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ITog omHOM KpPOBIIEH, B OODHOU KBapTUPE, B OODHOM YETBEPTOM 3TazKe XKHUJIM OBa
MoOJIofble cocnyzKuBlia Apkaguii MBanosuuy HedeneBuu u Bacs IlIymMkoB... ABTOpD,
KOHEYHO, YYBCTBYeT HEOOXOAMMOCTh O0OBSICHUTDL YUTATEJIIO, II0YEMY OOUH Iepoi
Ha3BaH IIOJIHBIM, a APYTroil YMEeHbIINTEIbHEIM UMEeHEeM, XO0Th Obl, HallpuMep, AJIs
TOTO TOJIBKO, YTOO HE COYJIM TaKOU CII0CO0 BhIpazkKeHUS HEIIPUIUYHBIM U OTYaCTHU
dbamunbsapabIM. Ho aiis 3Toro 661710 66 HEOOXOOMMO IIPEOBAPUTENBHO 00bSICHUTDh U
onucaTh U YUH, U JjleTa, U 3BaHUe, U OOJIXKHOCTB, ¥, HAaKOHEIl, TaXke XapaKTephl
OEeVCTBYIOIIUX JIUII; @ TaK KaK MHOI'O TaKUX ITMcaTesiel, KOTOpPhle UMEHHO TakK
Ha4YMHAIOT, TO aBTOP IIpe[jlaraeMoi IIOBECTU, EOUHCTBEHHO [JIsl TOTO 4TO0 He
TMOXOOUTh Ha HUX (TO €CTh, KaK CKaXKyT, MOXKEeT ObITh, HEKOTOPEIE, BCIIENCTBUE
HeorpaHUUYeHHOT 0 CBOEro caMOJIio0us), pemnlaeTcs HadaTh IPSIMO C JeWCTBUA.
KonuuB Takoe npenuciioBre, OH Ha4yUHaeT.

Beuepowm, HakaHyHe HoBoro roga, gacy B 1ectoMm, [IIlyMKOB BOPOTHJICS JOMOM.
Apkapuii UBaHOBUY, KOTOPHIU JIezKaJl Ha KPOBaTU, IIPOCHYJICSA U BIOJITIa3a
IIOCMOTPEN Ha cBoero npusaTtens. OH yBUaas, 4YTo TOT ObLJI B CBOEM
IIPEBOCXOOHEUIIEN ITapPTUKYJIIPHOU Iape U B YUCTEUIIeN MaHHUIIKe. JTO,
pa3ymeeTcs, ero rmopa3usio. Kyma 6bl XoouTh TakKuM oOpa3oM Bace? ma u He obemain
oH goMa! lIlyMKOB MeXXOy TeM 3axKer CBe4Ky, U ApKagui MBaHOBUY HEMEOJIEHHO
moramascs, YTO IIPUSTEeNTb coOupaeTcs pa30yoIuTh ero HevassHHLIM 00pa3oM.
[encTBUTeNnbHO, Bacs nBa pa3a KallJISHYJI, IBa pa3a IIpollesica 10 KOMHAaTe U,
HaKOHeIl, COBEPIIIeHHO HeYassHHO BBINIYCTUJI U3 PYK TPYOKY, KOTOPYIO OBIIO CTal
HabKBaTh B YTOJIKY, BO3Jie ITeYKu. ApKagus FMiBaHoBUYa B35/ CMeX IIPO cebs.
Bacs, monmHo XuTpuTh! CKalas OH.

Apkalia, He CIHUIIL?

[TpaBo, HaBepHO He MOT'y CKa3aTh; KaXXeTCs MHe, 4YTO He CILIH.

Ax, Apkama! 3gpaBcTByH, ronyouuk! Hy, 6pat! Hy, O6paTt!.. Tel He 3HaeIlb, YTO 5
CKaxy Tebe!

PemuTenbHO He 3HAIO; IMOJOMAM-Ka ciofa. Bacs, Kak OyATo Kfaaj TOro, HeMeIJIeHHO
IIOMOLIIEeJI, HUKAK He OXKHuaasa, BIpodyeM, KoBapcTBa OT Apkanus MBaHoBu4Ya. ToT
KaK-TO IIPEJIOBKO CXBATHJI €T0 3a PYKH, IIOBEPHYJI, IIOOBEPHYJI 101 ceOs1 U Hayall,
KaK I'OBOPUTCS, OYIIUTh XKEePTBOYKY, YTO, Ka3aJI0Ch, JOCTABJIAJIO HEMMOBEPHOE
YIOOBOJILCTBUE BecejioMy Apkaauio MiBaHoBuuy.

[Tonmancsa! 3akpuyan oH, nomnasucs!

Apxkaira, Apkailila, 9YTO THI feaelnb? [Tyctu, pagu 6ora, myctu, s ¢ppak 3amaparo!..
Hyxnwr HeT; 3aueM Tebe ¢ppak? 3aueM ThI TAKOU JIETKOBEPHBIN, YTO CaM B PYKH
maetrbcsi? ['oBopH, Kyma THI XOOWUJI, rae obenai?
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Apxkaitna, pagu 6ora, myctu!

I'me obeman?

Ila IIpo 3TO-TO s U XO4YY paccKa3arThb.

Tak paccka3bIiBall.

Ila T®I IIpexKae MyCTH.

Tak BOT HeT ke, He MYIly, I0Ka He paCCKaXKeIlb!

Apkaina, Apkaiia! ma moHMMaellb JIX Thl, YTO BeOb HeJIb351, HUKAK HEBO3MOXHO!
Kpuyar cnabocunbHbIM Bacsi, BEIOMBasiCh U3 KPEIKUX JIall CBOer0 HEIIpUsTe s, Beb
eCTh TaKUe MaTepuu!..

Kakue matepun?..

Ila Takue, 4TO BOT O KOTOPHIX HAUHEIlb PACCKa3bIBaTh B TAKOM II0JIOKEHUU, TaK
Tepsiellb JOCTOMHCTBO; HUKAK HeJlb3sl; BEIUAET CMEIIHO a TYT OeJI0 COBCEM He
CMeIIHOE, a BaXKHOoe.

U ny ero, K BaxxHOMY! BOT eltie BeigyMars! Thl MHe pacCKa3biBak Tak, 4TOO s
CMesITbCS XOTeJI, BOT KaK pacCKa3blBal; a BaXKHOI'0 1 He X04y; a TO KaKOU Xe ThI
OymeIrb IPUSITENNb? BOT Thl MHE CKaXX¥, KAKOM Ke Thl OyHoelb IPUsTesb? a?
Apxkaina, e-60ry, HeIb3s!

U cnwlmiats He X04y...

Hy, Apkama! Hayan Bacs, 1exa onepek KpoBaTH U CTapasiCh BCEMU CUJIaMU
IpUAaTh KakK MOXKHO 00oJjiee BasKHOCTU CJIOBaM CBOUM. Apkaira! s, moxkaJsyi, CKaxy;
TOJIBKO...

Hy 4gto!..

Hy, g1 moMOIBUJI XKE€HUTHC !

Apxkanuii IBaHOBUY, HEe TOBOPS Oojiee IIpa3gHOro CI0Ba, B3I MoT4ya Bacio Ha
PYKH, KaK peOeHKa, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4TO Bacs OblI He COBCEM KOPOTEHBKUM, HO
IOBOJILHO IOJIMHHBIU, TOJIBKO XYOOU, U IIPEJIOBKO HayaJl ero HOCUTh U3 yTrJjla B YIOJl
110 KOMHaTe, IT0Ka3kiBas BU, UTO ero yOalOKUBaeT.

A BOT s TeOs1, ;KeHUX, ClleJieHalo, MpuropapuBai oH. Ho, yBums, 4yTo Bacs nexkut Ha
ero pyKax, He IIIeJIOXHETCS U He TOBOPUT 060Jiee HU CJIOBa, TOTYAC OAYMaJICS U B35
B cooOpaxeHue, YTO IITYTKU, BUOHO, HaJIeKO 3alllJii; OH IIOCTaBUJI ero Cpenu
KOMHATBI 1 CAaMbIM UCKPEHHUM, OPYKeCKUM 00pa3oM 00J100kI13all ero B IIEKY.
Bacs, He cepauiubcsa?..

Apkamia, mocCiyIiau...

Hy, nna Hosoro ropa.

Ila s1-TO HUYero; ga 3a4YeM XKe Thl CaM TaKOW CyMacCIIellini, II0Beca TakKou?
CxomnbKO 51 pa3 Tebe roBopuii: Apkaiia, eii-60ry, He 0CTpPO, COBCEM He OCTpPO!

Hy, na He cepauiubcsa?

Ila g1 Hu4Yero; Ha KOro s cepXKych Korga! [la Tl MeHs OTOPYUJI, IOHUMAEIIb JIU THI!
IIa KakK orop4uia? KakuM oOpa3om?
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4 men kK Tebe Kak K OPYTY, C IIOJHLEIM CepAleM, U3JIUTh Ilepeq TOOOM CBOIO OyIY,
paccka3aTh Tebe Moe cyacTHe...

ITa KakKoe XKe cYacCcTue? 4TO XK Thl He TOBOPHUIIL?...

Hy, ma g xxeHoCbhb-TO! 0OTBedas ¢ gocanmorw Bacsi, TOTOMY 4TO OEWCTBUTEIHHO
HeMHOT0 ObIJT B30eIlleH.

ThI! THI JKeHUIILCSI! TaK U BIIpaBOy? 3akKpuyas 6j1aruM MmatoM Apkairna. Het, Her...
Ia 4TO XK 3TO? U TOBOPUT TakK, U Clie3bl TeKyT!.. Bacsi, Baclok Tl MOM, CBIHOYEK MOM,
nostHo! [Ta BupaBay, uTo nb? Y Apkaguit BaHOBUY OPOCHIICS K HEMY CHOBA C
OOBATUSIMU.

Hy, noHuMaeb, 13-3a 4ero Tenephb BHIIIIO? cKa3an Bacs. Benwb Thl JoOPHIH, TH
OpYyT, 1 9TO 3Halo0. 4 uny K Tede ¢ TaKOI0 PagoCThI0, C BOCTOPTOM AYILIEBHBLIM, U
BOPYT BCIO pafiloCTh CepAlia, BECh 9TOT BOCTOPT S AOJI2KeH OBbIJI OTKPHIThH, OapaxTasiCh
IIOIIepeK KpoBaTH, TeEPsSSA JOCTOUHCTBO... THl IIOHUMAaellb, ApKallla, IpOoaosiKal
Bacs nmosnycmesich, Beib 3TO OBIJIO B KOMUYECKOM BHUE: HY, @ 1 HEKOTOPHEIM 06pa3oM
He IIpuHapjexan cebe B 9Ty MUHYTY. f 7Ke He MOT YHUXKATh 3TOTO0 fena... BoT elie
0 THI CIPOCUJI MEHSI: KaK 30ByT? BOT KIsTHYCh, CKOpel youn ObI MeHsI, a 51 Obl TeOe
He OTBETUII.

IIa, Bacs, 4To XKe ThI MoJT4asn! ga Thl ObI MHE BCE paHbllle cKa3aJl, s OBl U He cTall
aauTh, 3aKkprudasn Apkanui MIBaHOBUY B UICTUHHOM OTYasHUU.

Hy, rmonHo Xke, 11osiHo! s Bedb Tak 3TO... Beob TH 3HaeEIllb, OTYEro 3TO BCE, OTTOTO,
4TO ¥ MeHs foOpoe cepalie. BoT MHe U JocagHO, YTO S He MOT CKa3aTh Tebe, Kak
x0TeJ1, oOpagoBaTh, IPUHECTh YOOBOJILCTBHE, PaCcCKa3aTh XOPOIIIO, IIPUIUYHO
MMOCBATUTH TeOs... [IpaBo, Apkaira, s1 Teds Tak m00It0, 94TO, He Oynb TeOs, s OHI,
MHe KaXKeTCsI, U He XKeHUJICS, [Ja U He KUJ Obl Ha CBeTe coBCeM!

Apkapuii UBaHOBUY, KOTOPBIN HEOOLIKHOBEHHO OBIJI UYBCTBUTEJIEH, K CMESIJICS, U
I1akKaj, ciaymast Bacio. Bacst Toxxe. O6a cHOBa OpOCUNTHUCEH B OOBSATHS U I103a0LBITH O
OBIBIIIEM.

Kak ke, Kak ke 3T0? pacCKaxu MHe Bc€, Bacs! 4, 6paT, u3BUHU MeHSs, I IOPaXKeH,
COBCEeM ITopazkeH; BOT TOUHO I'POMOM cpa3uio, ei-6ory! [la HeT XKe, OpaT, HET, ThI
BRIDYMaJsl, er-00ry, BEIIyMas, Thl HaBpas! 3akpuyan ApkKaauii UBaHOBUY U JaxKe C
HeIloeIbHEIM COMHEHMEM B3TJISIHYII B IULI0 Bacu, HO, BUA B HeM OJiecTsliee
NIOATBEPXKIEHNE HEIIPEMEHHOT0 HaMePEeHUsI JKeHUTHCS KaK MOXKHO CKOopee,
Opocuscs B IOCTEJIb U Hadajl KyBEHIPKAThCS B HEM OT BOCTOPra, TakK UYTO CTEHHI
OpOZKaJu.

Bacs, cagucse croga! 3akpuyal OH, YCEBIIINMCh HAKOHEI] Ha KPpOBaTH.

Yk s1, 6paTell, IpaBo, He 3Hal0, KaK U HadaTh, ¢ 4ero! O6a B paZoCTHOM BOJIHEHUU
CMOTpeNu Apyr Ha apyra.

Kto oHa, Bacsa?

AptembeBrl!.. mpousHec Bacst paccnabieHHBIM OT CYACTUS TOJIOCOM.
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Hert?

Hy, ma s1 TeGe yiu mpoxyzkKkaJjl 00 HUX, IIOTOM 3aMOJIK, @ Thl HU4Yero u He
mpuMmeTus. AX, Apkaliia, 4ero CTOMJIO MHe CKPHIBATh OT TeOs; ma 6osincs, 60sics
roBoputh! JIymars, 4To BCE pacCTPOUTCS, a 1 BeOb BiIioOneH, Apkaria! boxe Mo,
603ke Moii! Bumumis 11, BOT KaKasi UCTOPUSI, HadyaJl OH, 6eCIIpephIBHO
OCTaHaB/IMBAsICh OT BOJIHEHUS, Y Hel OBLI )KeHUX, ellle IOl Ha3af, [a BOPYT ero
KOMaHOUPOBaJiM KyHa-To; I U 3HaJl ero Takoi, mpaso, 6or ¢ HuM! Hy, BOT OH U He
MUIIEeT coBceM, 3anaj. 2KayT, KAyT; 4TO OBl 9TO 3HAYUJIO?..
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