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Bacs B3s171 Bc€ 9TO 6epezKHO, YyTh [ObIIlIa, pacKaHsJICcsa C MagaM JIlepy, 4TO-TO elle
CKa3saJl, eii oueHb JIlo0e3Hoe U BHIIIE]I U3 MarasuHa.

41 BuBEp, ApKaliia, s poXaeH ObITH BUBEPOM! Kpuuas Bacs, xoxo4da, 3a/TiBasiCh
HECJIBIIIIHBIM, MEJIKMM, HEPBUUYECKHUM CMeX0M U oberasi IpoxX0KuX, KOTOPHIX BCEX
pa3oM mopo3peBall B HeIIpeMEeHHOM IIOKYIIEeHUU U3MATH ero AparoleHHeUInu
Yern4uk!

ITocnymau, Apkaguii, mocayilau! Hadaa OH MUHYTY CIIyCTS, U YTO-TO
TOPKECTBEHHOE, YTO-TO [JOHEb3s II00s1Iee 3a3BeHEsI0 B HaCTPOe ero rojoca.
Apkaguy, g Tak C4aCT/IUB, TaK CYaCT/IUB!..

Bacenbka! KaK si-TO CYACTIIUB, TOTyOUYUK MO¥!

HeT, Apkaiiia, HeT, TBos JTI000Bb KO MHe OecIipefiesibHa, S 3Hal0; HO THl He MOXKeIb
OLyIIaTh ¥ COTOU OOJIU TOT'0, YTO s YyBCTBYIO B 9Ty MUHYTY. Moe ceppalie Tak
II0JIHO, Tak nojiHo! Apkaina! f HemoCTOUH 3TOro cyacTus! 4 CIbIly, 1 YyBCTBYIO
39TO. 3a YTO MHE, TOBOPUJI OH I'OJIOCOM, ITOJIHBIM 3arJIyIIeHHBIX PHIAaHUM, YTO A
cperan Takoe, ckaxu MHe! [TocMOTpH, CKOJIBKO JIIOfEeH, CKOJIBKO CJie3, CKOJIBKO
rOpsi, CKOIbKO OyOHUYHOM XU3HM O0e3 nmpa3gHuka! A s! MeHs m00UT Takast
OeByIIIKa, MeHs... HO THl cCaM ee YBHUOHUIIIb ceiiuac, caM OI[eHHUIIb 3TO GJlaropogHoe
cepaue. ¢ poouiicsa U3 HU3KOTO 3BaHUS, Telleph YMH Y MeHS U He3aBUCUMBIU TOXO[]
JKajoBaHbe. f POOUJICS C TeJIECHBIM HeJOCTaTKOM, 1 KPpUBOOOK HeMHOT0. CMOTPH,
OHa MeH Iomobuia, Kak s ectb. Cerogus KOnmuan MacTakoBUY OBIJT TAKOHU
HEeJXHBIM, TAKOU BHUMAaTEIbHBIM, TAKOU BEKJIUBBIM; OH CO MHOIO PEOKO I'OBOPHUT;
nmomorten: Hy, uto, Bacs (e#-6ory, Tak-Taku Bacel 1 Ha3Ball), KyTUTh ITIOWOEIIb HA
npas3gHukax, a? (Cam cmeeTcs.)

Tak u Tak, roBOpIO, Ballle IIPEBOCXOOUTENLCTBO, AEJI0 eCTh, a TYT Ke 000OPHUIICS U
TOBOPIO: U IIOBECEJIIOCh, MOKET OBITh, Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTEIILCTBO, ei-60Ty, cCKa3aJl.
OH MHe TYT HOeHer [aj, IIOTOM ellle CKa3aJjl MHe [iBa cjioBa. £, OpaT, 3amjakarll,
eln-00ry, ClIe3hsl IIPOIIU0JIIH, a OH TOXKe, KaXKeTCsI, TPOHYT ObLJI, ITOTperias MeHs 110
mjieuvy ga roBoput: YyBcTByU, Bacsi, 4yBCTBYyH Bcerfa Tak, KaK Telepb 3TO
YyBCTBYEIllb...

Bacs 3aMo0siK Ha MrHOBeHMe. ApKaaui UBaHOBUY OTBEPHYJICS U TOXKE OTEP
KYyJIaKOM CJIE3UHKY.

U emne, eme... mpopoimkan Bacs. f HuKormga erle He ToBopunl Tebe 3Toro,
Apxkanwii... Apkanuii! Tl TaK CUaCTIUBUIIL MeHS OPYyKO0# cBoero, 6e3 Tebs s1 Obl
He XXWJI Ha CBeTe, HeT, HeT, He TOBOpU Hu4Yero, Apkara! Jlaii MHe mmoxkaTh Tebe
PYKY, Oa# mo...6/maro...map...uTh Tebs!.. Bacs onsiTh He TOKOHYMUII.

Apxkanuii UBaHOBUY XOTeJ IPsiMO OpocuThCcst Bace Ha 11110, HO TaK KakK OHU
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IIepexOonuyIiv yIuLy U II04YTH Haf ylIaMU UX Pa3fajioch BU3IJIMBOE Naab-llaab-rianu!
TO 00a, UCITyTaHHbLIe U B3BOJTHOBAHHEIE, fobOexkanu 6eromM go TpoTyapa. ApKagui
HBaHoBUY OBl maxe pap Tomy. OH U3BMHUI U3NUAHKE OmarogapHocTu Bacu pa3se
TOJIBKO MCKJIIOUUTETbHOCTHIO HaCTOAIe MUHYTE. CaMoOMYy Ke eMy OBIJIO oCagHOo.
OH 4yyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH OO CUX IIOP TakK MaJio chenan ajnasa Bacu! EMy maxe CTBIOHO
cTasno 3a cebs, Korma Bacst Hauan 61aromapuTh ero 3a TaKyio MajocTs! Ho ermre
Lienas XKWU3Hb OblyIa Briepenu, U Apkaauii iBaHOBUY B3[IOXHYJI CBOOOIHEE...
PemutenvHo, uX COBCeM nepecTtanu XaaTh! [loKa3aTeIbCTBO UTO YK CHULOENIU 3a
yaeM! A IpaBO, HHOI'a cTap-4yejioBeK IIPO30pJiuBee MOJIOLEXKHU, Aa ellle KaKou
mononexku! Benb JIn3aHbKa-TO Ipecepbe3Ho yBepsijia, 4YTo He OymeT; He OymOerT,
MaMeHbKa; YK cepflle YyBCTBYeT, YTO He Oy[eT; a MaMeHbKa BCE TOBOPHUJIA, YTO €€
cepalie, HAIIPOTUB, YyBCTBYET, YTO HEIIpeMeHHO Oy[eT, YTO He YCUOUT, YTO
MpuOERKUT, YTO U 3aHATUHN-TO CIIyKeOHBIX Tellepb HET Y Hero, 4To u nox HoBhIN-TO
ropn! JImzaHbKa, ¥ OTBOPASA, He XKAajla COBCEM I'la3aM He Bepusa, ¥ BCTpeTUsa ux
3ambIXaBIINCh, C 3a0UBIINMCS BHE3AITHO CEPAEYKOM, KaK y IMOMMaHHOM IITAlIKH,
BCS 3aaJjieB, 3apyMsHUBIINUCH, CJIOBHO BUIIIEHKA, HA KOTOPYIO OHA Y2KaCHO Kak
noxonuia. boxe Mo, KaKOu CIOpnpu3! Kakoe pagoCTHOE ax! BEIJIETENIO U3 ee
ryook! O6manmuk! I'ony6uuk T MOM! BCKpu4dasa oHa, 00BuB I1eio Bacu... Ho
IpeacTaBbTe BCE YOUBJIIEHUE €€, BECh ee CThI[ BHe3allHBIN: IIPSAMO 3a Bacell, Kak
OyATo Kejast CIPSTaAaThCSA C3aM €T, CTOSIJI, HEMHOI'O IIOTEPSABIINCH, ApKamuii
WBaHoBMY. HyKHO IIPHU3HATHCS, YTO OH OBLJI HEJIOBOK C JKEHIIIMHAMM, JaKe O4YeHb
HEJIOBOK, JaxXe OOHaXAbl CIIy4YuJIOCh, 4TO... Ho 3T0 moToM. OgHAKO XK BOUOUTE U B
ero I0JIOKEeHUe: CMEIIHOI0 TYT HEeT HUYero; OH CTOUT B IIepeJHel, B KaJlollax, B
IIMHEeJN, B YIIaTOM LIalKe, KOTOPYIO IOCIIENINI ObIJIO CAePHYTh, BECh
nmpebe300pa3Ho 0OMOTAHHBIN XKEJITHIM BI3aHLIM IIPECKBEPHBIM ITapdoM, elre mis
6omnbirero agdeKkTa 3aBI3aHHBIM C3au. Bcé 3TO HY>KHO pacIyTaTbh, CHITD
IIOCKOpPee, IIPeACTaBUThLCSA B O0Jiee BEITOOHOM BHUIE, IIOTOMY UYTO HET UYeJIOBeKa,
KOTOPHBIM He XKejajl Okl IpeIcTaBUTLCA B 00Jjiee BHITOOHOM Bupme. A TyT Bacs,
OOCAOHBINM, HECHOCHBIN, XOTSI, BOIPOUYEeM, KOHEYHO, TOT K€ MUJIBIHM, JOOpenImi
Bacsi, HO, HaKOHeI], HECHOCHBIN, 6e32kanocTHbIM Bacs! BoT, KpuduuT oH, JIu3aHbKa,
BOT TeOe mou Apkanuii! KakoB? BoT Mo ny4minit gopyr, oOOHUMU ero, IIoLenyH ero,
JIluzaHbKa, Haneperq IoLeslyy, y3Haellb [I0OTOM JIydllle, caMa pacleyells... Hy 4T1o?
HY 4TO, 51 CITpallIuBalo, ObLI0 AenaTh ApkKanuio MiBaHOBUYY? A OH ellle pa3MoTall
Bcero nooBUHY IIapda! [IpaBo, MHe maKe UHOTMa COBECTHO 3a U3JIUIIHIO
BOCTOPZKEHHOCTh Bacu; oHa, KOHEYHO, 03HauaeT JoOpoe ceplie, HO... HEJIOBKO,
HexopoIIo!

Haxkonei1r o6a Bomuu. Ctapylika Obljla HeCKa3aHHO paZa I03HAaKOMUTHCS C
Apkanvem MBaHOBHYEM; OHa TaK MHOI'O CIBIIlIana, OHa... Ho OHa He mOKOHYUIIA.
PagoctHOe ax!, 3BOHKO pa3faBilleecs B KOMHaTe, OCTaHOBUJIO ee Ha IoJ-ppase.
Boxke mou! JIn3aHbKa CTOs/Ia Iepeq pa3BePHYTHIM HEOXKUOaHHO YEITYUKOM,
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IIPeHaWBHO CJIOKUB CBOU PYUYKHU U yJbIOAsCh, yiIbIOasch Tak... boxke Moii, Ia 3aueM
9T0 Y madame Jlepy He OBLIO eIlle Ty4Illero Yenyuka!

Ax, 60ke MO, ma rae K Bbl HaleTe YeITYHuK JIydIie? DTO yK u3 PyK BoH! ['me xke
BHI CHILIETE NTy4diie? £ roBopio cepbe3Ho! MeHs, HaKOHel], fakKe IPUBOOUT B
HEKOTOpPOe HerofjoBaHue, faxke oropyaeT HEMHOT'O TaKasl HebGarogapHOCTh
BIt0OIeHHBIX. Hy, mocMoTpuTe caMu, TOCIIOfa, IIOCMOTPUTE, YTO MOXKET OBITh
JIydille 3TOro amyp4dyuka-yenyuka! Hy, B3risguuTte... Ho HeT, HET, MOU II€HU
HaIlpacHBI; OHU y’Ke COTJIaCUJIUCh BCE CO MHOIO; 9TO OBIJIO MUHYTHOE 3a0/IyKIeHuUe,
TyMaH, TOpsiyKa 4yBCTBa; 1 TOTOB UM IIPOCTUTE... [la 3aTO IOCMOTPUTE... BBl YK
U3BUHUTE, TOCIIOAA, S BCE 00 9TOM YeIllYuKe: TIOJIEBBIM, TerOHbKUM, IITUPOKas
cepu30Bas JIeHTa, IOKPHITas KPyKeBOM, UAeT MeXy TyJIbelo U PIOLIeM U C3agu
IBe JIEHTHI, IIMPOKUeE, IJIUHHBIE; OHU OyOyT NmagaTh HEMHOI'O HUXKe 3aThUIKa, Ha
mex. ..
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