Cepas meHvKa — 3nu300 3 u3 4

I'maBa 3

Peka, Ha KoTOpOU ocTanack Cepas llleiika, Beceslo KaTujiachk B ropax, IIOKPHITHIX
T'YCTBHIM JIECOM. MecCTO OBIJIO TIyX0€e, U HUKAKOT0 KUJIbid KpyroM. ITo yTpam Bofa y
OeperoB HayMuHasla 3aMep3aTh, a JHEM TOHKHUH, KaK CTEKJIO, Jief Tasiil.

«Heyxkenu BCcg peka 3aMep3HeT?» — gymasia Cepas lllerika Cc y2KacoMm.

Cky4HO el OBIJIO OOHOM, ¥ OHaA BCe OyMaJia PO CBOUX yJIETEBIINX OpaTheB U
cectep. ['me-to oHu ceityac? bBraronony4yso nu goneTtenu? BCIOMUHAKOT JIU IPO
Hee? BpeMmeHU OBIJIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOORI ITOAYyMaTh 000 BCeM. Y3Hajsia OHa U
oOuHO4YeCcTBO. Peka Oblia IycTa, U 2KMU3Hb COXPaHsJIach TOJIBKO B JIeCy, Toe
IMOCBUCTHIBANIM PSA0YMKY, IphIrany 0enku u 3auiibl. Pa3 co ckyku Cepas Illeiika
3abpasnachk B JIeC U CTPAIIHO Iepelyranach, Korga u3-mof Kycta KybapeM BhIJIETENT
3adir.

— AX, Kak TBl MeHs Hanyrasa, rjiynasi! — nporosopus 3asii, HeMHOI'O
YCIIOKOMBHIKNCH. — [lyIlla B IATKHU ylUIa... M 3a4eM THI TOM4YeIlbCcs 30eCh? Benb Bce
YTKM [aBHO yJIETEIIH...

— ¢ He Mmory neTaTh: JInca MHe KPHIJILIILIKO IepeKycusa, Koraga s eige Obljla COBCEM
MaJIeHbKOM...

— Vx ara mHe Jluca!.. HeT xyxke 3Beps. OHa U 0O MeHs JaBHO mobupaeTcs... Th
Oeperuch ee, 0COOEHHO KOTla, peKa IIoKpoeTcs nbaoM. Kak pa3 ciamnaer...

OHU IT0O3HAaKOMUIIMCH. 3asl] ObLI TaKoM ke 0e33amuTHBIM, Kak U Cepas Illetika, u
criacajl CBOIO XKM3Hb IIOCTOSTHHBIM OETCTBOM.

— Ecnu Ol MHe KPHIJIbS, KaK IITULlE, TaK g Obl, KaXKeTCs, HUKOTO Ha CBETe He
6oscs!.. Y TeOs BOT XOTh U KPHIJILEB HET, TaK 3aTO THI IIJIaBaTh YMEEIIb, a HE TO
BO3bMEIIb ¥ HEIPHENIb B BOAY, — I'OBOPUJI OH. — A s IIOCTOSTHHO OPOXKY CO CTpaxy...
Y MeHs — KpyroM Bparu. JIeToM ellle MOXKHO CIIPSATaTbCS Kyaa-HUOyOb, a 3UMOM
BCe BUHO.

Ckopo BhIIIaJI U IIEPBBIY CHET, a pPeKa BCe ellle He IToagaBaiach xouony. Bece, 4To
3aMep3alio 110 HouaM, Boma pa3buBaia. bops0Oa I1j1a He Ha XKMBOT, @ Ha CMEPTh.
Bcero onacHee ObLIU SICHBIE, 3BE€3HBIE HOUM, KOTHA BCEe 3aTUXaJlo ¥ Ha peKe He
ObI7T0 BOJTH. PeKa TOYHO 3ackinala, ¥ X0JI0[ CTapaJiCsi CKOBaTh €€ JIbIOM COHHYIO.
Tak u cimygusnocsk. Belnla Tuxas-Tuxas 3Be3gHasi HOUb. THX0 CTOSIJI TEMHBIM J1eC Ha
Oepery, TOYHO CTpaXKa M3 BEJIMKAaHOB. 'Opbl Ka3aJIuCh BHIIIIE, KaK 9TO OBIBAET
HOYbI0. BeICOKUY Mecs1 00IuBal BCe CBOUM TPEIETHHIM UCKPUBIIUMCS CBETOM.
BypnuBias gHeM ropHasi peKa IpucMHupera, U K Hell TUXO-TUXO0 IIOAKpPaJCs X0JIof,
KPEeNKO-KPenKo 0O0HSJI TOPAYyI0, HEIIOKOPHYIO KpacaBUIy U TOYHO IIPUKPHIII €€
3epKanbHBIM CTeKkJioM. Cepas Illeiika Oblyia B OTYasTHUU, IIOTOMY YTO He 3aMep3Jia
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TOJIBKO caMasi cepequHa peKu, rae obpasoBaiach MIMPOKas MOJNILIHbESI. CBOOOIHOTO
MecTa, Tie MOXKHO OBIJIO IIJTaBaTh, OCTABaJIOCh He OOJIbllle MATHAAATH CaXKeH.
Oropuenue Cepoti Illeliku OOIIIO [0 ITOCTEOHEeN CTeneHu, Koraa Ha 6epery
nmokasasachk Jlruca, — 9To ObljIa Ta caMast JIuca, KoTopas nmepejoMusia e Kphijio.
— A, cTapas 3HakKOMas, 30paBCTByU! — 71aCKOBO porosopua Jluca,
OCTaHaBIMBasCh Ha Oepery. — JlaBHEHLKO He BUIAJIUCh... [T030paBsisiio C 3UMOMH.
— Yxomu, moxanyncTa; s COBCEM He X04y ¢ TOOOM pa3roBapuBaTh, — OTBETHUJIA
Cepas Ileuika.

— 39T0 3a MOIO-TO 1acKy! Xopoiia xKe Thl, He4ero ckasaTthb!.. A BIIpo4eM, IPO MEHS
MHOTO JIMIITHETo roBopsAT. CaMu HaJennaloT YTOo-HUOyOb, a IIOTOM Ha MeHS U
cBandT... [loka — mo cBupgauba!

Korpa JIuca yopanach, MPUKOBBIISI 3asiIl U CKa3a:

— Bbeperucs, Cepas lllerika: OHa OOATH HPULET.

U Cepas Illeiika Toxxe Hadaa 00AThCs, KakK 0osscs 3asi. begHas maxe He MoOra
711000BaThCs TBOPUBIIMMUCS KPYroM Hee yymecaMu. HacTtymnuma yke HacTosIas
3uMa. 3eMiig Obljla MMOKpPhITa 6€10CHEeKHBIM KOBPpOM. He ocTaBasiock HU OOHOTO
TEMHOTI'O ISATHHIIIKA. [Jlaxe rojibie 6epesnl, 0JIbXU, UBHL M PSIOMHEI yOpaIuch UHEEM,
TOYHO CepPeOpPUCTHIM IIYXOM. A eIy CHelajiuCh elle BaxkHee. OHU CTOSIIU
3achIllaHHBIEe CHETOM, KakK OyATO Haleliy JOpOoryio Temnyio uryoy. [la, 4ymHo,
xopoIio 661710 KpyroM; a 6exmHast Cepas Illelika 3Hama TOIBKO OOHO, YTO 3Ta
KpacoTa He [Ji Hee, U TperneTaa IIPU OOHOU MEICIIU, YTO €€ IIOJIBIHbSA BOT-BOT
3aMep3HeT U el HeKyna OyneT aeThcs. JIruca meliCTBUTENbHO IPUIIlIa Yepes
HECKOJIbKO [IHel, cejla Ha Oepery u OomnsiTh 3arOBOpHIIA:

— Cockyuwunacsh g 1o Tebe, yTouka... BEIxonu ciofia; a He X04elllb, TaK s caMa K
Tebe mpuny. {1 He criecusa...

U Jluca npuHsAaack ODOJI3TU OCTOPOXKHO IO JIbAY K caMou mnoJibiHbe. Y Cepou lleriku
3amepino ceppaile. Ho Jlnca He Morna nogoOpaThCs K caMOil BoAe, IOTOMY YTO TaM
sieq OB ellle o4eHb TOHOK. OHa II0JI0XKUJIa TOJIOBY Ha IepefHue JIalKy,
00/TM3HYJIaCh M IIPOTrOBOPUIIA:

— Kakas ToI riiynasi, yTo4dka... Beisie3au Ha nen! A BopoudeM, 00 cBugaHbsa! A
TOPOILJIIOCH II0 CBOUM [eJjlaM...

JIvca Hayaya NIPUXOOUTH KaXKIbIU IeHb — IIPOBefaTh, He 3aCThljla JIU [IOJIBIHbS.
HacTtynusiiire MOpo3Hl fienanu cBoe Aesio. OT GOJILIION OJILIHBKM OCTaBaloCh BCETO
OOHO OKHO B CcaXkKeHb BeTM4YuHOU. Jlen O6blI Kpenkui, u JIuca caguiach Ha caMOM
kpar. begnas Cepas lllelika co cTpaxy HeIpsjia B BoAy, a JIuca cugena U 3710
rogcMenBasiach Hafl Heu:

— Hwuuero, HEIPSH, a s1 TeOs BCe paBHO CheM... BEIXoau mydiilie caMa.

3as1 Bugen c 6epera, 4To npopenbiBaia JInca, 1 BO3MyIlajacs BCeM CBOUM 3asi4YbUM
cepaueM:
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— Ax, kakas O6eccoBecTHas 9Ta Jluca!.. Kakas HecuacTHas 3ta Cepas Ileiika!
CrwecT ee Jluca...
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