CkBepHasi uCTOPUS

ITes1o 3aBsi3aJIOCh ellle 3UMOH.

Brin 6an. 'peMena My3biKa, TOPEJIN JIIOCTPHI, He YHBIBAJIM KaBaJiephl U
HacCJIaXXOaJIMCh XKU3HbIO OApPHIIIIHU. B 3amax ObITM TAHITH, B KaOMHETaX KapTeX, B
OydeTe BHIIMBKA, B YMTAJIbHE OTYAsTHHBIE 00bSICHEHUS B JIIOOBU.

Jlens AcmoBcKasi, KpyrileHbKasi po30BeHbKas OJIOHOAWHKA, C OOIBIITUMU T'OTyObBIMU
ria3aMu, C JJIMHHEUIINMU BOJIOCaMHU U C IIMGpou 26 B macopTe, Ha3JI0 BCEM,
BCceMy CBeTy u cebe, cupgesia 0COOHSIKOM M 37uiachk. [lylry ee cKkpeOu KOmKH. [eso
B TOM, YTO MY2KYUHBI BeJIi ce0s 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K Hell OoJbllle YeM II0-CBUHCKU. B
IoCJIeqHYE ABa rofa B 0COOEHHOCTHU IT0BefieHUe ux ObII0 y2KacHoe. OHa 3aMeTHa,
YTO OHU NepecTanu obpalaTh Ha Hee BHUMaHue. OHU CTajil HEOXOTHO TIJIsICaTh C
Hel. Maro Toro. MgeTt, KaHalbsi, MUMO U He TIOCMOTPHUT faKe, Kak OynTo OB OHa
rmepecTasa yxKe ObITh KpacaBUIleH. A eClIU U B3TJITHET KaKOM-HUOYOb KaK-HUOYyOb
HeYassHHO, HeB3Ha4dal, TO B3TJISHET He C YOIUBJIEHHOM, He IJIaTOHMYECKH, a TakK,
KakK rIsaasT nepen obemoM Ha COOOHBIM pacCcTeray Ujm IMOpPOCeHKa.

A Mexny TeM B ObIJIbIE TOLHL...

U sTak KaxXabli Beuep, Kaxk Ak 6an!! 3munace Jlens, Kycast ryowl. f 3Har0, moyeMy
OHM He 3aMeyaroT MeHs, 3Hat! OHu MCTAT! MCTAT MHe 3a TO, 4TO I UX Ipe3upato!
Ho... HO Korga ke, HaKOHeIl, 3aMyXk? Pa3Be Tak BBIMAEIIL 3aMyK? BpeMsa He XaeT
Benb, He XpneT! Heronsu B 3Takue!

B omrceiBaeMbIl Beuep cynbOe yromHo OBINIO CxKanuThes Hap Jlemei. Korma
nmopy4uuk HaOGphIOIoB, BMECTO TOT'O YTOOHI IIJISICATh C HEI0 00eIIaHHYI0 TPEeThI0
KaJIpuIb, HAIIUJICS KaK CTeJIbKa MbSH U, IIPOXOAs MUMO Hee, KaK-TO TJIyII0 YUMOKHYJI
rybaMu ¥ TeM IT0Ka3aJll CBoe IT0JIHOe ITpeHebpexXeHre, OHa He BBIHECA... 37100a ee
mocTuriia anores. ['omyOble Tr1a3a 00BOJIOKIIUCE BIarou, ry0osl 3aapoxkaiu. Cie3sl
TOTOBBI OBINTM OPBI3HYTH... YTOOB! He ITOKa3aTh ITpodaHaM CBOUX CJIe3, OHa
OTBEPHYJIACh K TEMHBIM BCIIOTEBIINM OKHaM, M O, UyYJHBIN MUT, 3TO ThI! y OOHOTO U3
OKOH yBH[IeJIa IPeKpPacHOT0 I0HOIIY, KOTOPHIM He CIIycKaJll ¢ Hee Tia3. FOHoIIa
n3obpazxkai u3 cebs KapTUHY YMUJIUTENbHYIO, KOTIOIIYI0O KaK pa3 B caMoe Cephlie.
[To3a ero Obljia UK, TJIa3a IIOJIHEI JIIOOBU, YOUBIIEHHS, BOIIPOCOB, OTBETOB; JIUIIO
rpycTHoe. Jlens MoOMeHTanbHO oxKuia. OHa IpUHSIa HagJiexkalrlylo o3y 1
IIpUHSJIAaCh 3a Hafjlexkallee HabnogeHue. [locnegHee mokasaso, YToO I0OHOIIa
TJIAfes He CclIy4daliHo, He Tak ce0e, a He CIlycKas I'Jla3, YIIUBasiCh U BOCXUIIASCh.
Boxe! mogmymarna Jlensi. XoTh ObI KTO-HHOYObL AOrafasics ero mpeacTaBuTh! YTo
3HAYUT CBeXuU MyxKuuHa! Cennyac 3ameTus!

Bckope 1oHoOIIa 3aBepPTEJICS, 3aX0AUJII 110 3ajlaM 1 HaydaJl IPUCTaBaTh K MyXKYUHaM.
XoueT mo3HakKoMuThCs! IIpocuT, uTo0 mpeacTaBuiu! mogymara, 3ax1eObIBasiCh,
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Jlens.

U nmognuHHO. MUHYTOK Yepe3 IecsATh aKTePUK-JII00UTEIb, C OPUTOM IITaIONaiCKOM
dbu3noHOMUEN, BHSJ IIPpOChkOaM IOHOIIIN M, CUJIbHO IIapKasi HOraMu, ITPeCTaBUIl ero
Jlene. FOHoOIIa OKa3aicsa HaIIUM, 00 YEPTUKOB TaJaHTIUBLIM XyOOKHUKOM,
HorrteBbiM. HorTeB 10HoI11a j1eT 24-X, OPIOHET, C CTPACTHBIMU I'PY3UHCKUMU
rila3aMiu, C KpaCUBBIMHU YCUKaMU U C OjiegHBIMU IleKaMu. OH HUKOTOa HU4Yero He
MIUIIEeT, HO OH XyOOXKHUK. Y Hero IJIMHHEIE BOJIOCH!, 3CIIaHbOJIKA, €CTh 30JI0Tas
rajuTpa Ha 4aCOBOU Llell04YKe, 30JI0Thle aJIuTPhl BMECTO 3all0OHOK, IIepYaTKU 40
JIOKTEeM ¥ HeMMOBEPHO BLICOKME KaOJIyKu. MaJbiii JOOPHIH, HO TNYIIbIN, KaK I'yCh.
HmMmeeT 61aropomHOTO Mamnaliry, TaKOBYIO Ke MaMallly 1 6oraTtyio 6a0yInKy. X0JIoCT.
O=H HecMerio noxai JlenuHy pyKy, HeCMeJio CeJl U, CeBIIIM, HayaJl IoXUuparTs Jleto
CBOUMU OOJIBIIIMMU T'JITa3aMM. 3arOBOPUJI OH HECKOPO U HecMero. Jlesist TapaxTera, a
OH rOBOPUJI TOJILKO: Ia... HET... 1, 3HaeTe JIU..., TOBOPUJI YyTh ObIIIa, OTBeYas
HEeBIIOIIa[ U TO M [eJI0 B CMYIIleHUU o4deckiBas (CBOU, a He JlenlnH) 1eBhIU I'1as.
Jlens gyxoBHO ansogupoBasia. OHa opelnsia, YTO XyOOXKHUK BTIOPUJICS, U
TOpP2XKeCTBOBaJsa.

Ha mpyro# meHs, mocie 6ana, Jlenst cugesia B CBoell KOMHATe Y OKHa H,
TOPXKEeCTBys, IAneNa Ha ynuny. [1o ynune, riepeq ee OKHaMu, B3a[ U BIiepeq
o6nyxkpan Horres. Hortes 6y2Kpmasn U 3amyckarl rjla3eHaria Ha ee okHa. OH rispgert,
TOYHO ITOMHUPAaTh cOOUpasics: TPyCTHO, TOMHO, HEJKHO, OTHEHHO. Ha TpeTuil meHb TO
XKe camoe. Ha yeTBepThIl OBLI JOKAb, U €ro Iox oKHaMu He Obu10. (HorreBa
yOenus KTO-TO, YTO K ero Gurype He uget 30HTUK.) Ha naTwIfl feHb OBIJIO coelaHo
TaK, 4YTO OH SIBUJICA B IOM JIeNTMHBIX pOOUTENIeN C BUBUTOM. 3HAKOMCTBO
3aTSAHYJIOCh TOPOUEBEIM y3JIOM: CBA3aJI0Ch O HEBO3MOXKHOCTHU pPa3BA3aTh.

Hepenu yepe3 yeTwipe OBINT onsiTh Oain. (3pu Havaso.)

HorTeB cTOs/1 y IBepeu, ONeplInCh IJyledaMU O KOCAK, U nmoxupai Jlesmro riazamMmu.
Jlens, )kemasi BO30OYOUTL B HEM PEBHOCTh, KOKETHUYAJIa BAAJIU C IOPYYUKOM
Ha6phIaoBeIM, KOTOPHIM OB ITbSIH, HO He KaK CTeIbKa, a TaK, YyTh-4yTh, Ha
I1epBOM B3BOJeE.

K HorTeBy 60KOM ITOfOIIIEN €e papa.

Bceé pucyeTte-c? cripocun papa. XyooKeCTBOM 3aHUMaeTeCh?

Ha.

Tak-c... Xopoiree gerno... [la# 6or, gai 6or... 'Mm... bor TamaHT, 3Ha4YUT, TaKOH
nocnain. Tak... Y BCAKOro CBOU TajlaHT...

Papa nmomosyan u npogosizkai:

A BOT BBHI, MOJIOIOY 4Y€JIOBEK, 3HAETe JIM, BOT UTO BHI CAEJIalTe, KOJIU BEL TOTO... BCE
pucyeTe. BBl BeCHOU K HaM [10XKaJlyTe, B fepeBHIO. [Ipe3aHnuMaTesibHBEIE MeCTa TaM
ecTh! Buarl, 1 BaM CcKaxy, cTpacTs! PaxBaesito TaKUX He HOBOAUJIOCH PUCOBATh.
Ouenb papwl Oymem. [la ¥ JoYKa C BaMU TakK... COPYKHUIACE... D-3-XMe... XME...
Mwmomnopeie nogu, Mmorionsie nonu! Xe-xe-xe...
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XynoXKHUK ITOKJIOHUJICS U IIEPBOT0 Mas Cero rofga, BMeCTe CO CBOMMM IIOKUTKaMU,
IIOKATUJI B UMeHUe ACIOBCKUX. ET0o ITOXKUTKU COCTOSAIY U3 HEHYKHOTO AIIUKa C
KpacKaMMU, JKUJIEeTKU-ITHKe, ITyCTOT0 ITIOPTCUTrapa U ABYX copodek. [IpuHSAT OH OBIJI C
00BATUSIMU CAMBIMM PaCIIPOCTEPTHIMU. [aly B €eT0 pacnopsizkeHre ABe KOMHATEHI,
OBYX XOJIyeB, JIOMIaAb 1 BCE, YTO ITOKeJlaeT, JINIIb Okl TOJIBKO HaAeKIObl IToaBall.
OH BOCIIOJIL30BaJICSI CBOMM HOBBIM II0OJIOKEHUEM KaK HeJlb3s JIy4llle: Y?KaCHO MHOTO
€JI, MHOT'O IIMJI, JOJITO CIiajl, BOCXUIAJICSA MIPUPOLON U He OTPhIBAJI rj1a3 oT Jlenn.
Jlenst Oblna OOmbIlle YeM cYacTiauBa. E# oH OB 671M30K, OBIJI MOJIOMI, XOPOII, OB
TakK POOOK... Tak m00us! OH OBbT TaK POOOK, UYTO HEe YMEI MMOOXOOUTh K Hel, a
TJIOell Ha Hee BCE OoJibllle M3ajieKa, U3-3a IIOPThePhl UK KU3-3a KyCTHUKA.

Po6kas mro60Bb! mymana Jlesnsi, B3gbixad...

B ogHO npekpacHoe yTpo ee papa u Horres cumenu B cafy Ha CKaMbe U
O6ecenmoBanu. Papa mpoxazkuBajics HacdeT IIpeJjiecTell ceMelHOro c4acThs, a Horren
TepIeinBO BHUMAJI U Ila3aMu ucKaj JIeIuHOro topca.

Bel y oTIla OOMH CHIH? CIPOCUJI, MEXAOy IPOYMuM, I1ala.

Her... ¥ mens ects Opat, MBaH... CinaBHbIM Manbii! ITpenecTs 4To 3a yesoBek! Bul
He 3HaKOMEI C HUM?

He nmero yecTn...

2Karnb, 4TO BBl He 3HAaKOMEL. OH OCTPSIK TaKOMW, 3HaeTe JiM, Becelb4yak, aylla
yenoBek! JIutepaTypou 3aHuMaeTcsa. Bce pegakiuu ero npuriamatT. B [lyTe
coTtpynau4aert. 2Kanb, 4To He 3HaKOMBI. OH paj ObLI OBl TO3HAKOMUTLCS... BOT 4TO!
XoTute, 1 Hanuiiry, 4ToO OH ciofa mpuexan? A? Ei-6ory! Beceneit 6ymer!

Ceppiie papa OT 3TAaKOT0 NPefJIoKeHUsI TOYHO ABEPhIO IPUIIEMUJIO, HO HEYEero
menaTth! HY>XHO OBIIIO CKa3aThk: O4yeHb pap!

HorTeB nognphIrHYJI B 3HAK CBOET0 XOPOIIIEro PacllOIOXKeHUsI U HeEMEIJIEHHO
Hamnucasn 6paTy IpurialleHue.

bpat VBaH He 3aMenInul SBUTHCA. fIBUJICSI OH HE OOWH, a BKyIle CO CBOUM IPYIOM,
mopy4yukoM HaOphIaI0BEIM, ¥ OTPOMHENINNM 6e33y0bIM, CTaphIM IICOM TYPKOIA.
[TpuxBaTuI OH UX C COOOM [JIsi TOTO, YTOOHRI, KaK OH BhIpazKaJiCs, HOPOT o
pa300MHUKY He HallaJlu U BBIIIUTH OBINIO OBl C KeM. M OoTBeOeHbl ObLIIN TPHU
KOMHATEHI, IBa XOJIys ¥ OOHa JIomlafgb Ha OBOUX.

BrI, rocmiona, ckasan MBaH xo3seBaM, He OecriokorTech o Hac! Ham Bammx
0eCTIOKOMCTB He HYy2KHO. HaM HU ITepuH, HHU COyCOB, HU (popTenaHOB HUYEro He
HY2KHO! A BOT eXXeJlu IOMUJIOCEPACTBYEeTEe HAacyeT IUBKAa U BOJOYKHU, HY... TOrAa
opyroe geso!

Ecnu BBl BooOpa3uTe cebe OTPOMHENIIEr0 TPUALATUIIETHET0 MOPAACTOT0 Majioro, B
IMapyCUHHOM OI1y3e, C MapIIUBeHbKONM OOPOIKOM, OMYXIIUMU I'JIa3aMU U C
raJicTyXoM B CTOPOHY, TO BHI U30aBUTe MeHs OT onucaHusa MBaHa. 3To OB
HECHOCHEUIINUN B MUPE YeJIOBEK.
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Korma oH OblI TPe3B, OH OB ellle CHOCEH: Ha KPOBATH Jiexkasl U Moindain. [TbaHbIN
Ke OBbIJI OH HEBBIHOCUM, KaK pelelHUK Ha rojioM Teje. Korga oH mbsH, OH TOBOPUT
He yMOJIKasi, IpuYeM CKBEPHOCJIOBUT, HE CTECHSSCh HU JKE€HCKUM, HU JEeTCKUM
IpUCYTCTBHEM. 'OBOPHUT OH O BIIax, KJIOmnax, IIITaHaxX U YEPT 3HAET 0 YyeM. [Ipyrux
TeM, 60Jlee HOBBIX, y HETo He BoguTcs. Papa, maman u Jlenst HemoyMeBanu 1
KpacHenu, Korpga UBaH, cugs 3a 00eioM, HaYWHAaJ OCTPUT.

K HecuacTbio, BO BCE CBOe IIpeObiBaHNe B UMEeHUU ACIIOBCKUX eMy HU pa3y He
yIOanoch OBITh Tpe3BbIM. HaOpPHIIIOB Ke, MaJleHbKUM KyIleHbKUU ITOPYYUK, BO BCe
JIOIIaTKHU CTapaJics MOXOOuTh Ha MBaHa.

MEI ¢ HUM He XyOoXKHUKU! roBopus oH. Kynsl HaMm! MBI My>KU4KHU!

WBaH u HaGprII0B ITEPBBIM OeJioM M3 0apCKUX XOPOM, TIe UM II0Ka3asloCh AYIIHO,
nepeOpaniuck Bo GpuUTens K yIIpaBiasioneMy, KOTOPBIM He TPOYb OBII BEIIUTE C
MOPSANOYHBIMU JIIOObPMHU. BTOPEIM Ae7I0M, OHU IOCHUMAJIM CIOPTYKU U 3allleT0JIAIn
10 OBOPY U 110 cany 6e3 CIOPTYKOB. Jlene To U OeJio IPUXOOUIOCh B cagy
HaTaJIKUBAThCS Ha BaJIIBILIErOCs IIO[ HepeBOoM B fe3abusbe OpaTa UJIM IOPYyYHUKa.
Bpat u nopy4YuK nuiu, eau, KOPMUJIU [ICa IeYEeHKOM, OCTPUJIM HaJ X03s1eBaMy,
TOHSIJINCH I10 OIBOPY 3a KyXapKaMu, TPOMKO KyIlaJKuCh, MEPTBELIKU CIIajld U
671aroCJIOBNIANIN CyObp0y, CcIIydaliHO 3arHaBIIYIO UX B T€ MECTa, I'le MOXKHO la ChIp B
Macjie KaTaThCs.

[Tocnymau, Tel! cka3an ogHaxXXabl M BaH XyqOXKHUKY, IOOMUTUBAS IIbSIHBEIM I'JIa30M B
ctopony Jlenu. Exenu TH 3@ HEH... TO YEPT C TOOOM! MbI He TpoHeM. ThHI ITEPBHIN
Hayaj, Tebe u KHUTU B pyKu. Yects 1 MecTo! Mbl 611aropomHo... 2KemaeMm ycmexa!
OTt6uBaTh He cTaHeM, HeT! moaTBepausl HaGpwianoB. Briio OB CBUHCTBOM C Halllen
CTOPOHHL.

HorTeB noxas njedyaMu U yCTPEMUJI CBOM JKaJHble 04U Ha Jleso.

Korpga HagmoenmaeT TUIIMHA, X04eTcs OypH; Korga HajoedaeT CUETh YNHHO U
6aropomHo, xodeTcst meboirn yctpouTh. Korga Jlene Hamoena poOkasi 11000Bb, OHA
Hayvasa 31uThCcsA. PoOKas j11000Bb 3TO OacHSA [ cOoJioBbs. K BeuMKOM gocane, B
HUIOHE XyOOXKHUK OBLI TaK XKe PoOOoK, Kak U B Mae. B xopoMax mIniu puagaHoe; papa
OEeHHO U HOIITHO MedYTaJll O 3aliMe JeHer OJis CBagbObl, @ MeXKAY TeM UX OTHOIIEHUS
He BBIJIMJIUCH eIlle B OIIpefesieHHyo ¢popMy. Jlensa 3acTtaBisiia XygoKHUKA I10
LIeJIBIM OHSAM VOUTHL ¢ co00it priby. Ho 9To He momorno. OH CTOsJI BO3Jie Hee C
YOOYKOU, MOJT4aJi, 3auKaJsics, II0KUpaJl ee rjla3aMu U TojabKo. Hu ogHOTO
cJlagKo-yzKacHoro cioBa! Hu ogHoro npusHasus!

Ha3zeiBait MeHs... cKa3ajl eMy ofgHaxXabl papa. Ha3eiBal MeHA... Thl U3BUHMU... YTO 4
roBopio Tebe Thl... f 11005, 3Haemb... Ha3biBail MeHS IMAIlon... DTO s JII00JTI0.
XymoXKHUK CTaJl COyPY BeJlndaTh papa IIamoi, Ho U 3To He nomoryo. OH
Io-mpexHeMy OBIJI HEM TaM, THe CJIeloBaJio BO3POIITaTh Ha OOTOB 3a TO, YTO OHU
majiy 4eJIOBEeKY OOUH TOJILKO S3HIK, a He mecsaATh. FMiBaH u HaOGphIAioB cKOpo
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nogMeTunu TakKTuky Horresa.

Yept Tebs 3HaeT! Bo3ponTanu oHu. CaM CeHa He Xpelllb U IPYTruM He Jaemlb!
Otakas ckoTtuHa! Tpeckalt ke, oy0, KOIU KyCcOK caM Tebe B poT ne3eT! He xouerrs,
Tak MbI Bo3pMeM! To-To!

Ho BceMy Ha 3TOM cBeTe ObIBaeT KOHeIl. bymeT KOHell ¥ 9TOM ImoBecTU. KoHunsach
U HEOIIpPeOeIeHHOCTh OTHOILIIEHUMN XyOOXKHUKa C Jleneu.

Pa3Bs3ka poMaHa IpoOU30IllJia B CPEeOUHE UIOHS.

Brin Tuxun Bedyep. B Bo3gyxe naxiyio. CostoBeu el BO BCI0O KBAHOBCKYIO. [lepeBbs
HIenTaauchk. B Bo3ayxe, BEIpaxkasiCh AJIMHHBIM SI3BIKOM POCCHUMCKUX O€JIJIeTPUCTOB,
BHUCeJia Hera... JIyHa, pa3dyMeeTcs, ToXe Oblna. 1715 ITIOTHOTHE PaiCKOM IT033UU He
XBaTaJio TONBKO I'. PeTa, KOTOPHIM, CTOSI 3a KYCTOM, BO BCEYCIIBIIIIaHNe YUTaJl ObI
CBOU IIJIEHUTEJIbHbIE CTUXU.

Jlens cuperia Ha cKaMbe, KyTajlach B IlIajib U 3a0yM4UBO I'Jisfgesia CKBO3b JepeBbs
Ha pPeuKy.

Heykenu s Tak HEIPUCTYIIHA? AyMajia OHa, ¥ BOOOpakKeHMIo ee IIpeCcTaBIsaIach
OHa caMa, BeJIMYeCTBEHHas, ropfasi, HagMeHHasd... Pa3MEbIIIeHus ee IpopBa
HOOOIIeAIINM papa.

Hy, uTo? cupocun papa. Bcé To xke?

To xe.

I'™m... YepprT... Korga ke Bcé 3T0O KOHUYUTCA? Benb MHe, MaTyIlIKa, IIPOKOPMUTh 3THUX
nopsipen goporo ctout! ITaTecoT B Mecsan! He mytka! Ha ogHOro mnca tpu
TPUBEHHUKA B [IeHb Ha le4eHKy cxonuT! Konu cBaTaThCs, Tak CBATaThCs, a HeT, Tak
U K 4EéPTy U ¢ OpaTtieM u ¢ rmcoMm! YTo XKe OH TOBOPUT, 10 KpaliHel Mepe? 'oBopun
OH C TOOOo#? OOBACHANCA?

Hert. On, nnana, Takou 3aCTEHYUBHIN!

3acTeH4YUBHIU... 3HaeM MEL UX 3aCTeH4YUBOCTH! I'ma3a orBogut. Ilomoxnou, s ero
ceryac NpuuUTo ciofga. [IokoHYu ¢ HuM, maTylika! Hedero nepemonutscs... [Topa.
H3Bomb-Ka, MaTyIlKa, TOro... He monomenpKasi... ®oKychl, HeOOCh, BCe yKe 3Haelllb!
Papa ucue3. MuHyT 4epes [ecsiTh, po0OKO mpobupasiCh KyCTaMU CUPEHU, ITI0Ka3aJiCcs
XYOOXKHUK.

Brr MmeHs 3Banu? cupocui oH Jlesro.

3Bana. [Tomoiipute cioma! [TomHo BaM MeHst OeraTth! CamuTecs!

XyoOXXHUK TUXOXOHBKO IT0oHoIIe]I K JIeje U TUXOXOHBKO CeJl Ha KpaellleK CKaMbU.
Kakoi oH xopoIeHbKUM B TeMHOTe! rmogymarna Jlesnst u, o6paTsck K HeMy, CKa3aa:
Pacckaxkwute-kKa 4To-HUOYyOb! OTYero Bel TakKoM CKPHITHBEIM, ®engop [laHnTeneny?
OTuero Bel Bcé MmonuyuTte? OTYero Bbl HUKOTIa HEe OTKPOETE ITPego MHOU CBOIO
oymry? YeM s 3aciTyKuJjia y Bac Takoe HegoBepue? MHe oOuOHO, IpaBo... MOXKHO
IogyMaTh, YTO MBI C BaMU He Opy3bd... HaunHanTe Ke roOBOPUTH!

XyHoOXXHUK OTKAIUIAJICA, IIPEPEIBUCTO B3TOXHYJI U CKa3all:

MHe BaM MHOTI0€ HYZKHO CKa3aTh, O4eHb MHOroe!
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B ueMm ke peno crano?

Botochk, uT006 BBl HEe oOunmenuch. Enena TumodeeBHa, BBl HE 0OUOUTECH?

Jlens 3axuxukana.

Hactana munyTta! nogymarna oHa. Kak gpoxut! Kak oH gpoxurt! Iloumarcs,
rony04uK?

Y Jlenu camo# 3aTPSICIUCH MOOXKUIKU. Ee 0XBaTUIT CTOJIb MTI00E3HBIN KaKIOMY
POMaHUCTY TpeneT.

MuHYT 4yepe3 OecsATh HAaYHYTCSA O0bSITUS, TTOIleNnyU, KIATBH!.. AX! 3aMedTasna oHa H,
4TOOBI IIOJJIUTH Macjla B OTOHb, CBOMM OOHaXKeHHBLIM IOpPSAYUM JIOKTEM KOCHYJIach
XYOOXKHUKA.

Hy? B 4yem ke pmesno? cupocuia OHa. 4 He TaKas HeJoTpora, KakK Bbl IyMaerTe...
(ITaysa.) 'oBopuTte xke!.. (ITay3a.) Ckopeii!!

Bunute nu... 4, Enena TumodeeBHa, HUYEro B XXKU3HU TaK He 100110, KakK
XyOOXKeCTBO... ICKYCCTBO, TaK CKa3aTbh. ToOBapuIU HAXOOAT, YTO Y MEHS TaJlaHT U
4YTO U3 MEHS BBHIUOET HEIMJIOXOU XYOOXKHUK...

O, ato HaBepHOe! Sans doute!l

Hy, ma... Tak BOT... JIt0651t0 I CBO€ MCKYCCTBO... 3HAYUT... f IIpeamoyuTaino xKaHp,
Enena Tumodeenua! MckyccTBo... UCKycCcTBO, 3HaeTe Nu... HyagHast HOYb!

Ia, pegkas HOUb! cKa3asa Jlens U, K3BUBasCh 3MeeH, ChbeXXM1JIach B IIajId U
roJjiy3akpbula rina3sa. (Mosogusl XKeHIUHEL 110 YaCTU aMypPHBIX IeTajled, CTPacTh,
KaKue MOJIOOIbI!)

4, 3HaeTe nu, npoponxkan Horres, momMasi cBou OeJjible IaibIllbl, JaBHO yXKe
cobupasics IOTOBOPUTH C BaMH, fia BCE... 60sics. [lymari, 4TO BEl paCCEPAUTEC...
Ho BHI, ecniu moiMeTe MeHsI, TO... He pacCepauTech. Bbl ToxkKe M00UTEe UCKYCCTBO!
O... Hy ga... Kak xe! MckyccTBO Benn!

Enena TumodeeBHa! Brl 3HaeTe, 3aueM s 30ech? Bl He MoXKeTe moragaTbCs?
Jlens cunbHO CKOHGY3UIACh U, IKOOH HeUuassHHO, ITI0JI0XKMJIa CBOIO PyKy Ha ero
JIOKOTb...

9To npaBpaa, HponosizxKa, moMmondas, Horres. ECTe MeXy XyOIOXKXKHUKaMU CBUHBMU...
970 npaBaa... OHU HU B I'POIII He CTaBAT XKEHCKYIO CTHIIJIUBOCTh... HO Benp 4... 4
Belb He TaKou! Y MeHs eCTh YyBCTBO [eJIUKaTHOCTU. 2KeHCKas CTHIAJIUBOCTD €CTh
Takas... Takasad CTHIIJIUBOCTh, KOTOPOU HETJINXKUPOBATh HEIb34!

I171s1 4ero OH TOBOPUT MHe 3TO0? nonyMaia Jlens v crpsitasna B IIajlb CBOU JIOKTH.

41 He IOXOXK Ha TeX... [IJ19 MeHs KeHIInHa CBATHIHS! Tak 4To BaM 00SITHCSI HEYero...
41 He Takoii, S TaKOM, UTO He IMO3BOJIIO0 cebe Yenyxy BhIIeIbBaTh... EjleHa
TumodeeBHa! Brl mo3BonuTe? [la BRICIyIIANTE, 51, ef-00Ty, Belb UCKPEHHO, IIOTOMY
4TO 51 He IJid cebs, a OJist UCKyccTBa! ¥ MeHs Ha ImepBOM IIJlaHe UCKYCCTBO, a He
YOOBJIETBOPEHYE CKOTCKUX UHCTUHKTOB!

HorTes cxBaTui ee 3a pykKy. OHa nogajack 4yTO4YKY B €0 CTOPOHY.
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Enena TumodeenHa! Arren moi! Cyactbe Moe!

H... ny?

MozHO BacC IMOIPOCUTH?

Jlensa 3axuxukajsa. ['yOb ee yKe CJIOKUIUCH OJIS II€PBOTO IIOIENy .

MoxkHO Bac monpocuTh? YMmorsto! Ei-6ory, st uckycctBa! Bl MHe Tak
MMOHPAaBUJIMCh, TaK ITIOHPaBUIUCH! BBl Ta, KOTOPyI0 UMeHHO MHe U HyKHO! K uepty
opyrux! Enena TumodeeBHa! [Ipyr moii! ByobTe Moeii...

Jlens BHITSHYJIaCh, TOTOBas MMacTh B 00bsaTUA. Ceplle ee 3acTydaro.

BynobsTe Mmoen...

XyHoOXXHUK CXBaTUJI ee 3a OPYyr'yio pyKy. OHa IOKOPHO CKJIOHWJIA I'OJIOBKY Ha €ro
rie4do. Crie3nl cYyacThs 67I€CHYNIN Ha ee PeCHUIax...

Hoporas mosi! ByaobTe Moen... HaTypiiunen!

Jlens nmogHSAIA rOJIOBY.

Yro?!

BynopTe Mmoelu HaTypIluulen!

Jlens mopgHANACS.

Kak? Kem?

Hatypmuueu... Byobre!

['™m... Tonbko-TO?

Brr MeHs1 mpeMHOr0 00si2keTe! Bhl maguTe MHEe BO3MOXKHOCTD HAallMCaTh KapPTUHY ...
KaKylo KapTuHy!

Jlens mo6nenHesna. Cre3bl 1I00BU BOPYT 0OPATUIIUCH B CJI€3BI OTYASTHUS, 3JI00BI U
OPYTUX HEXOPOIIUX YYBCTB.

Taxk BOT... 4TO? IIPOTOBOpPUJIA OHA, TPSICACH BCEM TEJIOM.

Benubiit xynoxKHUK! pKo-KpacHOe 3apeBO OKPAaCUJIO OOHY M3 ero OesbiX IIEK,
KoTj[a 3BYKM 3BOHKOM ITOIeYMHEI [IOHECIIUChH, MeIllasiCh C COOCTBEHHBIM 9XOM, II0
TeMHOMY cafly. Horres nodecar 1mieky u octonoeHesn. C HUM IIPUKITIOYUIICS
cTosi6HsAK. OH ITOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH IIPOBA/JIMBAETCS CKBO3b BCIO BCEJIEHHYIO... 13
rja3 [IOCHIIAIUCh MOJIHUMN. ..

Jlens, Tpenenryiasi, 67enHasi KaK CMepTh, OlllajieBIlasi, CHejlaja IIar BIepes,
IoKauyHynack. [To Hell TouHO KojsecoM Itpoexanu. CoOpaBUIMCh C CUJIaMH, OHa
HeBepHOoU, 00JILHOM MOXOKOM HampaBuiIach K moMy. Horu ee moarubanucek, U3 rias
CBINIAJIUCH UCKPHI, PYKU TSAHYJIMCh K BOJIOCAM C IBHBIM HaMepeHUEM BLENIUTLCS B
OHEIE...

ITo moMa ocTaBasIOCh TOJIBKO HECKOJILKO CaXKeH, KOra ey ellle pa3 IIPUIIOCh
nobrmenHeTs. Ha ee mmyTu, okKono 6eceqkKu, YBUTOM OUKUM BUHOT'PAIOM, CTOSI,
IIMPOKO PACTONBIPUB PYKH, IIbAHBIM, MOpPAacThii UBaH, HelIpuieCaHHbIN, C
paccrterayTou xunetkou. OH riusanen B JIeIUHO U0, CApAOHUYECKU YXMBLIAJICSA U
OCKBEpPHSJI BO3OyX MedrucTodeneBCKUM xa-xa. OH cxBaTui Jlemw 3a pyKy.
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I[TopuTte nipous! npoiunesna Jlensa u oToepHyia PykKy...
CkBepHasa uctopus!
bes comuenus! (ppanil.).
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