CKa3aa:

— 4 uenelii geHb mpoBesia 6e3yCHelHo U HaCUJTy JocTaja Bcero aBa sima. OgHo, —
pu3HaCch Tebe, — Cchejia ChIPoe, U OHO MHE OT T'0JIofia MMOKa3aJiocsi BKyCHO. Chelllb
TBI 3TO Opyroe. Ero mpocun y meus [IpymeHIuii, HO s He gajia eMy.

— W MHe 0HO TOXKe He HYXKHO: 5 TEPIJII0 TO Xe, 4TO TepnuT [IpyneHuui! — u C
9THUM CJI0BOM MenuTa B3sijia U3 pyK MapeMmsl sii1o u 6pocusia ero o6 moJl.

— 3mech eCTh MHOTO CheCTHOTO, — moOaBujia OHA, — HO ST HUYEero He Kacasachk.
1o cebe pa3Mepsio, YTO OH MOXKET CHeCcTHu 6e3 Bpea AJid ero XKU3HU. JIar u yCcHH, a
3aBTpa C yTpa CTaHEM T'OTOBUTH 00€l, 1 BBeUEPYy Pa3peIInuTCs BCe, YTO TaK AOJITO U
MYYUTEIbHO AJINJIOCH.

XIX

W BOT mpo1a yzKacHasi HO4b, KOTOpPasi BCeM IMOKa3ajach Aoira 6€ECKOHEYHO U BCEX
ucromuia. Hacramno Tsaxkesoe yrpo. O6e XKeHIIWHBl PaHO IPOCHYJIMCh, 1 Mapema
TOTYac ke BeibexkKasia, 4TOOBI B3TIsTHYTh Ha [Ipymenuusi. KOHOIIa ©U3MEHUJICS B 9Ty
MOCJIEIHIOI0 HOYb CUJIbHEE, YeM BO BCE IIPOTEKIIIee BpeMs: JTUI0 eT0 CHEeIanoCh
cepoe u MajieHbKoe, 00a rja3a BBAJIUIIMCh U Ka3a/IUCh COBEPIIIEHHO KPYTJIBIMH, a
ryOBI TOYepHEeNIU, U U3-3a HUX BUOHEJINCh OBa psima Oenblx 3y0oB, Kak OyaTo
ocy1abHYBIIIMX B AeCHAX, ¥ BOCIAJIEHHBIH SI3LIK U TOPTaHb... ['0JI0[ €Tr0o Jorphi3ai, —
[IpymeHUIuMH yXe He UMeJl CUJI U CTOHATh; OH CU[EJI, IIPHUCJIOHSICh KO BXOMOY, ¥ TUXO
Kavasicsi, IPUAaBIuBas UCXYIaJIbIMU PYKAMU OMYCTOIIEHHBIN XKUBOT.

Hanpacro Mapema xoTeia ero yTeliuTh ¥ TOBOpUJia eMy O OJIM30CTH CYaCThs B
obnaganbe Menutoro, — [IpymeHIIn He OTBedaJsl e HU CJI0Ba.

Korpga xke MapeMa cka3zasia 00 aTom MenuTe, Ta oTBeYasa:
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— 9710 Tak gomxkHO ObITE! Korma 3710 He XOTAT mo6eguTh PacCyqKOM, TO OHO
nmobexpaeTcs cTpafgaHusaMu. Ho He OymeM roBopuTh 00 3TOM, a [aBai cKopee
MIPUTOTOBJISITH BCE JIyYlllNe KYIIaHbs, KaKUe YMeeM.

U oHm oToOpanu u3 BCeX 3alacoB BCe, YTO OBIIO JIYUINero, U CTajlu TOTOBUTH BCE
61tona, Kakue ymenu. 3to TpeboBasio HeMaJio TPYIOB, U IPUTOTOBJIEHUS ellle He
OBUIM COBCEM KOHYEHBI, KOTfla COJIHIIe CTaJI0 CIIyCcKaThbCs 3a cKasbl. Torga Memnura
CKa3aJjla Mapewme:

— OcTaBuM Ha BpeMd MsACa U IIJIOOBI — IIYCTb XOPOIIEeHBKO TOMSATCA Ha YI'JIAX, a MBI
HOIZ)IGM IIog py‘-lef/i — OMOEeMCsI CBexXel CTPY€EI0O BOOBI X1 OOEHEM JIy4dIlIXEe Halllr
OonoezKhbI.

MapeMa moiiia ¢ Helo U yOUBUJIACh, YTO KOT'[la OHU BHIIUIA U3-TI07 00JIMBAHbBS, TO
MernuTta OTKphIJIa IPUHECEHHYIO CKIISTHUILY OParolleHHBIX IYX0B U HEOXKUOAaHHO
BBUIMJIA BCIO ee IIOPOBHY Ha CBOU BOJIOCHI ¥ Ha BOJIOCHI MapeMbl, U ITPU 3TOM
CcKa3zara:

— 4 Xo4y cpenaTh Tak, 4TOOBI MBI 00e UMeJiu BUI HeBeCcT. M 3aTeM, BO3BPATUBILNCH
B nemiepy, MenuTa cTaja CIelluTb yOOPKOU CTOJIa — pacCTaBuUjia KyBIIUHEI C
pPa3HOIBETHEIM BUHOM; pa3/i0xKuia (PyKTH Ha JTUCThSIX, U IIOQJIUBEL K MsicaM, U
3aropodKu U3 TecTa B IIIUHSHLIX OI0[IaX; a IOTOM 3aCBETHJIa OTHHU, OTKpPhIIa
IIOCTeJIb U CTajla MeXKOy Hel M CTOJIOM, OfeTas B caMble MIBIIIHBIE IJIaThs, a
Mapewme cka3zaja:

— IlpucTaBb CKOpeM JIECTHUITY U IIOAY U CKaxXKu [IpymeHIInio, 4YTO S ero IpUrialiaio
COUTH.

MapeMa HCIIOJTHHIa 3TO B OOHO MTHOBEHME, HO KOTla OHa BOIIlJIa B BEPXHIOIO
nemtepy K [IpymeH1yio, To yBUAasa ero B y?KaCHOM U3HYPEHUU — OH yKe He CUMell,
a JiexkaJjl ¥ Ha BOIIPOCHI MOT' OTBeYaTh OUYeHb He CKOPO U 0YeHb HEBHATHO. OH
TOJIBKO TMXO0 MaxaJl pyKOO U maBaJjl YYBCTBOBATh, UTO [JIs1 HETO HUYTO He BaXKHO,
KpoMe roJjiofia, KOTOPEIM OH UCTOMUJICS.

[onrooxugaemMoe IIpuriameHre MeauTel HIUMajIo ero He 0KHUBUJIO U He
oOpamoBaro.

— Bemb 3T0 HacTas Yac TBoel pafgocTu! — roBopuiia eMy Mapema, HO OH TOJIBKO
OTMAaxXHYJICS PYKOIO ¥, 00paTsCh B CTOPOHY, ITPOIIIEITall:

— Kypa... Xke... THI gena... AUL0... MOPCKOU YauKu?
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— YTto Tebe Temepsh OO0 Ailla YaWKU... TeOST 0XKUOaeT POCKOIIHBIN CTOIM H... eIlle
OosbITe POCKOIIHEIE Tacku MenuThl!.. BcTaHb cKopee Ha HOTM — $ ITOMOTY Tebe
COUTH C JIECTHUIIEL.

OH cTay ToOgHUMAaTHCS, HO 3aKaydaJiCsd, yIaja U cKa3all:
— 4 He B cumax.

Torpma xxuBass Mapema cxBaTuia [IpygeHiys, Kak OUTsI, Ha CBOU CUJIbHEIE PYKH,
CHecCJIa ero C JIECTHUIIBI, OIIyCTHJIa Ha 3eMJII0 U, [aB €My OIIPaBUTLCS, I1oaBesla ero
o7, PYKH KO BXOAY B OCBEIIEHHYIO TIelllepy, I'le B CUsIHbe OTHEeM cTosiyia 6JiecTsIias
KpacoTtou u yoopom Menuta. OHa BcTpeTusa [IpymeHIIns C TaCKOBOM yJILIOKOU 1
CcKa3zaJla eMy JIaCKOBBEIM I'OJIOCOM:

— IlpuBeT Mou Tebe, rocrioguH Mo I[Ipynenuuii! Bxogu u Oynb 3geCh BlaCTeTMHOM
BCETO0, YTO ThI BUAUIIb. TH IIepeHeC UCIBITaHbe, U 3aTO S Haio Tebe Hago MHOIO
BCSIKO€ TIPaBo... [TUp U3roTOBIEH... TocIeqHue OII0ga CKOPO IOCIEIT Ha TUXOM
OTHe, U OpadyHOe JI0KEe TOTOBO... U 5 KOy MOEro rocrnoguHal!

— Ilpu saTom MenuTa npoTsHyia 00e pyKu K [IpyoeH1I1io, HO OH OTBEPHYJICS OT Hee
U, IOBE[SI BKPYT KaK Obl yTPAaTUBIIMMHU 30PKOCTh I'lTa3aMu, HETEPIIEIUBO
BOCKJIUKHYII:

— TTogozkmou!.. ¥ cCKaxku MHeE: I'le JKe 9TO SIUII0 TUKOU IITUIILI?

— 4 pa36una ero, — orBevdasna Menurta. — ITogu OTOOXHU, TOCIOOUH MOM, Ha
jioxke... Beow g cama ero ctiana ajsa Tebsi, MOero rocnofHa... A mocjse Tel OyOelb
€CTh CaMble BKYCHBIE KYIIIaHb.

— Ax, aT0 Bce nyctaku!.. [TogaBait MHe ceiidac BCe, YTO TaM KUIIUT UJIU e4YeTCs!
— Kylmaube Bce elle He TOTOBO.

— A 9TO XKe 4YTO 3[IeCh TaKOe OLIMUTCS B TIIMHSIHOM Otofe?

— 9To nomayiuBa K 600aM M 3aropofKH U3 TecTa OJIs pa3BapeHHOTo Msca...

— Bort 51 1 cheM cerdac BCIO 9Ty MOAJIMBY M BCe 3arOPOOKH U3 TeCTa...

U oH noTsHYN K cebe OII000 € IIOOIUBOM M Hadall laKaTh ee U I'PEI3Th 3aTOPOOKY,
He oOpallasi HUKaKOT0 BHUMaHUSA Ha MenuTy, KoTopas 3TUM BpeMeHeM BCce
yoansanach TUXO Ha3and ¥, HaKOHeIl, BOBCe UCYe3Jia, TaK YTO C 3TOU IOPH
[Tpymennuii u MapeMa HaipaCHO UCKallu ee Ha yTece. C HeI0 BMeCTe yIIjia "
Jagbsi, KoTopas Oblyia cupsiTaHa B OyxTe, U Teneps [IpygeHnmii ¢ MapeMou ObIIH
OTpe3aHEl OT BCET0 OCTaJIbHOT'O MUpa.
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OHu HampacHO ob6eranu CO BCeX CTOPOH CKaJly ¥ UCKalu MenuTy, — oHa, 6e3
COMHEHUS, OCTaBHUJIa UX U CKPBIJIaCh, @ OHU OCTAJIMCh BABOEM U HE BUIEIIN HUKOTO
TPETHETO [0 TEX ITOP, ITOKAa Bo3jie MapeMbl cpa3y pa3faliuch OBa rojioca ABYX
HOBOPOXKIEHHBIX €10 OJTM3HEI0B... B 9TOT gens [IpyaeHIuii, comeqini BHU3 C
CBEPTKOM OeJIbsi, KOTOPOE OH [IOJIKeH OBLI BEIMBITH IJII CBOUX ABYX OTHU3HEIIOB U
mist MapeMbl, — 3aMeTHJI Ha MOPe TOYKY, KOTOpas Kak OyIOTO ITepeMeHsjia CBoe
MECTO... A ellle Yepe3 HEeCKOIbKO AHed [IpymeHIni yBUaall, YTO Ha TJIMHE CKaJIbl
HaJl caMOI0 OYXTOI0 OBIJI0O HaUEePTAHO YEM-TO OCTPBIM: «MenuTa MPUBETCTBYET
[IpymeHuust u MapeMy C OeThbMU UX U XKeJlaeT UM COTJiacus U fOOpomeTenbHOU
Ku3HU». Ellle ke yepes mecsi [IpyaeHIui yBUOE JIafbio elrle 6IuKe U BULEIT, YTO
Ha HeW ObUIM ABe XKEHIIWHBI M YTO K HEeH u3-3a CKaJ MOAoIIIa ApyTras Jlafbsd U Ha
9Ty Iepellia OqHa U3 OBYX XKEHIIWH, U TeIleph Ta JI0AKa, Ha KOTOPOM CUAETU ABe
JKEHIIUHEI, CTajla YIaJasaThCs, a Ta, Ha KOTOPOM OCTajlach OfiHA, — NPUOIUKAIach K

yTecy.

[TpymeH1UY CKOPO y3HAJ 10 OKpacKe, 4TO 3Ta JIOAKa ero u Ajkesi, KOTopas
nc4yesna C TOM HOYH, Kak yganunack Menura... [IpyneHnuii cka3an 006 3ToM
Mapewme, KoTOpas cugena TyT XKe, BO3Jie HeTo, Ha Oepery Mops U Iepikaja Ha
KaXIOM K3 CBOUX KOJIEH II0 3TOPOBOMY CMYTJIOMY PeOEHKY, N3 KOTOPBIX KaXKAbII
3aBJIafiesl OOHOU IPyAbI0 CBOEW MaTepHU M TaK KagHO COCaJl, YTO MOJIOKO BrIOeraso
y Hero oOpaTHO U3 YCT U KPYIIHLIMU O€JILIMU KalJIIMU CKOJIB3UJIO 10 CMYTJION
rpyou Mapewmel... Ho Mapema Teneps 3TOro He 3aMeydasia, IIOTOMYy YTO OHa clienusia
3a JIOOKOU, ¥ BOPYT BCKpUYasa:

— Papyticsi, munsiii [Ipynennuii!.. K Ham npubnuxkaeTcsi MaTh TBOSI, BOOBa
Edpocuna... Ml He ocTaHeMCs OOHU 3[eCh, X HalllM AeTH He OyOyT XKUTh
OUKapsSAMMU.

— Ia, — oTrBeyas e [IpyneHnul, — U 9 TeIlepb BUXKY:

9TO MaTh Mos, BooBa Edpocunal.. KTo nepenman el Hallly Jagbio U KTO yKa3all el
IIyTh K HaM?

— Koneuno, MenuTa. 9TO OHa ymanuiach Ha APYTO# jlafbe C CBOUM OPyrOM
OpmuHHen... OHU XPUCTUAHKHU.

[MpymeHIIn# 3agyMarscs U, Clens 3a NTPpuOIuKeHueM JI0IKW, KOTOPOI0, HeCMOTPS Ha
CBOM T'OJIbI, XOPOIIIO ellle ITpaBujia BooBa EdpocuHa, ckasas, CKIIOHSAsSICh K MapeMme:

— BoT Bce, KTO CTpacTHO NTIOOUT HaclaXXIOeHUs XKU3HH, BCerga pacCyXkaarT, YTO
OyOTO ranmierckoe ydeHue He TOOUTCS [OJI XKU3HHU... A IPUIIOMHU-Ka BCe, YTO

OBIJIO C HaMU, ¥ BBEIMIET, YTO BIIEpPE[ Aallbllle BCeX Buaesia ogHa MenuTa. 4 nepen
HEeI0 TaK MaJIofyIlleH, YTO He MOT OBl UATU C HElo psagoM. Kak xopolllo, 4To OHa He
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cBsizana cebs1 y3aMu Opaka C TaKUM ITOCPENCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, Kak si!.. [Tpu
Pa3HOCTHU BITISO0B U MBICJIEN MBI He HAIlJIM OBl B COI03€ COTJIachsi U MHpPa, a C
TOOOM MBI CYACTIUBHL... E€ MyX CIUIIKOM BHICOK U CEPhE3eH — OH CIIUIIKOM
OecromagHo mMobexKaaeT MII0Th. THI Ke U ... Ml CMOTPHUM MOPOIIIEe... 5 He 3Ha0, KakK
9TO CIIy4YHUIJIOCH, KaK 51 BCe JIIOOUI TaK CUIbHO MenuTy, U Telepb BUXKY, YTO OHA
HecpoaHa MHe, a Thl MHe Topa3mo Muiaee MenuTHl... 1 X0Tell CKPhIBAaThCS 3[IECh
BEYHO C MenmHTOM, — IIOTOM MHE TaK XOPOIIo ObLIIO 30ech XKe C TOOOM, U Teneph... 5
OOHAKO e PaAylcCh, YTO MaTh MOS HAaC pa3biCKajia U MBI HE OCTaHEMCSI B BEYHOH
pa3nyKe C TIOObMU... Bech KPyT MBICIIEN BO MHe Iepellles, — BCce Iepenesanoch C
HaMU UMEHHO TakK, KakK roBopusia Menurta. BepHo, Hago el BEpUTH BO BCEM.

— Ila, oHa yMHas XXeHIUHA.

— Hapgo cuutatsh OyX, a He IIJIOTh BJIaOBIKOIO 2KN3HU U 2KUTb HEe OJIsd TeX YyBCTB,
KOTOPHBIE HAYYAIOT HAC 0COOUTHCSI OT BCEX IIpodux JIIOI[GfI...

— IlpaBpa, [IpygmeHnuin.

— IlycTh Tak u OymeT, U KOorga MBI YKJIOHMMCS OT 9TOTO... IyCTh MBI caMu He OyzeMm
Ha CBOeu cTopoHe. Ecnu MEI morpemmM, TO He CTaAaHEM U3BUHATH Cce0s U OenaTh
cele 1mosica U3 JINCTHEB, IOTOMY YTO IPATAThCA — 3TO XyXKe 4YeM HeCThb IIOpUIlaHue,
KOTOPOTO 3aCly?KUBaellb.

— 4 cormacHa, — oTBedasia MapemMa.
— IIa, Bcerma MBI ¢ ToOOIO corjiacHbl! Kakoe 3T0 cuactue mjss oboux Hac!..

— U pns Hamumx oboux meTeu, — mokKa3ajia MapeMa Ha OIU3HSAT, KOTOPHIX YK
u3nanu yBugana 6abyiika ux, BmoBa E¢pocBHa, U Hadasna y/nel0aThCs BCEM U B
KOHIIe, OPOCUB BeCJIO, 3aKpHUyasa:

— Bort Tak pebGsita! dTakux s ellle He BCTpedasa.
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