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CpemnaBIIIU 3TO, OH JIET B IIOCTEJIb IIOKOMHEE, CTajl AyMaTh 0 O€HOCTH U XKaJIKOU
cynb0e XymoXKHUKa, 0 TEPHUCTOM IIyTH, IPELACTOSIIEM eMy Ha 3TOM CBETE; a MeXAy
TeM IJla3a ero HeBOJIbHO IJIAesIN CKBO3b IIeJIKY IINPM Ha 3aKyTaHHBIU IPOCTHIHEIO
noptpet. CUsgsHbe Mecslla yCUJINBaJio 0eU3HY NIPOCTHIHYU, ¥ €My Ka3aJloCh, YTO
CTpalllHBIE T'Jla3a CTaId JaXke IPOCBeYuBaTh CKBO3b XOJICTUHY. CO CTpaxoM BIIEPUIT
OH IIpUCTaJIbHEE TJjla3a, Kak Ol JKeJjlasi yBEPUTHCS, UTO 3TO B3Hop. Ho HaKoHel] yKe
B CaMOM [eJie... OH BUOUT, BUOUT SICHO: IPOCTHIHU YK€ HET... IOPTPET OTKPHIT BECh
U TJISIOUT MHUMO BCETO0, YTO HU €CTh BOKPYT, IIPSIMO B HETO, TISIOUT IIPOCTO K HEMY
BOBHYTPb... Y HET0 3aX0JIOHYJIO cepAle. M BUOUT: CTapUK MOIIEBEINJICS U BOAPYT
yrepcs B paMKy o0euMu pykKaMu. HakoHel] MpUIIOOHAJICS Ha PyKaxX U, BEICYHYB 00e
HOTHY, BBITIPHITHYJI U3 paM... CKBO3b LIENIKY IIUPM BUOHBI OLIIU y2Ke OOHU TOJIBKO
nmycTele paMbl. [To KOMHaTe pa3pmasncs CTYK LIaroB, KOTOPBHIM HaKOHEI] CTAHOBUJICS
O6nuxke u O6nuxke K mupmam. Cepflle cTalo CUIbHEee KOJIOTUTHCS Y OeIHOTO
xymoxkHuKa. C 3aHSABIINMCS OT CTpaxa ObIXaHbeM OH OXKUAall, YTO BOT-BOT I'JITHET K
HeMYy 3a HIUPMBI CTapuK. M BOT OH I'JISHYJ, TOYHO, 3@ IIUPMEI, C TeM K€ OPOH30BBIM
JINIIOM U IIOBOIS OOJILIIMMU I'Jla3aMu. YapTKOB CUIUJICSI BCKPUKHYTH — U
IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO y HETO HET I'0JI0oCa, CUJIMJICS IOIIEeBEeJIbHYThCS, CAelaTh
KaKoe-HHOy[Ob IBUXKEHbe — He OBUKYTCS 4yieHbl. C PaCKPHITHIM PTOM M 3aMepPIINM
OBIXaHbEM CMOTPEJI OH Ha 9TOT CTPAIIHBLINA (paHTOM BEICOKOT'O POCTa, B KAKOU-TO
IIMPOKOM a3uaTCKOM psice, M XKAaJjl, YTO CTaHeT OH AenaTh. CTapuK CeJjl IOYTH y
CaMbIX HOT €T0 M BCJie[ 3a TeM 4YTO-TO BBITAIIWI U3-II0J CKJIafOK CBOETO IIIUPOKOTO
IIaThs. OTO O6bUI MelloK. CTapuK pa3Bsi3all ero M, CXBaTUBIIM 3a OBa KOHIIA,
BCTPSAXHYJI: C TJIyXUM 3BYKOM yIlaJid Ha II0JI TSAXKeJIble CBEPTKHU B BU€E OJIUHHBIX
CTONOUKOB; KaXXIObIM OBIJT 3aBEPHYT B CUHIOI OyMary, ¥ Ha KaxXmoM OBIIIO
BeIcTaBjieHO: «1000 yepBOHHEIX>». BRICYHYB CBOUM OJIMHHBIE KOCTUCTBIE PYKU U3
IIMPOKUX PYKaBOB, CTapHK Hadas pa3BopadyuBaTh CBEPTKU. 30710TO OiecHyso. Kak
HU BEJIMKO OBIJIO TATOCTHOE YyBCTBO U 00eCIaMsTEeBIINN CTpaxX XyOOoXKHUKA, HO OH
BIIEPUJICS BECHh B 30JI0TO, TJISIASl HEIIOABUIKHO, KaK OHO Pa3BOpPa4YuBajioCh B
KOCTHUCTHIX pyKax, 0J1ecTesio, 3BeHeJI0 TOHKO U I'TyX0 U 3aBOpaduBajioCh BHOBb. TyT
3aMeTHJI OH OJWH CBEPTOK, OTKATUBIINMUCS [TOHalee OT APYTUX, Y CaMOU HOXKKHU eT0
KpOBaTH, B rojoBax y Hero. [1ouTu CyZOpOKHO CXBaTHUJI OH €ro U, IIOJIHBIUA cTpaxa,
CMOTpeJI, He 3aMeTHUT 1 cTapuk. Ho cTapuk ObIJI, Ka3ajlochk, 04eHb 3aHAT. OH
cobpaJi Bce CBEPTKHU CBOMU, VJIOKHUJI UX CHOBA B MEIILIOK U, He B3TJISHYBIIN Ha HETO,
yiien 3a mupMel. Cepatie 6110Ch CUIbHO ¥ YapTKoBa, KOTAa OH yCIbIIIai, Kak
pa3pmaBajicsd II0 KOMHAaTe IIeJiecT yaaasaBIInuxcs maros. OH cKuMall HoKpenye
CBEPTOK CBOU B PyKe, Ipo2Ka BCeM TeJIOM 3a Hero, ¥ BOPYT YCJIBIIIal, YTO Iaru
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BHOBb IIPUOINKAIOTCS K IIMPMaM, — BUAHO, CTaPUK BCIIOMHUJI, YTO HEIOCTaBaIo
OOHOTO CBePTKa. Ml BOT — OH T/ISIHYJI K HEMY BHOBB 3a IIUPMBI. [10JTHEBIN OTYasTHUS,
CTHUCHYJI OH BCEIO CUJIOIO B PyKe CBOElM CBEPTOK, YIIOTPEOUI BCe YCUJINEe CHOesaTh
OBUIKEeHbE, BCKPDUKHYJI — U IIPOCHYJICS.

XOoJIomHBIY ITOT 006JIUII €T0 BCETO; CepAlle ero 6GMIIOCh TaK CUJILHO, KaK TOJIBKO
MO2KHO OBIJIO OMTHCS; TPYyOb OblJIa TaK CTeCHEeHa, KakK Oy[ATO XOTeJIO yJIeTeTh U3 Hee
nocienHee ObixaHbe. «Heyxkenu 9To OBIJT COH?» — CKa3aJll OH, B3sBIIX ce0s1 00enuMu
pyKaMu 3a TOJIOBY, HO CTpAIllHas JKUBOCTh SIBJIEHbS He ObljIa IT0X0Ka Ha CoH. OH
BU[IEJ, Y2Ke ITPOOYyOUBIINCH, KaK CTApPUK yIIIeJI B paMKH, MEJIbKHYJIa gaxke I10Jia ero
IIMPOKOM OMEeXKIbl, U PyKa ero YyBCTBOBAJa SICHO, YTO AeprKajla 3a MUHYTY IIPe[
CUM KaKyIO-TO TsI2KeCTh. CBET Mecslla 03apsiji KOMHATY, 3aCTaBJIsAsI BEICTYIATh U3
TEMHEIX YTJIOB €€ T'Ile XOJICT, Toe TUIICOBYIO PYKY, Tle OCTaBJIEHHYIO Ha CTyJie
OPamupoOBKY, I'Ie ITaHTaJOHb U HeYHIIeHbIe canoru. TyT TOIBKO 3aMETHUJI OH, YTO
He JIEKUT B IIOCTeJIe, a CTOUT Ha HOorax IIPsIMo nepep noprperoM. Kak on gobparncs
ciofja — YK 9TOT0 HUKAaK He MOT OH IOHATH. Eme 6o1ee U3yMHJIO €T0, YTO IIOPTPET
OBLIT OTKPBIT BECh U IIPOCTHIHU Ha HEM [eUCTBUTENbHO He Ob110. C HEITOABUIKHBIM
CTpaxoM TJIsSIIeN OH Ha Hero W BUAeJI, KaK IIPSIMO BIIEPUIUCH B HET'O KUBHIE
YyeJI0BeYeCKHe Tas3a. XOJIOOHBIN IIOT BEICTYIIHII Ha JIMIE €r0; OH XOTeJI OTOUTH, HO
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HOTHM €ro KakK OyATo IIPpUPOCIH K 3emJie. I BUIUT OH: 3TO yKe He
COH: YepTHI CTapUKa ABUHYJINCH, U TYOBI €r0 CTaIu BRITATUBATHCS K HEMY, KaK
O0ynTo OBI XOTEJIN ero BeIcocaTh... C BOMJIEM OTHYaSHBSI OTCKOYUJI OH — U IIPOCHYJICS.

«Heyxemnu u 310 6B COH?» C GUIOIIUMCS Ha Pa3phIB CEPAIEeM OIIymnajl OH pyKaMu
BOKPYT cebs. [1a, OH JIEXKUT Ha IOCTeJIe B TAaKOM TOYHO IT0JI0KEeHbe, KaK 3aCHYII.
[Tpem HUM IIMPMBL; CBET MeCsIla HANOJIHSAI KOMHATy. CKBO3b IIe/Ib B IIIUPMaX —
BUIEH OBLI MOPTPET, 3aKPHITHIM KaK CIEeOyeT IMMPOCTHIHEI0, — TaK, KaK OH caM
3aKpHIT ero. MTtak, 3To OblNT ToKe coH! Ho cxkaTast pyKa 4yBCTBYeT JOHBIHE, KaK
OynTo ObI B HEel 4TO-TO OblI0. BueHue cepama OBIJIO CHUITBHO, IOYTH CTPAIIIHO;
TSATOCTh B IPyAu HeBeIHOCHMAasi. OH BIIEPHUII T'J1a3a B I1eJIb U ITPUCTAJIPHO TIIAOeN Ha
ITPOCTBIHIO. M BOT BUUT SICHO, YTO ITPOCTHIHS HAaYMHAET PACKPHIBATHCS, KaK OYITO
ObI oI Helo OapaxTaluch PYKH U CUJIMIIUCE ee cOpocuTh. «['ocnonu, boxke Mo, 4TO
9TO!» — BCKPUKHYJ OH, KPECTSICh OTYASTHHO, U IIPOCHYJICH.

U aT0 OB TakkKe CoH! OH BCKOYHUI C IOCTEJIH, IIOJIOYMHBIN, 00eClIaMsTeBIINN, U
yKe He MOT U3BSICHUTH, YTO 3TO C HUM [ejlaeTCs: JaBJIeHbe JIU KollIMapa UIu
OOMOBOT O, Ope[ U rOpSAYKU WU XKUBOe BupaeHbe. CTapasiCh YTUIIUTH
CKOJIbKO-HUOYOb AyIIeBHOE BOJTHEHbE U PACKOJIBIXHYBIIYIOCS KPOBb, KOTOPAs
O1ach HaNIPSI’KeHHBIM ITYJIbCOM IIO0 BCEM €ro JKHjIaM, OH IOHOIIeN K OKHY U OTKPBLI
bopTouKy. X0IOOHBIY ITaXHYBIINY BeTep OKUBUII ero. JIyHHOe CUsHUe JIiexkallo BCe
ellle Ha KpHIIax ¥ OeJIbIX CTeHaX MOMOB, XOTsI HeOOJIbIINe TY4YH CTaJIu dallle
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IepexoguTh 1o HeOy. Bce O6BII0 THXO0: U3peaKa [0JIeTayo IO ClIyXa OTHaJleHHOoe
npebe3xkaHbe OPOKEK M3BO3YMKA, KOTOPHIM rIe-Hu0yab B HEBUIHOM IIepeyyKe
cmaji, y0aloKuBaeMbIM CBOEIO JIEHHBOIO KJIsi4yelo, MOAXKHuaas 3ar0o34ajioro cefgoka.
Ilosniro rnsmen oH, BEICYHYBIIIU I'OJIOBY B GOPTOYKY. YKe Ha HeOe poXKIaIuch
MIpU3HaKM NpubIHKaloelcs 3apy; HaKOHeIl II0YYBCTBOBAJI OH ITPUOJIMKaIOUIyI0Cs
OPeMOTY, 3aXJIONHYI (OPTOUYKY, OTOILIEN IPOYb, JIET B IIOCTEJh U CKOPO 3aCHYJI Kak
yOUTHIN, CAaMBIM KPEIIKUM CHOM.
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