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— ITama, pacckaxu MHe KaKyio-HuOyOb CKa3Ky... [la ciyimian xke, 4To s Tebe
TOBOPIO, ITAI0YKa-aa...

ITpu sToM cemuneTHut KoTuk (ero uMs 0b1710 KOHCTAaHTHH), CUOEBIINHN Ha KOJIEHSIX
y XOJIIIIeBHUKOBA, CTapasicsi 00enMu pyKaMu IIOBEPHYTH K cebe roJIoBy OTIIa.
ManbuuKa yOUBJISAJIO U OaXKe HEMHOro OeCIIOKOMIIO, 3a4Y€eM 3TO Iama BOT yKe
LeJIbIX ISATh MUHYT CMOTPUT Ha OTOHb JIaMIbl TaKUMU CTPAaHHBIMU I'Jla3aMH,
HEIOABUXKHBIMHY, KaK OyaTO OBl yILIOQIOIIUMUCS U BIIa2KHBIMU.

— Jla na-mia xke-e, — NpoTAaHya KoTuk nnakcuBo. — Hy 4ero Tel CO MHOU He
pa3roBapuBaelib?

WBan TumModeeBUY CrbIllIag HETEPIIEIUBLIE CJI0OBA CBOETO ChIHA, HO HUKaK He MOT
cOPOCUTH C cebsl TOTO CTPAHHOTO 0YapOBaHMsI, KOTOPOe OBIafeBaeT YeJIOBEKOM,
3aCMOTPEBUINMCS Ha OmecTsamui npegMmeTt. Kpome SpKoOTo cBeTa JiaMIIbl, K 9TOMY
OYapOoOBaHMWIO MPUMEIINBaIUCh U 00asiHUEe TUXOTO, TEIJIOT0, IETHET0 Bedyepa, U
VIOTHOCTh HeOOIbIINOM, HO MUJIEHBKOM JAaYHOM Teppachl, 3aTKAaHHOMW TUKUM
BHHOTPaAOM, HEIIOABUIKHAs 3eJIeHb KOTOPOI'o IIPU UCKYCCTBEHHOM OCBEII[€HUU
nmpuobperna ¢paHTAaCTUYECKUM, OJTeIHBIN U PE3KUN OTTEHOK.

Jlammna mop 3eJIeHBIM MaTOBEIM abaxKypom Gpocasia Ha CKaTeEPTh CTOJIa IPKUU
POBHBIN KPYT... UBaH TuModeeBUY BUOEI B 3TOM KpPyre aBe OIM3KO0 CKIIOHUBIIHECS
T'OJIOBBI: OJIHY — JKE€HCKYI0, 6€JIOKYPYIO, C HE3KHBIMHU M TOHKUMU YePTaMHU JINIIA,
OPYTYI0 — FOPAYIO U KPACUBYIO T'OJIOBY IOHOIIM, C KOTOPOM YEPHBIE BOITHUCTHIE
BOJIOCHI ITafajii HeOPEeKHO Ha IJIeYH, Ha CMYTJIbIA CMeJIbIN 7100 U Ha OoJbIIue
YyepHBIe T'JIa3a, TaKue ropsiyre, BEpa3uTeIbHBIe, TPaBOuBEIe T'Ta3a. Ha cBoux
IIeKax M Ha CBoel Iree XOIIeBHUKOB YYBCTBOBAJI IPUKOCHOBEHME HEXKHBIX PYK
KoTuka u ero temsoe gbeIxaHue, Jazke CJIBIIIA 3allaxX ero BOJIOoC, CJIeTKa
BRITOPEBIIINX 3a JIETO Ha COJIHIIE M HAIIOMHHABIIHUX 3alaX IePheB MaJIeHbKOM
NITUYKU. Bce 3TO BMeCcTe CIMBAJIOCh B TaKOE€ TapMOHUYHOE, TAKOE PAfJOCTHOE U
CBeTJIOe BIIeYaT/IeHHe, YTO rjIa3a XOJIeBHUKOBA HEeBOJIbHO HaYalld IUIaTh
OmaromapHbIE CJIE3HI.

[1Be TOJIOBEI, CKJIOHUBIINECS OKOJIO JIaMIThI U II0OYTH KacCaBIINeCs BOJIOCaMH,
IpUHaAjexXanu xkeHe XOJIeBHUKOBa U ['puroputo baxaHuny, ero ay4uiemMy gpyry
u ydeHUKy. Ban TuModeeBrUY C UCKpeHHEH, ropsdel 1 3a00TINBOM TI000BBIO
OTHOCHJICS K 3TOMY IIBIJIKOMY M 6€CIOPSIA0YHOMY MOJIOLOMY 4YeJIOBEKY, B KapTUHAaX
KOTOPOTO ONBITHHIM T'JIa3 YYUTEJS JaBHO yXKe IIPO3per yaap MIMPOKOU U Iep3Kou
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KHCTHU TPOMafHOrO0 TajlaHTa. B gyiie XosieBHUKOBa COBCEM He OBIJIO 3aBUCTH,
CTOJIb CBOMCTBEHHOU OyYPHOU M BY/IbrapHOM cpefe XyooxXKHUKOB. Haob6opoT, oH
ropaouicsa TeM, 4To Oyaylllasi 3HaMeHUTOCTh — baxaHuH — Opasi y Hero IepBbie
YPOKM M 4YTO ero KeHa, Jlugus, paHbllle BCceX IpU3Haia U OlleHUJIa ero ydeHUKa.

BaxaHuH, MO/T4a ¥ He OTPHIBasiCh, YEPTHUJI KapaHJaIllloM Ha JieKaBIlIeM Ilepeq HUM
ucTe OPUCTONIBCKOM OyMaru, U U3-Iof ero PyKM BEIXOOUIU KapUKaTyPHI,
BHHBETKHU, JKUBOTHBIE B UEJIOBEYECKUX KOCTIOMAaXx, U3SIIHO CIJIETEeHHbIe MHUILIAAIIHI,
Mapoguy Ha KapTUHBI, BEICTaBJI€eHHBIE B AKafleMUU XyOOKECTB, TOHKHUE XKEHCKUe
npodunu... T HeOpeKHbIe HaOPOCKH, Ha KOTOPHIX KaKIOBIM IITPUX IIOopaxail
CMEJIOCThIO ¥ TaJIlaHTOM, OBICTPO CMEHSJIUCh OOWH 3a APYTUM, BEI3bIBas Ha JIMIE
Jlupuu JIbBOBHBI, BHUMATEIbHO CIEOUBIIEN 3a KapaHOallloOM XyOOKHUKA, TO
yCUJI€eHHOEe BHUMAaHUeE, TO BECEIIYIO YIBIOKY.

— Hy BoT kKakoi# THI, namna. CaM o0elllaenisb, a caM Telepb MOJIYUIIb, — IPOTAHYII
obupgumBo Kotuk. [Ipu 3TOM OH Hamyn ryOKHU, OILyCTHUJI HU3KO I'OJIOBY U, Tepebs
CBOM TaJIbIIBl, 3aMOTaJl HOTaMu.

XoeBHUKOB 00EpHYJICS K HEMY U, YTOOHI 3aT1aluTh CBOIO BUHY, OOHSINI €ro.

— Hy, xopomo, xopoiro, Kotuk. f Tebe pacckaxy celidac cka3Ky. He cepouce...
Tonpko... YTo OBI TEOE pacckal3aTh?..

OH 3agymarcs.

— IIpo MenBensi, KOTOPOMY OTPyOUIU jlany? — ckKas3an KoTuk, o6yierdieHHO
B3ObIxasi. — TOJIBKO 51 9TO y2Ke 3Halo.

BHe3amHo B royoBe XOJIIIeBHUKOBA CBEPKHYJIa BOOXHOBEHHAs MBIC/Ib. Pa3Be KU3Hb
€ero He MOXKeT IIOCIIy2KUTh TEMOU AJIs XOpPOolllel, TporaTejibHOU CKa3Kku? Pa3se
OaBHO 9TO OBIO? — BCETrO ABeHAaAIaTh JIeT TOMy Ha3aJl, — Korfa OH, OeOHBIN,
HEU3BECTHBIN XyNOXKHUK, 3aTUPaeMbIil Ha4aJIbCTBOM, OCKOPOIIeMBbIN
caMmo000KaHMEeM, HEBEXKECTBOM U peKlaMUpoBaHUeM O0e30apHOoCTel, He pas3
ocnabeBasi, TEPSJI TOJIOBY B JK€CTOKOU O0ph0e C JKU3HBIO U ITPOKJIMHAJ TOT 4ac,
KOTa B3SJICI 3a KUCTh. B 9TO TaXKejoe BpeMs Ha ero nyTu BCTpeTunach Jiugus.
OHa ObInTa rOpa3no MOJIOXKE ero, OHa Obljla OCJIeNUTEesIbPHO KpacuBa, YMHa,
OKpy2KeHa NoKJoHHMKaMu. OH, OeHbIM, HeB3payHbId, O0JI€3HEHHBIN, UCITYTaHHbIN
KW3HBIO, U MeYTaTh HE CMeJI O JII00BU 3TOT0 BEICIIETO0 OOBOPOXKUTEJILHOTO
cymecTBa. Ho oHa nmepBas yBepoBaja B HETO, IepBas IIPOTSAHYJIa eMy pPyKy. Korga,
YTOMJIEHHBIN HeyfgadaMu U 0eJHOCThIO, IOTEPSABILINMN CUJIY U HafeXKAy, OH Iagas
OyXOM, OHa 000Ipsia ero 1ackou, HexKHOU 3a00Tou, Becesion mryTkou. U ee m11000Bb
BOCTOP2KECTBOBAJa... Termepb UMs XOJIIII€eBHUKOBA U3BECTHO BCIKOMY I'PaMOTHOMY
4eJI0BeKy, ero KapTUHBI yKpaIlalT rajeper KOPOHOBaHHBIX 0CO0, — OH
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eOUHCTBEHHBIM U3 aKaJleMUKOB, KOTOPOro 000zKaeT HU BO YTO He Bepslas cpema
MOJIOOBIX XYIOXKHUKOB... O MaTepuaabHOM yCIIeXe ¥ TOBOPUTh Heuero... M oH u
JIugus ¢ u30BITKOM BO3HArpaXKAaeHHl 3a [0JITHe YHU3UTEJIbHBIE TOObl CBUPEIION
9KOHOMMUH, ITIOYTH HUIIIEHCTBA.

B To 6enctBenHOe Bpems MBaH TuModeeBrY U IpeacTaBUTh cebe He MOT OBl BCeu
9TOU THUXOU MPEeJIeCTH, 3TOU OOBOJIBHOU XKU3HU, COTPETOM HEU3MEHHOU JTaCKOU
KpacaBHIIbl JK€HBI M HE2KHOU J1II000BbI0 MuIoro KoTrka, 3TOro pagoCTHOTO
CO3HaHUS CEMENHOCTH, KOTOPOU KpelKas Apyxkba ¢ baxaHWHBIM IIpHUAaBaja ele
0ombUIyI0 TTyOUHY U 3HAYEHUE.
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