CaMoOOTBepPKEeHHBIH 3asII]

OpHaxkabl 3as1 Iepeq BOJIKOM IIPOBUHUJICA. bexai oH, BUOUTE JIU, HENoJaleKy OT
BOJIYBETO JIOTOBA, & BOJIK YBUMEJI €r0 U KPUUYUT: «3auHbKa! OCTaHOBUCH,
MUJIEHBKHM!» A 3asI] He TOJIbKO He OCTAaHOBUJICS, a ellle ITyIlle Xony npubasun. Bot
BOJIK B TPU IIPBIJKKA €r0 IIoMMaJl, Ja ¥ TOBOPUT: «3a TO, YTO ThI C IEPBOr'0 MOEro
CJI0Ba He OCTAHOBUIJICS, BOT TeOe Moe pellleHue: IPpUroBapuBaio s Te0s K JTUIIeHUI0
JKUBOTa IOCPENCTBOM pacTep3aHusa. A TakK KakK Telepb U A CBIT, U BOJIYKWXa MOs
ChITa, M 3allacCy y Hac ellle IHEU Ha IATh XBATUT, TO CUOU THL BOT IIOL 3TUM KYCTOM U
KOU odyepenu. A MOXKET OBITh... Xa-Xa... 1 Tebs U ToOMUIyo!»

CupuT 3as1l Ha 3aJHUX JlalKaX 104 KyCTOM U He IIeBebHeTCs. ToIpKo 00 OGHOM
nymaeT: «depes3 CTOJIBKO-TO CYTOK X 4aCOB CMepPTh NOJIXKHAa IPUUTH». [ JITHET OH B
CTOPOHY, TIle HaXOOUTCs BOJIYbe JIOTOBO, a OTTy[a Ha HEero CBeTsllleecCs BOJIYbe 0KO
CMOTPUT. A B OPYTrOU pa3 U elle TOTO XyXKe: BEIUAYT BOJIK C BOJTUUXOU W HAYHYT I10
IIOJISHKE MUMO Hero IIoryiuBaTh. [IoOCMOTPAT Ha HETO, U YTO-TO BOJIK BOJTYUXE
[I0-BOJTYbEMY CKazXKeT, ¥ 00a 3anbioTcsa: «Xa-xa!» M Bonmyarta TyT XKe 3a HUMU
YBAXKYTCS; UT'PAl04M, K HeMy ToAg0eryT, T1ackaloTcs, 3y0aMu cTydar... A y HETO, ¥
3ailia, cepalle TakK ¥ 3aKaTUTC!

Hukorpa oH Tak He JTIIOOMIT XKM3HU, KaK Telepb. bl OH 3as1] 00CTOSITeJILHBIH,
BBICMOTPEJ V BOOBHI, Y 3aYUXU, JOYKY U JKEHUTHCS X0TeJl. IMeHHO K Hel, K
HeBeCTe CBOeM, OH u 6exaJjl B TY MUHYTY, KaK BOJIK €ro 3a IIIMBOPOT yxXBaTui. 2Kaer,
yal, ero Ternepb HeBeCTa, fyMaeT: «M3MeHUI MHe KOCOM!» A MOKeT OBITh,
MMomoxKmana-rmoaoxkaasa, Ia U C OPYTUM... CJIIoOMIach... A MOXKeT OBITh U TakK:
urpasna 6emHsIKKa, B KyCTaX, a TyT ee BOJIK... ¥ cjioman!..

IlymaeT 3To OemHsTa U ClIe3aMU TakK U 3axjieObBaeTcs. BOT oHM, 3a4YbU-TO MEYTHI!
KEHUThCSI PACCYUTHIBAJI, CAaMOBap KYITHUJI, Me4YTall, KaK C MOJIOJOM 3aiyuxou Oymer
yali-caxap IIUTh, ¥ BMECTO BCEro — Kya yrogui! A CKOJIbKO, OUIIb, YaCOB [0
CMEPTHU-TO OCTAJIOCh?

W BOT cuOuT OH OgHaXKObl HOYbIO U ApeMyieT. CHUTCSA eMy, OyATO BOJIK €ro Iipu cebe
YUHOBHUKOM OCOOBIX ITOPYYEHUM CHeal, a caM, ITOKyda OH 110 PeBU3UIM Oeraet, K
€ro 3aiYyuxe B TOCTH XOOUT... BOPYT CHBIIINUT, CIOBHO €r0 KTO-TO 1107 00K TOJIKHYI.
OrnspbiBaeTcss — aH 9TO HEBECTUH Opar.

— HeBecTa-TO TBOSI IOMHPAET, — TOBOPUT. — IIpocibiiiana, Kakas Hag To6oi 6ema
CTpsICNIach, ¥ B OOHOYAChe 3a4axiia. Temepb TOMbKO 00 OOHOM U fiyMaeT: «HeyXKTo s
TaK ¥ IIOMPY, He IIPOCTHUBIIIKUCH C HEHATISIAHBIM MOUM! »
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Crnyiian 9Tu CJIoBa OCYXKIOEHHBIM, M CepAlle ero Ha 4aCTU pa3phlBajiocs. 3a 4To?
4yeM 3aCIyKHUJI OH CBOIO TOPBKYIO y4acTh? 2KUJI OH OTKPHLITO, PEBOJIIOIUY He Iyliall,
C Opy2KHeM B pyKax He BBEIXOOUJI, 6ekaJll 110 CBOe HagoOHOCTU — HEYXKTO XK 3a 3TO
cMepTh? CMepTh! mogymManTe, CJII0BO-TO Beb Kakoe! M He eMy OHHOMY CMepPTh, a U
el, CepeHbKOM 3aMHbKe, KOTOpas TeM TOJIbKO ¥ BUHOBaTa, YTO €r0, KOCOT0, BCEM
cepaiem nmomto6usal Tak Ob OH K HEM U moJieTesl, B35/ Obl ee, CEPEeHbKYI0 3aUHBKY,
IepeOgHUMMU J1allkaMHU 3a YIIKYU, U Bce ObI MUJIOBaJI [ia II0 T'OJIOBKE OBI I'JIafuII.

— BexuM! — rosopun Mexnay TeM IIOCJIaHEII.

YcabIxaBIIM 9TO CJIOBO, OCYKAEHHBIM Ha MUHYTY CJIOBHO Impeobpa3uiics. CoBceM yK
B KOMOK COOpAaJICs U YIIIH Ha CIIMHY 3aJI0KHUJI. BOT-BOT IIPSHET — U CJiel ITPOCTHIII.
He cnepmoBaio eMy B 3Ty MUHYTY Ha BOTYbe JIOTOBO CMOTPETH, @ OH IOCMOTpes. YU
3aKaTUIJIOCh 3asTYbe Cepalle.

— He Mory, — roBopuTt, — BOJIK He BeJel.

A BOIK MeXKOy TeéM BC€ BUOUT U CJIBIIIUT, U IIOTUXOHBKY IIO-BOJIYBHU C BOJTYUXOU
IIEePEIIEIITEIBAeTCsA: NOJIZKHO OBITB, 3auiia 3a 6J'Ial"Op0JICTBO XBaAJIAT.

— BbexuM! — OnsATH TOBOPHUT IIOCIAHEI.
— He Mmory! — nmoBTOpsSieT OCYKOEHHBIN.
— YTO BHI TaM LIen4YeTeCh, 3JIOyMHBIIIIIeTe? — KaK FapKHET BOPYT BOJIK.

O0a 3ariia tak u ooMepnu. [Tonancsa u nocnaden! ITooroBop YacoBHIX K ITobery —
4yTO, OUIIIb, 32 3TO I10 ITPABUIAM-TO MojlaraeTcs? Ax, ObITh CEpPOM 3auHbKe U 0e3
JKeHuxa, 1 06e3 OpaTiia — 000UX BOJIK C BOJTYMXOM CJIOIAIOT!

OnoMHUJIMCh KOChle — a Iepel HUMU U BOJIK, X BoyTunxa 3y0aMu CcTydarT, a rjla3a y
000MX B HOYHOM TEMHOTE, CIIOBHO (DOHAPH, TaK U CBETSITCH.

— Me&1, Bame 61aropofue, HUUEro... TaK, IPOMeXKAy ceOs... 3eMJITYOK ITPOBeAaTh
MeHs Ipulliesi! — jgenedyeT OCYyXOEeHHEIN, a CaM TaK ¥ MPeT OT CTPaxy.

— To-To «<HMYero»! 3Hato g Bac! masblla BaM TOXKe B POT He Kiianu! CKa3elBauTe, B
yeM feno?

— Tak u Tak, Ballle 6y1aropofue, — BCTYIIUJICS TYT HEeBECTHUH OpaT, — cecTpulia
MOsI, a er0o HeBeCTa, IOMHUpAaeT, TaK IIPOCUT, HeJIb35 JIU €ro IIPOCTUTHCS C HEIO
OTOYCTUTB?

— I'M... 9TO XOpOIIIO, YTO HEBECTa JKeHuxXa JIIOOUT, — TOBOPUT BOJTYMXa. — ITO
3HAYUT, YTO 3aKW¥aT Yy HUX MHOTO OyaeT, KopMy BojKaM nmpubaButcs. Y MbI €
BOJIKOM JIIOOMMCS, ¥ y Hac Boji4aT MHOTr0. CKOJIBKO IO BOJIE XOHSAT, a 4eTBEPO U
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Tellephb IIPU HaAc KUBYT. BOJK, a BOJK! OTIIYCTUTH, YTO JIU, XKEHUXa K HEBECTE
IPOCTUTHCH?

— Jla BeOp ero Ha Iiocje3aBTpa eCTb Ha3HA4Y€EHO...

— 41, Bamie Grmaropopnue, mpubery... s MUToM 060poOYy... Y MEHsS 3TO... BOT KakK Oor
CcBAT npubery! — 3acmerus OCyKIeHHbIW, ¥ YTOOBI BOJIK HE COMHEBAJICS, YTO OH
MOXKeT

MHUTOM OOOPOTHUTH, TAKHUM BOPYT MOJIOAIIOM ITPUKHUHYJICS, YTO CaM BOJIK Ha HEro
3anmo6oBasics ¥ mogyMain: «BoT Kabbl y MeHSI COIAaTHl Takue ObLIH!»

A BOJTYMXa IPUTOPIOHUJIACH U MOJIBUJIA:
— Bort, mopgu X THI! 3a41l, a KaK CBOIO 3al4uXy IH00uT!

IlenaTh He4Yero, COriIacusiCcs BOJIK OTIIYCTHUTH KOCOT'O B HO6I>IBKy, HO C TeéM, YTOOBI
KaK pa3 K CPOKY 060pOTI/IJ'I. A HeBeCTHHa 6paTa AaMaHATOM Y ce0Ost OCTaBMUII.

— Konu He BOPOTHUIILCS Yepe3 ABoe CYTOK K IIeCTH YacaM yTpa, — CKas3all OH, — S
ero BMecTo TeOsI CbeM; a KOJIM BOPOTUIIILCSI — 000UX CheM, @ MOXKET OBITh... Xa-Xa...
U IIOMUIYIo!

[Tyctuncsa Kkocou, Kak u3 IyKa cTpeya. bexuT, 3emMis OpoXKUT. ['opa Ha nyTHu
BCTPEHETCS — OH e€e «Ha ypy» BO3bMET; PeKa — OH U Opoay He HIIET, IPSIMO
BIJIaBb TakK M 4YemieT; O0JIOTO — OH C MATOM KOYKM Ha OECSATYIO IIepenphiruBaerT.
[IlyTka nu? B TPUAEBSATOE LJapCTBO MOCIETh HAfo, Aa B OAHIO CXOOUTh, Ja XKEHUTHCS
(«HeIIpeMeHHO XKEeHIOCh!» e3KeMUHYTHO TBEPAUJI OH cebe), ma o6paTHO, YTOOHI K
BOJIKY Ha 3aBTpakK I10NacTh...

I[axke nTUIEI OBICTPOTE €r0 YOUBIISIUCH, — roBopuiu: «BoT B ,MOCKOBCKHUX
BeOOMOCTSX " MUIIYT, OYATO y 3allleB He Oyllla, a Tap — a BOH OH Kak...
yleneTsBaeT! »

[Tpubexkar, HakoHell. CKOJIbKO TYT PafioCcTel OBIJI0O — 3TOTO HU B CKa3Ke He
CKa3aTh, HU mepoM omnucaTtb. CepeHbKasi 3auHbKa, KaK yBUAEa CBOETO
HEHATJISIAHOTO, TaK M PO XBOPb mo3abkiyia. BcTanma Ha 3agHUe NanKu, Hagesla Ha
cebs1 6apabaH, ¥ HY TallKaMU «KaBaJIePUMCKYIO PHICh» BEIOMBATHL — 3TO OHA
CIOPTIPU3 KEHUXY MPUTOTOBUIA! A BOOBa-3aliumxa Tak IIPOCTO 3aCOBAJIaCh COBCEM:
He 3HaeT, ITe YCaAuTh HapEeUYeHHOT 0 3SATIOIIKY, YeM HaKOPMUTh. [Ipubexkanu TyT
TETKHU CO BCEX CTOPOH, Ia KyMbI, la CECTPUIIBI — BCEM JIECTHO Ha JXXEeHHuXa
IMOCMOTPETD, @ MOXKET ObITh, ¥ JTAKOMOI'0 KyCOYKa B TOCTSIX OTBEATb.

OpuH XXeHUX CIOBHO He B cebe cumuT. He ycmes ¢ HeBeCTOM HaMHUJIOBAThCS, KaK YK
3aTBEPIUII:
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— MHe ObI B 6aHIO CXOOUTDH [Ia XKEHUTHCS MOcKopee!
— YTo OONBHO K CIlexXy 3aHago0uI0Ch? — NONUIy4YuBaeT Hall HUM 3aliyuXa-MaTh.
— OOpaTtHo 6exkaTh Hago. TOJILKO Ha OOHU CYTKU BOJIK M OTITyCTHUIL.

Pacckasa OH TyT, KaK 1 4TO. PacCcKa3bIBaeT, a caM I'OPLKUMHU Clie3aMu
pa3nuBaeTcsi. 1 BOPOTUTHCS-TO €My He XO4eTCs, U He BOPOTUThCS Henb3si. CII0BO,
BHIIIb, [aJI, a 3as1l CBOeMYy CJI0BY — rocrmoguH. Cyouiau TyT TeTKU U CeCTPUIEI — U
Te B OJIUH T'0JIOC CKa3aau: «IIpaBay ThI, KOCOM, MOJIBUJI: HE HABIIKA CJIOBA —
KPeIuch, a aBIIN — [eP>KUCh! HUKOTOa BO BCEM HallleM 3asiYbeM POy TOTO He
OBIBaJIO, YTOOBI 3aMIILI OOMaHBIBAIM ! »

CkOpO CKa3Ka CKa3bIBaeTCs, a OeJio IIPOMEeXKIy 3aUlleB ellle TOT0 CKOpee OejlaeTcs.
K yTpy KOCOr0o OKpyTHU/IH, a Iiepeq Be4epoM OH YK IIPOILajCsa-C MOJIOLOYU XKEHOU.

— BecnpemMeHHO MeHS BOJIK CheCT, — TOBOPUJI OH, — TaK Thl OyAb MHE BepHa. A
eJKeJiu POOsTCs y TeOs meTH, TO BOCIUTHIBAl UX CTPOro. JIydile xKe BCero oThau Th
UX B IIUPK: TaM UX He TOJIBKO B OapabaH OUTh, HO U B IIyIII€UYKy TOPOXOM CTPEISITh
Hayd4ar.

W BOpyT, CIIOBHO B 3a0BITHY (OIISITH, CTAI0 OBITH, IIPO BOJIKA BCIIOMHMII), TPUOaBUII:
— A MOXKeT OBITh, BOJIK MEHS... Xa-Xa... U IOMUJIIyeT!
TonbKO ero u BUOEJIN.

Mexny TeM, IIOKyaa KOCOM XKyUpoBaJl Ja cBaab0y CIIpaBJIsiji, Ha TOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE,
KOTOpOE Pa3ae’isijio TPUIOEBSITOE IapCTBO OT BOJIYLETO JIOTOBA, BeIuKue 6enbl
MIPUKJITIOYUIUCEH. B OIHOM MecTe [OKOU IIPOJIUINCH, TaK YTO PeKa, KOTOPYIO 3a
CYTKHU paHblIlie 3asl] LIyTs IePeIIblyl, B3AyJlach U Ha AeCSATh BePCT pa3nuiack. B
OPYTroM MecTe KOpoJib AHAPOH KopoJiiio HukuTte BoliHYy 00BSIBUII, U Ha CAaMOM
3asiybeM IIyTU CpazkeHbe KUIIeno. B TpeTheM MecTe xoJiepa MposiBUIach — HaIo
OBLIIO 11eJIyI0 KapaHTUHHYIO IIellb BEPCT Ha CTO OOOTHYTh... A KpOMe TOT0, BOJIKH,
JINCHUITBI, COBBI — Ha Ka’kK[OM IIary Tak U CTeperyT.

YMeH ObBLI KOCOU; 3apaHbIlle TaK pacCcuyuTal, YTOOB TPU Yaca y Hero B 3amace
0CTaBaJIOCh, OOHAKO, KaK MOIIUIX OOHU 3a OPYTUMHU IIPENSATCTBUSA, CEPAlle B HEM Tak
U I10X0JIoAesio. bexXuTt oH Beuep, 0€KUT OJTHOYY; HOTU Y HETO KAMHSIMU UCCEYEHHI,
Ha 00OKax OT KOJIIOYUX BETBEU IIePCTh KJIOYbIMU BUCUT, T'Jla3a IIOMYTHJIUCE, ¥ PTa
KpoBaBas IIeHa COUYUTCS, a eMy BOH ellle CKOJIBKO 0exkaTh ocTanoch! M Bce-To eMy
OpPyT aMaHaT, KaK XXKWBOU, MepelIuTcsa. CTOUT OH Telleph y BOJIKa Ha Jacax U
oyMaeT: «Hepes3 CTOIbKO-TO YaCOB MUJIBIA 3SITEK Ha BHIPYYKY NPUOEKUT!»
BcrmomMHUT OH 00 3TOM — U emle mub4Ye NpUunycTuT. Hu ropwl, HU [OJIBL, HU Jieca, HU
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6osoTa — Bce eMmy HunodeM! CKOJIbKO pa3 cepAlie B HEM pa30opBaThCS XOTEJI0, TaK
OH ¥ HaJl CepAlleM BJIaCThb B351JI, YTOOLI OEeCIIJIOOHEIE BOJTHEHHUS €r0 OT T'JIaBHOM LeIu
He OTBJIeKanu. He o rops Temneps, He A0 CJie3; IIyCcKak Bce YyBCTBa YMOJIKHYT,
uiIh OBl ApyTra U3 BOTYbel aCcTU BHIPBATh!

Bot yxk u meHb 3aHUMATHCS cTaj. COBEHI, CHIUM, JIETy4YNE MBIIIU Ha HOYJIET
MOTSIHYJIYU; B BO3AyXe XOJIOOKOM MaxHyso. Y BOpyr Bce KPyTOM 3aTUXJIO, CJIOBHO
rmoMepTBeio. A KOcoi Bce 0eXKUT U BCe OOHY OyMy ayMaet: «HeyKTo XK s gpyra He

BHIpy4y!»

3aaJes BOCTOK; CIIepBa Ha JajlbHeM IOPU30HTE CJIeTKa Ha o6Jjiaka OrHeM OpPBI3HYIIO,
IIOTOM TIyIIe U IyIe, ¥ BOPpyr — Itamsi! Poca Ha TpaBe 3aropenach; IIPOCHYIIUCH
IITUIIBEI JeHHBIE, TIOMO0JI3JTM MypPaBbH, Y€PBHU, KO35IBKH; IBIMKOM OTKY[IA-TO IIOTSIHYJIIO;
BO P2KM M B OBCaX CJIOBHO IIIEIIOT IIOIIEJI, CJIBIIIIHEEe, CHLIIIHEe... A KOCOM HHUYero He
BUMUT, HE CJIBIIINUT, TOJIBKO OOHO TBepAuT: «I1oryOum s1 gpyra cBoero, moryou!»

Ho BOT, HaKOHeII, ropa. 3a 3TO# ropoil — 60JI0TO U B HEM — BOJITYbE JIOTOBO...
Ono3zparn, kocou, ono3zant!

[TocnepHuMe cunbl HaIpsAraeT OH, YTOO BCKOYUTH Ha BEPUIMHY I'OPHL... BcKogyus! Ho
OH y2K He MOXKeT 0exkaTh, OH ITaflaeT OT U3HEMOIKEHHUS... HEYKTO K OH TakK U He
no0exuT?

Bonube s10T0BO Iepen HUM Kak Ha Omiofgeudke. ['Ie-To BOanu, Ha KOJIOKOJIbHE, ObeT
IIeCTh YaCOB, ¥ KaXKbIM yaap KOJIOKOJa CJIOBHO MOJIOTOM ObEeT B cepplle
U3My4YeHHOro 3Bepioru. C mocjaegHUM ygapoM BOJIK IOTHSJICS C JIOTOBQ, IIOTSAHYJICS
U XBOCTOM OT YIOBOJIbCTBUS 3aMaxajl. BOT OH mopoIlesn K amaHaTy, crpeb ero B
JIaIlbl ¥ 3aIlyCTUJI KOTTH B JKUBOT, YTOOBI pa3ogpaTh €ro Ha [ABe ITOJIOBUHBI: OHY
s cebs, opyryio mjas Bomumxu. M BomdaTta TyT; oOCeNu KPpyroM oTlia-MaTepH,
IIeIKalT 3y0aMu, y4aTCs.

— 3pech 51! 3mech! — KPUKHYJIT KOCOM, KaK CTO THICSAY 3alIieB BMecTe. M KybapeMm
CKATHUJICS C TOPHI B OOJIOTO.

W BoNK ero moxsajiuil.

— BuxXy, — CKa3saJjl OH, — 4YTO 3alllaM BEpPUTb MOKHO. Y1 BOT BaM MOSI Pe30JII0LH:
CUOUTE, OO IOPHI 0 BpeMeHH, o0a o 3TUM KYCTOM, a BIIOCJIIEICTBUU 5 Bac...
Xa-xa... IOMUJy!
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