Co1oBen

B KuTae, Kak Thl, HABepHOe, 3Haelllb, 1 CaM UMIIePaToOp KUTaell, U BCe eTo
IOoOnaHHbIe KUTAUIIHI.

IlaBHBIM-OABHO 3TO OBIJIO, HO IOTOMY-TO ¥ CTOUT pPacCKa3aTh 9Ty UCTOPHUIO, TTOKA
OHa ellle He CoOBceM I03albITa.

Bo BceM Mupe He HaAIIOCh OBl OBOPIIA JIy4Ille, YeM Y KUTAaUCKOro uMmiieparopa. OH
BeCh OBIJT U3 AparoueHHoro ¢papdopa, TaKOro TOHKOTO U XPYIIKOT0, YTO U
OOTPOHYTHCS CTPAIIHO. B camly pocnu OIMKOBUHHBIE IIBETHI, ¥ K CAMbIM JTYYIIIUM U3
HUX OBIJIM ITPUBSI3aHbI cepebpsiHble KOJTOKOMbYUKU. OHU 3BEHENIU, YTOOB HUKTO He
ITPOIIIEeNI MUMO, HE 3aMETUB IIBETOB. BOT KaK XUTpPO OBIJIO IPUAYyMaHO!

Cap TssHyJICSI majieKo-fajeKo, TaK Jajieko, YTO U caM CaJlOBHUK He 3HaJl, THe OH
KOHYaeTCsi. 3a cajioM ObIJT YyOeCHBIN JIeC C BLICOKMMY IePEeBbIMU U TITyOOKUMU
o3epaMu, ¥ JOXOMOUJI OH 0 CAaMOT0 CUHEro Mops. Bonbiue Kopabiau MOTIH
3aIUIbIBAaTh IPSIMO IO BETBU, ¥ 30ECh, y caMoro 6epera Mopsi, KuJI CoJjioBel. [1en
OH TaK JWBHO, YTO €ro 3acyIInBaJCcs maxe OeOHBIN phi0aK, Y KOTOPOTO u 6e3 TOTro
meJst XxBaTaulo.

Co BCcex KOHIIOB CBeTa IIpue3zKajid B CTOJIUIYy UMIepaTopa IIyTellleCTBEHHUKY; BCe
OHU OUBUJINCH OBOPLY U cafy, HO, YCIIBIIIAB COJIOBbs, TOBOPUIIN: «BOT 3TO ny4lre
Bcero!» BepHyBIINCH JOMOM, OHU pacCKa3biBalu 00 YBUAEHHOM. Y4YeHbIe
OITKCHIBA/JIX B KHUTaX CTOJIMILY, OBOPEL] U caf uMIepaTopa ¥ HUKOTra He 3a0bIBaiu
0 COJIOBbE — €r0 XBaJIUJIu OCOOEHHO; MO3THL Cllarajlyu YygeCHBIe CTUXU O COJIOBbE,
JKUBYIIIEM B JIeCy Y CUHETO MOPHA.

Kuuru pacxomusauch 1o BCeMy CBETY, ¥ HEKOTOPHIE [OIIIIK 0 CaMOT'0 UMIIepaTopa.
OH cupen B CBOEM 30JI0TOM Kpeciie, YUTal U KaXKXOyl0 MUHYTY KUBaJI TOJIOBOM —
OYeHb YK NPUSATHO OBIJIO YUTATh MOXBAJILI CBOEH CTOJIHIIE, ABOPLY U camy. «Ho
COJIOBEM IydIlle BCero!» — CTOSJIO B KHUTE.

— Kak! — ckasan umnepartop. — YTo 3a conoBeun? Hudero o TakoM He 3Haro!
HeyTO B Moel uMIiepuu, 1 gaxke B MOeM COOCTBEHHOM cafly, eCTb TaKas ITHUlla, a
s1 0 HeU HU4ero He ciblixai? M BOT IPUXOOUTCS BHIYUTHIBATH TAKOE U3 KHUT!

W oH mocnan 3a CBOUM HEPBLIM MUHUCTPOM. TOT OBLI TAKOM BazKHBIM, YTO €CIIU
KTO-HMOYyOb YMHOM IIOHMIKE OCMEJIMBAJICSI 3aTrOBOPUTH C HUM UJIU CIIPOCUTBH O
4yeM-1u00, OH OTBeYas TONbKO: «[1!» — 4TO pOBHO HUYEro He 3HAUUT.
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— T'oBOpAT, y HAC eCTh 3aMedaTelbHas IITULlA II0 UMEHU COJIOBEH, — CKa3all
uMmIepaTtop. — ['0BOpSAT, NTydille ee HET HUYEr0o B MOeM rocygapcrtse. [louemy MHe
HU pa3y 0 He’ He JOoKJiadblBajiu?

— Huxkorma He cibIXaja TaKOTO UMEHH, — CKal3aJl MUHUCTP. — HaBepHoe, oHa He
Oblsla MpeAcTaBiieHa KO OBOPY!..

— 2Kemaio, 4TOOBI OHA SIBUJIAaCh BO OBOPEITl U II€jla IIpeno MHOU CEerofHS XKe
Be‘-IepOM! — CKa3aJl UMIIepaTop. — Bechb cBeT 3HaeT, 4TO Y MeH4d eCTb, a 4 HeE 3Hato!

— Hukorpma He cibixasl TakKOro UMEeHU! — IMOBTOPUJI MUHUCTP. — byieM UCKaTh,
pa3sigeM!

A roe ee pa3blienib?

MuHucTp Oeras BBEPX U BHU3 10 JIECTHUIIAM, II0 3ajJlaM M KOpuaopaM, HO HUKTO U3
ITPUABOPHLIX, K KOTOPHEIM OH OOpalliajicsi, HU4ero He CIIbIXajl O COJIOBhbe. Toraa
MUHUCTP CHOBa IpubexkKas K UMIIepaToOpy U 3asiBUJI, YTO COUYUHUTEIIN, BEPHO,
pacckas3bIBalOT CKa3KMU.

— Baie umnepaTtopckoe BennuecTBo! He BepsTe BceMy, UTO NUIIYT B KHUTrax! Bce
9TO OOHU BHIOYMKM, TaK CKa3aThb, YepHas Marus!

— Ho Bemb KHUTQ, B KOTOPO# g IPOYEJI O COJIOBLE, IIPUCIIaHa MHe
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBEIM UMIIEpaTOPOM SANoHUY, B Hel He MOXKeT OBITh HenpaBasl! Xouy
CTBIIATE COJIOBBs! OH AoIKeH ObITh 30ecCh cerongHs BeuepoM! OOBABISAI0 €My Moe
BEICOYaliee 6iaroBosieHue! A ecnu ero He OyIeT, BeChb ABOD, KaK OTyKHUHaeT,
OymeT OMT majKaMu II0 JKUBOTY!

— LI3uH-tie! — ckasan HepBbeI MWHHUCTP U CHOBa 3aberain BBEPX WU BHHU3 II0
JIECTHHUIIAaM, II0 3ajlaM 1M KOpuagopaM, a C HUM BMeCTe 3aberajsa ¥ IMOJIOBHHA
IIPUOBOPHBIX — YK 0O0JIBHO UM HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOORI UX OMJIN ITaJIKaMH II0 2KUBOTY. U
BCe JIUIIL 00 OOHOM M CIIPpAIIIMBAJIX: YTO 3TO 3a COJIOBEH, KOTOPOTO BECh CBET 3HAET
X TOJIBKO IIPH OBOPE€ HUKTO HE 3HAET.

Hakonerlr Ha KyxHe HallId OOHY OemHY0 meBouKy. OHa cKa3aa:

— l'ocomopu! Kak He 3HaTh COIOBBA! BOT yXK nmoeT-To! MHe 1T03BOJIEHO OTHOCHUTE 110
BeuepaM Moelu OemHoM O0TbHOM MaTyLIIKe OCTaTKM OT obena. 2KMBeT oHa y caMOro
Mops. Y BOT Korga Ha oO0paTHOM IIYTH 51 YCTaHy U IIPUCSIAY OTOOXHYTH B JIeCy,
ClIyIia cosoBbs. Crie3nl TaK U MOTEKYT U3 I'Jla3, a Ha Aylle-TO TaK PaZoCTHO,
CJIOBHO MaTVIlIKa LeyeT MeHs!
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— IleBOouKa, — CKa3aJl MUHUCTP, — 51 3a4YUCIII0 Bac Ha JOIXKHOCTh ITPU KyXHe U
KCXJIOTIOYY BaM ITI03BOJIEHHE ITOCMOTPETH, KaK KyIllaeT UMIIePaTopP, €CIIU BEI
IIpoBefeTe Hac K CooBbi0. OH IIpHUTJIallleH CETOOHS BeYepoM K uMIiepaTopy!

H BoT BCe OTIIPAaBUIINCE B JIEC, B KOTOPOM ZKMHJI conoseu. lllnu oHU, IIJIU, KaK BOPYT
3aMbIdalia KOPOBa.

— O! — cka3zan kamep-toHKep. — BoT oH! Kakas, ogHako, cujia y TaKoro
MaJIeHbKOT0 co3faHus! MHe onpeneneHHO yKe JOBOAUIIOCH CIIBbIIIATh ero!

— Her, 370 KOpoBa MBIYUT! — OTBeYasjia MajieHbKasd KyxapkKa. — A HaM ellle gajleko
ugru!

BoT B Ipyny 3aKBaKallu JIATYIIKU.

— BocxututenpHo! BocxututenbHo! — CKa3al IPUOBOPHBIN CBAIIEHHUK. — Temepsb
s1 ero cneliiny! Tous-B-TOYE Kak MaJjible KOJIOKoJa!

— Her, ato narymku! — oTBedasia MajleHbKas KyXxapka. — Ho Teneps, moxkanyu,
CKOPO YCJIBIIINM U ero!

U BOT 3amen cooBewu.
— BoT oH! — ckasamna gmeBouka. — ChnymanTe! Cnyiiarite! A BOH U OH cam!
U oHa yka3ajia Ha CEPEHbKYIO ITUYKY CpPeOu BETBEMN.

— Bo3MoxkHO nu! — ckasan MUHUCTP. — HuKak He BooOpaxai ero cebe takum! Yk
00JIPHO ITPOCTOBAT Ha BuA! BepHO, OH CTyIIeBasiCs IPU BUOE CTOIBKUX 3HATHBIX
0co00.

— ConoByIlka! — rpoMKO KpPUKHYJIa feBoYKa. — Halll MUIOCTUBHIM UMIIEpPaToOpP
X04eT, YTOOHI Thl eMy cIiesn!

— C BeMyYaullluM yOOBOJIBCTBHEM! — OTBeYaJsl COJIOBEU U 3amell Tak, 4TO
11000-TOPOT0 OBIJIO CIYIIATh.

— CoBCceM KakK CTEeKJITHHBbIE KOJIOKOJIbYUKHU! — CKa3ajll MUHUCTP. — CMOTpPUTE, KaK
OH CTapaeTcs ropablmKoM! ITpoCcTO yOUBUTEIBHO, YTO MBI HE CJIBIIIAIN €r0
panbine! OH OygeT UMeTh OTPOMHBIN yCIIeX IIPU ABOpeE!

— CrieTh ¥ MHE eIlle [IJIsi UMIIepaTopa? — CIIPOCHUI cojioBei. OH myMarl, 4To
UMIIepaTop OBIT TYT.

— Mou HeCcpaBHEHHBIU COJIOBYIIIKa! — CKa3ajl MUHUCTP. — MMelo IPUSATHYIO 4eCTh
MIPUTJIACUTH BaC Ha UMEIOIINM ObITh CErofHs IIPUABOPHLIN ITpa3gHuK. He
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COMHEBAIOCH, YTO BEI O4HApyeTe ero HMIIepaTOpPCKOE BEJIN9YeCTBO CBONM
BOCXUTUTEJIbHBIM ITeHueM!

— MeH4 nTydiie BCero CiymarTh B jlecy! — cKa3all COJIoBel, HO BCe JKe OXOTHO
MIOOYUHUJICS BOJIE UMIIEPATOpPa U IIOCIeH0Bal 3a IPUIBOPHBIMHU.

A mBopen-To Kak ykpartanu! ®aphopoBbie CTEHHI U 01 CBePKaJii ThiCT4YaMu
30/10THIX (P)OHAPUKOB, B ITPOX0fiax ObI/TM BLICTABJIEHBLI CAMbI€ JIYUIIINE IIBETHI C
KOJIOKOJIbYMKaMU. BeroTHU u CKBO3HSIKY OBLIIO KyIla KaK MHOT'O, HO BCe
KOJIOKOJIbYHMKU 3BEHENIU TaK, YTO HUYETO0 He OBIJIO CIIBIIIHO.

[Tocpeou orpoMHOTO 3ajia, TOe CUAeN UMIepaTop, yCTAHOBUJIM 30JI0TOU HMIECT O
coyoBbsi. Bech mBop OB B cOOpe, a MaJIeHbKOM KyXapKe J03BOIUJIN CTATh B ABEPSIX
— Be[lb OHA yKe Obljla B 3BaHUU NPUOBOPHOM IMoBapuxyu. Bce Hagenu cBou mydIlime
HapsObl, 4 BCe TJIAOesIM Ha MaJIeHbKYIO CEPYIO IITUYKY, a UMIepaTop KUBHYJI el
TOJIOBOM.

U cooBel 3aImesI Tak JUBHO, YTO y UMIIepaTopa cjie3kl Habexkaau Ha riiasa, u
TOT[a eIle Kpaille 3aIlesl COJI0Bel, U MeCHb ero XBaTasa 3a cepaue. MMmmepaTop ObIT
OYeHb MOBOJIEH W XOTeJI II0XKaJI0BaTh COJIOBBIO CBOIO 30JI0TYIO TY(}II0 Ha 1ie0. Ho
COJIOBel ¢ 6/1arogapHOCTHIO0 OTKA3aJICs:

— ¢ Bupes Ha rjIa3ax ©MIIepaTopa Cje3hl, U OJIS MeHS HeT HU4Yero aparoleHHee!
Cne3sl UMIIEPAaTOPa-9TO BeOb HacTosIlee 4yno! 9 HarpaxkgeH ¢ u30sITKOM!

U oH BHOBB 3alesl CBOUM JUBHBIM, CJIaJOCTHBLIM I'OJIOCOM.

— AX, oyapoBaTelIbHEE KOKETCTBA U IOMBICIIUTh HENb35I! — TOBOPUJIN ITPUOBOPHEIE
OaMbl U CTaJIu HaOupaTh B POT BOOEBI, YTOOHI Oy/IbKaTh, KOTOa C HUMU KTO-HUOYIOb
3aroBoputT. UM Ka3asioch, YTO TOTHa OHU caMHU OyOyT IOX0XKHU Ha COJIOBbS. [laxke
CIIyTH U CIIy?KaHKHU O0OBSBUIJIU, YTO OHU JOBOJIbHBI, @ BEAb 3TO HEMAJIO — YTOOUTH UM
TpyZHee Bcero. [la, COIOBeH MOJIOKUTEIFHO UMEJT yCIIEX.

Ero ompepnenuny npu OBOPe, OTBEJIU €My COOCTBEHHYIO KJIETKY U Pa3pelIniin
TyJISITh ABa pa3a OHEM M OOWH pa3 Houblo. K HemMy nmpucTaBuiIu ABEHaALATh CIyT, U
KaXKIBIM mep2Kall ero 3a IPUBSI3aHHYIO K JIallKe IIeIKOBYIO JIEHTOYKY. M mporyska
Obllla eMy He B IIPOTYJIKY.

Becw ropop ropopusi 06 yOUBUTEIBHOM IITHIE, M KOTHA IBOE 3HAKOMBIX
BCTpEeYaluCh, OOWH Cernyac xKe rOBOPUJI: «COJIO», a APYTrOM JOKaH4YWBall: «Beu!» — u
o6a B3{BIXalld, ITOHSAB APYT Apyra. A ellle UMeHeM COJIOBbSI ObLIIM Ha3BaHBI
OOWHHAAIATh CEIHOBEM MEJIOYHBIX TOPTOBILIEB, XOTS BCEM UM CJIOH Ha yXO HaCTYIIHUII.

W BOT opHaXKAbl UMIIEpPATOpPY IIpUllles O0JIbIION ITaKeT C Haanuchio: «ComoBemn».
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— He nHaue Kaxk eIe ogHa KHUTA O Hallle 3HaMEHUTOH IITHUIle, — CKa3aJll
UMIIepaTop.

Ho 5T0 Oplia He KHUTA, a IIKaTyJIKa C 3aTeUINBOU IITYYKOU — UCKYCCTBEHHBIM
conoBbeM. OH OBUI COBCEM KaK HaCTOSIIUY U BeCh OTHEJIaH ajlMa3aMy, pyOuHaMu U
candupamMu. 3aBefelb ero — U OH MOT CIIETh IIECHIO HaCTOSIIEr0 COJIOBbS, U €T0
XBOCT IIPU 3TOM TaK ¥ XOOUJI BBEPX U BHU3, OTJIMBas 30JI0TOM u cepebpoM. Ha mee
y Hero Obljla JIEHTO4YKa C Hagnuchio: «CoJoBel uMiepatopa An0HUY HUYTO 110
CPaBHEHHUIO C COJIOBBEM MMIIepaTopa KUTAlCKOTO».

— Kakas HpeHeCTb! — CKa3aJId BCe€ B OJHH T'0JIOC, X1 TOT'O, KTO ITPHUHEC
HCKYCCTBEHHOI'O COJIOBBS, TOTHAC YTBEPOUIIX B 3BAaHUHU <<06€p-1'IOCTaBI_T_[I/IKa
COJIOBBEB €TI0 BEeJIM4YeCTBa».

— Tenepb MyCTh-Ka CIIOIOT BMECTe, UHTEPECHO, BEIUAET y HUX AY3T?

W uM NpuIIoCh CIETh BMECTE, HO [eJI0 Ha Jiafl He MOIIO: HACTOSIINK COJIOBEU IIeTT
[10-CBOEMY, a UCKYCCTBEHHBIM — KaK IITapMaHKa.

— OH He BHHOBAT, — CKa3all HpHJIBOprIfI KaHeHBMeﬂCTep. — OH OTINYHO
BBIOJEPZKMUBAET TAKT U IIOET CTPOTO IIO Moeu meToqe!

U BOT MCKYyCCTBEHHOI'O COJIOBbSI 3aCTaBUJIU NIeTh OOHOro. OH UMeJl He MEeHbIINUN
yCIlex, YeM HaCTOSIIUM, HO OBbIJI KyJa KpacuBee, BECh TaK U CBepKas
OparoueHHoCTIMHA!

TpuplaTek TPU pa3a ODpoIel OH OOHO M TO Ke M He ycTasl. Bce OblIM He IPOYb
IIOCIyIIaTh €T0 ellle pa3, Ja TyT UMIepaTop CKa3ajl, YTO Telepb AOJIKEH CIIeTh
HEMHOTO ¥ HaCTOSIIUN COJIOBEH.

Ho kyna xke oH mencsa? HUKTO U He 3aMeTHJI, KaK OH BHITIOPXHYJI B OTKPBHITOE OKHO U
yJIeTesnl B CBOU 3eJIeHbIN JIeC.

— YTO0 Xe 3TO TaKoe? — cKa3aJjl UMIIepaTop, ¥ BCe MPUOBOPHEIE BOSMYTUIIUCEH U
Ha3BaJIu COJIOBbS HebjiarogapHbIM.

— Bce paBHO TOT COJIOBEH, YTO OCTAJICA y HAC, JIydllle, — CKa3alll OHU, U
HCKYCCTBEHHOMY COJIOBBIO ITPUIIJIOCH IE€Th ONATh, ¥ BCE B TPUALIATH YETBEPTHIU pa3
yCABIIIAIN OOHY U Ty Ke eceHKy. OOHaKO IPUOBOPHLIE TaK U He 3allOMHUIIU €€
Hau3yCTh, TaKas OHa OblIa TPyZHas. A KallelbMelCcTep 3Hall HaxBaluBall
HCKYCCTBEHHOI'O COJIOBbSI ¥ YTBEPKAal Jaxe, YTO OH JIydllle HaCTOSIIEro He
TOJIBKO HapsgoM U YyOeCHBIMU ajMa3aMy, HO ¥ BHyTPEHHUM CBOUM CKJIaIOM.

— H3BonuTe BUOETH, Ballle BEJIMYECTBO, M BB, TOCIIOAA, IIPO 2KMBOT'O COJIOBBA
HUKOI'oDa HEJIb34d 3HATh Hallepel, 9TO OH CIIOET, a IIPO UCKYCCTBEHHOI'O MO2KHO!
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HMeHHO Tak, ¥ He MHaye! B UCKyYCCTBEHHOM COJIOBbE BCE MOXKHO ITOHATH, €0
MOXKHO pa30o0paTh U IT0Ka3aTh YeJI0BEeYEeCKOMY YMY, KaK PaCIIOJIOKEHEI BaJIUKH,
KaK OHU BEpPTATCH, KaK OOHO CJienyeT u3 gpyroro!..

— W g Toxke Tak JIYMaIO! — B I'OJIOC CKa3aJld BCe, U Kal'IeJ'IbMeI;ICTep IIOJTy4HnJI
pa3pelieHne B Cienywinee 2ke BOCKpeCeHbe ITI0Ka3aTh HCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBbBSA

Hapomy.
— IlycTb 1 Hapo[ IIOCIYyIIAeT ero! — ckKasaj UMIIepaTop.

W Hapo[ ciyiian ¥ OCTaacs OYeHb OBOJIEH, KaK Oy[ATO BAOBOJIbL HATIUJICS Yalo —
9TO Be[b Tak mo-KuTaricku. M Bce roBopunu: «O!» — ¥ mOgHUMAJIM B 3HAK
omoOpeHus Iajel U KuBaau rojgoBaMu. TonbKo OemHbIe PhIOAKU, CITLIIIIABIINAE
HACTOSII[ET0 COJIOBbSI, TOBOPUJIIN:

— He,uypHo 1 O4Y€eHb IIOX02KEe, Na BOT Yero-To HegoCTaeT, CaMMt He 3HaeM 4Yero.

Hacrosiero conoBbsi 00bIBUIIN U3THAHHBIM U3 ITPEOeIOB CTPAHHI, a
MCKYCCTBEHHBIN 3aHSJI MECTO Ha IIeJIKOBOM ITOAYIIKE ¥ IIOCTEIN UMIlepaTopa.
Boxkpyr Hero jiexkasy IIpenoagHeceHHbIe eMy IToOOapKH, a caM OH OBIJTI BO3BEIEH B
3BaHUe «IIeBIla HOYHOT'0 CTOJIMKA €eTr0 MMIIePaTOPCKOI0 BeJInYyecTBa HOMEpP OOuH
cleBa», IIOTOMY YTO CaMbIM MOYETHBLIM UMIIEPATOP CUUTAll MECTO, THe
pacIonoxkeHo cepflle, a CepAlle PacIloloXkKeHo cjieBa Jaxke y UMIIepaToOpoB. A
KarenbMelNcTep Hamucaa 00 UCKyCCTBEHHOM COJIOBbe YUYEHBIM TPy B ABaAIlaTU
MISITU TOMAaX, IOJTHBIM CaMbIX TPYOHBIX KUTAWCKUX CIIOB, U IPUABOPHBLIE TOBOPUJIH,
YTO ITPOYJIX U TOHSIIU €T0, He TO OHU IT0Ka3aJsiu Obl ce0s1 mypakKaMu U ObINTH ObI
OUTHI ITAJIKaMU 10 XKUBOTY.

Taxk npoiren rog. UMriepatop, IpUABOPHEIE U BCe IIpOYXe KUTAUIlbl 3HAJIM Hau3yCTh
KaXK[oe KOJIEHIIe B IIeCHe UCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBBS, HO KaK pa3 II03TOMY OH UM U
HpaBuJcsd. Terepb OHU U CaMHU MOIJIY IToAIeBaTh eMy. «Ilu-1u-1ium!
KJTr0K-KITIOKKITIOK | » — paclieBasiv yJIMYHbBIEe MaJIbYUIIKKU, U TO K€ caMOe HalleBall
uMmIiepaTtop. AX, 4TO 3a IIpeJiecTs!

Ho BOT omHaXKabl BeY4epOM MCKYCCTBEHHBINM COJIOBEH IEJI BO BCIO MOYb, & UMIIEPATOP
JiekKaJl B IIOCTEJIH, CIIyIasi ero, KakK BOPYT BHYTPH COJIOBbS YTO-TO IIEJIKHYJIO,
KOJIeCUKM nobexKalu BIYCTYI0, 1 My3bIKa CMOJIKJIA.

HMmmnepaTop ceidac ke BCKOYHUII C IIOCTENH U IIOCTal 3a CBOUM JIe6-MeIuKOM, HO
YTO TOT MOT nofenaTh? [Ipu3Basu 4acoBIINKA, U IIOCJie OJIMHHBIX Pa3TOBOPOB U
OOJITX OCMOTPOB OH KOe-KakK IIOAIIPaBUJI COJIOBbS, HO CKa3all, 4YTO ero Hago
nobepeys, IOTOMY KaK IIeCTEPEHKU IIOUCTEPJINCH, a IOCTaBUTh HOBBIE, TaK, YTOOBI
My3bIKa IIIJIa IOo-IIpeXKHeMYy, HeBO3MOXKHO. AX, KakKoe 3To Owlsio oropuyeHue! Teneps
COJIOBbSI 3aBOAWIIN TOJIBKO pa3 B I'Of, U JaxKe 9TO Ka3aJoCh yepecuyp. A
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KalneJjibMeNCcTep NPOU3HeC KPaTKyIo0 pedb, IIOJIHYIO0 BCIKHUX YMHBIX CJIIOB, — I€CKaTh,
BCe TIO-TIpexkHeMy Xopoiuo. Hy, 3Ha4YuT, TakK OHO U OBIJIO.

[Tpomuisnio naTh JIET, ¥ CTPaAHy IMOCTUTJIO OOJIbIIIOE TOPE: BCe TakK II00UImn
“MIlepaTopa, a OH, Kak roBOpuinu, 3aboses, U X KUTh €My 0CTaJIOCh HEIOJIT0. YKe
nomo6panu ¥ HOBOTO uMneparopa. Ha ymuile CcTOsiT Hapon ¥ cIipallinBajl IIePBOTO
MUHUCTPA, YTO C UX IIPEXKHUM ITIOBEJIUTEJIEM.

— II! — TONBKO U OTBedan MHWHHUCTP U IIOKA4YHKBaAJl TOJIOBOM.

BriepgHBIN ¥ TOXOJIOMEBIINH JIeKall UMIIepaTOp Ha CBOEM IIBIIIIHOM JioKe. Bce
IIPUABOPHEIE PEIIUIN, YTO OH yKe YMep, U KaXKIbIM CIeIInJI Ha IIOKJIOH K HOBOMY
Bragbike. Ciyru BeIOeramu U3 OBOpPIla IT0060aTaTh 00 3TOM, a CIIyKaHKH
Impuriamanm K cebe rocteil Ha 4amiky Kode. ITo BceM 3anaM u mpoxogam
pacCTeNuINu KOBPHI, YTOOH HE CJIBIIIHO OBIIO IITyMa IIaroB, ¥ BCIOAY OBIJIO TaK TUXO,
TaK TUXO... TOJIbKO UMIIePaTop ellle He yMep. 3aKOUeHeBITUY U OJIeIHBIN 1exKal OH
Ha IIBIITHOM JI02Ke o 6apxXaTHHIM 0ajilaXuHOM C TSIXKEJIBIMU 30JI0OTBIMU KUCTSIMU. A
C BBEICOTHI B OTKPHITOE OKHO CBETHJIa Ha MMIlepaTopa ¥ MCKYCCTBEHHOTO COJIOBBS
JIyHa.

Bennasdra nMmnepaTop OHIIAN C TPYLOM, ¥ Ka3alochk eMy, OyATO Ha TPyOUu y HETO
KTO-TO cupguT. OH OTKPHIT I'Jla3a U yBUIEJ, 4YTO Ha I'pynu y Hero cugut CmepTh. OHa
Hafesa ero 30JI0TyI0 KOPOHY U fepzKajla B OOHOU PyKe ero 30JI0TyI0 caliio, B
OPYTOU ero CiaBHOE 3HaMs. A BOKPYT U3 CKJIafOK OapxaTHOro OanmaxuHa
BBITJIIABIBA/IN OIUKOBUHHEIE JIUIa, OOHU ragKue U Mep3Kue, Ipyrue HoOpeie U
MUJIBIE: 9TO CMOTPEJIM Ha MMIlepaTopa BCe ero 3JIble U JoOpHle fera, Bedb Ha IPYyou
y Hero cupena CMepTs.

— [ToMHUIIB? — IIenTaau OHU OOHO 3a OpyruM. — [lomHuIs? — M paccka3blBanu
€My CTOJIBKO, YTO Ha JI0y Yy HEero BBICTYIIUII TIOT.

— ¢ 06 3TOM HUKOTIA He 3Ha/l! — roOBOPUJI UMIIepPaToOp. — MY3BIKM MHE, MY3HIKH,
OombIIoN KuTackum 6apaban! — Kpudasn oH. — He xo4y crbIIIaTh UX peyei!

A onu npopmonxanu, u CMepTh, KakK KMTaell], KuBajla T0JIOBOM Ha BCe, UYTO OHU
TOBOPUJIN.

— My3bIKU MHEe, My3bIKU! — Kpudain uMmiiepatop. — [10i# XOTb ThI, MUJIas 30JI0Tas
NITHU4YKa, noi! 4 omapusn Tebs 3010TOM U APArolleHHOCTSIMHU, I COOCTBEHHOPYYHO
rmoBecun Tebe Ha IIel0 CBOIO 30JI0TYIO TyIIto, TTOM Ke, IO !

Ho rcKycCcTBEeHHBIHM COJIOBEN MoTdyal — HEKOMY OBLJIO 3aBECTH €r0, a UHaye OH MeTh
He Mor. A CMepTh BCe CMOTpeJia U CMOTpeJsla Ha uMIiepaTopa CBOUMU OOIbIITUMU
IyCTBIMU TJIa3HUIIAMU, U OBIJIO TaK TUXO, CTPAIIHO TUXO...

skazolet.com CrtpaHnuta 7



W BOpyr pa3gmanock 4ygecHoe IeHue. JTO HeJl XKMBOU costoBeu. OH cugeil 3a OKHOM
Ha BeTKe, OH IIPOCJIbIIIaN Ipo 607e3Hs UMIIepaTopa U IIpujeTes YTEeuTh U
o06ompuTh ero cBoel necHei. OH IeJs1, ¥ MPU3pakKu Bce O1egHesN, KPOBb BCe
yOBICTPSINIa CBOM Oer B cmaboM Telle mMIepaTopa, U maxe cama CMepTh ciyliana
COJIOBbS M IIOBTOPSJIA:

— Ilou, comoByliKa, mou eine!
— A THI OTHAIIb MHE 30JI0TYyI0 cabmio? U cnaBHOe 3HaMA? M KOpoHY?

MU CmepTh OoTOaBasia OOHY ApParoleHHOCTh 3a APYTroM, a coloBeu Bce nen. OH mem o
TUXOM KJlafOullle, rae UBeTYyT Oenble Po3bl, O71aroyxaeT CUPeHb U CBexKasl TpaBa
yBJIaXKHSETCS cjie3aMU KUBBEIX. U CMepTh OXBaTHIa TaKasl TOCKa II0 CBOEMY cafy,
YTO OHA XOJIOOHBIM O€eJIbIM TyMaHOM BHINJIbIJIa U3 OKHA.

— Cnacub6o, cnacu6o0, 4yygecHas IITU4YKa! — ckazasn umiepaTtop. — 4 He 3a0bl1
Teb6s! 4 usrHan Te6sa U3 CTPaHHBI, HO THI BCE XKe OTOTHaJjla OT MOeM IIOCTEHU
y2KacCHbIe ITPU3PaKU, COrHana ¢ Moel rpyau CmepTh. Kak MHe HarpaguTh Te0s?

— ToI y2xe Bo3Harpanui MeHs! 4 uctopr y Tebs1 cie3nl B IEPBLIN pa3, Koraa mein
nmepen To0010, — 3TOTrO S HUKOTa He 3a0yny! HeT Harpambl Jopoxke OJisg cepalia
neBia. Hy, a Terephb CIIM ¥ IIPOCHITIaCcs 3M0POBEIM 1 6oapbiM! 4 crioro mmst Tebs.

U oH 3ames, u umnepaTop 3acHYJI CJIadKUM CHOM. AX, KaKOU CIIOKOUHBIA U
6J1aroTBOPHBIN OBIJT 3TOT COH!

Korpa oH IpOCHYJICS, B OKHO y2Ke CBETUJIO COonHIe. HUKTO U3 CIyr He 3arnsabiBall
K HeMy, BCe IyMaJiy, 4TO OH yMep. OOuH COJIOBEU CUAEN y OKHA U IHeJl.

— TBI MOIKEH 0CTAaThCsI CO MHOM HaBcerga! — ckKasajl UMIIepaTop. — Bymelns meTs,
TOJIPKO KOTJIa CaM 3aX0dYelllb, @ HCKYCCTBEHHOT'O COJIOBbS 5 Pa300bi0 BOPeOes3TH.

— He mapmo! — ckasan conoBeii. — OH caenai Bce, 4TO MOT. ITycTb ocTaeTcs y TeOs.
41 He MoOry KUTH BO ABOPIIE, ITO3BOJIb JIMIIL IIPUJIeTaTh K Tebe, Korga 3axouy. Torga
st Oyoy caguThCs BE4EePOM y TBOETO OKHA U IeTh Tebe, U MOs ITeCHb mopanyeT Tebs
U 3aCTaBUT 3amyMaThCs. S Oyay ImeTh O CYaCTIMBEIX U HECYACTHHIX, 0 Jo0Ope u 3J1€,
VKPBITBIX OT TBOUX TI'71a3. [leByasi ITUYKA JIeTaeT IOBCIONY, HAaBeIbIBAaeTCS U K
6emHOMY PBIOAKY M K KPECTBIHUHY — KO BCEM, KTO XKHMBET HaJIeKO OT TeOsI ¥ TBOEro
nBopa. f mo6mio Te6st 3a TBoe ceprile O0bIlle, YeM 3a KOPOHY. 4 Oyay mmpuieTaTh U
neth Tebe! Ho obeliait MHe OOHO...

— Bce uTo yrogHo! — ckKa3aj ©UMIepaTop U BCTaJl BO BCEM CBOEM LIapCTBEHHOM
yOpaHCTBEe — OH caM O0OJIEKCS B HEro, a K TPyady OH INPUKKUMAaJl CBOIO TSAKEIIYIO
30710Ty10 cabiio.
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— OO0 omHOM ITpoOIITy 51 TeOsi: He TOBOPU HUKOMY, YTO ¥ TeOSI eCTh MaJjieHbKast
MITUYKA, KOTOpas paccKa3bsiBaeT Tebe 000 BceM. Tak geso mouaeT JIydie.

U conosen yneTen.

CIIyru BOIIIIH TIOTJISIAETh Ha MePTBOTO UMIIepaTopa — U 3aCThUIXM Ha MOPOore, a
MMIIEPATOP CKa3al UM:

— C poGprIM yTpoM!
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