CoObIiTHE

YTpo. CKBO3b JIbASIHBIE KPY2KeBa, IOKPHIBaloIie OKOHHbLIE CTEKJIa, TPOOUBAETCS B
OETCKYIO SIPKUM COTHEYHBIN CBeT. BaHsl, MaJlbyuK JIET IIECTU, CTPUXKEHBIH, C
HOCOM, IOXOXKUM Ha NYTrOoBUILly, ¥ ero cectpa HuHa, yeThpexJieTHAS O0eBOYKa,
KyapsiBas, IIyxJIeHbKasi, Majlopociias He I10 JIeTaM, IIPOCHIIalTCsa U Yepe3 pelleTKn
KPOBATOK TJIAOAT CEPAUTO APYT Ha Oapyra.

V-y-y, 6eccThIHUKY! BOPUUT HSIHbKA. [J0OpHIe JTI0au YK Yalo HAITUBIINUCH, @ BB
HUKaK I'Jjla3 He IIpojepere...

ConHeYHbIE JIyYH BeCeJlo LIaasiT Ha KOBpe, Ha CTeHaX, Ha IofoJie HAHbKU U KaK OBl
[IpUTJlallaloT IOUTrpaTh C HUMU, HO OeTH He 3aMeyvaroT ux. OHU IPOCHYJIUCH He B
nyxe. HuHa HapmyBaeT ryObl, fiejlaeT KUCJIOe JIUII0 U HauMHaeT TAHYTh:

Ya-aw! Haubka, ya-ar!

Banst mopmuT 5100 ¥ myMaeT: K 4eMy ObI ITpuapaThCcs, 4To0 3apeBeTh? OH yXK
3aMopraJi rjiia3aMy U OTKPHIJI POT, HO B 3TO BpeMs U3 T'OCTUHOU JOHOCUTCS I'OJIOC
MaMBl:

He 3a0ynbTe maTh KOIIIKE MOJIOKA, Y Hee Temnepb KOoTsTa!

Bans u HuHa BHITAr“BaOT (GU3MOHOMUYU U C HEJOYMEHUEM TJISIOAT APYT Ha Opyra,
rmotoM o6a pa3oM BCKPUKUBAIOT, IPHITAIOT C KPOBATOK U, OTJlalllasi BO3OYX
MTPOH3UTEIbHLIM BU3TOM, OeTyT 60CUKOM, B OMHUX PyOaIlIOHKaX B KyXHIO.

Koika omenunaces! kpuyaT oHU. KollIKa o1leHuIacsh!

B KyxHe mox ckaMbel CTOUT HeOOJbIIOM SIUK, TOT CaMbI#, B KOoTopoM CTeraH
TacKaeT KOKC, KOTra TOIIUT KaMUH. V3 aliuKa BHEIJIAOBIBAET Kollika. Ee cepas
poXKuIila BeIpaXkaeT KpalHee YTOMJIEHUE, 3eJIeHbIe I'Jla3a C Y3KUMU YePHBIMU
3pavyKaMy I'JIAOaT TOMHO, CEHTUMEHTAIbHO... [10 poXxke BUOHO, YTO AJIS IIOJIHOTEL €€
CUYacCThs He XBaTaeT TOJILKO IIPUCYTCTBUA B SAILIUKE €ro, OTila ee geTe, KOTOpoMy
OoHa Tak 6e33aBeTHO oTHasiachk! XoueT oHa IIPOMAYKaTh, IIUPOKO PAaCKPhLIBAET POT,
HO U3 ropJjia ee BBIXOOUT OJHO TOJIBKO CUIleHbe... CIIBIIIUTCA TUCK KOTAT.

IleTu cagsaTcsa Ha KOPTOYKU Iepeq SIIUKOM U, He IIeBeJISACh, IPUTAUB ObIXaHue,
TISA0AT Ha KOWIKY... OHM yOUBJIEHE!, IOPaXKeHEl U He CJIBIIIAT, KaK BOPUYUT
IOTHABIIAsICS 3a HUMM HSHbKaA. B rimasax o60ux CBETUTCS caMasi UCKPEeHHSIS
pPanocCTh.

B BocniuTaHuY U B XKU3HU [eTelU NOMalllHVe XUBOTHLIE UT'PAOT €1Ba 3aMeTHYIO0, HO
HECOMHEHHO 671aroTBOPHYIO poib. KTO 13 Hac He IOMHHUT CUJIbHEBIX, HO
BEJIUKOIYIUIHBIX IICOB, JapMO€eI0K-O00JI0HOK, IITHI], YMUPABIINX B HEBOJIE,
TYIIOYMHBIX, HO HQIMEHHBIX UHIIOKOB, KDOTKUX CTApyX-KOIIeK, IIPOIIaBIINX HaM,
Korfa MBI pagu 3abaBbl HAaCTyIIajlM UM Ha XBOCTHI U IPUYUHSIIIM UM MyUYUTEJIbHYIO
60716? MHe faxke MHOTOA KaXKeTCs, YTO TePIIeHUe, BEPHOCTh, BCETIPOIIleHIEe U
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UCKPEHHOCTh, KaKVe IPUCYIIY HalllUM JOMAIIIHUM TBapsM, OJeUCTBYIOT Ha YM
pebeHKa ropa3fo CUJibHee U IIOJI0XKUTEeNbHEe, YeM OJIMHHBIE HOTAIIUK CYXOT'0 U
6nepuoro Kapna KapsoBuda iy ke TyMaHHBIE Pa3rjiarojibCTBOBaHUSA
r'yBepPHAHTKH, CTapalollelics foKa3aTh pedsiTaM, YTO BOga COCTOUT M3 KUCJIOpoHa u
BOIOpPOLA.

Kakue manenbkue! ropoput HuHa, menas 6oblirre rjia3a U 3aJIUBasiCh BECEIBIM
cMmexoM. IToxoxku Ha MEIIOB!

Pas, mBa, Tpu... cuutaet Baus. Tpu KoTeHKa. 3HAYUT, MHE OOHOTO, TeOe OMHOTO U
ele KoMy-HuOyOb OIHOTO.

MypppM... MypppM... MypJIbl4eT POXKEeHUIla, IIOJIbllleHHass BHUMaHueM. MypppMm.
HarmnsipgeBmiuchk Ha KOTAT, eTU O0epyT UX U3-TIOJ KOIIKY M HaYWHAIOT MATh B PyKax,
IIOTOM, He YIOBI€TBOPHUBIIMNCEH 3TUM, KJIaAyT UX B IIOA0JIEI pyOax u 6eryT B
KOMHATHI.

Mawma, KoOIlIKa OIlleHuJIach! KpruyaT OHH.

MaTs CUOUT B TOCTUHOU C KAKMM-TO HE3HAKOMBIM I'OCIIOOWHOM. YBUIEB ETEN,
HEYMBITHIX, HEOETHIX, C 3afpaHHBIMU BBEPX IIOL0OJIaMU, OHa KOH(MY3UTCS U OelaeT
CTpOTHe rja3sa.

Onyctute pybaxu, 6eccTeigHUKM! TOBOPUT OHa. [loguTe oTCiofa, a TO s Bac
HaKaxy.

Ho petu He 3aMedalrOT HU yIrpo3 MaTepU, HU IIPUCYTCTBUS 4yzKOI'0 4yesioBeKa. OHU
KJIanyT KOTSAT Ha KOBeP U IOOHUMAOT OTJIyIIUTEIbHBIU BU3r. OKOJIO HUX XOOUT
poXKeHUuIlla U yMoJIgwlle MaykaeT. Korga, HeMHOTO IIOrofs, OeTeu TaliaT B
OEeTCKYI0, OLeBal0T UX, CTaBAT Ha MOJIUTBY U IIOAT YaeM, OHU IIOJIHBEL CTPACTHOT O
XKeJlaHUs IIOCKOpee OTHeslaThbCs OT 3TUX IPO3anudeCKUX IIOBUHHOCTEU U OIIATH
06exkaTh B KyXHIO.

OOBIYHBIE 3AHATUS U UTPHl YXOOSIT Ha CaMbIM 3aJHUM IIJIaH.

KoTtsiTa cBOMM IOsSIBIEHMEM Ha CBET 3aTEMHSIOT BCE U BHICTYIIAIOT KaK JKUBas
HOBOCTH ¥ 3j100a mHs. Ecnu 661 Bane unu HuHe 3a KaXX0ro KOTeHKa IIPeII0XKUIN
o IyAy KOH(QEeT UIU II0 ThICSiYe TPUBEHHUKOB, TO OHU OTBEPTJIU OBl TaKyI0 MEHY
06e3 marnenmiero konebanus. [Io camoro o6ea, HECMOTPS Ha TOPSYHe ITPOTECTHI
HSIHBKY U KyXapKU, OHU CUIOAT B KYXHe OKOJIO SINKa U BO3ATCS C KOTATaMu. Jluia
WX Cepbe3HEBl, COCPENOTOYEHEl U BhIpaxkKaioT 3a60Ty. X TPEBOXKUT He TOJIBKO
HacTosilee, HO u Oynyiiee KOTAT. OHU MMOPELINIIN, YTO OOUH KOTEHOK OCTaHETCS
IoMa IIpU CTapo KOIIKe, YTOOHI yTelllaTh CBOIO MaTh, APYroi ImoefgeT Ha gauy,
TpeTtuy OymeT XKUTh B morpede, rme o4eHb MHOT'O KPHIC.

Ho oTtyero oHu He rnagat? HegoyMeBaeT HuHa. Y HUX riia3a cienble, KakK Y HUIIUX.
W BaHio 6ecriokouT 3TOT Bonpoc. OH 6epeTcsi OTKPHITh OMHOMY KOTEHKY TJjia3a,
IOOJITO IBIXTUT U COIIUT, HO Ollepaliiis ero ocraeTcs 6e3ycrenrHoi. Hemarso Takxke
OECIIOKOUT U TO OOCTOSITENILCTBO, YTO KOTSITA YIIOPHO OTKA3bIBAIOTCS OT
mpenjiaraeMbBIX UM Msica U MOJIOKa. Bce, 4To KinagmeTcs nmepern uX MOpaoYKaMy,
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CchbeflaeTCsl Cepou MaMalllen.

IlaBait TOCTPOUM KOTsSITaM OOMUKHU, IpemyaraeT Baus. OHu OyOyT KUTH B pa3HBIX
momax, a KoIllka OyfeT K HUM B TOCTU XOOUTh...

B pa3HBIX yriax KyXHU CTaBATCSA KAPTOHKU U3-II0[ LJIAN. B HUX ITOCENSaTCs
KoTsaTa. Ho TakKoU ceMenHBIN pa3fesl OKa3bklBaeTCs peXkKaeBPEMEHHBIM: KOIIIKa,
CoxXpaHssd Ha POXKHUIle YMOJISIOIlee U CEHTUMEeHTaJIbHOe BhIpaxkKeHue, 00XOOUT BCe
KapTOHKU U CHOCUT CBOUX IeTel Ha IIpeXHee MecCTo.

Komka nxHsasa MaTh, 3aMedaeT BaHs, a KTo oTel?

Ia, KkTo oTen? moBTOpsieT HuHa.

Bes oTiia UM Henb34.

Bans u HuHa gosnro peiraioT, KOMYy OBITh OTIIOM KOTST, U B KOHIIe KOHIIOB BEIOOD MX
rnajaeT Ha O0JbIITYI0 TEMHO-KPACHYIO JIOLIab C OTOPBAHHBIM XBOCTOM, KOTOpas
BaJIsieTCA B KJIaAOBOU I10[ JIECTHULIEN ¥ BMeCTe C OPYTUM UT'DYILIEYHBIM XJIaMOM
OOXKUBaeT CBOU BeK. Ee TamiaTt U3 Kj1aloBOU U CTaBAT OKOJIO ALIVKA.

CMmoTpu xke! rpo3aT ei. CTOU TYT U T'ISAOU, YTOOBI OHU BelUu Cce0sT MPUIUYHO.

Bcé 9TO roBOpUTCS U IIPOAESIBIBAETCS CEPbe3HENIINM 060pa3oM U C BEIpakKeHUueM
3abo0THI Ha nmuite. KpoMme simmuka ¢ KoTssTamMu, BaHst 1 HuHa He XOTSAT 3HATh
HUKAKOT0 Apyroro Mupa. PagocTts ux He nMeert npepnesnos. Ho npuxogurcs
repeXxuBaTh U TAXKeJIble, My4YUTeJIbHble MUHYTHL.

[Tepen cambiM 00emoM BaHs cupuT B KabMHETe OTIla U MedTaTeIbHO TJIAOUT Ha
ctosi. OKoJI0 JTaMIIbl Ha repOoBol OyMare BopodaeTcsi KOTeHOK. BaHs ciequT 3a ero
OBUXKEHUSIMU U TEIYET eMy B MOPAOYKY TO KapaHOallloM, TO CIIUYKOU... Bopyr,
TOYHO U3 3€MJIU BEIPOCIINU, OKOJIO CTOJIa IIOABJISAETCS OTell.

OTO YTO TaKOe? CJIBIIIUT BaHsa CepauThIid rojIoc.

9TO... 9TO KOTEHOK, I1ala...

BoT 51 TebGe mokaxy KoTeHouKka! [lornsimu, 4To THI HaJenasl, HeTOOHBIM MallbuuIKa!
ThI Yy MeHs BCIO OymMary ucravkait!

K BenukoMy ynusrieHUIO0 BaHu, mmamna He pa3fesigeT ero CUMIIaTUU K KOTSATaM U,
BMECTO TOT'0, YTOO IMPUNUTU B BOCXUIIleHHEe U 00pajioBaThCsI, OH AepraeT BaHio 3a
YXO U KPUYUT:

CremnaHn, y0epu 3Ty ragoCTh!

3a obemom ToxkKe CKaHfall... Bo BpeMs BToporo 0roma obemaroiiye BOPyT CIbIIIAT
nuck. HaunHawT HOMCKUBATHCS IPUYUHLL U HaxonAT y HuHbI o papTydykoM
KOTEHKa.

Hwunka, BoH u3-3a crtosna! cepgurcs otell. CHio JKe MUHYTY BHIOPOCUTH KOTST B
momMouKky! YTob 3TOM raJjoCcTH He OBIJIO B moMe!..

Bans u HuHa B yxkace. CMepTh B IIOMOKKE, IIOMUMO CBOEU XKECTOKOCTU, TPO3UT
ele OTHATH Y KOIIKYU U OePEeBSIHHOU JIOIaaAu UX OeTel, OIYCTOIIUTD SAIIUK,
pa3pyLIuTh IJIaHBl OyOYIIero, TOro IpeKpacHoro OyoyIiiero, Korma OouH KOT OymeT
yTellaTh CBOIO CTapyXy-MaTh, OPYTIOM XKUTh Ha Jade, TPEeTUH JIOBUTH KPHIC B
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norpe6e... [JleTu HAYMHAIOT IIJIaKaTh U YMOJISATh MOIIAAUTh KOTAT. OTels
corjlalllaeTcsi, HO C YCJIOBUEM, YTOOBI IeTU He CMeJIU XOOUTh B KyXHIO ¥ TPOTaTh
KOTHAT.

ITocne ob6ema Banst 1 HuHa CIOHSIOTCS IO BCEM KOMHATaM M TOMSITCS. 3alpellneHue
XOOUTH B KyXHIO IIOBEPIJIO UX B YHEIHME. OHU OTKa3bIBAIOTCS OT CJIafOCTeN,
KaIpu3HUYaloT U Irpy0saT MaTepu. Korma BeduepoM npuxonut gsaas [leTpyiia, oHA
OTBOZISAT €r0 B CTOPOHY U KaJIYIOTCSI €My Ha OTIla, KOTOPBIN X0TeJl 6pPOCUTh KOTAT B
IIOMOWUKY.

Isns TleTpyllia, IPOCSAT OHU [ASAMI0, CKaXXX MaMe, YTOOBI KOTST B IETCKYIO
nocraBunu. Cka-a-xu!

Hy, Hy... xXopouio! otMaxuBaeTcs OT HUX OAn0s. JlagHo.

Isps IMeTpylila MpuXoauT OOLIKHOBEHHO He oguH. C HUM siBisieTcst u Hepo,
OOJILIIION YEePHBIN ITeC JAaTCKOM MOPOMBI, C OTBUCIILIMU yIIIaMHU 1 C XBOCTOM,
TBEPOBIM, KaK IlajKa. TOT IIeC MOJIYaIiB, MpaydeH U II0JIOH YYBCTBa COOCTBEHHOTO
mocTomHCTBa. Ha meTeill oH He oOpalllaeT HU MaJielllero BHUMaHUA U, 1arasi MUMO
HUX, CTY4YUT 10 HUM CBOUM XBOCTOM, KakK II0 CTy/IbsAM. [leT¥ HeHaBUIOAT er0o BCeu
OYILIOM, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 IIpaKTUuYecKue coobpaxkeHus 6epyT y HUX BepX Hafl
YyBCTBOM.

3Haemrs uyTo, Huua? roBoput Baus, gesnas Oomnblliue Tjia3a. BMecTo nomagu myCcTh
Hepo 6ymeT otmom! Jlomagk moxiiasi, a BeIb OH KUBOU.

Becw Beuep OHU KOYT TOTO BpeMeHH, KOrfa Iiarna yCAOeTCSA UrpaTh B BUHT U MOXKHO
OyneT He3aMeTHO IpoBecTu Hepo B KyxHIo... BoT, HaKOHeI], 11alia CaguTCs 3a
KapTel, MaMa XJIOIIOYeT 3a cCaMOBapoOM U He BUOUT feTel... HacTynaeT cuacTIUBLIU
MOMEHT.

I[TonpgeMm! mennyet BaHsa cecTpe.

Ho B aT0 Bpems Bxogut CTenaH U CO CMEXOM OOBSIBIISIET:

Bapeiasa, Hepa KoTaT crenal

Hunua 1 Baus 61emHEIOT U ¢ y2KacoM IissasaT Ha CTelaHa.

Ei#t-60ory-c... cmeeTcs nmakei. [Tomoriia K SIMIUKY ¥ COXKpaia.

IleTsaM KaxKeTcsl, 4TO BCe JIIOOU, CKOJIBKO UX €CTh B [JOMe, BCIIOJIOLIATCS U
HabpocsTcs Ha 3nmomess Hepo. Ho miogu cUOSAT ITOKOMHO Ha CBOUX MeCTaX U TOJILKO
VOUBISIOTCS alllIeTUTY T'poMafHoM cobaku. [Tana u MmaMa cMetoTcs... Hepo xogur y
CTOJIa, IOMaxXuBaeT XBOCTOM U CaMOAOBOJIbHO 00/iu3kiBaeTcs... OOecriokoeHa ogHa
TOJIBKO KOIIIKa. BEITSIHYB CBOU XBOCT, OHa XOOUT I10 KOMHATaM, IIOLO3PUTEIILHO
MOTJIIABIBAET Ha JIIofel U KaJlobHO MsIyKaerT.

Hetu, yxke gecateid 4ac! [lopa cniaTe! KpuyuT Mama.

Bans u HuHa yoxkaTcs criaTh, IjIadyyT U OOJITO OyMaloT 00 00UKEeHHOM KOIIIKe U
JKeCTOKOM, HarjoM, HeHaka3aHHOM Hepo.
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