OomHO4YeCcTBO — TekKCT 1 u3 2

ITocne nmonymHs cTayo Tak X)XapkKo, 4To naccaXxupsl I-ro u II-ro kyjraccos ogquH 3a
Opyrum nepeOpanuch Ha BepxHIOw nany0y. HecmoTps Ha 6e3BeTpue, BCs
ITOBEPXHOCTDh PEKU KUIIeJla MeJIKOM IpoxKalllel 3bI0b10, B KOTOPOM HEeCTEPITUMO
SIPKO OPOOUJINCEH COJTHEYHBIE JIYYH, IIPOU3BOS BlledaTieHne 6eCYUCIeHHOT 0
MHOK€eCTBa cepeOpsSHBIX IITaPUKOB, HEBHICOKO MOANPHITMBAIOIINX Ha Boge. TOJILKO
Ha OTMeJISX, TaM, e 6eper AJIMHHBIM MBICOM Bpe3ajsics B peKy, Boja orubasa ero
HEeITOOBUXKHOM JTEHTOM, CIIOKOMHO CUHEBIIIEeN cpenu 3Tou OnecTsinel psiou. Ha
HeOe, T00JIeHEBIIIEM OT COTHEUHOT'O JKapa U CBeTa, He OBbIJI0O HU OOQHOM TY4YKH, HO
Ha OBIJIBHOM T'OPU30HTE, KaK Pa3 Hajl CU30¥ U 3y0YaTOM MOJI0COM manabHETO Jjieca,
Koe-TIle IPOTSHYJIUCh TOHKME Oenble 00JjlayKa, OTJIUBABIINE T10 KpasiM, KaK Ma3KHu
pacmniaBlIeHHOro MeTasijia. YepHbIM ObIM, HE IOObIMasACh HaJ HU3KOM 3aKONTEJI0U
TPyOOH, CTJIazCcs 3a IapoOXOOOM [JIMHHBIM I'PSI3HBIM XBOCTOM.

[TokpoMIleBEI, MYyZK U KeHa, TOXKe BHIIUIA Ha any0y. X BoBce He CTECHSIJIO
OKpY2zKaBlllee MHOTOJIIOJJHOE U COBEPIIEHHO He3HaKoMoe 00IIleCTBO; HaoO0pPOT, OHU
B HEM YyBCTBOBaJIU cebs ellle O/IMKe, ellle TeCHee APYT K Apyry. OHU OBIIN KeHaThl
y2Ke TpU Mecsilla UMeHHO TaKOM CPOK, II0CJIe KOTOPOT'0 MOJIOAbkle CyIIPyrd 0COOEHHO
OXOTHO TIOCEIAlOT TeaTpPhl, T'yJISAHbS U Oasbl, IAe, 3aTEPSABIINUCEH B TOJIIIE UyKUX
JIIofiel, OHU TTy0Ke M OCTPee YyBCTBYIOT B3aUMHYIO OJTM30CTh, 0OPATUBIIYIOCS B
IIPUBBLIYKY 3a BpeMsi MeJOBOTr0 Mecsia. JINIb u3penka oHM 0OMeHUBaIUCh
He3HauYUTeJIbHBIM OJHOCJIOKHBIM 3aMedYaHUeM, YIBIOKOM UJIN OOJITUM B3TasgoM. U
OH ¥ OHA HCIILITHIBAJIM TO IIOJIHOE, IEHWBOE U CJIaJIKOe CUacThe, KOTOPOe [aeT
TOJIBKO IIyTEILIeCTBUE, COIPOBOXKIaeMoOe MOJIOIOCThLI0O U 6e33a00THOM
YIOBIETBOPEHHOM TI000BBIO.

CHU3y, U3 MalIUHHOTO OTHEJIEHUs, BMECTe C TeILJIBIM 3aIllaxoM HedTH, JOHOCUJIOCH
HeIIpephIBHOE IINIIeHNEe, MSATKHNE yaaphl paboTalomnX MOPIIHEN U KaKKue-To
riny6okue, MpaBUIbHBIE B30XHY, B TAKT KOTOPHLIM TakK XKe pa3MepeHHO B3aparuBaja
mepeBsiHHas manyba fActpeba. ITox KojlecamMu Imapoxofa KJI0OKOoTaJsla Bofa,
BLIOpAcCHIBasi CEpOUTHIe OYTpPhl OeJI0i ITeHbl. 3a KOPMOM, TOPOMIJIMBO OOTOHSS €ee,
OekKanu pAObl OJIMHHBIX, ITUPOKUX BOJIH; Oesible KypuaBble rpeOHU HeOXKUOaHHO
BCKHIIAJIM Ha UX MyTHO-3€JIEHOU BepIINHe U, IIJIaBHO ONyCTUBIINCH BHU3, BOPYT
TasiIi, TOYHO IIPSATAIUCh IO BoOy. Pacxomsick 1o peke Bce HIMpe, BCe Aajibllle,
BOJIHBEI HaOeranu Ha Oeper, Komebanu U npurubany K 3eMmiie XKUIKUe KyCThl UBHSKa
¥, pa30UBIIUCH C IITYMHLIM IIJIECKOM U II€HOI0 00 OTKOC, O6exkasnu Halaj, oOHaxKas
MOKPYIO IlecuaHyi0 OTMeJlb, BCIO U3beNeHHYI0 IpuboeM.

Koe-rpge Ha KycTax BHUCeJIM [JIMHHBIE phl0aubu ceTU. YallKu C MPOH3UTETbHBIM
KPHUKOM JIeTeJIM HaBCTPeUdy IIapoxoay, CBepKas Ha COJIHIIe IIPH KaXK/I0M B3Maxe
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CBOUX IIIMPOKUX, U30THYTHIX KPHIJIbeB. M3penka Ha 600THCTOM Oepery BUOHesach
cepas Laruis, CTOSBIIAs B BaXXHOW U 3aAyMYHUBOM I103€ Ha CBOUX OJIMHHBIX
KpaCHOBaTBIX HOTaX.

Ho aTo omHOOOpa3ue He IpUCKy4YuBaiao Bepe JILBOBHE U HE YTOMIISIJIO €€, IIOTOMY
4TO Ha BeCh O0OKHUIM MUDP OHA TJisifesia CKBO3b PafyKHYIO IeJIeHy TUXOTO
O4YapoBaHbs, IEPEIOJIHABIIETO ee Oynry. Eii Bce Ka3ajl0Ch MUJIBIM U JOPOTUM: U
HAaIll 1apoXo] HeOOLIKHOBEHHO YHCTEHbKUN U OBLICTPHIM ITapoxop! ¥ HaIll KalluTaH
3[I0POBEHHEIN TOJICTSIK B IapPYCUHOBOU Mape U KJleeH4aToOM KapTy3e, ¢ 6arpoOBEIM
JINIIOM, CU3BIM HOCOM M 3BEPUHBIM I'0OJIOCOM, JaBHO OXPUIIIINM OT HEIOIrofi, OpaHbsd
U IbSTHCTBA, HAIIl JIOIIMaH KPaCUBBIN, 4ePHOOOPOOLIM MYyKHK B KpaCHOM pybaxe,
KOTOPHIM BEPTEN B CBOEM CTEKIITHHOM OyIoYKe KOJIECO IIITypBaja, B TO BpeMs Kak
€ro OCTphIe, IIPUILYPEHHBIE I'Ta3a TBEPAO U HENOABUKHO CMOTPeNU BAasnb. Cierka
006JIOKOTHUBIIIUCH Ha ITPOBOJIOYHYIO CeTKY, Bepa JIbBOBHA C HaclaxKOeHUeM Tisfera,
KakK UT'palii B BoJIHax Oejible Oapalllku, a B TOJIOBE €€ MOI pa3MepeHHbIe B3[IOXU
MalllMHEBI 3By4aJl MOTUB KaKOW-TO CaMOJeIbHOU IIOJIbKY, U C 9TUM MOTHBOM B
CTpaHHYIO TapMOHMUIO CIIMBAJIMChH U IIIYM BOLHI IO KoJjiecaMu U Apebe3kKaHue
yariek B Oydere...

HNuorpma HaBcTpeuy fAcTpeby momagasncs OYKCUPHBIN ITAapOX0oMd, TAITUBIIUN 3a COO0I0
Ha TOJICTOM KaHaTe OJIMHHYI0 BePEeHUIly HU3KUX, HeyKJIIoXKuX 6apok. Torga oba
Imapoxoga Ha4yuHaJIM yrpozxKalolle peBeTh, YTO 3acTaBisiio Bepy JIbBOBHY C
HUCIIyTaHHBIM BHAOM 3aXXMYypPUBAaTh I'Jla3a M 3aThHIKaTh YIIU...

Bpanu nmokaswsiBasiach NPUCTaHb MaJleHbKUY KPaCHBIYM JOMUK, BEICTPOEHHBIA Ha
0apke. KanuTaH, MPpUI0KUBIIN POT K MEOTHOMY PYIIOPY, IPOBEOEHHOMY B
MalllMHHOE OTAeJIeHue, KprudyaJl KOMaHOHbBIEe CJI0Ba, M €T0 I'0JIoC Ka3aJscs
BBIXOOSAIINM U3 rmy0okon 6ouku. Cambrii mansiii! Ctyn! 3agauit xon! Cty-ym!.. C
HUXKHeU nasyOnl BEIOpachkiBaid KaHAT, ¥ OH, Pa3BUBAsICh B BO3AyXe, C TPOXOTOM
rajajs Ha KpHIILy IpUcTaHu. MaTpoCH 110 OpoKallliM CXOOHSM BBIHOCUJIM Ha Oeper
rpoMagHble KyJIM U MEUIKH, CTU0asCh IO UX TSIXKECThI0 U MPUIOEePKUBaAs UX
XKene3HbBIMU KpiokaMu. OKOJIO CTaHLIIMU TOJIITHINUCE 0a0bl ¥ IEBYOHKU B KPACHBIX
capadaHax; OHM HaBsSI3YMBO Mpe[Jiarajy Iaccaxxupam BsJIyI0 MaJuHy, Oy THIJIKU C
KUIITYEeHBIM MOJIOKOM, COJIEHYIO prIOy U OapaHUHY. AMCKUe jomanu, Haf
KOTOPBIMU BUJIUCH TY4YM CJIETTHEMN, HETEPIIEJINBO MO3BSIKUBaIU OyOeHUYuKaMu U
KOJIOKOJIbLIAMH...

Kapa nonemHory crnagana. OT BOObl HOOHAJICS JIETKUU BeTepPOK. COIHIIEe CaOuioCh
B [T02Kape IMypIypHOTO IjlaMeH! U PaCTOMJIEHHOTO 30JI10Ta; KOrfa XKe sapKue KpacKu
3apu NOTYXJIU, TO BECh TOPU30HT OCBETUJICS POBHBIM ITLIJIBHO-PO30BBIM CUSHUEM.
Hakonen u 370 cCussHUE IOMEPKJIO, ¥ TOJIbKO HEBBEICOKO HaJl 3eMJiel, B TOM MECTe,
rOe 3aKaTUJIOCh COJIHIIE, OCTajlaCh HesiCHas OJIMHHAas po30Bas I10JIOCKa, He3aMeTHO
IepexoquBIIasi HaBepxy B HEXKHBIN I'0JIy0OBaThHIM OTTEHOK BeuepHero Heba, a BHU3Y
B TAXKEJIYI0 CU30BaTyl0 MIJIy, IOOBIMABIIYVIOCS OT 3eMJId. Bo3Ooyx CrycTuiacs,
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noxonoxnesi. OTKyZa-TO JOHEeCCS M CKOJIb3HYII 10 Nany0e cinabniii 3alax Mena U
CHIpOM TpaBHl. Ha BOCTOKe, 3a BOJITHUCTOU JIMHUEN XOJIMOB, pa3pacTralics
TEMHO-30JI0TOU CBET JIyHBI, TOTOBOU B30UMTH. OHa MOKa3ajiaCh CHadajia TOJIbKO
OOHUM KpaelIKOM U ITOTOM BHIIJIbI/IAa OOJIbIlIasi, OTHEHHO-KpacHas U Kak 0yaTo OBl
IIPUILIIOCHYTasA CBEPXY.

Ha mapoxope 3aKriu 3JIeKTPUYEeCTBO U 3aCBETHUIN Ha O0pTax CUrHaIbHBIE (POHAPH.
W3 TpyOBl BaluIX AJIMHHBEIM CHOIIOM U CTJIAJINCh 3@ ITapOX0A0M, Tas B BO3MyXe,
KpacHbIe UCKpHL. Bopa Ka3amack cBeTiee Heba U yKe He Kuresa 6onbie. OHa
YCIIOKOUJIACh, 3aTUXJIa, ¥ BOJIHBI OT IIapOXO[a PACXOOUIIUCH 10 HeN TaKue YUCThle U
rinagkKue, Kak OyaTo Obl OHM POXKIAJIMCh U 3aCThIBAJIM B JKUIKOM CTekie. JIyHa
IOAHSJIACh ellle BhIlIe U IMo0ieqHera; JUCK ee caealics IPaBUIbHBIM U
O1eCcTAIINM, KaK OTIIOJIMPOBAHHEIN cepeOpsaHbIl UT. [1o Boge MPOTSIHYJICS OT
Oepera K mapoxoay ¥ 3aurpas 30JI0TEIMU 6JIeCTKaMU U CTPyUKaMHU OJIMHHBIN
OPOKAIIUU CTOMO.

CraHoBUIOCH CBEXO. [TOKpOMIIEB 3aMeTHJI, YTO XKeHa ero [Ba pa3a COOpPOrHyJjach
IJjledaMy U CIIMHOU I10J CBOUM IIEePCTSAHBIM IIJIATKOM, M, HarHYBIIUCH K HEW,
CIIPOCHII:

ITTuuka Mosi, Tebe He XOIOoOHO? MoKeT OBITh, ITOUIEeM B KAlOTy?

Bepa JIeBOBHaA OAHsAIA IOJIOBY U IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MyKa. Ero Iuio mnmpu 1yHHOM
cBeTe crajio 6i1egHee OOLIKHOBEHHOTIO, ITYIIMCTHIE YCH M OCTPOKOHEeYHast 60poaKa
BBEIPHUCOBEIBAJIUCH pe34e, a Ijla3a YOJMHUIINUCH U IPUHSAJIU CTPAaHHOE, HeXKHOoe
BEIpaXKeHUe.

Hert, HeT... He OeCIIOKOMCS, MUJIBIN... MHe O4eHb XOPOIIIO, OTBETHUIIA OHA.

O=xa He YyBCTBOBAaJla X0JI0[a, HO ee OXBaTUJla Ta lleMsllasd TOMHas XyTh, KOTopas
OBJIaZleBaeT HEPBHBIMU JIIOObMU B SIPKME NyHHBIE HOYH, KOTHa HebOo KaxKeTcs
XOJIOMHOM M OTPOMHOM ITyCcThIHEeM. Hu3kue 6epera, 6exkaBiIre MUMO IapoXoma,
OBLIIM MOJTYAJIMBHL U ITeYabHbI, IPUOpPeKHLIE Jieca, OKyTaHHBIE BJIaXKHBIM MPaKOM,
Ka3aJIUCh CTPAIIHBIMU...

Y Beps! JIbBOBHEI BOPYT ABUJIOCH HEIIPEOLOJINMOE XKeJlaHWe IPUIbBHYTh KaK MOXKHO
O71uKe K CBOeMY MYXKY, CIIPSATaTh I'OJIOBY Ha CUJIBHOM I'PYAU 3TOTO OJIM3KOTO
4eJIi0BeKa, COTPeThCs er0 TEIJIOTOMU. ..

OH, TOYHO yragblBasi ee MUMOJIETHOE JKeJlaHue, TUX0 0OBUJI ee IIOJIOBUHOM CBOET0
IIMPOKOI0 ITaJIbTO, U OHU 00a 3aTUXJIU, IPUXKABIINCH APYT K OPYTY, U, KacasiCh OPyT
Opyra rojioBaMu, CJIMJIUCH B OOWH I'PAlluO3HBEIM TEMHBIU CUIIY9T, MEXOYy TeM KaK
JiyHa Opocasa sipkue cepeOpsHble IIITHA Ha UX MJIeYd U Ha odyepTaHue ux Quryp.
[Tapoxop cTan OBUTaThCS OCTOPOXKHee, U3 00sI3HM HAaTKHYTHCSA Ha MeJib... MaTpOCH
Ha HOCY U3MePSI/IU I'JIyOMHY PeKH’, 1 B HOYHOM BO3[yXe OTUETJIMBO 3BydaJiu UX
npoTtsaxHble Bocknunanus: llle-ects!.. llecTs ¢ monoBuHHOMU! Bo-oceMms!.. I1o-0x
Taba-ak!.. Ce-Mb! B 3TUX BEICOKMX CTOHYIINX 3ByKaX CIIBIIIATIOCH TO XK€ YHBIHUE,
KakuM OBLIY IIOJIHEI TEMHEIE, TIedasibHble Oepera 1 XxonogHoe Heb6o. Ho mop nnaiiom
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OBLJIO OYEeHDb TEMJIO, U, KPEIKOo IIPUKUMasiCh K JIIoOMMOMY deloBeKy, Bepa JIbBOBHa
elrfe riy0xKe OIIyIllajia CBOEe CHaCThe.

Ha nipaBoM Gepery mokasajlnuch CMyTHBIE OUYepPTaHUsI BEICOKOM TOPHI C JIETKOM,
pe3HoM, mepeBsIHHOM OecenKoM Ha camMou BepiuHe. becenka Oblsla SpKO OCBEIEeHa,
U BHYTPU €e IBUTAJIUCH TIOOU. BumHO OBIIO, KaK, YCIIBIIIAaB IIyM
MpubInKalerocs mapoxoaa, OHM IMOAXOOUIIN K ITepujiaM 1, 06JIOKOTUBIIUCH Ha
HUX, TJIAgesIN BHU3.

Ax, Bonops, mocMoTpH, Kakas nmpejiecTb! BocKIuKHYJa Bepa JIbBoBHa. CoBceM
Kpy2KeBHas Oecenka... Bor 661 HaM ¢ TOOOM 3[eCh MTOXKUTE...

4 3mecsk nposer 1esnoe j1eTo, cka3an [Tokpomiies.

IIa? Heyxenu? 9To, HaBepPHO, Ybe-HUOYyOb UMEeHUE?

Kusseit [[lupkoBeix. O4eHb OOraThie JIIOMN. ..

OHa He BUJeJla ero JIulia, HO YyBCTBOBAaJja, YTO, IPOU3HOCS 3TU CJIOBA, OH CJIETKa
pasriiaxuBaeT KOHIIaMU I1aJiblieB CBOM yCHI ¥ YTO B €r0 T'0JIOCe 3BYYHUT yJIbIOKa
BOCIIOMUHAHUSA.

Korpma ke ToI Ob11T TaM? Tl MHE HUYETO O HUX He PacCKa3hbiBall... YTO OHU 3a JIIOOU?
JIiogu?.. Kak Tebe cka3aTth?.. Hu gypHBIE, HU XOpoliue... Becesbie JII0Ou. ..

OH 3aMoi4as, npoaosxkas yIsi6aThCsi CBOUM BOCIIOMUHaHuSIM. Torga Bepa
JIbBOBHa cKa3aa:

ThI cMeetbCs... Thl, BEpHO, BCIIOMHUJI YTO-HUOYOb UHTEPECHOE?

O Hert... Huyero... POBHO HUYEro MHTEPECHOTO0, Bo3pa3uil [IoKpoMIIEB U Kpemnmye
00HSJI TaJINIO XKeHHBI. Tak... MaJleHbKHUe TJIYIIOCTHU... HE CTOUT U BCIIOMUHATh.

Bepa JIbBOoBHa He XoTesna O0JbIlle paccIIpanuBaTh, HO [IOKpOMIIEB HaYal TOBOPUTH
caM. EMy mpusiTHO OBIJIO, YTO €T0 XKeHa y3HaeT, B KaKOU IIMUPOKOM OGapCcKoi
00CTaHOBKE €My ITPUXOAUIIOCEH KUTh. DTO IIIeKOTasl0 MEJIOYHBIM, HO IIPUSATHBIM
o6pa3oM ero camosiobue. IIIUPKOBHI KUJIK JIETOM B CBOEM UMEHUHU, TOUb-B-TOUb KakK
aHrnurickue nopabl. [IpaBma, cam ITokpoMIieB OBIJI TaM TOJIBKO PETIETUTOPOM, HO OH
cyMen ce0si MOCTAaBUTh TaK, YTO C HUM 00Opalaignuch Kak CO CBOUM, gaxe OoJbIle
TOTO, KakK C 6JIM3KMM 4YeJIOBeKOM. Belb HaCTOSIINX CBETCKUX JIIO[lel BCEr0 CKopee U
y3Haelllb UMEHHO 10 UX 04YapoBaTeJIbHOU IPOCTOTE. JIeTO IPOMEIbKHYIIO
YOUBUTEJILHO OBICTPO U BECEeJIO: JIJayH-TeHHUC, TUKHUKY, Iapafbl, CIIeKTaKJIH,
Iporynku BepxoM... K 06eny Bce cobupanluch o 3ByKy roHra, HEelIpeMeHHO BO
¢dbpakax u OenbIX rajiCTyKaxX, OOHUM CJIOBOM, CaMO€e YTOHUEHHO€e COeqUuHEeHNe
CTPOTrOro 3TUKeTa C IIPOCTOTOU U IIPEKPACHBIX MaHep C HEIPUHYXKIEHHBIM
BecesibeM. KOHeYHO, B TAaKOU XKU3HU €CTh U CBOU HEJOCTATKU, HO IIOXKUTH €10 XOTh
OIHO JIETO U TO YPe3BBIYaWHO IPUSTHO.

Bepa JIbBOBHa ciylllajiia ero, He IIpepsiBasi HU OOHUM CJIOBOM U B TO K€ BpeMs
HCOBITHIBAsE HEXOPOIllee, IT0X0XkKee Ha PEBHOCTDL YyBCTBO. Eil Ob110 OOJILHO OyMaTh,
YTO Y HErO B IaMSATU OCTaJICS XOTh OOUH CYACT/JIUBEIM MOMEHT U3 €ro0 IIpexXHen
KU3HU, He YHUYTOXKEHHBIN, He CTJIaXXKeHHBIM UX TellePelUIHUM OOLIMM CHaCThEM.
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becepnka BOpyr TO4HO crpsATajiachk 3a IOBOPOTOM. Bepa JIbBOBHa Mosidasa, a
[ToxkpoM1ieB, YBII€YEHHBEIM CBOUMU BOCIIOMUHAHUSAMM, IIPOLOJIZKAIT:

Hy, koHeuHo, urpanu B 11000Bb, 6€3 3TOT0 Ha Jade Hesb3s1. Bce urpanu, HaunHas
CO CTaApOTo KHS3s M KOHYasi 6€3yChIMHU JIULIeuCTaMi, MOUMHU ydeHuKamu. 1 Bce
OPYT OPYry HOKPOBUTEJILCTBOBAJIA, CMOTPEIU CKBO3b IaJIbIIEL.

A THI? THI TOXKeE... yXaXKuBaJj 3a KeM-HuOyabL? cripocusia Bepa JIbBoBHa
HeeCTEeCTBEHHO CIIOKOUHBIM TOHOM.

OH npoBes PYKOU IO ycaM. DTOT CaMOAOBOJIbHBEIU, TAK XOPOIIIO 3HAKOMEIM Bepe
JIbBOBHE XKeCT BOPYT IIOKA3aJICs €U IOIIBIM.

H-ga... u g ToXKe. Y MeHs BBHIIIEI MaJIeHbKUU POMaH C KHAXKHOU KaT. O4yeHb
CMEIITHOM POMaH M, IT0XKaJlyH, eCJIM XOYelllb, TaXKe HEMHOT0 0e3HPAaBCTBEHHBIM.
[ToruMaels: neBulle ellle U MIeCTHAOIIATHU JIeT He UCIIOJIHUIIOCH, HO Pa3BsI3HOCTD,
CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh U IIpoYee IIPOCTO yauBuTeIbHEIe. OHa MHE IIPSAMO U3JI0KUIIa
CBOU B3rJish. MHe, TOBOPUT, 34eCh CKY4YHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO sI HA OOHOI'O OHS HE MOT'Y
MIPOXKUTH 6€3 CO3HaHHUS, YTO B MEHS BCe KPYroM BIIioOIeHbl. Bel OQUH 3[I€eCh TOJIBKO
MHe ¥ HpaBUTeCh. Bbl HeypHHEI c000ii, C BAMH MOKHO pa3roBapuBaTh, HY U Tak
marnee. Bel, KOHEYHO, IIOHUMAaETe, YTO KEHOU Balllel 51 OBITh He MOTY, HO II0YeMY
e HaM He IIPOBECTHU 3TO JIETO BeCeJlo U IIPUATHO?

Hy u gto xke? Bruio Beceno? cupocuia Bepa JIbBOBHa, cTapasiCb TOBOPUTh
HeOpexXKHO, ¥ caMa HCIIyTrajach CBOEro BHE3allHO OXPHUIIIIETro Iojioca.

9T1oT rosoc 3actaBui [TokpoMIileBa HaCTOPOKUTHCSA. Kak OBl U3BUHSSCH 3@ TO, UTO
MIPUYMHUI el 00JIb, OH IIPUTSHYJI K cebOe ToI0BY KeHBI U ITPUKOCHYJICSA rybaMu K ee
BUCKY. Ho Kakoe-TO 11ofJioe, HeyaepKUuMoe BjleueHre, KOIIOIIUBIIeeCsa B €ro AyIle,
KaKoOe-TO CMyTHO€ M rajjkoe 4yBCTBO, II0X0XKee Ha XBaCTJIMBOE MOJIOe4YeCTBO,
TSAHYJIO er0 pacCcKa3blBaTh JaJiblle.

BoT MBI 1 urpanu B M11000Bb C 3TUM IOIJIETKOM U B KOHIIE JieTa paccTtanuchk. OHa
COBCEM PaBHOAYIIHO Ojlaromapuia MeHs 3a TO, YTO S IIOMOT el He CKy4daTh, U
Jajejla, YTO He BCTPeTUIach CO MHOIO, yXKe BHIUIA 3aMyXK. BripoueM, OHa, IIO ee
CJIOBaM, He Tepsjia HaJeX bl BCTPETUTHCSA CO MHOIO BIIOCJIEICTBUMN.

U oH nipubGaBu c gelaHHLIM CMEXOM:

Boo0111e, 3Ta UCTOPUS COCTABJISIET OJIS1 MEHS OOHO U3 CaMbIX HEIIPUSATHBIX
BocnmoMuHaHuu. Benp nmpaBoa, Bepodka, ragko Bce 3T0?

Bepa JIbBOBHa He oTBeTUsia eMy. [IoKpoMIieB MOUYyBCTBOBAJI K HEU KaJIOCTh U CTall
packauvBaThCs B CBOEU OTKPOBEHHOCTHU. 2Kejlasa 3arjiafuTh HEIPUSITHOE
BIleyaTJIeHWe, OH ellle pa3 II0liesioBajl JKeHY B LIEKY...

Bepa JIbBOBHA He COIIPOTUBJIIANIACE, HO U He OTBeTUJIa Ha mouenyi... CTpaHHOe,
MYy4YHUTEIbHOE U CaMOM €M HesICHOe YyBCTBO OBJIaAesio ee AyIoi. TyT Obljla 0OT4aCTH
U PEBHOCTH K MPOIIeAlIeMy, CaMblil y2KaCHBIN BUI PEBHOCTH, HO Obljla TOJILKO
oT4yacTu. Bepa JIbBOBHaA [aBHO CIHIIANA U 3HalIa, YTO Y KaXKA0I0 MYKYUHEL
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OBIBAIOT OO JKEHUTHOBI MHTPUIKKU U CBSA3U, YTO TO, YTO [AJISA JKEHIIUHBI COCTaAB/IsSIET
OTrPOMHOE COOBITHE, OJI MYKUYHUHEL SIBISIETCS IIPOCTHIM CIIy4aeM, ¥ YTO C 9TUM
y2KaCHBIM ITIOPSIAKOM Belllell Halo IOHeBOoJiIe MUPUTHLCS. BBUIO TYyT U HerogoBaHue Ha
Ty YHU3UTEJIbHYIO U Pa3BPaTHYIO POJib, KOTOpPas BhIIajla B 9TOM poMaHe Ha JOJII0 ee
My2Ka, HO Bepa JIbBOBHa BCIIOMHUJIa, YTO U €€ IMIOLIEeJIYU C HUM, KOT[la OHHU elle
OBIITY JKEHUXOM W HEBECTOM, He BCerjla HOCUIU HEeBUHHBIN 1 YHUCTHIM XapaKTep.
CTpairHee BCero B 3TOM HOBOM YYBCTBe OBIJIO CO3HAHME TOr0, YTO Bragumup
WBaHOBUY BOPYT CHOeJajCs OJI1 CBOEU KEeHBI UyKUM, JaJleKUM 4eJIOBEKOM M 4YTO UX
MpexXHss 0JIN30CTh HUKOTAA YKe He MOXKEeT BO3BPATUTHCS.

3ayeM OH MHe paccKa3bIBaJl BCIO 3Ty rafjoCTh? My4YUTEIbHO AyMaJlia OHa, CTUCKUBAas
U Tep3as CBOU OXOoJiofeBiIre pykyu. OH mepeBepHYJI BCIO MOIO AYIILY U HAIIOJIHUJI ee
Ipsi3bI0, HO YTO XKe 51 MOT'Y eMy CKa3aTh Ha 9T0? Kak s y3Halo, 4YTO OH UCIIBITEIBAJI
BO BpeMs CBoero paccka3za? Coxanenue o npouuioM? Hexopoliee BolHeHUE?
I'apnmuBocThs? (HeT, y2K BO BCIKOM CiIydae He TaJJIuBOCTh: TOH Y HEro ObLI
CaMOOOBOJIbHEIM, XOTSI OH M CTapasiCs 9TO CKPHIThH)... HameXay onsiTh BCTPETUTHCSI
Korma-HuOymb ¢ aTou KaT? A moueMy ke u He Tak? Ecnu st cpoiry ero o6 3ToM, OH,
KOHEYHO, IIOCTIIEIINT MeHS YCIIOKOUTh, HO KaK IIPOHUKHYTh B caMylo I'/IyOb ero
OyIIN, B caMble OTHaJiIeHHble U3Tu0bl ero co3HaHug? [1o 4yeMy s MOT'y y3HaTh, UTO,
TOBOPSI CO MHOM UCKPEHHO U IIPaBOXBO, OH B TO K€ BpeMs He OOMaHBIBAeT U, MOXKET
OBITH, COBEPIIIEHHO HEBOJILHO cBoei coBecTu? O! Yero OH 5 HU Iaia 3a
BO3MOZKHOCTB XOTh OMH TOJIBKO MUT IIOKUTH €TI0 BHYTPEHHEU, YyKOU /I MEeHS
KU3HBIO, IOLCIIyIIaTh BCE OTTEHKU €r0 MBIC/IU, IOACMOTPETH, UTO AeJIaeTCsA B 9TOM
cepnie...

W 3TO cTpacTHOE Bie4YeHUEe CIIUTHCS MBICIIBIO, OTOKECTBUTHCS C APYTUM
4eJIOBEKOM, IIPUHSAJIO TaKue OrPOMHBIE pa3Mephl, 4To Bepa JIbBOBHa, He4YasgHHO
IoJisg caMo¥ ce0si, KpeIKo IIpuzKaiachk TOJI0OBOM K T'OJIOBe MyzKa, TOUHO KeJjlas
MIPOHUKHYTh, BOUTHU B €r0 CyIIeCcTBO. HO OH He MOHSJI 3TOr0 HEBOJIBHOTO ABUKEHUS
U IoAyMaJl, YTOo XKeHa IIPOCTO X0UeT K HeMY IIpHUJIacKaThCs, KakK 03s011as1 KolledykKa.
OH moIeKoTaJll ee ycaMH II0 IlleKe U CKa3aJl TOHOM, KaKUM I'OBOPST C 6aJI0BaHHBIMU
OEeTbMU:

Bepycs 6ati-6ait xoueT? BepyceHnbka 03s161a? [Toiimem B KaloTKy, BepyceHbka?

OHa MoJ14a IofgHsAIach, KyTasiCh B CBOU IIJIaTOK.

BepyceHbKka Ha Hac HU 3a 4TO He cepauTcsa? cupocuil [TokpoMIleB TeM XKe CIIagKUM
TOJIOCOM.

Bepa JIbBOBHa OoTpullaTeIbHO ITOKadajia rojosou. Ho mepen TpamnoMm, BeOyIIUM B
KalOoTHl, OHa OCTAHOBWJIAaCh U CKa3asa:

[Tocnymraii, Bomons, Tebe HU pa3y He IIPHUXOAUIIO B T'OJIOBY, YTO HUKOTTIA,
IMOHMMaeIllb, HUKOTIa IBO€e ITI0Oel He ITOUMYT BIOJIHEe Opyr apyra?.. Kakumu Ob
TECHBIMU Y3aMH{ OHU HU OBIJIM CBSI3aHHBI?..

OH uyBCcTBOBAaJ ce0s1 HEMHOTO BUHOBATHIM U IIOTOMY IIPOOOPMOTAJI CO CMEXOM:
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Hy BoT, BepyHuuK, Kakyio ¢unocoduio pa3pesa... Pa3Be Mbl ¢ TOOOM He TOHUMAaEM
ApyT mpyra?

B karoTe OH CKOpPO 3aCHYJI TUXUM CHOM 30OPOBOTO CHITOIO YesioBeKa. Ero awixaHus
He OBIJIO CJIBIIITHO, U JIUI0 IPUHSJIO JeTCKOe BhIpazkeHue.

Ho Bepa JIbBOBHaA He Moria cnaThk. EX cTajlo OyIIHO B TECHOU KaloTe, U
MMPUKOCHOBeHUEe OapxaTHOM OOMBKM AMBaHa pa3gpazkasio KOXYy ee pyK u meu. OHa
BCTasia, YTOOBI OISITh BLIUTH Ha Ianyoy.

ThI Kyma, MaMycs? cripocun ITokpoMiieB, pa30yKeHHBIN IIeJIeCTOM ee I000K.

Jlexu, mexu, 1 celyac npupy. 4 eile MUHYTKY IIOCUXKY Ha Itany0e, OTBETHUJIA OHA,
mesasi eMy PyKOIO 3HaK, YTOOBI OH He BCTaBall.

Eu XxoTesnocs ocTaThCsa OOHOU U AyMaTh. [IpucyTCTBUe MyzKa, JaxKe CIISALIETo,
CTeCHSJIO ee. Brliifgs Ha many0y, oHa HeBOJIbHO Cejla Ha TO K€ caMoe MeCTO, Ife
cupnena panbine. HebGo cTao elle Xol0ogHee, a Bofia IIOTEMHeJIa U IOTepsijia CBOIO
IIPO3PAaYHOCTh. TO U [AeJI0 JIerkKue Ty4YKHU, II0X0XKUe Ha MyILIUCThle KOMKHU BaTHI,
Haberasii Ha CBETJIbIM KPYT JIYHBI U BOAPYT OKpPAIIWBAIUCh IPUYYAJIUBEIM 30JI0THIM
cusinueM. [leuanbHble, HU3KHWE U TEMHBEIE Oepera Tak e MoT4yaauBo 6exkajii MUMO
rnapoxopa.

Bepe JIbBOBHE OBIJIO JKYTKO U TOCKIUBO. OHa BIIEPBLIE B CBOEM XKU3HU
HATOJIKHYJIaCh CerOOHS Ha yXKAaCHOe CO3HaHUe, IPUXOIsIlee PaHO UJIU IIO3IHO B
rOJIOBY KaXK[0ro YyTKOI'0, BOyMYUWBOI'O YeJIOBEeKa, Ha CO3HaHUe TOU HEeYMOJIMMOWY,
HEeIIPOHHUIIaeMOM IIperpaabl, KOTopas BeYHO CTOUT MeXIy ABYMs OJIM3KUMU
moabMu. UTO Ke 1 0 HeM 3Halo? MIeIoTOM cIipaluBaia cedss Bepa JIbBOBHa,
CcXKUMasl pyKaMu ropsiuuii 100. YTo s 3Ha10 0 MoeM MyxkKe, 00 9TOM YeJIOBEKE, C
KOTOPHIM 51 BMECTE U €M, U [IbI0, ¥ CILJII0O U C KOTOPHIM BCHO XKU3Hb JOJI2KHA ITPOUTH
BMecTe? [10/103KUM, 1 3HAIO, UYTO OH KPaCHUB, YTO OH JIIOOUT CBOIO (DU3UYECKYIO CUITY
U XOJIUT CBOU MYCKYVJIEL, YTO OH My3BLIKaJjleH, YTO OH YUTaeT CTUXU Hapacles, 3HA
maxke O0JIbIlle, 3HAIO €0 JIJACKOBBIE CJIOBA, 3HAl0, KaK OH ILeyeTcs, 3Halo MSITh MU
IIeCTh ero mpuBHYeK... Hy, a 6omnbine? Yto xKe st 605bIIe-To 3Hato 0 HeM? MI3BeCTHO
JI1 MHe, KaKOU CJjie[ OCTaBUJIU B €T0 Cepflie U yMe ero npexHue yBiedeHusa? Mory
JIV 51 OTrafaTh Y Hero Te MOMEHTHI, KOTla 4eJIOBEK BO BpeMs CMeXa BHYTPEHHO
CTpafaeT WM KOTr[da HapyKHOU, JTULIEeMEPHOU I1edaiblo IIPUKPEIBAET 37I0PafgCTBO?
Kaxk pa3o0paThCsi BO BCEX 3TUX TOHKUX U3BOPOTAX YyKOU MBICIIU, B 9TOM
Yy[OBUIIHOM BUXPE YyBCTB U JKeJlaHUM, KOTOPHIM OCTOSTHHO, OBLICTPO ¥ HEYJIIOBUMO
HeCeTCs B [yllle IIOCTOPOHHET 0 YeJIoBeKa?

BHe3anHO OHa MOYYBCTBOBaJia TaKyio I'Ty0OOKYyI0 BHYyTPEHHIOI0 TOCKY, TaKOe
eMsilnee CO3HaHUEe CBOEr0 BeYHOI'0 OOUHOYECTBa, YTO €l 3aX0TEJIOCh IIJIaKaTh.
OHa BCIIOMHUJIa CBOIO MaTh, OpaTheB, MEHBIITYIO CECTPY. Pa3Be 1 OHU He Tak XKe
YyKIObI €M, KaK Yy 3TOT KPAaCUBLIN OPIOHET C HEXKHOM YJIBIOKOM M JTaCKOBBIMU
rjla3aMu, KOTOPHIM Ha3bIlBaeTCs ee MyxkeM? Pa3dBe CMoKeT OHa KOorfga-HuOyOb Tak
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B3TJITHYTh Ha MUDP, KaK OHU T'JIAOAT, YBUAETH TO, YTO OHU BUOST, IIOYYBCTBOBATH,
4YTO OHU YyBCTBYIOT?..

OKo10 4yeTsIpex YacoB yTpa [ToKpoMIieB TPOCHYJICA U OBIJI OUeHb YOUBJIEH, HEe BUOSA
Ha ITPOTHBOIIOJIOKHOM [AHBaHe CBoel xKeHbl. OH OBICTPO OIeJICS U, IT03eBLIBas U
B3IparuBasi OT yTPEHHEro X0JI0[Ka, BHIIIE]I Ha Ianyoy.

ComnHIIe ellle He BCXOOUJIO, HO TTOIOBMHA Heba yxke Oblyia 3aiuTa 0JIeqHBIM PO30BBIM
cBeToM. [Ipo3payHas U CIOKOKWHAs peKa jiexkajla, TOUHO I'poMagHoe 3ePKajio B
3€eJIeHOU BJIa’KHOU paMe OXKUBIINUX, OPOLIEHHBIX JIYTOB. JIeTKue PO30Bble MOPIIUHEL
cierka 60po3ouIu ee TIafgKyio IOBEPXHOCTD, a IIeHa II0[] TapOXOOHBIMHU KOJiecaMu
KazallaCh MOJIOYHO-PO30BOM. Ha mmpaBom 6epery mMonomoit 6epe30BhIl 1eC C ero
YacCThIM CTPOEM TOHKUX, IPSIMBIX, O€JIBIX CTBOJIOB OBLI OKyTaH, TOYHO TOHKOM
KHuceel, JerkKuM IMOKPOBOM TyMmMaHa. Cu3as, Taxkesnas Tyda, HU3KO IIOBHUCIIAs Ha
BOCTOKEe, OOHA TOJIbKO 60posiach C CUSIOIINM TOP2KECTBOM HapPsSAOHOTO JIETHETO
yTpa. Ho u Ha Hell ykKe OPHI3HYJIM, TOYHO KPOBaBhle ITIOTOKHU, TEMHO-KpPaCHHBIE
HITPUXMU.

Bepa JIbBOBHa cupeia Ha TOM Ke MecCTe, 00JIOKOTSICh pyKaMH Ha PeIIeTKy U
MOJIOKMB Ha HUX OTSIKeJIeBIIYI0 ronoBy. [IoKkpoMIleB IoAoliesn K Heil U, OOHSB ee,
HaIIBIIEeHHO IIPOoAeKIaMipPOoBasl ToJI0CoM, pa30yXIIIUM OT 3TOPOBOT0 CHa:

Brimminna u3 Mpaka Miiagasi, C epcTaMu NypPILypPHBIMEU J0C...

Ho xorpa oH yBUEN ee cepbe3HOe, 3aljlaKaHHOe JIUIL0, OH TOYHO IIOIIEPXHYJICS
IIOCJIEOHUM CJIOBOM.

Bepycenbka, uTo ¢ To601? YTO TaKoe, MOSI moporasi?

Ho ona ye npuroroBuiach K 3Tomy Borpocy. OHa Tak MHOTO IepefgyMaria 3a 3Ty
HOYb, YTO IIPUIIJIa K €AUHCTBEHHOMY Pa3yMHOMY U XOJIOOHOMY PEIIeHUI0: HaJo
KUTh, KaK BCe, HaZl0 MOOYUHATHCSA 00CTOATENbCTBAM, Haflo JaxXKe JIraTh, eClI’
HeJIb35 TOBOPUTH IIPaBay.

U oHa oTBeTHU/Ia, BUHOBATO U PACTEPSIHHO YJIbIOASCH:

Huuero, mo#t munsiii. [Ipocto y MeHsi 6€CCOHHUIIA...
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