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Camoe xpaneHbe HUKUTEI, pa3gaBaBliieecs U3 NepeqHel, He IIPOTOHSJIO ero
60s13Hu. OH HaKOHeIl poOKO, He ITobIMas I'jia3, IIOJHSJICSI C CBOEr0 MeCTa,
OTIpaBUJICs K cebe 3a IUPMY U JieT B ImocTesib. CKBO3b MIEJIKU B IIMPMaXxX OH BULE]
OCBEIIEHHYIO MeCsIlleM CBOI0 KOMHATy U BULEJ IPSIMO BUCEBIIUU Ha CTEHE IIOPTPET.
'ma3sa emie cTpaliHee, ellle 3HaUUTE/IbHEE BIIEPUJINCh B HETO U, Ka3aJloCh, He
XOTeJIM HU Ha 4YTO APYToe TJsAeTh, KaK TOJIbKO Ha Hero. [ToJIHBIN TATOCTHOTO
YyBCTBA, OH PEIINJICS BCTATh C IIOCTEJIU, CXBAaTUJI IIPOCTHLIHIO U, IPUOIU3SACE K
IIOPTPETY, 3aKyTaJll ero BCero.

CpemnaBIIU 3TO, OH JIET B IIOCTEJIb IIOKOMHEE, CTajl AyMaTh 0 O€HOCTH U XKaJIKOU
cynb0e XymoXKHUKa, 0 TEPHUCTOM IIyTH, IPEACTOSIIEM eMy Ha 3TOM CBETE; a MeXAy
TeM IJla3a ero HeBOJIbHO IJIIesIN CKBO3b IIeJIKY IINPM Ha 3aKyTaHHBIU IIPOCTHIHEIO
noptpet. CUsgHbe Mecslla yCUJINBaJio 0eMU3Hy IPOCTHIHYU, ¥ €My Ka3aJloCh, YTO
CTpalllHBIEe T'Jla3a CTaJld JaXke IPOCBeYuBaTh CKBO3b XOJICTUHY. CO CTpaxoM BIIEPUIT
OH IIpUCTaJIbHEE TJjla3a, Kak Ol JKeJjlasi yBEPUTHCS, UTO 3TO B3Hop. Ho HaKoHel] yKe
B CaMOM [eJie... OH BUOUT, BUOUT SICHO: IPOCTBHIHU YK€ HET... IOPTPET OTKPHIT BECh
U TISIOUT MUMO BCETO, YTO HU €CTh BOKPYT, IIPSIMO B HETO, TISIOUT IIPOCTO K HEMY
BOBHYTPb... Y HEr0 3aX0JIOHYJIO cepAle. M BUOUT: CTapUK MOLIEBEINJICS U BOAPYT
yrepcs B paMKy o0enMu pykKaMu. HakoHel] MPpUIIOOHAJICS Ha PyKaxX U, BEICYHYB 00e
HOTHY, BBIMIPHITHYJI U3 paM... CKBO3b LIENIKY IIUPM BUOHBI OLIIU y2Ke OOHU TOJIBKO
nmycTele paMbl. [To KOMHaTe pa3pmasncs CTYK LIaroB, KOTOPBHIM HaKOHEI] CTAHOBUJICS
O6nuxke u O6nuxke K mupmam. Cepflle cTalo CUIbHEee KOJIOTUTHCS Y OeIHOTO0
xymoxkHUKa. C 3aHSABIINMCS OT CTpaxa ObIXaHbeM OH OXKUAall, YTO BOT-BOT I'JITHET K
HeMy 3a HIUPMBI CTapuK. M BOT OH T'JISHYJ, TOYHO, 3@ IIUPMEI, C TeM K€ OPOH30BBIM
JINTIOM U ITOBOAS OOJILIIMMU I'Jia3aMu. HapTKOB CHUIUJICS BCKPUKHYTDH U
IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO y HETO HET I'0JIoCa, CUJIMJICS IOIIEeBEeJIbHYThCS, CAeaTh
KaKoe-HHOy[Ob IBUXKEHbe He OBUXKYTCSA 4jieHbl. C paCKPHITHIM PTOM U 3aMePIIUM
ObIXaHbEM CMOTPEJI OH Ha 9TOT CTPAIIHbLIA (paHTOM BEICOKOT'O POCTa, B KAKOU-TO
IIMPOKOM a3uaTCKOM psice, M XKAaJjl, YTO CTaHeT OH AenaTh. CTapuK CeJl IOYTH y
CcaMbIX HOT €T0 M BCJie[ 3a TeM 4YTO-TO BBEITAIIWI U3-II0J CKJIafOK CBOETO IIIUPOKOTO
IIaThs. OTO O6bUI MelloK. CTapuK pa3Bsi3all ero M, CXBaTUBIIM 3a OBa KOHIIA,
BCTPSAXHYJI: C TJIyXUM 3BYKOM yIHaJid Ha IOJI TSAXKeJIble CBEPTKHU B BHU€E OJIUHHBIX
CTONOUKOB; KAaXXIObIM OBIJT 3aBEPHYT B CUHIOI OyMary, ¥ Ha KaxXmoM OBIIIO
BeicTaBjieHO: 1000 4yepBOHHBIX. BEICYHYB CBOUM OJIMHHBIE KOCTUCTBIE PYKU U3
IIMPOKUX PYKaBOB, CTapHK Hadaj pa3BopadyuBaTh CBEPTKHU. 30710TO OiecHyso. Kak
HU BEJIMKO OBIJIO TATOCTHOE YyBCTBO U 00eCIaMsTEeBIINN CTpaxX XyOOoXKHUKA, HO OH
BIIEPUJICSI BECHh B 30JI0TO, TJISIASl HEIIOABUIKHO, KaK OHO Pa3BOpPa4YyuBajioCh B
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KOCTHUCTBIX pyKax, 671ecTeno, 3BeHeI0 TOHKO U TJIyX0 ¥ 3aBOPAavYUBaIOCh BHOBb. TyT
3aMeTUJI OH OOUH CBEPTOK, OTKATUBIIUICS MTOAaiee OT APYTUX, Y CAaMO¥M HOXKKH ero
KpPOBATH, B TOJIOBAX y Hero. [TIo4YTH CyTOPOKHO CXBATUJI OH €T0 U, IIOJIHBIA CTpaxa,
CMOTpEJI, He 3aMeTHUT U cTapuk. Ho cTapuk ObII, Ka3ajloCch, O4eHb 3aHAT. OH
coOpasi Bce CBEPTKU CBOM, YIOXKUII UX CHOBA B MEIIIOK U, He B3TJITHYBIIN Ha HETO,
yires 3a mupMel. Cepatie 6UI0Ch CUIBHO y YapTKOBa, KOTa OH YCJIBIIIAl, KaK
pasmaBa’liCs IO KOMHATe IIeJIeCT YOaJIIBIIUXCS 1aroB. OH CKUMaJl OKpende
CBEPTOK CBOM B PyKe, IpOozKa BCEM TeJIOM 3a Hero, ¥ BOPYT YCIIbIIIAJ, YTO IIark
BHOBBb MPUOIUKAIOTCS K IIMPMaM, BUTHO, CTAPUK BCIIOMHUJI, YTO HEJOCTABAJIO
OOHOTO CBepTKa. Y BOT OH T'JITHYJT K HEMY BHOBB 3a ITUPMBI. [I0THBIM OTYaSTHUS,
CTHCHYJI OH BCEIO CHUJIOIO0 B PYKe CBOEM CBEPTOK, YIIOTPeOuI BCce yCUjne CaenaTh
OBUXKEHbE, BCKPUKHYJIT ¥ TIPOCHYJICS.

XoJIomHbBIN TTOT 00JIUJT €T0 BCETO; CepAlie ero 6MIOCh TaK CUIBHO, KaK TOJIBKO
MOXKHO OBIIO OMTHCS; TPYOb ObIJIa TaK CTeCHEeHa, KakK OyaATO XO0TeJo yIeTeTh U3 Hee
rmocjenHee ObixaHbe. Heykesnu 3To OBIJT COH? cKa3all OH, B3sIBIIU ceOst 00enMu
pyKaMu 3a TOJIOBY, HO CTpAIITHAsi JKUBOCTD SIBJIEHbST He ObljIa IT0X0Xa Ha cCoH. OH
BUIEJI, y2Ke TTPOoOyaIuBIINCH, KaK CTAPUK YIIIENI B PaMKH!, MeJIbKHYJIa JaXKke I0jia ero
IIUPOKOM OMeKIbl, M PyKa ero YyBCTBOBAJIa SICHO, YTO AepzKaJjia 3a MUHYTY Mpe
CHM KaKyIO-TO TsiKecTh. CBET Mecslia 03apsiyi KOMHATY, 3aCTaBJIsIsi BEICTYIIATh U3
TEMHBIX YTJIOB €€ T'Ie XOJICT, Tie TUIICOBYIO PYKY, Tle OCTaBJIIEHHYIO Ha CTyJIe
OpPAnUPOBKY, TOe MaHTAaJIOHBl M HEYUIIeHbIe CcAlloTU. TyT TOJIBKO 3aMETHJI OH, YTO
He JIeXXUT B IIOCTEJIe, a CTOUT Ha HOTax MPsIMO mepeq moptpetoM. Kak oH mobparcs
CIofa yK 9TOTO HUKAK He MOT OH HMOHSTh.
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