Ckpunka Pormuabaa

I'opomok ObINT MalleHbKUM, Xy7Ke JIepPeBHU, U XKUJIU B HEM IIOYTHU OJHU TOJIBKO
CTapuKM, KOTOPHEe YMUPAJIX TaK PEIKO, YTO AaxKe JmocanHo. B O0NbHUIY Ke U B
TIOPEMHBIN 3aMOK I'po00B TpeboBasiock oueHb Masio. OOHUM CJIOBOM, Imejia ObLIn
ckBepHble. Ecu 6b1 IKOB MIBaHOB OBIIT I'POOOBIIIMKOM B T'YOEPHCKOM I'Opofie, TO,
HaBepHoOe, OH uMel Obl COOCTBEHHBIN MTOM U 3Bajiu OBl ero fKoBOM MaTBeuuewm;
3[leCh 7K€ B TOPOOUIIIKE 3BajIk €ro IIPOCTO IKOBOM, YIUYHOE IPO3BHUIIlE Y HETO OBIJIO
rnoyemMy-to BpoH3a, a XKuJ oH 6eqHO, KaK IMPOCTON MYZKHUK, B HEOOJIBIIIOM CTapou
u30e, roe Oblyla OJHA TOJIBKO KOMHATa, M B 9TOM KOMHAaTe IoMelllaiiuch oH, Mapda,
Ieyb, AByXCHaJibHasi KPOBaTh, I'POOHI, BEPCTAK M BCE XO3SUCTBO.

fKoB menan rpobOwl Xopollne, IPoYHbIe. [ My>KUKOB 1 MeIllaH OH AeJjlajl UX Ha
CBOM POCT U HU pa3y He oImubCs, TaK Kak BHIIIE U Kpelde ero He OBIJIo JIofei
HUTHe, JaXke B TIOPEMHOM 3aMKe, XOTsI eMy OBIJIO y2Ke CEMbECST NeT. [
071arOPOIOHBIX Ke UM [JIS JKEeHIIUH [Aeall 10 MepKe U YIOoTPeOIss AJis 9TOT0
KeJe3HbINM apIvH. 3aKa3kbl Ha OeTCKHe I'POOUKY IIPUHUMAJ OH OYeHb HEOXOTHO U
mesan ux npsiMmo 6e3 MepKH, C IIpe3peHueM, U BCIKUU pa3s, Ionydasi OeHbI'd 3a
paboTy, TOBOPUII:

[Tpu3HaThCs, He JTI00/II0 3aHUMATHCSA YEIlyXOi.

Kpome macTepcTBa, HEOOBINION JOXOI IPUHOCHIA €My TaKxKe Urpa Ha CKpunke. B
ropogke Ha cBagbbax urpaji 0ObLIKHOBEHHO XKHUIOBCKUN OPKECTP, KOTOPHIM
yopaBasia nyounbimuk Moucett Unbuy [laxkec, OpaBIiiuii cebe 00bIlle IT0JIOBUHEI
moxoma. Tak Kak ZIKOB O4YeHb XOPOIII0 UTpajl Ha CKpPUIKe, 0COOEHHO PyCCKUeE TIeCHH,
To [ITaxKec MHOTAA IMPUTJIAIlall ero U OPKECTP C IIJIaTOIO 110 IMATHAECSAT KOIleeK B
IoeHb, He cYUTas IofgapkKoB oT rocTei. Korma BpoH3a cupmen B OpKecTpe, TO y HETO
Ipex[e BCero IoTeJjio ¥ 6arpoBesio JULo; OBIJIO XKapKo, IIaxjio Y4eCHOKOM [0
OyXOTHI, CKPUITKa B3BU3THBAJIa, y IIPABOT0 yXa XpuInes KoHTpabac, y J1eBoro
nJakana (gielTa, Ha KOTOPOU UTPa PHIZKUU TOIIUUA KUT C 1IeJI0I0 CEeThI0 KPAaCHBIX U
CUHHUX JKUJIOK Ha JIHIle, HOCUBIINYM (haMUINIo u3BeCTHOro 6orada Pormunbsoa. U
9TOT NPOKJISATHIN KUJ, JaXKe caMOe BeceJjioe YMYIPSIJICSA UrpaTh kKajiobHo. bes
BCSIKOM BUAMMOM MPUUYNHEL KOB Majio-lIoMaJlly IIPOHUKAJICSI HEHABUCTHIO U
IIpe3peHreM K XKumgaM, a 0co6eHHO K PoTmunbay; oH HauuHaJ IPUOUPaThCH,
OpaHUTH €ro HEXOPOIIUMU CJIOBaMU U pa3 JazxKe XOTeJl ITOOUTh ero, U POTIIuiIb
obupaersnics U IPOTOBOPUJI, TJISIAS Ha HETO CBUPEIIO:

Ecnu OB 1 He yBazkaJl BaC 3a TaJlaHT, TO BEI OBl TaBHO IIOJIETEJIM ¥ MEHS B OKOIIIKE.
[ToTom 3amnakas. IloaToMmy BpoH3y npuriaiiajiyd B OpKeCTP He 4acTo, TOJILKO B
cllydae KpalHel HeoOXOOMMOCTH, KOTfla HeloCTaBaJI0 KOro-HUOyOb U3 eBPEEB.
fIKoB HUKOTa He ObIBajI B XOPOIIIEM PACIIONIOKEHUHU OyXa, TaK KaK eMy IIOCTOSTHHO
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IIPUXOOUIIOCH TEPIIETH CTPAlllHble YORITKU. Hanpumep, B BOCKpeCeHbs U Ipa3gHUKU
rpelrHo ObI710 paboTaTh, IIOHEeOETbHUK TSKEJbIH IeHb, U TaKUM 00pa3oM B rogy
HabHpasioch OKOJIO OBYXCOT OHEMN, KoTrha IMOHEeBOoJie MPUXOAUIOCh CUAETh CJIoXKa
PyKHu. A Beqib 3TO KaKo¥ yORITOK! Eciiu KTo-HUOYOb U TOPOAe urpaa ceagpoy 6e3
My3blKHM unu [llaxkec He mpuriaiian fJKoBa, TO 3TO TOXKe OB YOBITOK.
[Tonuneiickui Hag3upaTeab OB ABa rofga 60J1eH U YaxHyJI, U fIKOB C HeTepIeHueM
XKaj, Korga OoH YMpeT, HO Hafi3upaTeJib yexasl B I'yOepHCKUM IOpofl TeUUThCS U
B34JI Ia TaM U yMep. BoT BaM u yOBITOK, 110 MeHbIlIeN Mepe pyOJiel Ha IecsATh, TaK
Kak rpo0 IIpUIIIoCh OBl AejlaTh JOPOTOM, C T1a3eToM. MuIciu 00 YORITKax
moHuManu fIKkoBa 0COOEHHO I10 HOYaM; OH KJiajl PAOoM ¢ co00i Ha ITOCTesn
CKPUIIKY U, KOTHa BCsAKas delyxa Jjie3jia B TOJIOBY, TPOTajl CTPYHBI, CKPUIIKa B
TEMHOTe H3[aBajla 3BYK, U eMy CTaHOBHUJIOCH JIeTrde.

[ITecToro mas mporiwuioro roga Mapda Bopyr 3aHeMoriia. CTapyxa TsKeJlo ObIIIaa,
I1Jla MHOTO BOIHI M IIOLIATHIBajach, HO BCe-TaKM YTPOM caMa UCTONUIa IeYb U
maxke Xonuia 1o Bony. K Beuepy XkKe ciersia. 1KoB BeCh ieHb UT'PaJl Ha CKPUIIKE;
Korja ke COBCeM CTEMHEJIO, B35 KHUXKKY, B KOTOPYIO KaKIbIM JeHb 3aluChIBall
CBOU YOBITKU, U OT CKYKHU CTaJl IIOABOAUTH IOf0BOM uTor. ITomy4yunock 60biie
TBEICSIYU pyOiel. DTO TaK IIOTPSICIIO €ero, YTO OH XBAaTHUJI CYeTaMU O IIOJI U 3aTomall
HoraMmu. [10TOM IIOJHS CUETH U ONSATh AOJITO IIeKall U I'JIy00KO, HallpsisKeHHO
B3ObIxaJsl. JIuio y Hero Obl1o 6arpoBo U MOKpPO OT mmoTa. OH AyMaJ O TOM, YTO €CJIU
OBI 3Ty MPOIIAIIYIO THICSAYY PyOIel MOI0XKUTL B OAHK, TO B IO MPOIIEHTY
HAKOIIMJIOCh OB CaMO€e MaJjioe COPOK pyOsiel. 3HAYUT, U 3TU COPOK PyOsiel Toxke
yOBITOK. OOHUM CJIOBOM, KyZla HU IIOBEPHUCH, Be3[le TOJILKO YOBITKY U OOJIbIIIEe
HUYEro.

AxkoB! mo3Bana Mapda HeoxkugaHHO. I ymupato!

OH ornsgHyycs Ha XKeHy. JIuio y Hee OBIJI0 PO30BOE OT XKapa, HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
sSICHOe U pajocTHoe. BpoH3a, IPUBHIKIINYM BCera BUNETH ee JTUIl0 OJIeqHBIM,
POOKHM M HECUYACTHBIM, TeIlepb CMYyTHUICS. [Ioxoxke OBIJIO Ha TO, KaK OyOTO OHA B
caMoM [iejie ymMuparsa 1 Obljia pafga, YTO HaKOHeIl YXOOUT HaBeKU U3 9TOM u30wI, OT
rpo6os, ot fAKoBa... Y oHa rnismesna B IIOTOJIOK U IlIeBejiujia ry0aMu, U BeIpaxKeHue y
Hee OBIJIO CYACTJIMBOE, TOYHO OHA BUEJla CMEPTh, CBOIO N30aBUTEJILHUILY, U
1iernTasjach C Heu.

BrINT y2Ke paccBeT, B OKHO BUHO OBLIO, KaK ropejia yTpeHHss 3aps. ['nsaas Ha
CTapyxy, fKOB I10YeMy-TO BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO 3a BCIO XKM3Hb OH, Ka’KeTCs, HU pa3y He
IIpusackal ee, He IoxaJiejl, HU pa3y He Jorapfasics KyIuThb el IjiaTo4yekK Un
ITPUHECTHU CO CBAAbOLI Yero-HuOymob CIIaieHbKOI'0, a TOJILKO KpuyaJjl Ha Hee, OpaHUII
3a yORITKH, Opocasics Ha Hee C KyJlaKaMU; IpaBaa, OH HUKOTra He OUI ee, HO
BCe-TaKM IIyrajl, U OHa BCAKUU pa3 LielleHesia OT cTpaxa. [a, OH He BejeJsl el IUTh
4yal, IIOTOMY 4TO U 6e3 TOro pacxonnl O0JIbIlINE, M OHA IIKJIa TOJILKO I'OPSYYIO BOLY.
U oH moHSJ, OTUYEro y Hee Tellepb TaKoe CTpaHHOe, PafoCTHOE JIUI0, M eMy CTajlo
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KYTKO.
o maBIIKMCh YTPA, OH B35JI y cocela JIomanb u moBe3 Mapdy B 6ombHUILY. TyT
00JIbHBIX OBIJI0O HEMHOT'O U IIOTOMY IIPHUIIIJIOCH eMY KIOaTh HEJOJTo, Yaca Tpu. K ero
BEJIMKOMY VIOBOJILCTBHUIO, B 3TOT pa3 IIPUHUMAJI O0JIbHLIX HE OKTOP, KOTOPHIM caM
onL11 60J1eH, a denbamep MakcuMm Hukonany, ctapuk, IIpo KOTOPOTO BCe B ropofie
TOBOPUJIY, YUTO XOTS OH U NBIOLINM U JepeTcs, HO TIoOHUMaeT O0JbIlle, YeM IOKTOP.
3opaBus XkejaeM, CKa3all fKoB, BBOAS CTapyxy B npueMHyi0. U3BuHUTE, BCE
6ecnokouM Bac, MakcuMm Hukosamd, CBOUMU NyCTSAIIHLIMU fenaMu. BoT, u3BonuTe
BUIETh, 3aXBOpaJI MOU npenMeT. [Togpyra XKmU3HU, Kak 3TO TOBOPUTCS, U3BUHUTE 3a
BEIpaXKEeHUE...

HaxmypuB cenble OpoBU U morjiaxkuBasi 0akKeHHI, QenbaIep cTajl OTJIsiAbIBaTh
CTapyxy, a OHa cupesia Ha TabypeTe CTOPOUBIIKUCEH U, TOIasi, OCTPOHOCAS, C
OTKPBITHIM PTOM, IIOXOAUJIa B TPO(MUIb Ha NTUILY, KOTOPOU XOUETCS MTUTh.

M-ga... Tak... MeajieHHO IporoBopui genbaiiep 1 B3goxHyn. MHdIysHIla, a MOXKeT
U ropsyka. Teneps 1o ropony Tud xomut. Yto xk? CTapyllka IIoXKuia, cjlaBa 0ory...
CkoBKO ein”?

Ia 6e3 roma cembaecsaT, Makcum Hukosaund.

Yto xk? [Toxxuna crapyuika. [Topa u 4eCcTb 3HaTh.

OHO, KOHEYHO, CIIpaBeJInBO U3BOJIUIM 3aMeTuTh, Makcum Hukonauny, cka3an
fKoB, yneibasich U3 BEKJIMBOCTHU, U YyBCTBUTEJILHO Bac OlarogapyuM 3a Ballly
IIPUATHOCTD, HO II03BOJIbTE BaM BEIPA3UTHCSA, BCAKOMY HACEKOMOMY KUTh XOYETCH.
Maro nu dyero! cka3zan ¢enpaiiep TaKUM TOHOM, KaK OyATO OT HEero 3aBUCEJIO XKUTh
cTapyxe unu ymepeTb. Hy, Tak BOT, J1io0e3HBIM, OyAelllb MPpUKJIaAgbiBaTh el Ha
T'OJIOBY XOJIOOHBIW KOMIIPECC U JaBau BOT 3TU IIOPOILIKHU II0 IBA B IeHb. A 3a CUM
OOCBUOAHIUS, OOHKYP.

[To BEIpazkeHUIO ero nulia JKOB BUOeEJI, YTO OeJI0 IIJI0X0 U YTO YK HUKAKUMU
IOPOIIKaMHU He TTIOMOXKEeIIlb; AJIs HeT0 Tellephb SICHO OblIo, 4TOo Mapda momMpeT o4eHb
CKOpO, He cerofHs-3aBTpa. OH cjerka TOJIKHYJ Qenbaiiepa nofg JI0KOTh,
IIOOMUTHYJI I'JIa30M U CKa3aJl BIIOJIT0JIoca:

Eit 651, MakcuM Hukonand, 6aHKU IIOCTABUTh.

Hekorma, Hekorga, mi00e3HbIN. bepu cBOIO cTapyXy U yXoou ¢ O0OTOM.
IocBUmaHIIVsA.

CpoemnamiTe TaKyl0 MUJIOCTb, B3Monuicsa AkoB. CaMu M3BOJIUTE 3HATh, eciiu 0 y Hee,
CKazkeM, XKMBOT 00JieNl Uiu Kakas BHYTPEHHOCTh, HY, TOT[la ITIOPOIIKY 1 KallJId, a TO
BeOdb B Heu npoctyaa! IIpu npocTyne repBoe Oesio KpoBb THaTh, MakKCUM
Hukonanu.

A denbariep yxke BhI3BAI ClIedyolnero 60JIbHOT0, U B MPUEMHYI0 Bxoauiaa 6aba c
MaJIbYUKOM.

Crtynawy, cTymau... cKa3ajl OH AKOBYy, XMypsiChb. Heuero TeHb HaBOOUTb.

B TakoM ciiy4yae mocTaBbTe €l XOTh IbsiBKU! 3acTaBbTe BeYHO OOTa MOIUTH!
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®enpAliep BCOBIINII ¥ KPUKHYIT:

IToroBopu MHe emie! [IoyOuHa...

SIKOB TOXKe BCIIBUIMIJI U TOOArpoBesl BeCh, HO He CKa3aJl HU CJI0Ba, a B35JI IO PYKY
Mapdy u moBeJi ee U3 MpueMHOM. TOIbKO KOTAa YK CaJuJIUCh B TeJIeTy, OH CypPOBO
¥ HaCMeIIIUBO IOTJIsieN Ha OOIBHUILY U CKa3all:

Hacaxanu Bac TyT aptuctoB! Boratomy He6ochk mocTtaBui Obl OaHKH, a OJI1 O€OHOT0
YyeJloBeKa M OOHOU IIbABKU Ioxkasesn. Upoasr!

Korpa npuexanu momoii, Mapda, Boias B u30y, MUHYT [eCSATh IIPOCTOsJIa, AepKach
3a neyky. Eif Ka3anoch, 4YTO €CJIU OHA JISIXKEeT, TO ZIKoB OymeT roBOPUTHL 00 YORITKAX
1 OpaHUTH €€ 3a TO, UYTO OHA BCE JIEKUT U He xoueT paboraTh. A fKOB risipmen Ha
Hee CO CKyYKOM U BCIIOMHKHAJI, 4YTO 3aBTpa MoaHHa 60rocioBa, mocjie3aBTpa
Hukomnas 4ymoTBopIiia, a IOTOM BOCKpPeCeHbe, IIOTOM ITOHEEeIbHUK TSIXKeJIbIA OeHb.
YeTrIpe OHS Henb3sd OymeT paboTaTh, a HaBepHoe Mapda ymMpeT B KaKOU-HUOYOb U3
9TUX OHEU; 3Ha4YuT, rpod Hamo AesaTh ceromgHs. OH B3sJI CBOM JKeJIe3HBIN apIilvH,
IOAOIIIEesN K CTapyxe U CHSJ C Hee MepKy. [IoToM oHa 51erjia, a OH IepeKpPeCcTUsics 1
cTasn menaThb I'pob.

Korpa pa6ora 6nlyia KOHYeHa, BpoH3a Hafiesl OYKM U 3amucall B CBOI0O KHUXKKY:
Mapde HBaHOBOM rpobd 2 p. 40 K..

U B3goxuyn. CTapyxa BCE BpeMs jiexkajla MoJida C 3aKpHITEHIMU I'JtadamMu. Ho
BeYepoM, Korfa CTeMHeJIO, OHa BOAPYT II03Bajla CTapuKa.

[Tomuub, AKOB? copocuiia OHa, TS Ha HETO PagoCTHO. [IOMHUIIL, OATHOECAT
JIeT Hal3ajJ HaM Oor man peGeHoOYKa C OeJIOKYPLIMU BOJIOCMKaAMu? MBI ¢ TOOOM ToTrma
BCE Ha pedKe CUMeNIU U IIeCHU IeNH... 107 Bepboli. M, ropbKO YyCMEeXHYBIINUCH, OHA
mob6aBuia: YMepia geBodKa.

SIKOB HaNpsAT NMaMsATh, HO HUKAK He MOT BCIIOMHHUTH HU peOeHoYKa, HU BepOHI.

970 Tebe MepemuTcs, CKa3as OH.

[Mpuxonun GaTiolKa, Ipuobiian u coboposai. [Torom Mapda ctana 6opmMoTaTh
YTO-TO HETIOHSATHOE U K YTPY CKOHYAasach.

Crapyxu-cocegkKu OOMBIJIM, O U B Ipo0 MMOI0KMUIN. YTOOH He IIJIaTUTH JIMITHETO
ObAYKY, fIKOB caM YHTaJl IICAJITHIPh, U 3@ MOTHUJIKY C HETO HUYero He B35JIM, TaK Kak
KJIaOOUIIIeHCKUM CTOPOK ObII eMy KyM. YeThIpe MyKHUKa HECJIM A0 Kilagowuiia rpoo,
HO He 3a [ieHbI'", a U3 yBaxkeHus. [llnu 3a rpoboM cTapyxu, HUIIKUE, IBOE
IOPOJMBEIX, BCTPEYHBIN Hapon Hab0XKHO KpecTuics... M 4KoB ObIJI 0UeHb JOBOJIEH,
YTO BCE TaK YeCTHO, OJIarOIIpUCTONHO U OellleBO U HU OJIg KOTO He 00UIHO.
[Tpomrasick B mocyiegHU pa3 ¢ Mapdoii, OH IOTPoraa PyKou rpod u momyMant:
Xoporrast pabora!

Ho korpa oH Bo3Bpalajics ¢ Kjiag0uilla, ero B3sijia CUbHasA TocKa. EMy 4To-TO
HEe3[0POBUJIOCH: AbIXaHUe OBIJIO ropsuee U TSAKKOe, ocinabesi HOTH, TSIHYJIO K
MUTHIO. A TYT ellle I0JIe3JIU B TOJIOBY BCSIKKE MBICITH. BCIIOMHUJIOCH OISATH, YTO 3@
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BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb OH HM pa3y He noxasena Mapdsl, He npunackan. [IaTemecsaTt gBa
ropa, MoKa OHU KUJIUB OOHOU u30e, TAHYIJINUCH AOJIT0-J0JIT0, HO KaK-TO TaK BHIIIJIO,
4YTO 3a BCE 3TO BPeMs OH HU pa3y He IOofyMall 0 Hel, He 00paTujl BHUMaHUs, KaK
OynTo oHa OblNla KOIKa uiu cobaka. A BeOb OHa KaXK[bIM JeHb TOIIMIIA IeYb,
Bapuia M IeKJla, XOOusa I10 Boay, pyOusa ApoBa, cliajia C HUM Ha OOQHOM KpoBaTH, a
KoT7[ia OH BO3Bpalllajics MbIHBIN CO cBamel, OHa BCSIKHM pa3 c 671aroroBeHueM
Belllajla er0 CKPUIIKY Ha CTEHY M yKJlafblBajla ero ciaTh, ¥ BCE 3TO MOJI4a, C
poOKUM, 3a00TIUBLIM BhIPAXKEHUEM.

HaBcTpeuy AK0BYy, ynbIi0asich ¥ KITAHSASCh, 11T POTIIUIB.

A g Bac uiny, gageHbKa! ckasan oH. Knassanuce Bam Mouceu Mnbu4 ¥ Belenu BaM
3apa3 IPUXOOUTH K HUM.

fKoBy OBINIO HE [0 TOro. EMy XO0TenocCh ITakaThb.

OTtctanb! cKasas OH U IIOLIeJI Jaslbllle.

A Kak Ke 3TO MOXKHO? BCTpeBoxkKuics Pormumnbma, 3aberas Brepen. Moucet Unbuy
OynyT obuxkatbcsi! OHM Benenu 3apas!

fKOBY ITOKa3ayIoCh IPOTUBHO, YTO XKUJ 3allbIXajiCsA, MOpraeT U 4TO Y Hero Tak
MHOT'O PBIZKHUX BeCHYIIEeK. M ObII0 rafiKo TIsIIeTh Ha ero 3eJIeHbId CIOPTYK C
TEMHBIMU JIaTKaMU ¥ Ha BCIO €ro XpPYIKYylo, JeINKaTHYI0 QUrypy.

YTo THI JIe3elllb KO MHE, YeCHOK? KpUKHYI fAKoB. He npucTraBaii!

Kupn paccepouiics U TOXKe KPUKHYII:

Ho Bu mozkamycTa IIOTHUIIE, a TO BU Y MeHs 4yepe3 3abop moneture!

ITpoub c rma3 momnoi! 3apeBen ZKOB 1 OPOCHUIICS Ha HETo ¢ KynakaMu. 2KUThs HET
OT mapxXaThbix!

PoTmmmnbsa moMepTBesI OT CTpaxa, IpUCces U 3aMaxall pyKaMU HaJl TOJIOBOM, KakK Obl
3aluiasch OT YAapoB, IOTOM BCKOYUJI U obOexKasl MpoYb YTO eCcTh Oyxy. Ha Gery
OH IIOATIPLITUBAJI, BCIJIECKHUBAJI pyKaMM, ¥ BUOHO OBIJIO, KaK B3[paruBaja ero
IUIMHHAs, Tolllas CIiMHa. ManbYuIIKKU 00pafoBaliiCh ClIydaio U OPOCUIINCH 3a HUM C
kpukamm: 2Kupn! 2Kup! Cobaku ToxKe ITOTHAJIMCh 3a HUM C JlaeM. KTo-To 3axoxoTai,
TIOTOM CBHCTHYJI, cC00aKM 3ajasijii rpoMYe U ApyKHee... 3aTeM, JOJI?KHO OBITh,
cobaka yKycuia Pormunbaa, TaK Kak MOCHIIIANICS OTYassHHEBIN, 6071€3HEeHHBIN
KPUK.

fKOB IOT'YJISIJI IO BEITOHY, IIOTOM IIOIIeJI II0 Kparo ropofa, Kyaa rjiasa I'JisaaiaT, U
MaJIbYUILIKU Kpu4yanu: bpoH3a upnet! bpousa unet! A BOT u peka. TyT ¢ IMCKOM
HOCHUJIUCH KYJIUKU, KpsAKaau yTKU. COJIHIle CUJIBHO IIPUIIEKAsio, ¥ OT BOOHL IIIJI0
TaKoe CBepPKaHbe, YTO OBIJI0O O0JIbHO CMOTPETH. IKOB IIPOIIIEJICS 10 TPOIIMHKE BIOJIb
Oepera u BUIeJ, KaK U3 KyIlaJIbHU BHIIIJIA IIOJIHASA KpacHOIIeKas JaMa, U ImogyMall
npo Hee: Wie TH, Beigpa! Hepaneko oT KynajlbHU MaJIbYMIIKY JIOBUJIM Ha MSCO
PaKoB; YBUMIEB €ro, OHU CTaJlu KpudaTh co 31m000#: bpou3a! Bpouza! A BoT
IIMpoKas crapasi Bepba c rpoMagHbLIM AYIJIOM, a Ha Hell BOPOHbU THe3fa... Y BopyT
B IIaMsATH fKOBa, KakK KUBOM, BEIPOC MJIalleHUYUK C O€JIOKYPEIMU BojocaMu U Bepba,
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PO KOTOpYyIo roBopuiia Mapda. [la, 3To 1 eCcTh Ta camasi Bepba 3eneHas, TUXas,
rpyctHasi... Kak oHa mocraperna, 6egHast!

OH cen o Hee U cTajl BcnoMuHaTh. Ha ToM 6epery, rae Telepb 3aJIUBHOMU JIYT, B
TY IIOPY CTOSITT KPYIIHBIM O€pe30BHIi JIeC, a BOH Ha TOM JIBICOM rope, YTO BUOHEETCS
Ha TOPU30HTE, TOT[la CUHEJ CTaphli-CTaphIi COCHOBLIY 00p. [To peke xogunu OapKu.
A Temephb BCE POBHO U I'JIafKo, ¥ Ha TOM Oepery CTOUT OJHa TOJIbKO Oepe3Ka,
MOJIOfleHbKas U CTPOMHas, KakK OaphIlIHs, a Ha peKe TOJIbKO YTKU fa I'yCH, U He
IMOX02Ke, 4YTOOHI 3MeCh KOorma-HuOyob xoouinu 0apku. KaxkeTcst, IPOTUB IIPEeXHEro u
rycel cTajio MeHbIIe. FIKOB 3aKpHIJI I'Jla3a, ¥ B BOOOpaKeHUU ero OQHO HaBCTPeuy
OpPyTroMy IIOHECJIMCh T'POMajHble cTafa OeJibiX TyCceil.

OH HepoyMeBaJl, KaK 9TO BHIIIIIO TakK, YTO 3a IIOCJIeJHNE COPOK UJIU NSIThOECAT JIEeT
CBOEU XXW3HU OH HU Pa3ly He OBLIJI Ha pPeKe, a eCJIv, MOXKeT, 1 ObIJI, TO He 00paTHUiI Ha
Hee BHUMaHUA? BeOb peka mopsgoyHasi, He IyCTSAYHAas; Ha Hel MOKHO OBIJIO OBI
3aBeCTU pHIOHEBIE JIOBJIM, a PHIOY MpoaaBaTh KyIillaM, YUHOBHUKAM U Oy(peTyuKky Ha
CTaHIIUU U IIOTOM KJIaCTh OeHbI'¥ B OaHK; MOXKHO ObLIIO OFI IIJIaBaTh B JIOOKE OT
ycanb0bl K ycaab0e 1 UrpaTh Ha CKPUIIKE, U HAPOO BCSIKOTO 3BAHUS IJTATUIT OBI
OEeHbI'W; MOXKHO OBIJIO OBl ITOITPOOOBATh ONSITh TOHATH OAPKU ITO JIy4YIle, YeM I'POOBI
mesaTh; HaKOHel, MOXKHO ObIJIO OB Pa3BOOUTH T'yCel, OUTh UX U 3UMOM OTIIPABNISTH
B MockBy; HeOOCH OJHOT'O ITyXY B Trofl Habpayock Obl pybiiel Ha mecsaTh. Ho oH
ITPo3€eBaJll, HU4ero 3Toro He cmenaln. Kakue yOrTKH! AX, Kakue yORITKH! A eciiu Obl
BCE BMeCTe U PBIOY JIOBUTH, X Ha CKPHUIIKE UT'PaTh, M OapKU IOHSATH, U T'ycel OUTH, TO
Kakol nonyuuscs 6sl Kanurtan! Ho HuYero sToro He OBIJIO ake BO CHe, JKU3Hb
npoiuia 6e3 Mmoab3bl, 6€3 BCIKOTO YOOBOJILCTBHUS, IIpoIlajia 3Psi, HU 3a IMOHIOIIKY
TabaKy; BIIepeOu yxKe HUUYero He 0CTaJIoCh, a IIOCMOTPHUILL Ha3al TaM HUYEero,
KpoMme YOBITKOB, ¥ TAaKUX CTPAIIIHBIX, YTO gaxe 03H00 OepeT. M mouyeMy 4eIoBeK He
MOZKEeT XKUTh TakK, YTOOHLI He OBIJIO 9TUX IIOTEPh U YOBITKOB? CIpalInBaeTcs, 3a4eM
cpyounu 6epe3HsIK U COCHOBHIYM O0p? 3ayeM JapoM I'ysieT BEITOH? 3aUeM JIIoOu
mesaioT Bcerga UMeHHO He TO, YTO HYKHO? 3aueM SIKOB BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb
OpaHuics, pelyasn, 6pocasncs ¢ KyJakaMu, oOuzKaJjl CBOIO XXKEeHY M, CIIpallliBaeTCs,
IJIsI KaKO¥ HagoOHOCTU JaBeda HaIyrajl ¥ OCKOpOuJI xkuma? 3avyeM BOOOIIe JTIoau
MeIaloT XUTh APYT Opyry? Beob oT 3TOro Kakue yOuITKU! Kakue cTpallrHbie
yorrTKu! ECcrmu OBl He OBIJIO HEHABUCTHU U 37100BI, JIIOOU UMeJTH OBl IPYT OT Opyra
rpoMafHYyIoO II0JIb3Y.

BeuepoM u HOYBIO MEPEIINIINCh eMy MJIadeH4YUuK, Bepba, priba, OUTEIE TYCU, U
Mapda, nmoxozxkas B mpodusib Ha IITUIY, KOTOPOM XO4YeTCs IUTh, U 61eqHoe, KaaKoe
nuno PoTmunbaa, 1 KakKue-TO MOPAH HaBUTAJIMCh CO BCEX CTOPOH M 60pMOTaIu
mpo yorITKH. OH Bopouascs ¢ 60Ky Ha 00K U pas IISITh BCTABaJl C IIOCTEIH, YTOOHI
IIOUTPaTh Ha CKPHUIIKE.

YTpoMm yepes cuily NOOHSJICS U ITolIen B 60mbHUITY. TOT ke Makcum Hukomanyg
IIpuKasaj eMy DPUKJIagbBaTh K T'OJIOBE XOJIOOHBINM KOMIIPECC, [ajl IIOPOIIKH, U 110
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BBIPaXKEHUI0 ero JIULA U I10 TOHY fKOB IIOHAJ, YTO AEJIO IJIOX0 U YTO YK HUKaKUMU
MOPOIIKaMHU He IToMoxKellb. s ToToM moMoii, oH coo0Opazkajl, UYTO OT CMEPTH
OyneT ogHa TOJIBKO I10JIb3a: He Haflo HU €CTb, HU IUTh, HU IIJIaTUTh ITofaTel, HU
0o0MIKaTh JIIOflel, a TaK KakK YeJl0OBeK JIEKUT B MOTHUJIKE He OOUH I'0fl, a COTHH,
TBICSIYHU JIET, TO, €CJIU COCYUTAaTh, II0JIb3a OKaXKeTcs rpomMagHas. OT XKU3HU
4eJI0BeKy YOBITOK, @ OT CMEPTH I10JIb3a. DTO cooOpakeHre, KOHEYHO, CIIpaBeJINBO,
HO BCe-TakKu OOMOHO ¥ TOPHKO: 3a4eM Ha CBeTe TaKOW CTPaHHBIN IMOPSAAOK, YTO
KU3Hb, KOTOpPas JaeTCs YeJIOBEKY TOJILKO OOUH Pa3, MPOXOOUT 6e3 IOIb3kI?

He xasnko ObIJI0O yMUpaTh, HO KaK TOJBKO loOMa OH YBUIEJI CKPUIIKY, ¥ HETO
C3KaJIoCh cepplle M cTaio Xkajnko. CKPUIIKY HeJlb351 B3SITh C COO0M B MOTUILY, U
Telephb OHa OCTAHETCSI CUPOTOM U C HEI0 CIIyYUTCS TO XKe, YTO C 6epe3HIKOM U C
COCHOBBIM O0poM. Bcé Ha 3TOM cBeTe IIponaaaio u OymeT nporagaTh! IK0OB BHIIIENT
13 u30bl U CeNl y Iopora, IpuxKumas K rpyau CKpUIIKy. [lyMasi o mpomalie,
yOBITOYHOM KM3HU, OH 3aUrpasl, caM He 3Has YTO, HO BHIIIIO Kajlo0HO U
TPOTraTeJIbHO, U CJIe3El IIOTEKJIU Y Hero 1o IekaM. M yeM Kperide OH gyMall, TeM
reyasibHee [ejla CKpUIIKa.

CkpunHyna mekosga pa3-gpyrou, U B KaJuTke nokasasncsa Pormuneg. [1onoBuRy
IBOpa IIPOIeJI OH CMeJIo, HO, yBUEB f1K0oBa, BOPYTI' OCTAHOBUJICS, BECh CHEXKUJICA U,
OOJIZKHO OBITH, OT CTpaxa CTall fejlaTh PyKaMM TaKue 3HaKH, KakK Oy[ATo XoTeJ
I10Ka3aTh Ha IajbllaX, KOTOPHIU Teleph 4ac.

[Toporigy, HUYEro, cKa3aJll JIJaCKOBO fKOB U IToMaHUII ero K cebe. [Tomoiiau!

I'mans HegoBEepPUYUBO U CO CTPaxoM, PoTIuiab cTasl HOAXOOUTH U OCTAHOBUJICS OT
HEro Ha CaXkeHb.

A BHI, cienialiTe MUJIOCTh, He OeliTe MeHsI! cKa3an OH, ITpucenasi. MeHss Moucen
WUnbudy omnsaTh mmocianu. He 601icsi, TOBOPSAT, MOAM OISTH OO0 fIKOBa M CKaXKMH,
TOBOPST, 4TO 03 X HUKAK HEBO3MOXKHO. B cpeny mBaabba... [la-a! I'ocmoguna
[ITarroBasOB BHIIAIOT JOYKY Ka XOPOIIEro IleioBeKka... M mBansba Oymet Gorartas,
y-y! mo6GaBuI KU ¥ IPUILLYPUJT OOUH T'jIas.

He mory... mporoBopun fKoB, TsKeJlo OblIa. 3axBopas, 6par.

U omsATh 3aurpar, u ciel3bl OPBI3HYIIN U3 I'Jla3 Ha CKPUNKY. POTIINIILI BHUMATEJIEHO
CJIyIllaJi, CTaBIIMU K HeMY O0KOM U CKPEeCTHUB Ha rpyaou pyku. UcnyraHHoe,
HefoyMeBalolllee BeIpakeHHe Ha ero JIMIle MaJjlo-lloMaJly CMEeHUJIOCh CKOPOHBIM U
CTpapfaabyeCcKUM, OH 3aKaTuJI I'Jla3a, KakK Obl UCIILITEIBAsE My4YUTENbHBIM BOCTOPT, U
nporosopuil: Baxxx!.. M cie3sl MejiIeHHO IIOTEKJIN y HEro I10 IeKaM M 3aKallajil Ha
3eJIeHbIM CIOPTYK.

U moTtoM Bech feHb ZKOB nexkal u TocKoBai. Korma Beuepom OaTIONIKA, UCIIOBEOYS,
CIIPOCHUII €T0, He IIOMHUT JIX OH 3a C000I0 KaKOro-HUOyIb 0COOEHHOTO I'pexa, TO OH,
Hanpsras ciaaberollyio IaMsaTh, BCIIOMHUII OIIATh HecYacTHOe U0 Mapdhl u
OTYasTHHBINM KPHUK JKHUOa, KOTOPOTro yKycuia cobaka, M cCKa3aJl efiBa CJILIIITHO:
Ckpunky otmaute PoTmuneny.
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Xopor11o, oTBETUJT OATIOIIKA.

U Tenepsk B ropofie BCe CIpallluBarT: OTKyAa y PoTmuibpna Takass Xopolias
ckpunka? Kynum oH ee Ui yKpas, unu, ObITb MOKET, OHa IloIlajia K HeEMY B
3aknazn? OH maBHO yKe OCTaBUJI (PJIEUTY U UTpaeT Telepb TOJILKO Ha CKPUIIKE.
W3-mmop cMBIYKa Y HETo JIbIOTCS TaKue Ke Kajo0HbIle 3BYKH, KaK B IIpeKHee BpeMs
u3 (QIenTs, HO KOTAa OH CTapaeTcs IOBTOPUTH TO, YTO Urpan fAKoB, CUASA Ha
Iopore, TO y HETO BEIXOAUT HEUTO TaKoe YHBIJIOE U CKOpPOHOE, UTO CIIyIIaTeln
[j1avyyT, ¥ caM OH 10 KOHeEIl 3aKaThIBaeT rjia3da u roBoput: Baxxx!.. U aTa HOBasa
IeCHS TaK IIOHPaBUJIaCh B ropope, 4YTo PoTmunbaa npuriamaoT K cebe HalepephiB
KYIIIbl U YUHOBHUKU U 3aCTaBJIAIOT UT'PATh €€ 110 JeCATU pas.
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