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2Kun-6n11 muckapb. M oTell u MaTh Y HETo ObLIM YMHBIE; IOMaJIeHbKY Ia
IMOJIETOHbKY apUOOBHI BEKH B PEeKe MPOXKUIIM U HU B yXy, HU K IIIYKe B XakJio He
nomnasnu. M ceiHy TO XKe 3akKa3alii. «CMOTPH, ChIHOK, — T'OBOPUJI CTaphIi MUCKaphb,
yMupasi, — KOJIM XOYelllb JKU3HbI0 XKYUPOBaTh, TaK I'JIAOu B oba!»

A y Mmonopmoro muckapsi yMa nasarta 6siia. Hayam oH 9TUM YMOM PacCKUOLIBATH U
BUOUT: KyHa HU oOepHeTCsS — Be3ne emMy MaT. Kpyrom, B Bozie, BCE OOMIbIIINE PHIOB
IJIaBaOT, @ OH BCEX MEHbIIE; BCSIKas peiba ero 3arjiioTaTh MOXKET, @ OH HUKOTO
3arjoTaTh He MoXKeT. [la ¥ He TTOHMMAaeT: 3a4eM I'I0TaTh? Pak MOXKEeT ero KJlelrHen
MOTI0JIaM Iepepe3aTh, BoAasiHasi 6710Xa — B XpeOeT BIUTHCSA U OO0 CMEPTU 3aMy4UTh.
Ilaxxe cBOM 6paT MUCKapb — M TOT, KaK YBUOUT, YTO OH KOMapa M3JI0BUJI, 1[€JTBIM
CTafoM TaK U OpoCSTCs OTHUMATh. OTHUMYT U HAaYHYT OPYT C APYKKOM APATHCH,
TOJIBKO KOMapa 3aJjapoM pacTPeTIioT.

A 4eO0BEK? — UTO 3TO 3a eXHAHOEe CO3MaHMe TaKoe! KaKWX KaBep3 OH HU BbBIAyMall,
4yTO0O ero, mucKaps, HallpaCHOI0 CMepThIo NOory6nsaTs! Y HeBofda, ¥ CETU, U BEPILU, U
HOpOTa, U, HaKOHell... yay! KaxkeTcsi, 94T0 MOKeT OBITh I'liymee yael? — HuTka, Ha
HUTKe KPIOYOK, Ha KPIOYKEe — 4YEepPBSAK UJIU MyXa HafeThl... [la U HaJeTH-TO KaK?.. B
caMOM, MOXHO CKa3aTh, HEeCTECTBEHHOM II0JIOXKeHuu! A MexXx[y TeM UMEHHO Ha
yaoy Bcero OOJbIlie IMCKaph U JIOBUTCS!

Orell-cTapuK He pa3 ero HacyeT yOH npepmocTeperain. «Ilyiie Bcero 6eperuch ynsni!
— TOBOPUJI OH, — IMOTOMY YTO XOTb U TJIYIIEUIIIUN 9TO CHAPS, da BeOb C HaMU,
MMUCKapsIMU, YTO TIIyIee, TO BepHee. bpocsT HaM MyXy, CIOBHO Hac ke
MMPUTONYOUTh XOTSAT; Thl B HEE BIENUIILCS — aH B MyXe-TO CMepPTh!»

Paccka3eiBasl TakXKe CTapUK, KaK OOHAXXObl OH 4yTh-4yTh B YXy He yronui. JIoBuiau
UX B Ty IIOPY LIeJIOI0 apTeJiblo, BO BCIO LIIMPUHY PEKU HEBOM PACTSAHYJIHU, Ia TakK
BEPCTEHI C [IBE 110 OHY BOJIOKOM U BOJIOKJIM. CTpacTh, CKOJILKO PHIOBI TOT/Ia ITOIIaJioCh!
W 1myKu, ¥ OKyHU, ¥ TOJIOBJIM, U IIJIOTBA, U TOJIbIE, — HaXKe Jielllei-1eke00K0B U3
TUHBI CO JHaA MOogHUMAasU! A IUCKapsAM Tak U CUeT IoTepsanu. M Kakux CTpaxoB OH,
CTapbl¥ NMUCKaph, HaTePIeJICsd, IOKyda ero 10 peKe BOJIOKJIU, — 3TO HU B CKa3Ke
cKa3aTh, HU IIepOM omucaTh. UyBCTBYeT, 4YTO €ro Be3yT, a KyJa — He 3HaeT. Bugur,
YTO Y HEro ¢ OgHOTro 60Ky — IIyKa, C IPYyroro — OKyHb; IyMaeT: BOT-BOT, ceruac,
WUJI¥ Ta, WIU OPYTOM ero ChbeddaT, a OHU — He TporarT... «B Ty mopy He Do efnwl,
OpaT, ObI7T0!» ¥ BCcex OMHO Ha yMe: CMepPTh IpHUIlia!l a Kak ¥ ImoueMy OHa IPHUIIia —
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HUKTO He NOHMMaeT. HakoHel cTaju KPHUJIbS Y HEBOJA CBOOUTH, BEIBOJIOKJIM €TI0 Ha
Oeper ¥ Hayasu peIOy U3 MOTHHU B TPaBY BaJiuTh. TyT-TO OH U y3HAaJI, YTO TaKoe yXxa.
TpemneleTcs Ha MeckKe 4TO-TO KpaCcHOe; cepble o06jlaka OT Hero BBepx 6eryT; a
KapKo TaKOBO, YTO OH cpa3y pa3omiiesi. 1 6e3 Toro 6e3 BOALI TOIITHO, a TYT eIlle
noppatoT... CHIBIIIUT — «KOCTEP», TOBOPAT. A Ha «KOCTpEe» Ha 3TOM YepHOEe 4YTO-TO
I0JI0KEHO, ¥ B HEM BOMa, TOYHO B 03epe, BO BpeMs Oypu, XOOYHOM XOOUT. DTO —
«KOTeJI», TOBOPSAT. A TI0J KOHEIl CTaJli TOBOPUTH: Ballkd B «kKOTeJI» POy — OyneT
«yxa»! Y Havanmu Tyma Halrero 6parta BanuTh. [[IBapkHeT priOakK PHIOMHY — Ta
CHauajla OKyHeTCs, IOTOM, KaK II0JIOYMHas, BEICKOYUT, IIOTOM OIATH OKYHETCSA — U
IIpucMHUpeeT. «YXU», 3HAa4YUT, OTBefasia. Banunu-Banunu cHadasna 6e3 pa3bopa, a
IIOTOM OOVH CTapUYOK IJISHYJI Ha Hero U roBoput: «Kakou OT Hero, OT MaJIblllia,
ITPOK [t yxu! ImyIay B peke mopacteT!» B3sm ero mom »ka0phl, fa U TYCTUI B
BOJILHYIO BOOy. A OH, He OyIb I'TyH, BO Bce jonaTku — moMoti! [Tpubexar, a
IIUCKapuxa ero U3 HOPHL HU XXKMBa HU MepPTBa BHITJIAOLIBAET...

U 410 Xe! CKOJIBKO HU TOJIKOBAJI CTApUK B Ty IIOPY, YTO TAaKOEe yXa U B 4eM OHa
3aKJII0o4YaeTCs, OOHAKO U IOJHECHh B peKe PEeKO KTO 3[paBbie MOHATUS 00 yxe
umeer!

Ho oH, mucKapb-ChIH, OTJIMYHO 3aIIOMHUJI IOYUYEHUs ITUCKapSA-0TIIa, Ja U Ha yc cebe
HaMoTaJl. BT OH MHUCKaph IIPOCBEIIEHHBIN, YMEePEeHHO-TubepasbHbIN, 1 0YEHb
TBEPO IMOHUMAJI, YTO KU3Hb IPOKUTh — HE TO, YTO MYTOBKY 00n1u3aTh. «Hamo Tak
MIPOXKUTH, YTOO HUKTO HE 3aMeTHUJI, — CKa3aJl oH cebe, — a He TO KakK pa3
IIpomnamelrkb!» — 1 cTajl ycTpauBaThCs. [IepBEIM IeIoM HOPY [Jist ceOst TaKyio
mpugyMai, 4Tob emy 3a0paThbCsi B Hee OBIIIO MOXKHO, @ HUKOMY OPYTOMy — He
Be3Th! [10516UJT OH HOCOM 3Ty HOPY LIEJIBIHM T'Ofl, ¥ CKOJIBKO CTPaxy B 9TO BpeMs
IIPUHSJI, HOYYS TO B MJIe, TO IO BOOSTHBEIM JIOIIYXOM, TO B 0ocoKe. HakoHell, ogHakKo,
BBIAOJIOUIT Ha cj1aBy. YMUCTO, aKKypaTHO — UMEHHO TOJIBKO OJTHOMY ITOMECTHUTBCS
BIIOPY. BTOpBIM mesioM, HacUeT KUThs CBOETO PEIUI TaK: HOYbI0, KOT/a JIIOH,
3BepH, IITUIIH U PHIOLI CIISAIT — OH OyoeT MOIIMOH IejlaTh, a MHEM — CTAHEeT B HOpe
cumeThb U ApoxKaThb. Ho Tak Kak MUTh-€CTh BCE-TaKU HY2KHO, a JKaJIOBaHbSI OH HE
MMoJTy4aeT U MPUCIIYTH He JIePKUT, TO OymeT OH BrIOeTraTh U3 HOPHI OKOJIO MOJIIEeH,
Korjfa Bcs peifa yK ChITa, U, 60T JaCT, MOXKET OBITh, KO3SIBKY-OPYTYIO ¥ IPOMBICITHUT.
A exxeny He IPOMBICITUT, TaK U T'OJIOOHBIM B HOPE 3ajIsiKeT, 1 OyOeT OIsATh
opoxaTh. 6o mydllie He eCTh, He IMUTh, HEXKEJIN C CHLITBIM KEeJTyIKOM XKU3HU
JIUIIUTHCS.

Taxk oH u mocTymnaa. Houbio MOLIMOH AeJiajl, B IyHHOM CBeTe KyIajcs, a JHeM
3abupa’sicsa B HOPY U ApozKaJji. TOTbKO B IMMOJAHYU BHIOEKUT KOM-4eTo IToXBaTaTh — Ia
YTO B IOJIAE€Hb IIPOMBICTHIIL! B 9TO BpeMsi 1 KOMap IO JIUCT OT Kaphl MIPSIYETCS, U
OyKkaIlrka Iom KOpy XopoHuTcsi. [lornotaeTt Boobl — U miabar!
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JIeXXUT OH IeHb-IeHbCKOM B HOPE, HOUel He IOCHIIIaeT, KyCcKa He moefaeT, U BCe-TO
onymaeT: «KaxkeTcs, 94TOo 51 KMB? aX, 4YTO-TO 3aBTpa OymeT?»

3agpeMiieT, TPEILIHBIM 1eJI0M, & BO CHE €My CHUTCS, YTO Y HEeTrO BHIUTPHIIIHBIN
OuJIeT ¥ OH Ha Hero IBeCTU ThICSAY BhIUTPasl. He moMHs cebs 0T BOCTOPra,
IepeBepHETCs Ha OPYyroi 00K — TJIsiOb, aH y HEero IeJIbIX ITOJIPhIjia U3 HOPHI
BBICYHYJIOCK... UTO, ecnu 6 B 3TO BpeMs HIypPeHOK no0nu30cTu Ovlnl! Beob OH OB €70
U3 HOPBI-TO BBITALIIUIT!
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