O majieHBLKOH ¢hee U MOJIOAOM YaOaHe

Y miopeit o4eHb MHOTO I'PYCTHBIX CKAa30K; IPOMOJIYMM Ha BOIIPOC, IOUYEeMY 3TO TakK,
U IIOCJIyIllaeM OOHY U3 HUX, HOBYIO CKa3Ky Ha CTapylo TeMY, CKa3Ky, KOTOPYIO
pacckas3biBaloT Ha [lyHae, roiny6oi peke...

Hap IyHaeM ecTh nec, cTapbiii, MOLTHLIY jiec. OH HayMHaeTcs ¢ Oepera U yXOOUT
maJieko B IJIyOb IIOJIel; BETBU €r0 OePeBbeB HABUCIU Ha CUHUMU 3BYYHBIMU
BOJIHAMY PEKH, ¥ KOPHU UX, y3JI0BaThle U CMOPIIEHHEIE, BOOa I1eJIyeT U MOeT,
Haberas Ha 6eper C TUXUM, JJaCKOBBIM 3BYKOM.

2Kunu B ToM necy anb(dbl u ¢heu, u cTapble, MyOpble THOMBI IOCTPOUIIH B HEM, TI0[
KOPHSIMU [I€PEBBHEB, IBOPIILI CBOU, CUIS B KOTOPHIX OHM AyMaJii OYMBI IIPO XKU3Hb U
BCE OPYTroe, ITPO YTO HYKHO AyMaTh, YTOOBI OBITH MyOpPEIIOM.

Hoyamu OHU BBIXOOMJIM Ha TEHUCTHIN Oeper PeKu U, CUAS Ha KaMHSX, IIOPOCIINX
MSATKHUM TEMHO-3€JIEHBIM MOXOM, 1 Ha CTaphIX, ITOBaJIEHHBIX Oypelo CTBOJIax
oepeBbEB, CMOTPEN Ha BOJIHBI U CHIyIIAJIM TO, YTO OHU IIIENTald, TUXO npoberas mo
MOPS U3 HEMOHSITHOU, TYMaHHOU MI'JIOM 3aHaBEIIEeHHOU Oaliu.

B ToM ke mecy xuia u cTapas apuna Qe 1 4eThpe eé Jouepu; a U3 HUX camas
MeHbIasi OblJIa cCaMO¥M BECEJIOM, KpacuBol U cMmenoi. OHa Oblyla OYeHb MaJIeHbKas,
U €€ TOJIOBKA, BCS B CepeOPSHBIX BOJTHUCTHIX KYAPSX, IIOXOAMIIA Ha ITBIITHO
PaCUBETIIYIO JIUITHIO.

Llensie mHY OHa Oerara I10 Jiecy, a KOrja ycTaBajia, TO Caguach Ha BETBH CTApPOro
OYIIIUCTOTO OyKa; OH CTOsI/I OJIM3KO K TOMY Kparlo jieca, YTO BHIXOOUI B CTEMIb. DTO
OBLTIO e€ MI0UMOe MeCTO, ¥ C HETr0, Ype3 IBIIIHBIN 0JIOT OYIINCTHIX 3€JIEHBIX
BETBeM, BOJTHOBABIINICS, KaK MOpe, 4YyTh HaJ HUM IIPOMYUTCS BETEP, — OHA
BUpesia 0ECKOHEYHYIO IIIUPh CTEIN, HaUWHaBIIeNC sl celdac ke 3a J1eCOM U
YXOOUBIIIEH Tya — B PO30BaTO-TOJIyOyIO maib, e eé Kpal Kacaucs MITKOu
CHUHEeBHl Heba.

OHa cupmena BEICOKO Ha BeTKaX, BETep TUXO Kaydall UX IO Hel, U OHa Iejla, Hexkach
Ha COJIHIIE, O TOM, KaK XOPOIII0 OLITh heel 1 JKUTh B CTAPOM, TEHUCTOM JIECY.

ITtuner, 0a00YKHU U BCe, KTO KUJI BMECTE C Hel0, OUeHDb JIIOOMIIU €€, U el JKHUJIOCH
XOPOIIIO, OYEeHb XOPOIIIO.

U BOT C HEIO-TO M CIIy4YMJIaCch 3Ta I'PyCTHAS UCTOPHUS, O KOTOPOM PacCKa3kIBald MHE
OyHalCKue phIOaKu.
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Buin Maii, — cmaBHBIM, BECEIILIN Mali; CBeXKas, SIpPKO-3eJIEHas JINCTBa, POXKOEHHASA
UM, JIUKOBAJIa; IITyM €€ JINJICS HMIMPOKOM U 3BYYHOU CTPYEH B JTa3ypHOeE, TpKoe Hebo,
— a B HEM TUXO IIJIaBajiu OeJlble IIyXOBble 0OlaKa U TasiJid B IPKUX JIydaX BECEJIOr0
COJIHIIA BECHBHI.

Q®es KayajiaCh Ha BeTKax MOrydero 6YKa U IIeJIa; CTaphble BETBU MY3BIKAJIBHO M TUXO
CKPHUIIEJIN, 1 3€JIeHb UX IIIYMHO IIEIITalla XBaJly IIeCHE KpaCEIBI/IHbI-(i)eI/I:

Xopo11o Ha BeTKax OyKa

B sicHBIM MalCKUU OEeHb Ka4yaThCs

Y BoyIHOM AyILIMCTOU 3BYyKa

ITecHu neca ynuBaThCs!

OTa Onlna eé mobuMasi 1 0eCKOHEYHO IJIMHHAS ITeCHS.
Xopolo Becenou 6enKoum

[TpeITaTh C TOU HA 3Ty BETKY,

PaspriBast 6eJ10if HOXKKOM

ITayka necHoOro cetky!..

Y BOpyT 1m0 €€ ciyxa mOHecach, Kak OBl B OTBET €M, Ipyrasi 3BOHKAS U CMeJast
TIEeCHS:

XOpoI110 B CTEITHOM IIPOCTOPE,
HanmoéHHOM MSITKUM 3HOEM,
HaOmntomaTh, Kak B Hebe-Mope
MuyaTcs Ty4KH JIETKUM CTpoeM!

dest youBUIIaCh U UCIIyTaJlaCh HEMHOTO; 3Ta ECHS IIpPUJIeTesia CO CTEIH, U TOT, KTO
€€ TeJI, yMeJl IeTh; 3BOHKO U CTPOMHO 3ByUaJl ero rojioc 4, TOYHO Noaapa3HuBas
eé, BLI3LIBAaJI Ha COCTA3aHUe.

BeTpa Oy#HOTO ITOPHIBHI
Crenbio OeIIeHO JIeTT,
TouHOo B HEOE KPOIIKU-3BE3IBI

TToracuTth oHU XOTAT!
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9TOo eI He OOUH U3 JKaBOPOHKOB M HUKTO U3 COJIOBbEB; OHA 3HaJjla BCe UX IIeCHU!
KTto ke 3to nen? Ei 3aX0Ten0oCh Y3HATh.

Kak KpacuBa ceTh BETBEU
IIy6a MoIIHoTo 1 Bsi3a!

OHa 3aMoiT4aya, — ¥, TaK KaK OHa Obl/la XKEeHIIIMHAa, OHa Obljia TIIecjIaBHa, a IIOTOMY
TOTYAcC XKe U MoJayMajla, YTO CO OHS CBOET0 POXKOEHUS JIeC He CIIbIXall TaKOu
KpacUBOM 1 3BYYHOM MECHHU, KaK BOT 3Ta, KOTOPYIO OHA TOJILKO 4TO ciena. Ho He
yCIIeJI elllé jec MIyMOM BeTBel CKa3aTh el cnacu00, KaK CO CTEIIN ITOJIUJIOCh:

Crtens pogHasa! OT Kpas 0o Kpasd
KOBBIIEM ITOPOCIA THI CEOBIM;
BonbHBIN BETED, C HUM HEXKHO UTpas,
Hap To60%# MOIITHOM IITHUIIEH JIeTaeT
U Becérsnble CHBI HaBeBaeT...

W nneIBYT, ¥ KITyOSITCSI, KaK OBIM,
CTau Ty4 C BBICOTHI TOJIyOO0HU

Ianeko, majieko Hang ToOoi! ..

Manenbkast pest 6e1KoM B3oOpasach Ha CaMyI0 BepIIMHYy OyKa ¥ CMOTpPeJia B CTeIlb.
B He#t goropain meHb, U €€ Kpai, 0 KOTOPOM MeJIoCh, OBIJT OKpallleH B SPKUM IMYPITyDP,
TOYHO TaM OBIJI pa3BellleH rPOMaHbINM OapXaTHBIM 3aHaBeC U B CKJIaiKaX ero
ropeJsio 30JI0TO. A Ha OBIIIHOM (pOHE 3TOr0 3aHaBeca pUCOBajlach TaKas KpacuBas U
cTpaHHas GUrypa Koro-To C AJIMHHOM MaJIKOW B pyKax U B 0eJIof OBeYbed IMIKype Ha
nnedax u nosice. OHa CTOsAJIa Ha OOHOM U3 Te€X MaJIeHbKUX XOJIMUKOB, 10T
KOTOPHIMHU KUBYT CYCJIMKU U KPOTHI, ¥, IPOCTUPAs PYKHU K Jiecy, nesna. bombiie
HU4Yero He O6bUIO BUAHO. A KoTrfa IIecHs, 3BOHKas U cMeJiasi, Obljla ITporneTa, pee Tak
CUJILHO 3aX0TeJIOCh IIOCMOTPETh N00JIMKe Ha TOT0, KTO IeJl e€, 4YTO OHa I'oToBa
Onliia mobexkaTh Ty[da, HO, BCIIOMHUB paccKa3bl MaTepPU O TOM, YTO II0 CTEIIH YacCTo
XOOST JIIOOY U YTO C HUMMU JIy4llle He BCTPedaThCs, KOJIU He XO4ellb Hec4aCThs, —
yOep2Kasach U MOJIidya, He OTPHIBasiCh, BCE CMOTpeJIa Ha IIeBlja. A OH, KOHYHUB CBOIO
IEeCHIO0, B3MaxHYJI Hal I'OJIOBOM MaJIKOU, CBUCTHYJI U, KDUKHYB K JIeCy: «Jrou!
[Tpomtaii!», MErKUMHU MIaraMu IIOIIEN TyAa, B CTENb, OTKyda BHIIIJIBIBAJIU HaBCTPEUy
eMy TOHKHNE CTaul MYTHO-TOJIyOOM MTJIbl, — TIOIIENI U CHOBA CTasl MEeTh.

EcTb nmu 4TO-HUOYOB OIS T'71a3a
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[Tomst romoro mepTBeun?!.

Kak cepe6p${HbIe KOJIOKOJIbYHKHM, 3BEHEJI €€ T0JIOC, KOTla OHa I1ejia 9Ty
II€CEeHKY-BBI30B, 1 B OTBET IIOJIy4YHJIa:

CeTb U3 Cy4YbeB YEPHBIX CIJIEN
OTOT CTaphbii, XMYyPHIH JIEC,

W nma3ypHBIU cBOO HebOecC

I'ma3 Mot B HEM OBl He HAIIETI.

910 dero paccepauiio. Pa3Be CKBO3b BETBU NePEBLEB He BUMHO Jia3ypHOTo Heba?
ToT, KTO Tes 3TU IeCHU, HUKOTHa He ObIBaJjl B J1eCy. A BOT YTO XOPOIIETO B
6eckoHeYHO OOJILIIIOM U T'0JIOM II0Jie, — 3TO TPYAHO CKa3aTh U myapeny! OHa
TPOMKO 3aKpuyaja B CTeIlb:

Ecnu 1o ctenu mpoOHOCSTCS BBIOTH,

[Iuko u OyHO B HEM BeTep IOET,

Jlec B 3TO BpeMs B TOCKE U UCIIyTe

CTpamHo myMUT ¥ MHE CIIaTh He JaeT!

Korpa ona npucnyianack — B CTEIIX KTO-TO BECEJIO CMESIJICS.

— AX, KaK 39TO HeBeXkJIMBO! — BCKpHUasa ¢es ¥ I0OYyBCTBOBAJIa B cebe xkejlaHue
100equTh.

Jlecy xBany s mot!

— 3arieia OHa 3BOHKO. Bech 1ec 0o mocjiemgHero KYCTHKa JIaCKOBO 3alllyMe]l
68.pX8.THOfI JIUCTBOM, U €€ TOJI0C 2KaBOPOHKOM B3BHJICA B HeOo.

CnymanTe, OTUIBEL, MEeH! ..

1% HEYTIrOMOHHO II€BIIINE IITUYKKW 3aMOJI4Yalll, 4100 IIOCIIyIIaTh U IIOYYUTHCHA CIIABUTH
JIecC.

[Tecus MOs1! TPOMKO 3BEHH,
Jlericst THI B He0OO IIpeKpacHoe!
ConHie! TH IIECHb MOIO

35aToM nmy4dei oOmeKu
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U nipeBpaTu B OTOHBKHY,
YHucTele, KPOTKUE, SICHEIE!..
[Iycts OHU eCHBIO 6€e3 CJIOB
Hourro 110 51€CY N1eTarT

U cBeTnAKaMu CUSIOT

B 3eneHu MoOUIHBIX Oy0OB!..

W TyT OHa BCTajla Ha TOJICTHIM CYK OyKa, BHOXHOBEHHO 3aKWHYB I'0OJIOBY Ha3af, U,
MMOOHSIB MaJieHbKHe Oesble PYYKHU K HeOy, 1eJjia manee:

Mot cTapbiii, JOOPBIM, YyOHBIN J1eC!
TBI TAaWHBI MUD, THI MUD Yygec!
Kymnasice B 3ammaxe ryctom

ToOoi1 B3/1eIeTHHBIX 1IBETOB,
Becenpix niTamek QUBHBIN XOP
Tebe xBambl MOET!..

ITom KaxXmou BETKOU M JIMCTKOM
2KuByT OyKalIKu, MOTBLUIBKH. ..

A MeX KOpHSAMU B MpakKe HOP
2KUBET CypOBBIN KPOT;

W poOKuit KPONMUK, U JIKCAa,

W XKENTHIN YK, U OCTPHIU €XK,

W pe3BhIl 371G, U MYyOPHIA THOM
B Tebe Hauiu npuioT!

O nec!.. Bcex iTu4ek rosoca,
[Tyckay XOTh BEK OHU 3BEHAT —
3a HOYBIO HOYb U OEeHb 3a JHEM —

Tebs1 He BOCIIOIOT,
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Mou cTapslii, YyOHBIM, MOLIHEBIY Jiec!
Tuxo BeTep TY4YKU I'OHUT,

TeHu ux Ha CTelb yoaju...

W KOBBUIb T'OJIOBKM KJIOHUT, —
910 TeHU cTeOIU CMSIU.

Tuxuy 1M0POX KOBBIJISA

[InaBHO nMBHETCS B Hebeca,
TouHO 4bHU-TO rojoca

[lTerruyT cKa3Ku, Becens

IyL1y I0HYI MOXO.

XulHBEIN 0epKyT IIJIaBHO BEETCS
TaM BBICOKO TOYKOU YEPHOMU,

U oTTyma KJIEKOT IBETCH,
KEeKOoT MOILIHBIN ¥ 3aJOPHBIN.
LlapcTBO CUJIBI U CBOOOIBI —
Crtenp Mory4dasi MOA...

[ToToM cJi0Ba IMECHU CHEeJIaiCh HECJILIITHEIMY, B JIeC JIeTeJIU OOHU TOJIbKO 3BYKHU, U
(ee OBLIIO CTAmKO CIIyIIaTh UX; @ KOTa U OHU IPOIajiv, IIOTEPSIBIIUCH B
0e3rpaHUYHON CTETHOM paBHWHE, OHA BMECTe C HUMU IOTepsjia U CUIIy3T IEBIIq,
YTOHYBIIETO B MSATKOM Mope MTJIbl. Torga oHa 3agyM4YUBO CIIyCTUJIaCh Ha 3eMJII0 U
TUXO TIOIIJIa B CBOM IBOPELl; HO TO, YTO pPaHbIlle MHTEPECOBAJIO €€, — UT'PHI 31bGOB C
MOTBUIBKAMU, U CUSIHbE CBET/ISIKOB, ¥ paboTa MeK BETBSIMU JOMOBUTHIX ITAYKOB,
IIIOPOX JINCTHEB IOl HOT'0I0, TEHW MSTKHUE Ha BCEM, M COTHYBIIUNUCS OYTOI0 HMOTYIISTh
UOyIIU# THOM, — BCE 9TO He OCTaHaBJIUBAJIO Ha cebe e€ SICHBLIX I'JIa3; OHA JyMala o
TOM, KTO TaK MHOT'O U TaK CJIaBHO IIeJI TaM, B CTEIH, U el XOTeJI0Ch y3HaTh, UTO 9TO
Ob1710. BoT oHa mpuina K cebe. E€ MaTh U CECTPHI cOOMpPasnucCh Ha CBagb0y K
OOHOMY ITIOYTEHHOMY KPOTY U CTallM 3BaTh €€ C C000M, HO el He 3aX0TeJI0Ch U
9TOT0; TOTIA MaTh CIIPOCHUJIA €€:

— Yro TH TaKas rpycTtHas, Mausa? Tel ycTana unm Tebs OnsATh Hallyraau 9TU
cTapbie pa300MHUKY — BOPOHBI?
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— Her, He 310, MaMa, coBceM He 3TO!
W oHa pacckasaa BC€, 4TO C Helo OBIJIO, a IIOTOM CIIPOCHJIa, YTO TaKoe OBIJIO 3TO.
CécTpHl €€ He YIUBUIKUCH €€ pacCcKa3ly, OHU BCKpUYAJIU:

— IlpocTo aTO yabaH! a Tel — Oypouka! — u ybexkanmu Kyga-To, cMesich, Opocast
OpYyT B ApyTa IIBeTaMHu U Kpuda: — MEI Bac XKaEM!

— Ila, 9TO TONBKO YabaH, Mos moyka! — ckasana es-maTh. — OH eIle Moo,
OOJIZKHO OBITH, BOT U PaCIIesiCS TaK; KOrfa ITOXKUBET, TaK Pa3y4YUTCS IETh.

Omna onbiTHas OblIa, 3Ta Iapuia Qem.
— Yo 3HauuT yabaH, MaMa? — COpocuia Maws.

— YabaH — 3T0 ToXkKe denoBeK. OH ImaceT OoBell U IOTOMY Ha3kIBaeTCs YabaH.
YabaHbI, BITPOYEM, BCE-TAKU JIyUIlle OPYTUX JTIOOEM, He TaK 3JIbl U JIXKUBHI, KaK T€;
OOJIZKHO OBITH, 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO OHU BCE BpPeMs XKHUBYT C OBLIAMMU.

— OH He MOXKEeT HUYEero OypHOro MHe caeaTh, MaMa®?

— O#n-T0? HeT, s mymalo, 4YTO MOKET, IIOTOMY 4YTO Beb OH BCE-TaKu deoBeK. Ho
BeOb OH K TeOe He MOUMET, Thl K HeMy — Toxke? He Tak nu? Tebe Heuero 60sIThCH,
meBo4YKa!

W onaTh cKaxy: Llapulla deli Obljla pefKas KeHIMHAa; OHa OblJla yMHa U XOPOIIIO
3HaJa JIIogeu, HO, BUOHO, Mo3abnljla KOM 0 YEM Ha 9TOT pas.

Maiist 3aMoJsT4asia, ¥ OHU IIOIIIX Ha cBagbOy KpoTa. TaM ObII0 Becesio, cobparcs
4yTh HE BECh JIeC: TpOMagHas TOJNa Ky3HEe4YUKOB U CTPEKO3 COCTaBUjIa OYE€Hb
3BYYHBIM OPKECTP ¥ CIaBHO UTpa’ia; 3/1b(Gbl, MOTHIJILKY 1 APyrue obuTaTesu Jeca
TAHIIOBAJIM U IIeJiF, a apuila el ¢ JoYepbMH CHUesia Ha MBIIITHOM TPOHE U3
TIOJIBIIAHOB, U MalCKUe KYKHU CIIyKUJIU €l, IOJHOCS TO POCYy C COKOM (puajioK, TO
MOJIOKO U3 JIECHBIX OPEXO0B U Pa3HbIe OPYyTrue KYIIaHbA U CIIaCTU; MyOpble THOMEL
TOJIKOBaA/IU MeXKAy co00M 0 XKU3HU U OAPYTrUX TalHaxX; Myapeuniue eiée 00biie
y0OekImanuch B TOM, YTO AEUCTBUTEJIPHO BCE CyeTa CyeT U TOMJIEHHE AyXa. BhIio
OYeHb BeceJio!

2KeHux ObIJT IPUBETIIUB U OYE€Hb BaXKeH, IOTOM — OH OBIJT HETJIYII ¥ OYEeHb
3aXXUTO4YEH. ['0OCTH HU Ha YTO HE MOTJIH I102KAJIOBAThCS U C JIIOOE3HBIMU YIIBIOKAMU
BBICJTYIIIMBAJIN €T0 PACCYKIOEHHUST O TOM, YTO I'JIJaBHOE B XKU3HU OOIIECTBA — CEMbS,
OH 3TO IIOHUMAET U BOT XKEHUJICS, YeEM B HEKOTOPOM POfie OKa3aJl 00IIeCTBY yCIIyTy,
mo6aBUB K 00IIell CyMMe ero 3BeHbEB-CEMEU eIle€ OOHY.
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HegecTa 6bl1a, JOJIKHO OBITh, OYEHBb CYACTJIMBA, IIOTOMY YTO BCE BpeMsi MOT4Yara,
M, KOTJla e€ CIpalrnBajy 0 4éM-HUOyOb, OHa BMECTO OTBETa yJbi0asach TaKOu
MSITKOU 1 HOOpPO# YIIBIOKOM.

Maiie OBITIO CKYyYHO. YIYYUB MHUHYTKY, OHa CIIPOCHUJIa KPOTa, YTO OH OyMaeT O
yabaHax.

— Yabauwr?! Ckpp!.. 6pp!.. d-Taku 6n1u3ko 3Hato ux! O ga, IpUHIIECCA, A-TaKU UMeJT
c HuMu pgejio! OHu GeOHBI BCerya, U M03TOMY BCce Herogsiu 1 pa3ooiuHuku. O ma, 3To
yX& BepHO! 910 Tak! Yabausi?! Ors! OHU He UMEIOT HUKaKOi COOCTBEHHOCTH, KpoMe
caMux ce0s; a BCIKHUM, He UMeIOIui COOCTBEHHOCTH, — BOP, U100 yeM OBl OH KHJI,
pa3 oH He Bop?! Ho, BlTpoueM, OH MOKeT OBITh HUIIIUM, 3TO eIlE XyKe, II0OTOMY YTO
BOpPOBaTh — 3TO BCE-TaKu TPyH. OouH n3 yabaHoB pa3 OPOCUJI B MEHS CBOEM
OJIMHHOM ITajKou 1 6exajl 3a MHOM [0 TOM MOPHI, ITOKyda s He yOpasics B HOPY; Ia,
9TO OBIJIO TakK!

— 3ayeM OH Opocun? — copocuna Maws.

— 3aueM? { mymarlo, IPOCTO 3aTeM, YTO I UMeJI HEOCTOPOXKHOCTh ITPOUTU OIIU3KO
OT HEero, BOT U BCE, OTHIOAb He Oonbirle. Bemb wabaHbl — IIOOM, KaK XOTUTE, U C HUX
crpalivBaTh MHOT'O HEJIb34!

Maiie cTasno ellé cKy4dHei. Bcé, 94To mpoucxoausio mnepemn eé ria3aMu, ObIJIO COBCEM
He TaK HHTEePeCHO, KakK MHTEePEeCHO OHO OLIIO paHbine. OHa OBlJIa OYeHb paja, Korma
MaMa OOBSIBHJIA, YTO IIOPa UATH AOMOM. M BOT oHu monuin. CBeTIsSKH OexKajlu
Iepen HUMHU, CBETSI UM; JIeC yKe CIiaj, u He0o CItajo, a 3BE3bl CMOTPEIX C HETO Ha
3eMJTIO U Y/IBI0AINCh el 3aQyMYuBO U THUXO.

[ToToM mpuILIN HOMOM.

Maiis nierjia craTh Ha CBOIO KPOBATKy M3 JTaHOBIIIEN, a KOTAa 3aCHYyJa, TO BUAesa
0eCKOHEYHO IMINPOKYI0, COKIKEHHYIO COJIHIIEM CTEIlb, U TaM Ha XOJIMaX CTOSJIO
MHOT0 4a0aHOB C IJIMHHBIMHU TTaJIKaMM B PyKaX, ¥ BETEP UT'PaJl UX YEPHBIMU
KyIpsMU; OHU IIeJIU TPOMKYIO, CTPAIIHYIO IIeCHb 0 CBOOOMAEe U O CTenu u Oeranu 3a
KpOTaMHu, TPOMKO Kpuda: «Jroi! rou!» OHU ObLIU 3716l ¥ CTPAIIHBEL U OYEHb IIyTajiu
€€, HO 9TO He IIOMelllajo BCE-TaKU €M, KaK TOJIbKO B3OIIJIO COJIHIIE, To0eXkaTh Ha
CBOE€ JTI00MMO€e MeCTO U B300paThCs Ha BETBU OyKa.

OH OBLI TaM U IIEeN:
B necy Hapg pekoi xkumna des,
B peke oHa HOYBIO KyIlajach

U pa3s, mo3abbiB OCTOPOXKHOCT,
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B preibarikue ceTu moranach.
CMmoTpenu peibaku, JUBUIIUCE...
JIto6uMBIM TOBapHUIll uX, Mapko,
B3s1 Ha pyKu HEeXHYIO el

U crtan 1nesnoBaTh €€ XKapKo.

A des, kak rubkast BeTKa,

B Moryuux pykax u3BuBajach
IHa B MapKOBEI 04U CMOTpeJia
U Ttuxo Hapg yeM-TO cMesAsach.

IIeHb 11eJIbIl OHU IIeJIOBAJIUCH,

A YyTh TOJIBLKO HOYb HACTYIINJIA, —

IIpomana kpacasuiia-des,

A c Hero u MapkoBa cuja.

IIH1 Mapko Bce pEICKaIl I10 JIECY,
A HOuYM cupen Hap [lyHaeMm

W cnpammuBain BojHbL: «I'me ¢ges?»
A BomnHEBI cMeroTCcAa: «He 3Haem!»
[ToBecurncsa MapKo Ha TOPbKOH,
TpycnuBo Opozxkalllerl OCHUHE...

U pgpyru ero cxopoHumu

Hapg cunuwM [lyHaeM B TECHUHE.
Hoyamu K HEMy Ha MOTHUITY

Ta des cumeTh MpuUxoOuUna...
CUguT U Hag 4YeM-TO CMEETCH...
Benb BOT KaK BeceJibe Jiro0ual

Kynaetcsa ¢es B [lyHae,
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Kaxk panniie, no Mapka, Kymnasnacs...
A Mapka yx HeTy! OT Mapka
JIuie mecHs BOT 3Ta OCTasacs!

910 OBINIa OUEeHb BeCcEnasi IIecHs, B rosoce yabaHa siCHO 3By4Yall cMeX, 6e33a00THBIH
U BOJIbHEIM, KaK caM dyabaH.

«BoT cTpanHas necHsa! — nymana desa. — Y Koro oH Hayuuics netb e€? U ¢es B
9TOM IeCHe CTpPaHHasi, U MapKo ToXKe CTpaHHBIN. [loueMy OH ITOBECHUJICS, U YTO 3TO
3HAYUT — IOBECUThCs?» E Ka3ayock, YTO 9TO HE BeCEjiasi IeCHs, a OYeHb
rpycTtHasi. HabaH ke IIOET e€ Tak Becesno... OHa CMOTpeia Ha HETO Yepe3 BEPIIUHEI
IepeB U X0Tesa, 4To0 OH ITOOIIEN OIHUXKe.

Ho oH He 11€71, @ BCE IeJI ¥ B TAKT CBOEU IMeCHe ITOMaxXMBaJl IMajJKoi B BO3OYXE;
KOHYas OJHY IIeCHb, 3BOHKO BCKPUKHBAII: «DTOM!» ¥ HAaYMHAJ APYTYIO:

A TO elll€ ecTh IECHA

O cTtapoMm Ka3sake,

YTOo mIIBII KyOa-TO HOYbIO
Ha nopke 1o peke.
Bynun oH peIb 1 BOOYy
Ynapamu Becia...

A B coHHOM HebOe HOYH
Hap HuM nyHa niielIa.
W HeKHO TaM CUSIIU
KpacaBuii-3Be3sq oTHHY,
W 3Hanu BCE, 4TO OymeT
Co cTapuKoM, OHH.

Maiig ciymiasga 4 gymajsa O IeBlle, YTO, II0XKalyu, HUKTO APYTrOou He 3HaeT CTOJIbKO
TaKUX IleceH, CKOJIbKO OH! Kakue xopolnre rpycTHBE IIECHU, U KaK 9TO BEPHO
CIIETO IIPO 3BE3[bI, KOTOPHIE 3HAIOT BCE, YTO MOXKET OBITh 3aBTPA U [aJlbIllie BIepen!
XopoI1o ciyIiaTh TaKue HOBBIE ITeCHU... M Maiist He3aMeTHO [Jis1 ce0s 110 BeTBSIM
mepeB mobpasachk OO caMOM OITyIIIKH Jieca.
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A OBIIIO BOT YTO: B JIOOKY
Pycanka cemna BOopyr

U BrIpBana co cmexom
Becno u3 crapeix pyk...

— TIIPOMOJIZKaJ MeBell U TYyT OCTAaHOBUJICS, 3aAYMYMBO TS BOAJIb U TUXO
HACBUCTHIBAS MEJIOOUIO CBOEH IIEeCHU. «IJTou!»

brina oHa Kpacusa,

Hara u momnopga,

C BoJIOC €€ CTpyusach
AmnMa3zamu Bofa.

Cwmesich, OHa Urpasia
Kazanko# 6opomoit

U rosopuna: «Xoyelb
JI:oO6uTh MeHsI, cemou?

Ho, Bopouem, roe Tebe yx!
BoT TBI U OpsiXy, U cTap,
TeI HEe mOTacCuIllb JTaCKOu
Kunyueu crpactu xkap!

TeI He OOHUMEIIb KPEIKO,
ToI cmuikoM ciab, Ka3ak...
A Hy-Ka, TIOLIEeTyH-Ka,

Kak s!.. BoT Tak!.. BoT Tak!..»
OHa ero cxBaTtuia

U crana nenosarts,

U crana B yimu recHu

THUXOHBKO HAIlleBaTh.
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Matist ciyIiana ¥ gyMalsia O TOM, KaK 3TO KpacHUBO OBIJIO: B Ty4YaX JIYHBI TEJIO
pyCanKu Ka3aJioCh TOTyObIM M MIPO3PAYHbIM, €TI0 OCBITAJIN TSXKETBIMU TPAOIMU
T'yCThIe BOJIOCHI, 1 OHO CBEPKAJI0 MEXKIYy HUX OCJIEMUTETbHO IpK0. OHa U3BUBaIaCh
3Meél Ha IIUPOKOM Ipyau Ka3aka, cepebpsiHble BOJIOCH ero 60pOAbl MEIIaaucCh C
3eJIEHBIMM BOJIOCAMHU PYCaJIKH, @ OHA JTAaCKOBO M HEIXKHO T1ejla, U €€ MeCHs,
HaBepHoe, OblJIa MATKA, KAK OCEHHUU IITyM BOJIH B KaMBIIIIaX, U I'jla3a €€ Topejiu Tak
SIPKO, STPKO, KaK 3BE3[bI, KOTOPhIE, CUSISI U3 TYCTO-CUHEro OapxaTa Heba, yIbI0anuch
1 06/IMBaJI CBETOM CBOUX TOHKUX JIy4el PeKy U JIOOKY, U TeX, YTO, CUIs B HeH,
LeJI0OBaIX OPYT Apyra... 9To ObsIo KpacuBo!.. U emé Oblyia My3bIKa... My3bIKa
IIEMOTa BOJIH ¥ 3BYyKa IIOLIENIYEB, IIejiecTa AepeB Ha 6eperax, TOHYBIIUX B MTJI€,
MSTKOM ¥ BOJTHUCTOM, ¥ TUXUX ITECEH PYCaJIKH... BC& 9TO CIIMBAJIOCh U 3BYy4YaJIO
TUXUM U KPDOTKUM TMMHOM, KOTOPOMY UMSI — CYaCTbe XKUTh! A TeBel] MPOoooJIxKaeT:

OcTaTKu CUibl OHOU
[Tpocuynuce B Ka3ake...
«Mory!..» TpoOHECCS HIEIOT
ITo mpemiroien peke.

OH O6eperos yCHYBIIHUX

Bo mrine He pa30ymu...
Kak Tyuka B HeOe ICHOM,
OH, TUXO Tas, MBI

U 3amep rge-To rpyCcTHO...
Mup 60Ku¥ CIagKo crarll,
U GormbIlle HUYETO YK

B Ty HOYEL OH He cibIXall.
Kak paHbIlle, KaTUT BOJIHBI
Kpacasuia-pexa...

Ho cpenp KUBBIX YK HETY
begusaru ka3aka!

Teriephb pycajiku OKO

He co6ma3HurT ero...
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3apuIT 6eOHSK TITyO0KO
WU... bomnbitie HUYETO!

BoT KakK KOHYMJIACh NeCHb YabaHa! Maiis He oxXugajia TAKOro KOHIIa, ¥ el CTajo
TPYCTHO. DTO OBIJIO TaK KPaCWBO ¥ KOHYUJIOCH TakK cTpaIliHo! Y 3aueM 3T0o «Oosbiiie
HU4Yero»? BrIIo Tak MHOTO KpacuBoro!.. OHa cMoTpersia Ha I1eBlia — Telepb OH OBIJ
0JIM3KO OT HE€ — U BUfeJia, 4YTO U eMy I'pycTHO. OH HU3KO HAKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY U THUXO
TMOKA4YMBaJ €10, IO B 3eMiIt0. Eif 3aX0Ten0oCh IMOrOBOPUTHL C HUM U, He OyMas O
TOM, YTO U3 3TOTO BHIUIET, OHA KPUKHYIIA:

— 3apaBCcTByi! A cKaXXu MHe, IOYeMY Y TBOUX BECEJILIX TECEH TaKue IPyCTHBIE
KOHIIBI?

YabaH BCcTaJj C 3eMJIY, IIOMAOMIET K CaMOU ONyLIKe JIeca W, Hal[s €€ B BEeTBSAX
CBOMMY KapUMHU IJla3aMU, VIIBIOHYJICS, KUBHYJI €¥ I'OJIOBOM M OTBeYall:

— ITouemy? [Ia mOTOMY, YTO BC€ IECHU MMEIOT KOHIIbI! A [0 Cel MOPHI, s CIIBIIIAI,
HUYTO He KOHYEHO TaK, KaK Ha4yaTo. JTO ThI paclieBaellsb B jiecy? BoT Tel Kakas!
TakK M JAyMaJl, 4YTO Thl MaJjieHbKasl, TUOKas U TOHKAas; y TeOs 1 IOJI0C TaKOH XKe, KaK
caMa THI.

OHuU 3aMojT9aau U CTajlu paccMaTpuBaTh APyr Apyra. OH onepcs o MmajkKy JIOKTEM
OOHOU PYKM U, IIOJIOKUB Ha €€ JIaJOHb I'0JIOBY, CMOTPEJI BBEPX Ha BETBU, U3
KOTOPBHIX, YIbI0AsiCh, CMOTPENIO Ha HEr0 e€ MaJleHbKoe 6ejioe JIMYUKO C SICHBIMU
KapuMu rinasaMu. M xopolro ke oHO OBIJIO B paMKe MalCKoU 3eieHu!

— TwI cmaBHO mo€Ib! — cka3asna Maiisi, BHOBOJIb HACMOTPEBIINCH B €r0 YEPHEIE,
KakK OMYT, I'Jla3a ¥ Ha CMYTJIble, 30JI0THIM IIyXOM IOKPHITHIE IIIEKH.

— IToto, Kak yMelo, He Iydllle ¥ He XyzKe 3Toro, neBymKka! Coiou BHU3, I IOCMOTPIO
Ha Tebs mmobnuzke. Trl BeOb KpacaBulla, 3HaAEIb JIHU?

Hy, aT0o-TO OHa 3Hajla Kak Hejb3s 0ojiee TBEPHo. Korma mo HoyaM 3achilallu PyYbH,
YTO TEKJIH II0 JIeCy, OHa YaCTeHbLKO-TaKHu JII000Basiach B HUX CBOEH POXKUIIEH U BCEM
oCTaJIbHLIM. Bce KpacaBUIILI 3HAIOT, YTO OHM TAaKOe, M MOYTH BCeTOa PaHbIIle
BpPEeMEeHH 3HAIOT 9TO; MOXKHO AyMaTh, UYTO KOJIM OBl 3TOT0 He OBIJIO, TaK U eIl
Koe-4yero He ObIIo ObI!

Maria xoTesa COUTH, HO BCIIOMHUJIA O TOM, YTO TOBOPUJIN €U KPOT U MaThb.
— A THI 3710U? — cOpoOcCHUsia OHa.
— f-t0o? He 3Hato... 1 — gabaH...

— OTo0 5 3Halo! — TOPONJIMBO CKa3ana Maiisi. — 3HaUuT, Tkl JOOPHIN?
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— He 3Haw! — Becemno TpSIXHYI KyapsiMu dYabaH.

— Hy, Tak s He ipuAay K Tebe, IOTOMY YTO ThHI, HaBEePHO, 371011! ECTh TOIBKO 371bIE U
moOprle, a 60JIbIle HUKAKUX HET, ¥ Thl MEeHSI OOMaHbIBaelllb.

— 3, ma THI TJIyIIeHbKas Kakasi! — KpukKHyJI yabaH. — Kak xo4elb, He MPUOEIbh —
He IPUXOQH, a IPUAENL — 51 TeOS ToIenyo!

— He xouy 51, 4T00 THI MEHSs ITOIIeI0BaI!

— Hy, sto TeI Bpéms! Kaxkmas geByliKa xo4eT, 4To0 e€ IleJioBajiy; pa3Be g He
3HAalo, Thl AyMaellb?

— A g He x0uy!

— Tenepb — MoOXkKeT OLITh; @ Yepe3 Yac UM 3aBTPa M Thl TOXKE 3aX0uelllb. BCio
KU3Hb I10 IePeBbsIM JIa3UTh He CTaHeIllb Begb? Hy, BOT To-To XKe!

Maiis 3amymanach. «MoxkeT OBITH, JIyYIlle — IIOIeI0BATh €T0 Cerldac, eCJIu 9TO TaK
Hen30ekHO0? ITO, JOJIZKHO OBITH, OUEHBb XOPOIIIO II0IIEJIOBATh €I0 BOH B 3Ty SIMOYKY
Ha IIeKe, YTO CHejiajiachk OT YJIBIOKM, ¥ B TY — Ha APYTOH IIEeKe.»

— Hy xopotrio, s coiiiy! — 3acMesiyiach OHa M CIPHITHYJIA C BETOK IPSIMO €My Ha
PYKH.

— Kakast TelI TEroHbKasi! — TIsIOs e B 049X, CKal3all OH U IIOIIeJI0OBall €€ B I'yOHI.

Ox, Kak 3710 xopo1o!.. Cnagkui, KakK COK JIJaHIBIIIA, ¥ TOPAYNY, KaK JIETHUN
COJIHEYHBIU JIydY, ITOLIEeIy! YyOAHOM HOBOM KPOBBIO IIOTEK I10 XKUJIaM K CEpPALy, U OHO
3aTpeneTayno o 00U CUIBHO U CIIafKo.

OnHa u cama IIoIeJioBajia ero, a OH el OTBETHJI, U eHIE, U ele, ¥ 0ECKOHEeYHO MHOT0
IIeJIOBAJINCh OHMH.

YVKe HacTyImaa Bedyep. 3aX0OuUiIo COIHIIE; JIeC TEMHEJ, U U3 JaJlu 10 CTeIu
MIOTIOJI3IX TEHH, ITOCJIAaHHUKY Ho4Hu. Torma Matisi BCIOMHMIIA, YTO HYKHO UIOTH
moMmoii. Eff He XOTenoch 9TOT0 — € YabaHOM OBIIIO TaK XOPOIIo!..

— ThI y2K yxogumb? — cupocun e€ 4aban. — Ckopo! Ho Tel mpuxongu 3aBTpa; g Tebe
YTO-TO CKaXy, KaK IIPUOENIb.

— 4 npuny; MHe ¢ TOOOM TaK XOPOIIIO; HO Tl CKaXKU TO, UTO XO4elllb, cerldac, 4Tob
MHe He oyMaTh 00 3TOM HOYbIO, — CKa3ajia Maiid.

— A THI pa3Be He CTaHeIllb IyMaTh, KOT{la y3Haelllb, YTO 3TO?

— Y10 XKe gyMaThb O TOM, UTO 3Haellb?
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— Hert yxk, unu. [lo 3aBTpal
— Ilo 3aBTpa!

OHu 11011€710BaIvCh, U Maiis moiiyia B CBOU JIeC, a yabaH IeJj eu BCjieO OOHY U3
CBOUX II€CEH, TOJIbBKO Ha 3TOT Pa3 THUXYIO X1 HE2KHYIO, KaK JIeTHUU Be4dep, a He OOHY
N3 CTAaPBIX — CHUJIBHEBEIX U CMEJIBIX, KdK BETEepP CTEITHOMH.

Matisa npuiijia JOMOM 1 paccKa3alla BCE, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCh C HEU B 3TOT AeHb. JTe, 3a
BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb [0 9TOU IIOPHI OHa He BUIajla CBOEU MaTepU U CeCTEP TaKUMU
HCIyraHHBIMU ¥ OTOPYEHHBIMU, KaK OHU OBIJIM MCIIYTaHbl ¥ OTOPYEHEI, KOTHa
BBICJIyIIaJNIM €€. MaTh TO Cepauiiach, TO IjylaKaja, U BCE ropopusua: «4To Tkl
coenana, rnymnas! Yro?!.» CecTpsl MOT49aiu, 4 JieC Mo4dall, MoJjidajl 3afyM4YuBO U
HeopoOpuTenbHO. Maiist YyBCTBOBaa 3TO, U €l OBLJIO CTPAIIHO YEero-To.

— [ouka Mos1! — nnmakasna MaTb. — THI moryousna ceos!
CécTphl yOUTO MOTYaNy U TOXKe IjlaKajlu.

— IMouemy ke, MamMa? Bedb B TOM, YTO MBI I1€JT0BA/IMCh, HET HUYETO CTPAIIIHOTO,
9TO TOJILKO HMPUSTHO. Y TOTOM, OH TOBOPHUT, YTO I[€JIOBAThCS BCE PABHO HYKHO; HE
HBIHYE — 3aBTpPa, 9TO Hen30exkKHO!

— JIlouka Mosi! Benob oH 4yenoBex!

Ho Matisg He moHMMarla, Kak riiyboka Ta IIponacThb, KOTOPYIO CKPhIBAeT 3TO CJIOBO, U
TOBOPMJIAa CBOE, YTO 11eJIOBAThCS MPUSITHO, YTO YabaH TaK XOPOIII U YTO TO, UTO
BBIIIIIO, HEM30EKHO OOMXKHO OBINIO BEIUTU. M Ta u Apyrast ObIJIM IIPaBHL U, YeM
OoJIbIlle CIIOPUJIM, TEM IIpaBee CUUTaIN ceOsi, ¥ KOHYUJICS CIIOP, KaK BCerma, — OHHU
IMOYyBCTBOBasM cebs1 0O0MKEHHLIMU U PaCCEPOUIIMCH OPYyT Ha Apyra.

— Tol He yugéms 60bllle U3 JOMa Oajibllle BOT 3TOTro myba! — ckasajia MaThb.

9T1oT Oy0 OBLI B TPEX ITarax OT MaJIeHbKOI'0 TepeMKa Mailiy; 3TO e€ elll€ CUJIbHee
obumeno. OHa momia K HEMY U CeJla I10[ T'YCTOU TEMHO-3€JIEHBIN HaBeC ero BETBEU.
U ocranack ogHa, IOTOMY 4YTO MaTh U CECTPHI YIIIJIU BO ABOPEL], B3BOJTHOBAHHO
menya o 4€M-TO MeXIy coboi. Bcé 9To yTOMUIO €€, U OHa yCHYJla KPenKo, — B
CYILIHOCTH, Bellb ee COBECThb OblJIa YUCTa, KaK TOJIbKO YTO IaBliasi ¢ Heba POCUHKA,
— YCHYyJa 4 BULeJIa CTelb, BCIO 3aJIUTYI0 TOPSYUM COJIHILIEM, U yabaHa; OH Ies
IIeCHU, yJIbI0asiCs U LieJloBall €€; y Hero sipko UCKPUJIKUCH T'1a3a u 3yObl 6ecTenu,
KakK JXXeMuyT, U3-IIo[ IIyIIUCTHIX U YEPHBIX YCOB; el ObUIO Tak cinaBHO! M Korga oHa
MIPOCHYJIaCh, € — 9X THI, Kak! — 3axoTenock nmobexkaThb Tyna, B CTEIlb; HO OHA
BCIIOMHMJIa, YTO 3TO 3allpeTUJIM MaJIeHbKOU IeBOYKe Malie, U el cTasio OOMOHO U
rpycTHO. MoxkeT ObITh, OBLIIO OHI JTy4llle He TOBOPUTH 0 YabaHe moMma!.. Ho oHa He
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yMerna He TOBOPUTHL O TOM, YTO B Hel uiu ¢ Hel O6b110... BoT upét maTh. E€ cTapsle,
celble BOJIOCH YellleT BETeP, U MOTHIJIBKY, JIETasi BEHIIOM BKPYT €€ TOJIOBHI, CJIE[ISAT,
Kak OBl He IToIaJjia ITLIJIMHKA Ha Jo0poe cTapoe MUI0, KOTOPOe TeIleph TakK YOUTo U

CTpPOTO.

— 4 nmoupy B cTenb, MaMa! — He TO IIONPOCHUJIa, HE TO pemusia Mauis.

— ToI He noiméents, neBouka! TeI moruOHeIIb, eCIU NOUOEINs! — IMomouaa K Hel,
3aroBopuia Iapuila-MaTh, ¥ JOJITO TOBOPHJIA OHA O TOM, YTO JIy4llle He 3HaTh TOTO,
YTO IMMPUHOCUT MUHYTHI PAJOCTU U TOOBI CTPagaHUM, ¥ O TOM, YTO TOJILKO TOT'[ia
oyiia cBoOOOdHA, KOT[la OHa HUYEero He JIFIOOUT; O TOM, YTO YEeJIOBEK CIIUIIKOM JIIOOUT
cebs1, 4TOoO HAOOJTO IOMIOOUTh OPYTOT0, U €Il€ O MHOTOM, UTO OBIJIO U MYIPO, H,
MOXKeT ObITh, BEPHO, HO YTO COBCEM He OBIJIO TaK IIPUSITHO, KaK Iolienyu 4abaHa, U
YTO He MOTJIO Jaxke ObITh IT0X0XKe Ha HUX. Maiis ciyllana U O4YeHb BHUMATEJIbHO, U
IOOJTO, BILJIOTH OO TOM ITOPHI, ITOKA CO CTEIH He IIPUHECIOCh U He MMPOKAaTUIIOCh 110
jieCy 3BOHKOe «Jrou!» — U BCle[ 3a HUM He IONJILIJIXA CJIaBHBIE U CTPOUHBIE 3BYKH
rnmecHu yabaHa:

TepsaTh MUHYTHL HE TOOUTCS
Tomy, KTO XO4eT MHOTO XKUTh,
KTo X04eT XXKU3HbIO HaCJIagUThHCs !
ToMy, KTO XO4eT CHaCTJIUB OBITB,
TepsaTb MUHYTH HE TOOUTCS.

O, unu! 4 Tebs cTpacTHO XKAOY!
IMTockopeti!.. [I711 TeOs sT B Tpyou
MHOro0 neceH BeCENbIX HaUaYy...
O, unu! I'lockopee ugu!..

Matisi ciyIana 9Ty MEeCHIO, U €€ ceplie TOBTOPSIo e€. ['oimoc MaTepu 3ByYall, KaK
XKyXKKaHbe MYeJTbl, 3ByKH ITeCHU — KaK KJIEKOT opJIa.

— Her, s nmouny! — ckasasna Maiis, u j1ec 3allyMesl B OTBET Ha TPOMKUY KPUK TOps
Lapulbl-MaTEePHU:

— Douka, He xomu!!.

— Benmb 9T0 KecToko, Mama! I X049y — THI He XO4Yelllb; I0YeMy XKe HY2KHO, 4T00
OBIJIO TaK, KakK xouelrs Th? [ToiMu, 9To xouy s! 49 xouy!..
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— Iouka mos!.. 9 3Hato, yTo OymeT us atoro! He xomu!..
— A g He 3HaAW ¥ nouny!

— Tak Torma Tel 60JIbille He Oyaellb MOel moYephbio, — BCKpUUaja Ilapulia, U jiec He
pa3 IMOBTOPUJI €€ KPUK.

Benubie MaTepu ITOYeMYy-TO BCcerga 3aObIBAlOT TO BpeMsi, KOTfla OHU CaMu ObI/IH
TOJIBKO JOYEePbMHU, ¥ OTCIO[Ia BEIXOOUT MHOI'O JIMITHET 0 KPUKA; HO 9TO HUYYTh He
MelllaeT TOMY, 4YTOO BCE IIIJI0 CBOUM YepemoM.

Maiis ucmyrajach U, KOrja yBuaasa, YTO MaTh YXOOUT OT HEE, UCITyraiach ele
OonpIie. A Co CTeIM HECJIOCh:

O, ugu!.. CuacTheM XKHU3Hb Tak OenmHa!..
Toponucek xke! OHa Tak KpaTka!

Hy>kHO nuTh 4alry XKW3HU OO0 OHA
ITockopelr — He OCThIJIa MOKal..

Maiist mocMoTpena KpyroM... KopsiBele cy4bsi oy0OOB u Oesble THOKHE BETBU Oepes
Teperieiuch Mexkay coboi, TeCHO IepeIieIuch OHU, U HUKOTa CKBO3b I'yCTYIO
CeTh X He ITPOHUKAJIO B JIeC TaK MaJio COJIHIIa, KakK cerogHs! Bo3myx ObII BlaxkKeH U
OyIIeH; IaxJIo He CTOJIBKO lLIBeTaMU U CBeXKeU MalCKOU 3eJIeHbI0, CKOJIBKO
[IEPETHUBIIUM JIMCTOM U €II€ YeM-TO, TAaKUM XKe TIKEJIBIM... A TaM, B CTEIlH,
IIPOCTOPHO U ApKo! M oTTyna Hecach IEeCHb:

O, upu!.. Xoyeurb XKUTh, OyOb cMenen!
ITockopeti!.. CTpax u XKaJIOCTh OTOPOCH!
TonbKO cephlle CBOe THI XKaJleu,

TonMbKO C HUM He IIBITAXCS XKUTH BPO3b!

Matie cTano Ka3aTbhCs, YTO JIEC €lIE T'yllle IepPensiesl CBOU BETBU U XO0UeT IMOMeIlIaTh
el YUTHU U BePIINHB JepeBbEB, KIIaHISACh eil, mendyT: «He yxogu oTcioga!l.. Tam
KOET Tebsi rope U emié 4yTto-To!» OHa YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO BOT OHU ITOBAISITCS €M Ha
OOPOTY... HO BCE-TaKHu X0TeJla U pPelllnsia IOUTH. Y He€ IIPsIMO U3 ceppllia IoInjiach
IIeCHS BbI30Ba U XKeJIaHUS:

3BYK 3TUX YapyIOUIUX IIeCeH
OTpazny MHe B IpyOb TUXO JIBET.

O nec! IloyeMy THI CTajl TECEH?
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MHe cTpaiHo!.. MHe 6ombine gaéT
3BYK 3TUX YapyOLIUX IIeceH!..

Mot nec! B Tebe conHIla Tak Maro,
B Tebe He yMEIOT Tak IeTh!..

Mue ckyuHo! { KuTE 3mecs ycTasna!
Yrproma BeTBel TBOUX CETh...

U conHua B Heu Masio, Tak Maso!

4 Bonu xouy, Xxouy crenu!

MHe rpyab TSI2KKO OaBUT TBOM Mpak!
[Tpoub 5TU 3en€HBIE 1enn!..
ITycTu!.. a He TO TBl — MOU Bpar!

4 Bomu xo4y, COJIHIIA, cTemnu!..

— Matiis!!. — BcKpuUasiu CECTPHI U BCTAJIM BCe PSIIOM y HEE Ha [OpOore.

— Houxka! Tel Begb pa30pBEIL cepAlie MHe!.. — IpocTupas K Hell pyKH, TOPbKO
KpPHUKHYJIa Japulla-MaTh.

Matuiss ocTaHOBUIACh. Eil XOIIOOHO U CTpalIHoO CTaJi0o, KaK HUKOI'la He OBIBAJIO
IIpexnae. A co cTenu HeCJoCh:

HUpu!.. Moe ceppue ycraino
Tebs1, MOsI mEeBOYKaA, KAATh!
XOTh CHACTUS B 2KU3HU U MaJlo,
Ho Bcé s mory ero mats!..

Matiss 1 He TOCMOTpPEeJIa Ha MaTh, U Ha CECTEP He IMMOCMOTpesia, Opocusach BIepe,
TOJIKHYB WX, M YIIIJIa, @ KOT{la OHU OIIOMHUJIUCE, €€ yKe He Oblyio. ['myxo rymen jec,
U y KOpHEel Morydero gy0a jiexkajsia crapas Ilapuila B KOPOHE cepeOpsTHO-CeabIx
BOJIOC, IITUPOKO PACKUHYB PYKHU U HE [BIIIA.

— Bor s1! — kpukHyna Maiis, nogderast K yabany. — BoT si! BeipBanu MeHs U3 j1eca
TBOU IIECHU, M U3 MOETO CepAlla BEIPBAJIU OHU BCE, YTO B HEM OBIJIO IO TOM ITOPHI,
II0Ka He yCJIbIlIaja WX, BEIpBaId ¥ HOPOAUIN TaM YTO-TO HOBOE U CUJIBHOE, U BOT I
Opocuma u jiec, ¥ MaTh, 4 BCE... U Ipuilsa K tebe!
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— Hy, uto k! BoT u cnaBHo!.. Temepsb Thl CBOOOIHA, ¥ CMOTPH-Ka: BOT OHA, CTEIIb,
HeT y HeU Kpasi, ¥ BCSI OHa — TBOosA! M g TBOU, KOJIK 3TO HYKHO, a ThL — MosA! A TO —
TaK HeT 3[4eCh HU Tebs, HU MeHs, a eCTb MBI, X Thl — 9TO 51! Buguib, Kak cjiaBHO!
ToNMbKO B CTEIIM ¥ XOPOIIIO, IIOTOMY YTO B Hel cBoboma! Mel OymeM KUTh, KaK
IITUITHL; s1 Oyoy meTh Tebe CBOU IeCHU, a THl MHEe — CBOHU, U 000MM HaM OyaeT Tak
XOpOIII0, KaK HUKOMY HUKOTHa He OriBajsio! Y 3abymab THI TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh TaM,
c3anu Tebs1, ¥ Oyob MOel MUIIOH!

— Ha! — B3moxHyna Matisg, — 51 Oyny TBoeu Muioiu! TH Tak XOpOIIO MOEIL! A To,

4TO B JIeCcy, g yX 3a0vlyia. MHe He XKaJKo jIeca... U MaTh... U CECTEP... TOJIbKO BOT

TaM OCTajlaCh MOS IIOCTeJIbKa U3 JIaHOHIIIeN... e€ Kanko! Beos 3gech KECTKO Tak,
— Ha 4Y€éM craTh cTany g?!.

— 39, o uéMm oHa! Ha moux pykax Oymemb ciaTh Thl U Ha I'PyAb KO MHE ITOJIOXKUIITh
CBOIO TOJIOBKY. Pa3Be 310 nypHO? BOT Tak, a g1 Oyny neTh Tebe TUXO, TUXO U
O0arokaTh TeOsI CBOUMU IECHSIMU. S MHOTO 3HalO IIEeCEH.

OH B34J1 €€ Ha PYKHU, U OHA IT0JI0XKUJIa T'OJIOBKY K HEMY Ha CMYTJIYIO, CUIIbHYIO
rpynb... OH 3ameJi, ¥ COJIHIIE CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX C ApKO-roiy0oro Heba; TaM He
IJIaBajid MaJjieHbKHE IIyXOBLIe 00Jjiaka, OHO OBIJIO YHUCTO, KaK Aylla OHeBOoYKu-peu, u
TOJILKO HEBUOUMEIE I'JITa30M KaBOPOHKH BIIJIETAJIM 3ByKU CBOUX IIECEH B COJTHEUHEIE
JIYYM... ¥ Haf CTeIllbio, B 0e30peXHOoM paBHUHE Hebec, IiaBajia UBHAs, TPOMKAs
My3bIKa. YabaH ceql B TeHb OT OOUHOKOM 0epé3kl, UuTo, JII00s1 CBOOOAY, BEIIBUHYIIACH
13 Jleca Jajieko B CTeIlb U CTOosJia B HEM rOpAo U CMeJio, TUXO0 Kadasi BEeTBSIMHU II0[]
JlacKaMU BeTpa, JIETEBILIETO CO CTOPOHBI MOPS 10 cTelu... OH, TS B TIa3KU
Maiiu, urpaa e€ NOKpPhIBaJIOM U3 KPHIJILEB MOTHUIBKOB, HAKUHYTHIM Ha €€ MJIeYUKH,
U HEXKHO IIeJl eu:

O uBeTok Mmou! bapxaT CKUHB

C yTOMJIEHHBIX 3HOEM IIJiey...

Heb6a cBon Tak YHCT U CUHB,

Taxk npoxsiagHa 3Ta TeHb!

CnaBHO B HEM Ha OTHOBIX JIEYb

B sTtoT XXapkuu geHs!

ToHKMMU cepeOpsSHBIMU KOJIOKOJIbYUKAaMM 3BEHEJI ero I'0JIoC:
BeTep HexkeH U OYIIUCT,

OH HEeCET CO BCEX CTOPOH
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Tuxuii menecTt, CTPEKOT, CBHUCT...
O, KakK cjagKo Mbl yCHEM!

CoH Hal O6ymeT TUX U YUCT
OTUM YyOHBIM OHEM!..

Matist 3aceiniajnia nof 3ByKU 9TOM IECHU, 3achlillajia CJIafKMM CHOM CYacCThsl ¥ CKBO3b
OBIMKY CHa BUMeJla, YTO JIy4Yd U3 a3 yabaHa IpsMo B cepalle IboTcs el. OH e€
KET TIOLeJIysIMU, U OHA, He CKYIISICh, OTBedasa eMy. ITo 6bUI10 Tak npusitHo! U
IIOTOM OHa KyZHa-To I1oJieTesla OBICTPOM IITUILIEN, M HaBCTPedy el HeOO yJILIOHYIOCh
CTPaCTHOIO, 3HOMHOU YIBIOKOM. ..

A Korpa oHa OYHY/IACh, Y2Ke HOYb IIJIbIJIa Haj[ CTEeNbio... Kak IpeKpacHbl U MOTYYHU
BBI, cBOOOma 1 m000Bs! M Maiisi ciesia OgHY CTapyi0 COJIOBBHUHYIO IIECHIO, B KOTOPOM
BOCIIeBasiaCch J1I000BBL, — OT ce0s1 BCTaBUB B He€ xBaJjly cBobome. Ho BUHO He
CMeIIlaeIb C OTHEM, ¥ OTOHBb He 3aMEeHHUIIIL BUHOM!.. DTO BHIIIIJIA IIJIOXAsI IIE€CHS;
xBaJjia cBoOode 3Bydajia U CMeJIO ¥ TPOMKO, HO 9TH CMeJIible M TPOMKHEe 3BYKH IIIJIU B
pasyaj c TUXOW 1 HeXXHOM Mejiogued xBasbl 1100B1u. Ho yabaH 11ej10Baj e€, oHa
oTBeuajyla eMy, ¥ HUKTO, KpoMe IITHUIl, He 3aMeTHJI TOT'0, YTO He JIAAUTCS MeCHS
CBOOO[IEI C TTIECHEH JTI0OBH.

Tak BOT ¥ 3aXKuu OHU. [Ienu u 1ies10BaiuCh, YyTh TOJIBKO HAYWHAJICA OEHb, U
LIeJI0BaIUCh U IIeJIk, KOTOa HOYb ITOKPHIBajia CO000 CTEIb, U XOOUJIU 110 CTENHU Tyaa
U ciofia, CBOOOHEBIE U BECENbIe, KaK IMTHUIIEL. TaK BOT U XKUJIM OHU. ITHOTIa Be4epoM,
KOI'[la COJIHIIe yracajio ¥ TOHKOU MIJIOM OKYyThIBajlaCh CTEIlb, 3Ta MIJIa JIOXKUJIaCh U
Ha Oyiry Maiiu, 9yTh TYMaHs SICHBIM OIecK eé o4dei; Ho yabaH IeJioBal eé Torma
yalre U Kperde, ¥ IIOKa OH €€ 1ieI0Bajl, 13-3a Jjieca sBJisjiach JIyHa, oOIMBajia BCIO
CTeIlb TONTyOBIM cepeOpoM, U MrJjla Tasijia M B CTEIIH, U B Oyllle MaJleHbKOU demu.
XOpOoLII0 UM KUJIOCH!..

Ho opHaxnel rpo3a coOpaachk TaM, BOaau: He3aMeTHO OHa coOpajiach ¥ CHadasla
SIBUJIaCh MAJIEeHBKUM TEMHO-CU3BIM 00JIaYKOM; OHO TOPOIJIMBO MpoOekKayo Hajl
CTenbio, OOJIUTON TOPSIYUM CUSTHUEM COJIHIIQ, U, KOT'ma OHO 6ekasio, OT HETO
JIOKUJIMCh TEHU, OHU Ka3aJIUCh CTEIIM TEMHOM, BUHOBATOM YIBIOKOM, TOYHO 00/1aK0
XOTeJIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHO He 110 CBOEU BOJIe 3aKPHIBAET COJIHIE M IIyTraeT IITUI], a yXK
TakK eMy I1oBejes BeTep. [Ipobexkano 3To 06/1aKo0, U 3a HUM MeJIEHHO IOTJIbIIN
opyrue obraka, o0oJibllle U TOMEHbIIE eT0, — OHU MJILIJIM U XMYPO CMOTPENIU Ha
CTenb U Ha Malito ¢ 4abaHOM, YTO CUJEJIN TaM; a IOTOM OHM CTaJii COOMPaThCS B
TEMHO-CHHME, Mpa4YHble CTau U 3aKphIIU C00010 BCE HEOO.

BeTep CTPAHHEBIM ITOPBEIBOM ITPOMYAJICA Hall CTEIIBI0 B CTOPOHY MOP4, OH MYAJICA U
BBIJI 9TO-TO 'PO3HO M OJHUKO M T'HAJI IIpen coboii cTaro CyXuX JINCTbEB, KOBLIJIb p06K0

skazolet.com Crpanwuna 20



KJIOHUMJICS K 3eMJie, Malisi uClyraHHO KMHYJlach Ha I'pyab YabaHa, a TOT T'POMKO
KPUKHYII:

— Orou! — U CIpPOCUI €€, KPeIKo IIenys B IIEeYKU: — Yero Tl O0UIILCA? ITO
IIPOCTO I'po3a cobpanack. Thl IOCMOTPUIIL, KakK 3TO OymeT Beceno! Huyero HeT B
CBEeTe CUJIbHEW W KpacuBeHU I'PO3Hl. IX. KaK OHa MPOJIETUT Ha[ CTEIbI0, CKOIBKO
30JI0THIX CTPEJIOK OPOCUT B 3€MJII0, CKOJILKO I'PDO3HBIX IIECEH NIPOTyoUT eu!.. 3Haelb
THI, IO4YeMy ObIBaeT Ipo3a? IX THI!.. He 3Haelllb! ITO MOTOMY, BUAUIIb JIM, YTO HEOO
CMOTPHUT, CMOTPUT Ha 3€MJII0 ¥ IIOTOM PAacCEepPAUTCS Ha He€ 3a TO, YTO OHa
3a0niBaeT 0 HEM. OHO U KajleeT e€ U, MOXKeT OBITh, JTI0OUT HEMHOro... M BOT, Korgma
OHO pacCepnuTcs, TO COOEPET BCe Ty4YU, KaKue Y HEro eCTh, U, BOOPYKHUB UX
MOJIHUSIMH, C TPOMOM ITYCTUT UX JIETETDh Ha[ 3eMJIEN: CMOTPHU, AeCKaTh, 3aX04y — U
BCS THI B IIBIJIb Pa3jieTUINbCA!.. BOT 4TO Takoe rpo3a. Teneps TH 3HaAEIb?

— ¢ 6otoch Temepb! — B3moxHyJla Malisi. — YHupméMm Tyna! — v OHa IToKa3ajia B
CTOPOHY, Tle CTOSII JIeC.

— Ot rpo3ei-To yuTu! BoT yxk ckasamna! Konu Tel He XO4elllb €€, UOU K Hell
HABCTpPeuy, — TakK OHa CKopee MUHYyeT TebOs1, a u3bexkaTh €€ — BCE PaBHO He
usbexuib! la u 60aThCS €€ He HyxKHO. ['po3al!l. 3ro! Uto xk Takoe? Bynb TBepaa,
BOT U Bce!

Ho BCE, 4TO OH TOBOPHJI, HUMAJIO He yTellaso e€; oHa 00sS3IUBO ApoxKaia, O0HSIB
ero KpenkKo, U He X0TeJjla IOCMOTPeTh Tyda — B ajlb, TEIePhb Y2Ke MaTOBO-YEPHYIO.

BoT Ha 3eMJTI0 Hayasu nagaTh XOJIOOHEIE KPVIIHBIE€ KAIlJIK, ¥ TdM, KyOad IIagdadjia
KallJid, B3ObIMAJICA MaJIeHbKUH THIIbHBIN OoeIMOK. [ToTOM IIpuieTesio u3 gajin
T'JIyX0€ BOPYaHbE, U OaJIb 3Ta BCIIBIXHYJId CHHUM orLem. U BOPYT Ty4H IIPAHYJIN B
Hebe U C CTPAIIHBIM I'DOMOBEIM YIOAaPOM IIOPBAJIMCh Ha KJIOYhbM; B IIPOPEIBE UX, MPAK
ocBeIlas, 6H€CHYTI8. paCKaTIéHHaH CTpeJla MOJIHUH, PUHYJIACh Ha 3€eMJIIO U, HE
OoJieTes, IIoraciia.

[To cTenu IpoOHECCS POMOT, ITUPOKON XU MPadyHOU BOJITHOIO OH HECCS, U JIeC OTBedal
eMy 3XO0M. U XJIBIHYJI 0OXKOb, — BOT OH!..

CTpenbl MOJTHUY pBajiv Ty4YH, HO OHU OISATH CJIMBAJINCh U HECIUCH HAJl CTEIIBIO
MpadyHOU, HaBOOAIIEHd yKac cTaeu. M mopou, ¢ ygapoM rpoMa, 4TO-TO KPyTJjioe, Kak
COJIHIIE, OCJIEINIAsl CHHUM CBeTOM, ¢ HeDa Imajaio Ha 3eMJII0; U OjiecTesiu TPO3HO
TY4YM M Ka3aJIuCh B3T/ISAy PaThi0 CTPAIIIHLIX, YEPHBIX IPUBUAEHUN, B OapxarT C
30JI0TOM O[IETHIX, IOTPSCAIOIINX Me4YaMU, YTO IIOKOBAHKI U3 371aTa U KaJIEHBIMU U3
ropHa OBLIM IPSIMO B PYKHU B3STHI.

[TpuBUOEeHbS POKOTAIU U TPEMEIH, YTPOXKasi 3aMOTYaBIIIEeN B CTpaxe CTENU, U
BOJIHOIO O€CIIPEPBLIBHOM U I'POMAHOM, C MOPE POCTOM, UX ITPOKIIATHS U YIPO3BI
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HEYCTaHHO BIaJIb JIETEIU U 3By4Ya/IX TaK, KaK rOpsl BOPYT ObI, BApebe3ru
Pa3bUBIIIKCH, TTAJTU C TPOXOTOM Ha 3eMJIIO ¥, BO IIpaxX €€ pa3pylInuB, BMECTE C HEIO
rmoyieTesi B 66CKOHEYHOe ITPOCTPAHCTBO, KaMeHb, KaMeHb Pa3apobiss, — U
3By4YaJid TakK, Kak He0O 3a3By4ano 06, U3JIOMaBIINCh Ha KYCKU U C BHICH CUHEH
OBICTPO ITafasi Ha 3eMJIIO...

Bot kak Tyuu Te 3Byuanu!..

Ykac cepplie 4yeT B 9TOT KPaTKUM MUT, KOTOPHIM [EeJIUT 'y TPOMOBBIM Ha yHOaphl; a
OHU T'PEMSIT, ¥ TY4YM pa3phiBaioTCs, 6pocast 30JI0Thie CTPEJIbl MOJIHUM U3 PSI0B
CBOMX Ha 3eMIII0. [ pOM IpeMUT, OHINIAIOT TY4YH, ¥ OTOHb UX CUHb U CTpAIlleH, 1
OPOXKUT MYCTHIHSA HeOa, U 3eMJIsI TPSICETCS poOKo... I Ha cBeTe HET sIBIIeHUM
Oobille CUIbHBIX, OOMIbIIIE CTPAIIIHBIX, YEM I'PO3a B CTENH HIMPOKOM U Ha Mope Oypu
oor!..

Crtenb Mon4ana poOKO, CTPAaHHO, ¥ HaJl HEeI0 BCE KaTUJICST TUKUM POMOT.

H, korpga YepHeJId Ty4H, B UX OTHe CBEePKaAJIk CTAaJIbIO HUTKHW TOHKHNE OOXKIMs; OH
CTPYyHIJICA 6eCHpepI:>IBHO, ¥ 3By4aJl OH MOHOTOHHO IIJIa4Y€M I'opsd 3a KOro-To...

TBEpHO, Kak cKaja, 4abaH CTOSJI B CTENH, IOACTABUB I'PyOb JOKOIO U IIOPEIBAM
BeTpa; U MOJIHUY, Ipsifas 1o HeOy, TOYHO He CMeJIH ITaCcTh Ha Hero, TOYHO OOSIIUCh
OHM pa3/IeTeThCsI OTHEHHOU IBbIIbIO, YOAPUBIINUCH B CMYTJIVIO IpyAb YabaHa... A OH C
yNIBIOKOM CMOTpEI Ha Ty4H, II00ysCh UX MpadHOU KPAacOTOW U CUJIOHN, U B €T0
YEPHBIX 0YaX ropejl OrOHb 3aBUCTU UM, OTOHBb TaKOU Ke SIpPKUM, KaK caMU MOJIHUU.
OH 3ab6bu1 U 0 Matie, 4TO jlexkKaja Ha 3eMJie, 0XBaTUB CBOMMM TOHKUMU PydYKaMU
€r0 HOTHM U KPEeIKO NpuxkKaB K HUM CBOIO MaJIeHbKYIO TOJIOBKY, — U 0 cebe, U 0
crenu... EMy caMOMy XOTeJIOCh jIeTaTh C Ty4aMU U IIeTh TPOMKUE IIECHU C HUMU...

I'po3a yxk He rygerna 6e3 oTObIxa, KaK paHbIlle, a MUHYTKY, U IBe, U TPHU
OCTaHaBIMUBAJIACh M, TOYHO TPUCMATPUBASCH K CMEJIOMY YeJIOBEKY, OMHOMY Hpe[
Helo, TJIyX0 BopYasia, JOJI)KHO OBITh, HEMHOXKKO He IIOHUMAas, 3aYeM OH TYyT CTOUT U
Yero AOXHUOAETCS B MyCTHIHHON CTEIH IO JOXKAEM... A TOTOM, ITOMOJTYaB HEMHOTO,
CHOBA BCTPSIXWBAJia Ty4aM¥ U UTPajla MOJTHUSIMU, TPAAOM CHITIS UX Ha 3eMJTIO, a
TOHKWE HUTH OOXK[S BCE OMYCKAJIUCh U3 HEé BHU3 U BCE OJIeCTEsIN B OTHE MOJIHUYN U
Ka3aJIUCh CEThIO U3 TOHKUX CTAJIbHBIX ITPOBOJIOK, KOTOPYIO I'po3a Kuaajaa Ha 3eMITIO,
yT00 Ta 3allyTajach B Hel, ¥ TOrfa rpo3a yHecJsia Obl eé ¢ co00¥ B CTpaHy, I'me
KuBET Houb ¥ OHa caMa, Tie BCcerga TEMHO U T'Ie Y TPO3HI y2Ke MHOTO HaTaCKaHO
TaKWX, KaK 3eMJIsI, IapOB, KOTOPBIMU OHA UTI'PAET, KOT{la el CKy4YHO U HeJIb35 YUTHU
U3 OOMYy.

A B cTemnu OBIIO XOJIOOHO, TEMHO U MpPaA4HO. Korpga mosnHuM nieTenu Hag HEIO, TO
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHa TAXKEJIO U YTOMTIéHHO B3OOXHYJIA, U, IIOOHATad B3O0X0M, eé
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IIMPOKas IPydb TaK ¥ 3aMepiia B CTpaxe; a Korga MOJIHUY ITafalid Ha He€, oHa CO
CTOHOM OITyCKaJlach, €€ maBujla ThMa, ¥ Hag Hell MOHOTOHHO IIJIaKall JOXK[Ib.

YabaH CTOSN U IIeJl, ¥ B TPYAU €0 BCE TOPEJIo 3TO MOrydee, CMeJioe, YTO
IIO3BOJISIZIO MY OOMHOKO CTOSTh I'PYAbIO K I'PO3€e U He OOSATHCS; OH BCE TeJI, U pas,
KOTIa BCe Ty4YU Cpa3y BCIILIXHYJIU OCJIENIUTEIbHBIM I'0OJIyObBIM OTHEM, OH HEBOJIBHO
OITyCTHIJI T'Jla3a K 3eMJie U YBUAEJN Y HOT CBOMX Maiito, 0 KoTopoiu 3a0b1. OHa
jiexkajia BCSI MOKpasi Ha MOKPOUM 3eMJie, U €€ MaJIeHbKOe JINYUKO OBIJI0 CUHUM U
MEPTBHIM, I'JITa3KX 3aKPHITHI, U MJIOTHO CXKaThle PO30Bhie I'yOKU ObLIU OJI€OHHI.

— VYmMepna! — BcKpuyaln OH yOuBIEHHO. — OT4ero xe”?

W HaK/IOHUJICS HaO HEH U, B3SIB €€ Ha PYKH, IIpuUxKan K cBoel rpyou. OHa Oblia Tak
KajKa, ¥ B yIJIax I'Jla3 e€ 3aMepJiy [Be CJIe3UHKU; MaJieHbKasi, 6ecrioMoliHas, oHa
OTKHHYJIa T'OJIOBKY Ha3al, ¥ Py4YKHU €€ IOBUCIIU TaK XKaJKo u cjabo.

— YmMeprna T, Malsi? — TUXO CIIPOCHJI OH €€ U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO PEXKET
eMy cepjlie OCTPOU, HeBEIHOCUMOM 60ybl0. OH HUKOT[ja He MCIIBIThIBAJl TaKOU 00y,
maxke TOorpa, Kak, pa3 yIasB, ciioMal cefe KOCTh PyKH, — U 3Ta 001k ObljIa 2KajloCTh.

OH pgaxke 3acTOHAal CTPAIIIHBIM, PBRIOAIOITHUM CTOHOM... U B OTBET €My OIHUKO 1
HaCMENIIJIMBO 3aX0X0TaJl TPOM IIPAMO Haf €ro TOJIOBOH.

YabaH B3OPOTHYJ U COTHYJICS, — IIOCMOTPEN KPyroM, Kyaa Obl CIIpsiTaTh
MaJIeHbKYIO IeBOYKY Malio OT I'pO3kbl, U B IIEPBLIUA pa3 oxKaJjlejl 0 TOM, YTO He
UMeeT I1anaiia. M ero xkamocTh K IeBOUYKe Ilepeliljia B CTpax 3a Hee. BoT oH
BCKUHYJI Ha pyKax Mal BEICOKO HaJ CBOEU I'0JI0OBOU M C TOCKOU, PBABILEU €MY
cepAlie Tak, YTO OH YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3 3TOr'0 cepplla OpPHI3KET BHYTPU €ro TPyau
ropsiyasi KpoBb, — C TOCKOU ¥ CO CTPaxOM KPUKHYJI U30 BCEU CUJIHL:

— Tlomamnu!

I'poM x0xXOTas, Ty4u MUYaJIuCh, JOKAb BCE Mafall U IjlakaJl, CTelb B3gparnsaa, a
TaM, BOaJu, TJIyXo ¥ CKOPOHO prifal jec... Ho B cTOpoHe, OTKy[a MUYaIuCh Ty4H,
MpakK CTaHOBUJICA OJiemHel, ¥ TOPOM TaM CBepKaJli JIaCKOBEIE I'OJIyOble yIBIOKHU
Heba.

YabaH cTOsII U gepKajl BEICOKO Ha[l TOJIOBOY MaJIeHbKYIO (ero, a caM TOCKIIMBO
CMOTPEJ BBHICH, TTIe MYAIUCh Ty4YH, KOTOPHIM COBCEM HUKAKOTO fiejia He ObIJI0 HU [0
yabaHa, HY 10 Matiu. OHU IPUIIIXA ITIOTOMY, YTO IIPUILIN, ¥ YXOAST IIOTOMY, YTO
HacTana nmopa yutu. Ouu younm OvI ero, ecjiu 6 yOUIIH, HO 3TOTO He CIIY4YUIIOCh, — U
MM HEeT POBHO HUKAKOTO Aejla [0 YyabaHa u Maiu; OHU, MOXKEeT OBbITh, XOTST YEero-To,
HO y2K He TakK MaJio, Kak 4abaH u ero ¢esi! OHM TPOHOCSATCS Haf 3eMJIEH U
BECEJISITCS TTI0-CBOEMY.
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BoT Boamu G/1€CHYIO COJIHIIE C HEIOKPBITOTO TydYaMu HebOa; TaM Oblyla yKe MIMpoKast
sSICHO-TONTy0as JIeHTa.

A gabaH cTOSI U BCE mepzKaj Maiiio, mogbiMas €€ K HeOy ¥ B TOCKe 0XKHuaasi, CKOpo
JIV ¥ Haf ero rojoBou 6JIECHET COJIHIE; OH HazKe M03a0blyI U 0 TOM, YTO MOXKHO OBl
IIOUTHU K HEMY HaBCTpPeYy.

BoT oHO 1 61eCHYJIO... ¥ Ha MOOUTHIX HOXKIEM CTEOISIX KOBBIISI 3aCUSIIA B €r0
Jlydax ajIMa3bl ¥ SXOHTHI Kallelb; U MOIafaiu 9TH JIYYH Ha JIMYUKO Malu u eé
rpydb... A TaM, Kyda yMYaaucCh Ty4H, emlé rymei rpoM. Torma ¢est B3OOXHYyIa U
THUXO IIPOCTOHAIA:

— O mama! mamal..

A gyabaH KpeIKo IpuxkaJll €€ K TPyOu, U eMy CTajlo TakK PagoCTHO!

— Tak ThI xKHMBa! X, Kak 3TO xopoIro! A s gyMmal, 4TO TPOM-TO yous tebs!
— 4 B nec xouy! 3gech MHe CTpalllHo!.. — TUXO0 cKa3ajyla Maus.

— Jla BeOb OHa YK yIIjia, rpo3a-To! — BcKpuyan yabaH.

— OHa onaTts BopoTuTca Ha3an! Hecu meHs B nec!

— Ho kak xke cHecy Te6s? ¢ He mouny Tyma! Yero tam? [lepeBbs, u BCE!..
— Her, ckopelt oTHecu MeHsi! — HacTauBasa ¢es.

— A 51 ocTaHyCh OJUH 3[1eCh? — CIPOCHUI €€ yabaH U 3agymarlics... TyT eCTb YTO-TO
Hexoportee!.. YTo ke B ToM, uTo omguH? OH Bcerga ObIJI oouH. M cTemnb Tak OIu3Ka U
ponHa emy. Ho mouemy ke eMy He XO4YeTCsI OTHECTU €€ B jiec? A OTHECTU-TO OYEHb
He XOTeJI0Ch!

— 3Haelllb, — CKa3aJl OH, — MHe KaXeTCs, YTO, KOJIU sI OTHecy TeOs Tyhda, Tak 3TO
OymeT moxozKe Ha TO, Kak Obl 1 pa3pe3all ceOsi Ha ABe MOJIOBUHKU U OHU Pa30IIIHUCH
B pa3Hble CTOPOHEI, — OIHA B CTeNb, Apyras — B ec, BOT uto! [loxkany#, mydiie
9TOrO He fesiaTh. A? 4TO THl CKaXellb?

— Ho g 6orock 3mech! 4 xouy B 1ec! MHe Toxke OymeT CKy4HO 0e3 TeOs... TH
myMmaellb — He OymeT? Ax HeT! odueHb Oy[eT... HO s X04y B Jiec! s1 6010Ch 30€eCh!..
Kakas rposall.

— Hy, Tak kak ke Mbl 6yneMm? TeOe OymeT Hexopolio 6e3 MeHs, a MHe — 0e3 Tebs.
Ocranbcsi-ka co MHOM! UTo Tebe rpo3a? Kak MpuOoeT oHa, s 3aI0lo IeCcHIo 1 0ymy
IeTh OO TOU IOPHI, ITI0OKa OHa OyIeT MeTaThCs II0 CTEeNH, — BOT U BCE!
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— AX, pa3Be THI MOXKEeIlb C Hel cimaauTh? OHa CXBATUT TeOS U CO MHOM M MOXKET
KMHYTH Tak JajeKo, YTO MBI JOJIETUM A0 MOps!

— o MOps — 39TO He Jajeko!.. — 3agyM4uBo ropopui 4yabaH. — Ho Kak xe s
oTHecCy Te0s1, Korga MHe 3TOro Tak He xodetcs!.. 9?!. 1 notom — 3mech g gan tebe
cyacThe, U THI MHE, a B Jiecy... Hy-Ka, cKaXwu, 4TO THI BUfela TaM?

TyT u Maiisg 3agyMasiach ¥, HEMHOXKKO ITOMOJTYaB, ITIe4aibHO CKa3aja:

— JTO Tak, cyacThe 30ech! HO... Bellb ero Tak Majso! JTo s Tebe Torma eie, B
MIePBHINA pa3, XoTesa cka3daThk. OHO, MOXKalyi, TOJIbKO OKHaHKWE; BOT YTO TBOE
c4yacTswe!..

WM cTasno rpyCTHO IIOCJIe 9TOr0; a Hajl HUMU HebOo, 0CBEKEHHOE I'PO30M, TUXO U
JIaCKOBO yJibI0anock. YabaH MOCMOTpPEN Ha HETO U BOalb KPyroM cebs M HUTOe He
HAIEJI OTBETA Ha CBOU OYMHI.

— Hy, noigém! 4 oTHecy TebOsi OO OIYIIKH.

OH TIOHEC €€ MO/T4Ya ¥ CMOTpPEJI He B I'JIa3KU €€, KaK paHbllle, a B TEMHYIO,
CMOYEHHYIO TOKOEM 3eMJII0, U OHA, CUAS Y HEero Ha pyKax, Moidana. B Hux ob6oux
OBIJIO YTO-TO HOBOE, Yero OHU He ITOHMMAJIM, HO YTO MelllaJio0 UM TakK BeceJio
1IeJI0BaThCs, KaK paHbIle OHU LI€JI0BAIUCh.

— INMpomaii!.. Korga TH BEUAEIIb U3 Jieca KO MHe? — CIIPOCHUJI OH, OIIyCKas e€ C PyK
Ha 3eMJII0 Y OIIyLIKU Jieca, [101 BETBU, OCHIIIaHHBIE, TOYHO AparolleHHLIMU
KaMeHbsIMM, KallJIAMU JOXK[s1, TOPEeBIINMU Ha COJIHIIE ¥ MOJIYaJInBO OTABIXaBIINMU
oT Oypu.

— Ilpuny? He 3Hato, korga... Korga 3axouy, — He paHbile! — oTBeTuna Maiis.
— Hy, Tak nmonenyu Ha OpoIllaHbe.

OHa Kpenko, Kpenko o0HsJIa ero U IolejoBajla — FOPbKUM [IOlLleTlyeM COMHEHUS, a
IIOTOM TIOIIJIa B JIeC, He OTJISHYBIIMCH Ha Hero. Ha Heé maganyu ¢ MOTPEBOXKEHHBIX
BETOK XOJIOOHBIE KPYIIHBIE KAIlJId, U OT HUX €U OBbLJIO X0JI0OHO. Jlec MojT4an yrproMo
U COCpPefoTOYEeHHO, TPOIIMHKA CAejlajiach I0YeMy-TO I'yCTOU, HO MeHee KPaCuBOH,
yeM IIpexkie, U IIBeTHl ObIIUM He TaK KPACUBHI, U MEHbIIEe OBbIJIO UX... M BCE OBIIIO
CTpPaHHO, He TakK, KaK Impexkae, TOYHO y Maiiu Teneph OBIIM HOBHIE T'JI1a3a.

A Kak IIPOCTOPHO TaM, B CTEIIHN, U KaK TdM HpKO! OH, HaBE€PHO, CUOUT II00 BETBAMHU
OCOKOPsA M OyMaeT, I'Jid0sa BOaJib, IIOJIOZKKUB Had PYKHU I'OJIOBY. YacTo OH TakK CUOUT U
MHOT'O OyMaerT. YacTo, KOrga OHa 3achinaa Y HET'0 Ha PYKaX, a OH IIepeCTaBall
0arokaTh eé IIecHel, OHa CKBO3b JIpeMy Haﬁmonana 3a HUM, U, XOTS el Ka3aJioCh,
YTO ero cepane He C HeElOo, BCE-TaKu XOpo11Io OBLIIO CMOTPETHL B €TI0 ropsa4due oun!..
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Ona mna. BeTBu mepeBbeB OCTOPOKHO OOTParuBalIiCh OO0 €€ IJjied U PYK U TOYHO
XOTeJIM CKa3aTh €U MIENNOTOM YTO-TO; HO OHa YyBCTBOBaJla HUYEro, KpoMe TOro, 4To
reyvajsib HallOJIHAJIa el cepale...

BoT Ha gopore y Hel cTajia IJapCTBEHHO MHIIIHAS JIUJINSA, U OTATYEHHAS OOXKOEM €€
cepeOpsiHO-OapxaTHas MBIITHASA YallledyKa II0Y4eMy-TO TaK I'PYCTHO KadaeTcs. M ata
unusa Tak Oesna, yucra, cBexka! U, KaxkeTcs, TaK TOPAUTCS BCEM 3TUM.

Maiist HacTynusia Ha He€ HOXKKOM, cTebesb KaToOHO XPYIHYJI... ¥ BOT OHA, 3Ta
YUCTasl JIUJINS, JIEXKUT B TPSI3U, BCS U3MSITA.

Matiis mocMoTpesia Ha HeE€, ¥ €M CTaJio 3a YTO-TO CTBIOHO U Yero-To KajkKo.

— 4 cpenana ceiidyac Tak ke, Kak 9Ta CtpamHasa Cyab0a, 0 KOTOPOM pacCKa3bIBall
MHe B CTeIld OH! A BOT gBOpel maTtepu!

OH CTOsIJTI TAKUM K€ KpPaCHUBEBIM, KaK PaHbIIIE€, HO B HEM OBIJIO YTO-TO T'PYCTHOe€.

— Mawmal!!. — prigasi, BcKpuyajyia Maus ¥ CMOTpeJjia Ha CTyIeHHU epen OBEePsSMU
OBOpLA.

Kak u panbIlle, OHU ObIIM OOBUTHI TEMHOM 3€JI€HBIO IIIOIIA; IPKO O1ecTtenu Oeble
OYIIMCTHIE JKaCMUHBI U XKEJITHIE a3aluy 0apXaTHOU 3eJIeHU U ObIIajiu I'yCThIM
apoMaToOM B OTKPBIThIE OKHa OBOpLia. B ogHOM M3 HUX, M3-3a IIBETOB, CMOTPEIHU
BHU3 Ha Maiilo e€ CECTpPHI, U UX JIKIla OBIJIM CTPOTU U IedalibHEI, XOTS U Ka3alucCh
TOJK€e YallKaMu OeJlbIX TIOJIbIIaHOB.

— Mawma?!. — crnpocuia CKBO3b CJI€3kl Malisi, He BXOHs Ha CTYIIEeHMU.

Jlec moBTOpPUJI BCiieq 3a Helo yrpioMo: «Mawma!?.» CecTpsl Ka4yHYJIU IeYalabHO U
CTPOT0 I'OJIOBKaMU; fepeBbs TOXKe KauHYJIM BepIInHaMU, U C UX BeTBeu monanasiu
4acThle, KPYIIHBIE CJIE3HL.

— Trl yOuna e€! — ckasaja cTapilasi cecTpa.
— TwI He cecTpa HaM Oosnbine! — moOGaBUIIM [BE OCTAJIbHBIE.

Maiiss mocMOTpeia Ha HUX C XOJIOAOM B cepAle... MaThk ymMepiia, 3Ha4YuT?..
Ymepna?!.

MarnenbKkas dhest HaKJIOHHUIIA TOJIOBKY Ha I'PYIb, U €U M0Ka3ajoCh, YTO MaJleHbKas
3MelKa yXKanuia eé B cepaue... «Ho Begp MaTe-TO cTapyllka yXx Ovljla, ¥ yMepiia
JIX OHA OTTOTO, YTO S He IOCJyllajach €€, UId OTTOr0, YTO IPHUILIO BpeMS CMEPTH,
— efBa JI¥ 3HAIOT 3TO CECTPHI!..» 3a4eM Ke OHU I'OBOPAT TaK CTPOTr0 U TeNepb BOT
CMEIOTCS Ha[ Hel0 TaM, BBepXy, MeX IIBeTOB? WIu UM OTTOrO, YTO OHU CKa3alu ey,
ctaso serye? Uto oHa um cpenana gypHoe? Hudero! Hy, u nyCTh UX OCTaAlOTCA
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cebe! Eif ux He KalKo, IOTOMY 4YTO OHM oOuOesnu e€, u jiec ei OOoIbIle He
HPABUTCS.

Maiis noiia 1o jecy K cBoeMy JIroouMoMy OyKy U 3a0pasiachk B €ro T'yCTYyIO
Maxyd4yio JIMCTBY, OMBITYIO moxkaeM. OHa cMoTpeJsia B He00; TaM y2Ke BCIBIXUBaJIN
3BE3[bI, OHU OBI/IU €lll€ MaJibl U TYyCKJIbI, MUTA/IU TaK I'PYCTHO; HEOO OBIIO
revasbHO; a Jiec, Ka3aJioCh el, MoJi4ajl YKOPU3HEHHO, Cyx0, cepauTo... OHa Oblyia
OIlHa M 3alJjakKarla.

Cné3ku u3 e€ rial majaiau Ha TUCTOK OyKa, C HEeT0O — Ha OPYyroM, TPeTUul, moToM Ha
3eMJII0... ¥, KOT[la OHAa IIPOCHYJIaCh Ha APYroe yTpo, moa OyKOM M3 TPaBHl
BBITJISIABIBAIM QHIOTUHEI TJIA3KH, @ CO CTEIIW Hall JIeCOM IIJIbIIa IEeCHS:

9! J!.. ITouemy TebOst HET?
I[laBHO y2Ke COJIHIle OJIECTUT,
Ho HBIHYE 5T UM He COTPET,

U ceppue B rpyau Moeu COuUT!
W 4TO-TO B HEM IIETh HE JAET...
Oroii!.. Kak TOT XKaJokK, KTO XKOET!
3! 3!.. KabHI s ma ymern

[To sicHoMy HeOy n1eTaTh,

9 MHOTO OBI OTHEHHBIX CTPEN
Y rpoma ctapa’sncs OTHATH

N Tou, 4TO BYEpa IeoBall,

W3 Hux OB KOPOHY CKOBa!..

«BoTt oH yxke u noeT! Kak rpyCTHO 3BYy4HT ero roioc oguH! OTBeuy eMy...» —
rnogyMalia OHa U 3aresa:

Becw mokoeM u Mriou
Jlec yrproMbiii OOBSIT...
JIuinb mepeBbs TUCTBOU
Tuxo, HEXKHO IIyMAT.

Bot B IIPOCBETE MEX Ty4
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[TBIIIHBIX, TEMHBIX BETBEU
ComnHie Opocuio ny4

B CKpBITHIN TEHBIO PYYEN.
OKUBJIEH, OCBEIIEH

OTUM SPKUM JIy4OM,

3aroperincs BeCb OH
Pa3HOLIBETHLIM OTHEM, —
TouyHO rHOM-4apomen

Illempoit gmaHBIO CBOEM

Bpocun B 3TOT pydyen
IIparoiieHHBIX KaMHeN! ..

— Jrou!!. — pagoCTHO HECJIOCH CO CTEMH.
JleHTaMu mecHU TBOEU

Ceppiie cebe s ykparry!
CosHIle cusieT CBeTIIeH,
Cnyiias meceHKHU Halu!

9X, KakK 5 KagHO JIOBIIIO

Tpenb TBOUX MaJIeHbKHUX ITECEH!
Crtenu mmpoCcTOp CTajl MHE TECEH,
BoT kak Tebs s mobmio!!.

A oHa mpopgoxkarna:

¢ nmrIxaHbEM IIBETOB
ApoOMaTHEIM [HIIILY,

U Tebs g crenry

IlenoBaTn!

«[Tornecu T eMy
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Crnapgkuy Hall apomar!» —

MHe 11BETHI TOBOPAT,

A unyl!..

W B 1Be MUHYTHI OHA ObljIa YK€ y OIIYIIKH.

OH KHHYJICA K HEU HaBCTpedy, U el II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OT IIOIesys BCE HeOOo
BCIIBIXHYJIO MSTKUM SPKO-PO30BBIM OTHEM. CrtagKo 3TO OBINIO!..

W cHoBa 3axxuju oHu. [leHb 3a JHEM XKU3Hb OerKaJjla, ¥, KOrga OHU IIPUBHLIKIIN OPYT
K OPYyTYy, UM CTaJio CKy4HOo. YabaHy X0TeJIOCh BCE XOAUTh TO Tyda, TO Ciofa, a y
Mauiu HOXKKU 00JIeJIX OT 3TOM XOOLOKI.

U Mezx HUMH Jierjia OOHAXK/Obl TeHb, He3aMeTHO OJId HuX. BCcIKui 3HaeT, Kak
OBIBA€T 3TO; YTO K T'OBOPUTH MHOTO!

Pa3 oHu cupenu psgoM OApPYyT C APYTrOM ¥ Mojidanu. [JeHb ObIJI TaKOU SIPKUM,
MOJIOLOM, CUIbHEBIM. CTEIHOM 60raThIPh OBINI 9TOT AeHb! VUM ObINIO rpycTHO. Mauis
IIOCMOTpesNa B oud YyabaHa ¥ yBUpasa, YTO TEMHBI OHU, 3TU 04U, U YEPHLIE OPOBU
Hal HUMU CYPOBO COABUHYJIUCH.

— YTO X TH HE CKaxKeIlllb MHEe HUYEero? — CIIPOCHJIA OHaA THUXO0 M THUXO CTaJla UIrpaThb
€ro KyopsiMu.

— A uT0 OBI CKa3aTh Tebe? — OBUHYI OH ItedamMu. — CKa3zal Ovl 1 Tebe, 4TO MeHs
BOH Ty[a TSTHET, TOe TaK MIJIUCTO ¥ MSITKO, BOH B Ty AaJjib, TOe BUOHO, YTO JIy4YH
COJTHIIA TIPSIMO Ha 3eMJTIO YIajlu TAKUMU IITUPOKUMHU JIEHTaMH... BOT 3TO 5 cKa3ail
Obl TebOe, ma Bedb ThI He IMMOWOEINTL CO MHOM majeKo; HOXKKH 3abonsaT TBou! Hy, a 6e3
TeOsI Kak xkKe?

On 3amonyasi, u Maus Mon4asia, Ile4ajlbHO IIOHYPUB I'OJIOBKY... A BOT CTeIlb Tak
pasroBapuBajia TEICIYBIO I'OJIOCOB Cpa3y.

— Hy, u emié mor ObI 51 TeOe ABa-TPU CJI0Ba CKa3aThb, KOIU OBl Thl HE 00uaenach Ha
MEHS 3a HHUX.

OHa 71aCKOBO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO.

— Kak He Bupgan g Te0s, TaK ¥ TOCKU BO MHe He ObLI0. B Ty mopy cBoOOL€eH s ObLI U
He XOTeJl HU4ero, U He XKaJIKO MHe OBIJIO HUKOI'0; cinaBHO Ovuio! 2Kui, ma mern, ma us3
KOHIIa B KOHeIl PLICKAJI 10 CTEIIH, a II0 HoYaM CMOTpeJI B He0Oo U OayMaJll, KOMy U Ha
4TO HY2KHO, 4TO0 B HEM CTOJILKO 3BE3[ TOpPEI0? UJIK O TOM, UTO TaM, BHIIIIe Heda,
ecTs? M XOTeNnoch MHe TOrfAa MHOroro... M 3HaTe s XOTer, u fenaTh BCE, — a Temneph
BOT, KaK THl CO MHOWU, y2K M HeJIb35 XKUTh MHeE TakK, Kak s X0TeJl Obl U KaK paHbIle
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KU, IOTOMY YTO YUTH OOHOMY — 00umeTh Tebs, a s1 TeOst 1 000 U XKaJjlelo; BOH
THI KaKas KpacuBas U MOJIOAeHbKasi! A yK KOJH JIFOOUIITL U JKaJjleelllb UJTN X0Yelllb U
OouIrbCcst Yero-Hubynb, TakK TH U HecBoOomdeH!.. BoT uTo 51 ckazan Tebe! Y mHe
00JTbHO 3a TO, YTO BCE 3TO IIpaBaa...

W gyabaH 3amMoyani, I7saas BOajlb U Ie4YalbHO KUBas rOJIOBOIO gyeMy-To.

1% oyumie Maiiu cTasio XOJI0OHO, KOrha OHa YCJibiXajla €TI0 U U3 I'JIa3 e€ TUXO0
3aKarasnu CIe3bl.

— ThI rOBOPHIIL — 3TO MpaBIa, U I CKaxXy To Ke. Kak ua s B j1ecy, IJIOX0 pa3Be
OBL7IO0 B HEM 171 MeHs? BoT yx Het!.. Y 3TO Beb THI, KOJIU He 3a0bII, BEIMaHUII
MeHSsI OTTy[a CBOUMHU IlecHAMu! 4 moiiia, moToMy YTO AyMalia — 3[4eCh C TOOOMU
ny4iie. 4 moiia — U moTepsijia MaTh, CECTEP, MOM OoM, BCE!.. 3a UTO oTHana s uX,
ckaxku-ka? He 3a Te 11 MUHYTKHU, KOT[a MIOLIEJIyHd CTAHOBATCS TaK JKapKH, UTO
maxke 6ombpHO?!. [Toporo 3ariadyeHo, KOIu Tak!.. A BCE, 4To s y3Hana oT Tebs,
sy4iiie 651 1 He 3HaTh, IOTOMY YTO 000 BCEM 3TOM mayMaeTcs!.. Tkl TOBOPUJI MHE O
cynb0e U 0 CMepTH... Hy, YTO B HUX xopoirero? Kabwl s He 3Hasla, YTO OHU €CTh, MHE
OnL710 OBI BeceJiee; OTTOTO UTO, €CJIM YMeellb IyMaTh, COBCEM He JIydllle KUTh!.. BoT
U 51 CKa3ajia Tebe Koe-4To U, MOXKeT, O0bIlle OBl CKal3asia, KaObl MOTJIa BEIHYThH U3
TPyAu cepplie ¥ IIOOHECTH eTo Ha pyKe K TBOMM Oo4YaM: IIOCMOTPEJI OBl T, UTO B HEM
eCcTb! YMEH THI, a BOT CKaXX1d — 3a4eM BCE 3TO y HAC BBIILIO?

OH caMm gyMan o TOM Xke... A 3a4eM, B caMoM pesne? CTOIbKO U OHU 00a MMOJIy4duIn
OpYyT OT OpyTra, CKOJIBKO OTHAJU OPYT APYyry?

Ha mepBrili Bonpoc HU caM YabaH, HU CTelb, HU He00, KOTOpPhIe OH I'PYCTHO
ocMaTpuBaJjl, — He OTBedasid, a Ha BTOPOU yxkKe OBIJI0O OTBeYEeHO U UM u Maiiel.

— 39X, KaK XOPOIITY, TOKOWHLI U CUJIBHEI 3TH OBe — OecKpalHas CTellb 1 0e300HHOoe
Heb6o! HeT, Mos ropJieHKa, MyApelia, KOTOPBIN cKa3all Okl — 3aueM; HEeT TaKoTo, S
oyMalo; a KaK IIOCMOTPEeTh IIOIIpUCTaJbHee, TaK, MOXKET, U elllé MHOTOTo 4ero Het!..
BunoBaTtsl 11 MBI ApyT nepen apyrom? Het, g oymaro! JIAr ke KO MHe Ha I'pydb, a g
00OHUMY ¥ TOIeJTyI0 Tebs!

Matis mocMoTpesia Ha Hero. XopoIll OH OBINT paHbIlle, CUJILHBIA U CMEJIBIH, C SICHBIM
4yeJioM U OTHEHHBIMHU I'Jla3aMU! XOpOII U Telleph — UCXyHOaJIblii HEMHOTO,
3agymuuBbiii. U roy0oK, Kak He0o, cTan B3rasn y Hero. OHa oOHSIa ero u,
IIOJIOKUB €My T'OJIOBKY Ha I'pyab, CKa3aja:

— Cnou MHe OOHY TBOIO IIPE2XKHIOIO HeCeHKy'! ,[[aBHO YK He II€JI ThI.

— He moéTcs Temepb MHe; He MTOETCs, ronybka! BumHO, y>K cIeThl BCe MOU IeCHH!..
3Haelb YTO? IIECHU-TO Belb OBIJIM HEe MOU, YyXKHe BCE IIeCHU, — BCe UX ITIOI0T,
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CJIBIIIIATI I, ¥ BOT CcaM 3allejl... A OHU, MOXKeT OBITh, TOJIBKO TaK... ¥, MOXKEeT OBIThH, B
HUX €CTh BpegHOe [JIsi Cepell.

T'oBopus OH U IPYCTHO Kadas rojIOBOM; a OHa IIJlaKajla, IOTOMY YTO 4YTO XKe ellle
OCTaBajioCh eu?..

Tak u 3axxunu oHU. Tak 3aKUJIN |, TJISIOs OOUH Ha OIPYroro, CTAaHOBUJIUCH BCE
00JIbIlle JTUIITHUMHU, BCE OO0JIbIIIe MeIIaau OPYT OPYTYy U OOJIbIlle ITOHUMAalId U
Bumesnu... 1 Bcé 6osbire yabaHy XOTeJI0Ch UATH KyOa-HuOyOb Jajieko, Jajeko, Tae
OBl He OBIJI0O HUYEero TaKoro, YTO OH 3HaJI UM YTO MOT cebe mpeacTaBuTh, a Maiis
xupena u 61egHesNa ¢ KaXXabIM JHEM U BCE gyMasa: «3adyeM?.. 3a4eM?..»

A ocenb npubnuxKanachk. Bcé daiie rpossl IpojieTanau Haf CTeIbIo, U BCE Yallle U
MpadyHee XMYPHUIOCh He0O0, MHU CTAHOBUJIMCH KOPOYe, Yallle TEHU HOYHEIE... U
IIOpoI0 B HUX Maiisl BuAesia Ceqylo rojioBy CBOeU MaTepu, MaTh IIedasjibHO Kadasa
TOJIOBOM, ¥ CTPAIIIHOM TOCKOU CBETUIIUCH €€ CTaphble OYU... U JIeC 30JIOTUJICS Ha
COJIHIIe, HaJleBasi MyPIIYPHBIM OCEHHUM yOop.

Yaban Bcé cupmen psigoM ¢ Maiiel ¥ XKaOHO ocMaTPUBaJll BOaslbk U MoJT4all; a
MHOTa BOAPYT oOHMMaJ MaJIeHbKYIO (el0 U TakK IieJIoBall €€, 4YTO OHa 4YyTh HE
3apbIxajach B ero pykKax. M Bcé xupejia, xupena Maus.

Pa3 Kak-To yTpoM, — COBCEM YK OCEHHee TO OBIJIO YTPO, TaCMYpPHOE, U TY4YH HU3KO
HABUCJIX Haf 3eMJIEH, TSKEJIbIe, XMypPhle — BOT, BOT YIIAAyT Ha CTEIlb U ITOKPOIOT €€
TOJICTHIM ITyXOBBIM CH3BIM MOKPHLIBAJIOM, — BOT 3THM-TO YTPOM MPOCHYJIach Matis u
CKa3ajsa yabaHy:

— YMupato g, Muisii! ga, ymupato!..

l'opeM u papoCThIO BMecCTe 6JiecHYyTM 4YabaHOBEI O4YH, ¥ OH IIOOHS €€ C 3eMJIU.
— Ilomnno, TonyOka! — ckKa3ajl OH B TPEBOTE.

— Her, ymuparo!.. Ymepso neto, u g Bcieq 3a HUM! Hecu MeHs K 1ecy ckopee!
OH B34 €€ U IIOHEC.

TémeH u Mpa4deH OBLI JIeC; YK He€ ILIeIITall OH, KakK IIpexae, 6BIBaJ'[O, TaK HE2KHO U
MOIITHO B OJHO BpeMs, U KOI'oa-ToO HpKO-BeHéHaH JINCTBA €TI0 3appaejyiaCb OCEHHEIO
KpaCKOﬁ, 1 MHOT'O 3TOM JIMCTBHI II0IIagalio K KOPHAM. Tuxo B HEM 6BIJ'IO, CTOAIIN
OepeBbid, MOJTHAJIX U OyMaJIn OYMEI ITPO JIETO; U Ty4HX IIOBUCJIM Hall UX BEPIINHAMA
HUWU3KO, HU3KO U IIJIaKaJik O YEM-TO MEJIKMM B 4YaCTHIM OCEHHUM JIO}KI[éM.

Y onymku octaHoBuIa Matiss yabaHa ¥ cCKa3ajla TUXO:

— Tlonozxku MeHsT Ha 3eMJTIo!
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OH IIOJIOKUII €€, @ CaM CeJl PSIOOM.

[TophIB BeTpa MIPUJIETEN CO CTEIIN U MHOTO JIUCTHLEB COPBAJI C IEPEBLEB; OHU
IOCHITIAJIMCDh, KPYIIHBIE ¥ KpacCcHBIE, Ha T'0JIOBHI Malu u 4abaHa; IepeBbs 3allyMellu
— MOHOTOHHO OHU 3alllyMeJii, — U OB JIX 3TO UX IPUBET Matie, UIU CMESITIUCH OHU
HEIO U YKOPSIJIN €€, HeJlb3s ObIJI0 pa3o0paTh.

— Ilpomait! — cka3ana oHa yabany. — U TwI, nec, mpoiai! [Tpoiail U CONHIIE TaM,
3a Tydyamu! U BB, Ty4Hu, IpolllaiiTe! BBl IIyrajii MeHs paHbIlle Ballel OyHUHOMU
OTBarou, HO Teleph s 3Hal0, YTO BaMU IIPAaBUT BETEP, @ UM — EIl€ YTO-TO, U Haf
BceM Liapuiieio — Cynb0a, ¥ OHa, HaBEPHO, TOXKE Y KOTO-HUOYOb B HEBOJIE, MOXKET
ObITh, y CMEepTH, UTO XOUeT B3sITh MeHs... Ho, HaBepHOoe, 1 CMepTh He cBoOOOHA!
HUKOTla OHa He CKJIafgblBaeT PYyK, BCE paboTaeT u paboTaer... 3aueM?.. Hy, nipoiai
XKe, ellle pa3, Mol cmernbiii! Teneps Thl CHOBa CBOOOAEH, KakK OpEJl; HO 3aueM Tebe
9TO? cIIpaluBai au Thl cebs?.. [Ipomait! Byny 5u 1 meHo#M B MOpe, UK Toj1y00Io
MTJIOM Ha ropax, UM BedepHel TEeHbIO CTEeIIHOM, — 5 Bcerga Oyay IMOMHUTH O Tebe.
[Tpomraii! momeny# ee pas!..

N, Korma OH €€ 11eJioBaJjl, OHa yMepa.

Jlexkaya OHa MIOJ AePEBbSIMU, ¥ OHM T'JTyXO POIITAJIX Ha YTO-TO; U ObIJIa OHA TakKas
MaJieHbKas M CIIOKOWHAas, TUYUKO €€ COesiasoch OeqHee NTUINN... U TY4YU ele
HUKe OITyCTHUINCH Haf CTENbIO U JIECOM U eIlé ITyIlle 3allylaKalld... a y YabaHa 1mano
cephle B 'PyAU M TOCKOM, TOCKOU IEPENOIHUIIOCH OHO...

OH cMoTpesn Ha He€, — OHa He ObUIa YK TakK XOpollla, KakK XKHUBasi, HO JOpoxKe Oblya
eMy Tenepb, U OoJbllle JIIOOUJI OH €€ B 3Ty-TO I'PYyCTHYIO MUHYTY. [la, O0IbIlle OH
00U €€, IIOTOMY YUTO IIOTEPSI... ¥ HBUJIO eT0 CepAlle, U IJlakaso... ¥ 37100a
3aKUIlesia B HEM TOPSTYUM KITIOYOM.

OH 3arers, B MOCTIEOHUN pa3, MOXKeT ObITh:
[TycTh OBI TOT, KTO IEPBBIX BIIUJI

B wamry xku3HU CTpacTu s/,

CamM OBl YaIry 3Ty MUl

Ionro, monro, 6eCKoOHEYHO!..

U, xkKemasi CMepTH, KU,

2Kumn 651 BeuHO!

U mo nmecy 3a3Byd4arso Iyikoe 9x0: «2Kuim Obl Be4HO!..»
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Ho 310 uTo ke 3a necHs?!. YabaH yK BUOEJI, YTO 3TO He MEeCHS, U eMy 4Yero-To
KaJIKO U CTHIHO CTaJlo.

B3MaxHyB Hap IrOJI0BOM CBOEY AJINHHOU IIaJIKOW, OH CBUCTHYJI TUXO0 U KaJlo0HO,
MIOIIETT BOa/jb, HABCTPeUy TydaM — U IIpoIas TaM.

A des Bcé nexkaa Ha ONyIlKe Jieca, U MOKpPEIE JIUCThS BCE Mafasy, majaild Ha
Heé... K Beuepy COTHEYHBIN Ty4 IPOCKOJIL3HYJT MEXIY Ty4aMM U He BUdam y
OITyIIIKY HUYETro, KpoMe BHICOKOM Ky4M KpPaCHBIX U XKENTHIX JINCTHEB; a HaJl HElo, Ha
4YE€pPHOU ¥ MOKPOM BeTKe Oy0a, cupesn 3MMOPOAOK U MMOCBUCTHIBAJI TPYCTHO U TUXO.
Torpa colmHeYHBIN JIy4d CHOBA CIIPSATAJICS; CTAJI0 TEMHO, — U Becéejias MaJjieHbKas
(dest Maiis Tak ¥ ocTasnach IOl OCEHHUMU JTUCThSIMMU...

BoT u Bcé.

B Tot Beuep, Hap [IlyHaeM, Ha CBaJIeHHOM Oypero MIMUCTOM ny0e CUOEeNu TPpU
MyZIpble THOMa U TOBOPUJIA O CMePTH Becenou Mariu. OHU yKe 3HalIu, YTO OHA
yMepiia, TaK KaK OHU 3HAIOT BCE, YTO I'Oe-mudo CiiydaeTcs, U 3HaKT Jaxe
HEMHOXKKO U3 TOT0, YTO MOKET CIIy4YUTHCS 3aBTPa; TOBOPUJIM OHUM, — U OOMH CKa3all
TakK:

— BoT u Bcsa xXu3Hb MajieHbKoM Manu! YTo k! OHa 1mojiy4duia, CKOJIbKO MOTJIa;
IpaBo, el He Ha YTO KaJIoBaThCs.

— MHe KaXeTcs, 4TO I1I000Bb HA3kIBAIOT HACJIAXKAEHNEM IIOTOMY TOJIBKO, UTO 3TO
y2K O4YeHb CulIbHas 00/Ib, U MHE He XXaJlKo (ero, KaK HUYero He KajlakKo, — II0TOMY
YTO BCE TIIyIo! — cKa3ajl, HEMHOT0 IIOTOMIsI, BTOPOM, KOTOPHIM OBLIIT IToMyOopee
IIepBOToO.

A TpeTuii, HabpaB B pyKy KaMeIIKOB, 3a[yMYlBO Opocal uX B PeUYHbIE€ BOJIHBI U
CMOTpeJI, yNibIi0asich, KaK OT KaMHEUN pacXogsaTCs II0 BOOe KPYTU U IpoIagaiorT,
CTEPTHIE TeUEHMEM; OH POBHO HUYET0, HU CJIOBa He CKa3aJl, XOTS OyMaJl He
MeHbIIle, YeM TOBApPHUILM, U elllé O0JIbIle MOPIINH, YeM y HUX, pe3ayio ero yeno. OH
HU4Yero He cKa3sarll.

OH-TO U OBIJT MyIPEUIITUH.

Hy, BOT g 1 paccka3an 3Ty CKa3Ky. He HOBast 3Ta CKa3Ka, ¥, MOXKeT OBITh, OHa
CcaMOl XU3HbBIO JaBHO yXKe HalKuCaHa B TBOEM CepIlle; Oa Bedb TOBOPSIT, YTO U HET
HUYEero Ha CBeTe TAaKOoro, 4ero Obl y2K paHbllle He ObIIo!..

...A paccka3aTb-TO MHE TaK XOTEJIOCh!
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