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[ITadep B uunuHApe U B O€NIbIX IlepuaTKaX, 3alblXxaBIINCh, cOpackiBaeT B IepenHen
IajabTO M C TAaKUM BhIpaxkeHueM, Kak OyATO X0UeT COOOIIUTEL YTO-TO CTPAIIHOE,
BOeraerT B 3arll.

XKenux yxe B IepKBU! 00BSABISIET OH, TSIXKEJIO IePEBONS AyX.

Hactynaet TumnHa. BceM BOPYr CTAHOBUTCA I'PYCTHO.

OrTel HEBECTHl, OTCTABHOU IIOAMIOJIKOBHUK, C TOLIUM, UCIIUTHIM JIUIIOM, YYBCTBYS,
BEPOSITHO, YTO €ro Kyllasi BOeHHas QPUrypKa B peiTy3ax HeJOCTaTOYHO
TOPKECTBEHHA, COJIUAHO HaflyBaeT IIeKU U BeIIpAMIsieTcs. OH 6epeT co CTOIUKa
o6pa3. Ero xkKeHa, MajleHbKas CTapyllIka B TIOJIEBOM YeTlllle C ITUPOKUMHU JIEHTaMHU,
OepeT x1e6-Comb U CTAHOBUTCS PSOOM C HUM. HaumHaeTcs 671arociioBeHUe.
HesBecra JTto604Ka OecCIlIlyMHO, KaK T€Hb, OIIyCKaeTCs Ilepef OTLIOM Ha KOJIEHU, U ee
(daTa BOJIHyeTCsI IIPU 3TOM U IeIISIeTCS 3a LBETHI, pa30pocaHHbIe I10 IIJIaThio, U U3
MIPUYECKU BEIOMBAETCS HECKOJILKO IIuieK. [IOKITOHUBIINCE 00pa3y U
IIOIIeJIOBABIINCEH C OTIIOM, KOTOPHIM ellle CUJIbHee HagyBaeT mieku, JIlobouka
OIlyCKaeTcs Iepeq MaTephio; haTa ee ONATh LIENJIsIeTCs, U ABe OapHIIIHY,
B3BOJIHOBaHHEIE, ITOA0ETaloT K Hel, 000epruBaioT, IIOMIPaBsSIOT, IPUKaAIbIBAlOT
OyJIaBKaMHU...

TuimmHa, BCce Mo4arT, He IIeBeJIATCS; TOJIbKO OOHU adepa, Kak ropsdue
IIPUCTAXKHBIE, HETEPIIEJIUBO IIePEMUHAIOTCS C HOTY Ha HOT'Y, TOYHO XOYyT, KOrJa UM
IM03BOJIEHO Oy[IeT COpBaThCS C MECTa.

KTo mmoBe3eT 06pa3? CABIIIUTCS TPEBOXKHEBIN ImenoT. Caoupa, roe Th? Criupa!
[lugac! oTBeUaeT U3 nepegHen OETCKUU I'OJIOC.

bor c Bamu, [lapesa [JaHunoBHa! KTO-TO BIIOJIT0JIOCA yTeIllaeT CTapyxy, KoTopas
puIasia K JoYepu JIMIOM U BCXJIUNBIBaeT. [la pa3Be MOXKHO IIJlaKaTbh, XPUCTOC C
BamMu? Hapno pagoBaThCs, OyIIeHbKA, a He IJIaKaTh.

BnarocnoBeHnue KoH4aetcs, JIitobouka, 6yieHasi, Takasi TOpPKEeCTBEHHasi, CTporas
Ha BU[, LIeJIyeTCsI CO CBOMMMU IIOAPYraMy, U II0CJie 3TOr0 BCe C ILIIyMOM, TOJIKas OpPyT
OpyTra, yCTpeMsioTcs B nepenHioio. [lladepa c TpeBOKHOM CHEIIKOM, Kpruda 0e3
BCSIKOM HagoOHOCTU pardon!, ogmeBaioT HEBECTY.

JItobo4Ka, gai s Ha TeOsl XOTh ellle pa304yeK IIOCMOTPIo! CTOHET cTapyxa.

Ax, [Japssa [laHUIIOBHA! B3OBIXaeT KTO-TO YKOpU3HEeHHO. PagoBaTsCa Hago, a BEL 3TO
00T 3HaeT YTO BRIAYMAalu...

Cnupa! [Ja roe xe Te1? Cnupa! Hakasanue ¢ atuM manpuyumkou! Moy Boepen!
IIuuac!

OpnuH u3 madepoB OepeT 1Ieiid HEBECTH], U IIPOLIECCHUS HauMHAEeT CIIyCKaThCs
BHU3. Ha nepuiax jieCTHULEL ¥ Ha KOCSIKaX BCEX ABEPeU BUCHYT YyXKUe TOPHUYHEIE
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U HIHBKM; OHU IIOKUPAIOT I'lTa3aMU HEBECTY, CJIBIIIUTCS UX OOOOPUTEIILHOE
XKyKKaHbe. B 3aHUX psAdax pa3faloTcsl TPEBOXKHEIE Iojioca: KTO-TO YTO-TO 3a0blI,
Yy KOTO-TO HeBeCTHUH OyKeT; maMbl B3BU3THUBAIOT, YMOJISS He OeJjlaTh Yero-To, IOTOMY
4TO IIPUMETAa €CTh.

Y nopbespa yKe maBHO XKAOYT KapeTa U KoJisicka. Ha yommmaguHbIX rpuBax 6yMazKHbIe
LIBETH], U y BCEX Ky4epOB PYKU IepeBsi3aHbl OKOJIO IIJIed IIBEeTHHIMHU IJlaTKaMu. Ha
KO3JIaX KapeThl CUOUT 4yHo-00raThIph C IIMPOKOM OKJIaOUCTOM O0POmOl, B HOBOM
KadTaHe. Ero npoTssHyTHIE BIIepeq PYKHU C CXKaTHIMU KyJjlaKaMU, OTKUHYTas Ha3a[
rOJI0Ba, HEOOBYaWHO MIMPOKUE IIJIeY NPUOAI0T eMy He Yell0BeUYeCKUl, He XKUBOU
BHUJ]; BECh OH TOYHO OKaMeHEe]l...

Trnppp! rOBOPUT OH TOHKUM I'0OJIOCOM M TOTYacC XkKe A00aBiseT IryCThIM OacoM:
[Manume! (oTYero 1 KaxkeTcsi, YTO B €Tr0 MIUPOKOH IIlee ABa ropia.) Tuppp!
[MMTanuis!

Vnuna mo o6e CTOPOHH! 3anpyKeHa MyOIUuKOM.

[Toma-au! kpuuar madepa, XOTSA NOoJaBaTh HeUYero, Tak Kak KapeTa OaBHO yKe
nopaHa. Crimpa ¢ o06pa3oM, HeBecTa U [Be IIOAPYTHU CcafdsATCs B KapeTy. [IBepila
XJIOIIaeT, U yJIuIla orjlalllaeTCs I'POXOTOM KapeThl.

Konscky madepam! nopma-ati!

[ITacdepa npeIratoT B KOJISICKY U, KOT'Aa OHa TPOTAEeTCS C MeCTa, MPUIOTHUMAIOTCS U,
Kopuach KaK B CyJoporax, HaTATUBaloT Ha ce0si cBou IanbTo. [TomaioTcs
ClIenylomue SKunaxu.

Codrs [leHncoBHa, caguTech! CrbIIaTCA rojioca. I[loxkanyiTe u Bbl, Hukosmau
Muponsru! Trppp! He 6ecniokoriTech, 6aphinits, Bcem 6ynet mecto! Beperucs!
Cnpimumb, Makap! KpU4UT OoTel] HeBeCThl. Ha3an U3 [iepKBU moe3xKauTe Apyrou
poporou! [IpumeTa ecTs!

OKuUIlaXXu rPeMsAT II0 MOCTOBOH, IIIyM, KpUKU... HakOHeIl Bce yexaju, CTajlo OOSATh
Tux0. OTell HeBECTHl BO3BpalllaeTCs B JOM; B 3aJjie JJaKeu yOUparoT CTOJI, B COCeIHen
TEMHOUM KOMHaTKe, KOTOPYIO BCe B IOMe Ha3bhIBalOT IIPOXOOHOMN, CMOPKAIOTCS
MY3BIKaHTHI, BCIOIy cyeTa, OETOTHS, HO eMy KaXeTCs, YTO B JOMe IyCTO.
ConpgaTel-My3BIKAHTHL KOTIOIIIATCSA B CBOEM MaJleHbKOM, TEMHOM KOMHATKE, BCE
HUKaK He MOT'YyT IIOMECTUTHCS CO CBOMMU I'DOMO3AKUMU MIONIUTPaAMU U
HHCTpyMeHTaMu. [Ipuliuiu OHU HeJaBHO, HO yKe BO3AyX B IPOXOAHOU CTajl 3aMETHO
rylie, HeT HUKaKOU BO3MOXKHOCTHU AblliaTh. X cTapmon OCHUIIOB, Y KOTOPOTO OT
CTaApOCTH yCHl 1 6GaKeHbI COMIIUCH B ITAKJ/II0, CTOUT IepPef MIOIUTPOM U CEPOUTO
TJISOUT B HOTHL.

A tebe, OcUIIOB, CHOCY HET, TOBOPUT ITOAIIOIKOBHUK. CKOJILKO JIET S TeOs yKe
3Har? JleT gBaguaTs!

Bornrie, Baiie BeicoKOoOiaroponue. Ha Bateli cBagpbe urpas, exkenu U3BOJIUTE
IIOMHHUTb.

Ila, ma... B3ObIXaeT MOAMNOJIKOBHUK M 3afyMbIBaeTcs. Takas, 6paT, UCTOPUS...
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CriHOBeH, cilaBa 00Ty, ITIOKEHUJI, Tellepb BOT JOYKY BhIJIal0, 1 OCTAa€MCSI MBI CO
CTapyXou CUPOTHL... HeTy y Hac Teneps geTok. HauucToTy pa3nesnanucse.

Kto 3uHaeT? Moxet, Edpum [TeTpoBuy, Bam OOT eIrle MOIIIET, Ballle
BBICOKOOTaropomgue...

Eduwm ITeTpoBuy c yguBneHueM riasaguT Ha OCUIIOBa U CMeeTCs B KyJlak.

Eme? cupammBaeT oH. Kak Tel cka3an? [leTei emle 6or nomuieTr? MHe-TO?

OH gaBUTCA OT CMeXa, U CJIe3hl Y Hero BEICTYNalOT Ha I'jla3aX; My3bIKaHTH U3
BEJKJIMBOCTU TOKe cMeloTcsa. Edum [TeTpoBUY MIIET rl1a3aMM CTapyxy, YTOOBI
COOOIITUTE e, 4TOo cKal3asi OCUIIOB, HO OHa caMa yXKe JIETUT IIPSIMO Ha Hero,
CTPEMUTEJIbHO, CeEPAUTasi, C 3aljlaKaHHLIMU IJIa3aMU.

Bora ThI He Oourttbcesi, E¢um ITeTpoBuY! TOBOPUT OHA, BCIIJIECKUBASI PYKaMu. MBI
UIIEM, UIIIEM POM, C HOT COUIUCH, a THI TyT cToumb! ['me pom? Hukomat MupoHBIY
He MoxeT 6e3 poMa, a Tebe ropmoimnka mano! ITogu, y3Hat y UTHaTa, Kyda OH poM
noctaBui!

EdumMm [TeTpoBuY uaeT B MOABaJIbHBIN 9TaXK, e moMellaeTcsa KyxHs. [1o rpsa3Hou
JleCTHHIIEe CHYIOT 6a0nl 1 jlakeu. MoJiofoi conmaT, HAKMHYB MYHIOUD Ha OOHO
[1JIe4o, yIIepcs KOJI€HOM O CTYIIeHb U BEPTUT MOPOXKEHUILY; II0T Te4YeT C ero
KpacHOro nulla. B TeMHOM U TecHOU KyxXHe, B o61aKax ObkiMa, paboTaloT IIoBapa,
B3sTHIE HAMIPOKaT U3 Kiiy6a. OOuH MOTPOILIUT KalljIyHa, APYroM JenaeT U3
MOPKOBKM 3Be3[I0YKM, TPETUH, KPaCHBEIM KaK KyMad, CyeT B Ileub IIPOTUBEeHb. Hoxu
CTydYarT, mocyda 3BeHUT, MacJyio IIUIIUT. [Tomas B 3TOT af, Edum [leTpoBuy
3a0BIBaeT, 0 Y4eM IroBOpHJia eMy CTapyxa.

A BaM 3mech, OpaTiibl, He TECHO? CIIpallIiBaeT OH.

Huuero-c, E¢pum ITeTpoBuu. B TecHOTe ma He B obupme, OyabTe IOKOMHEI-C...

YK BBl TOCTapanTeCh, pedsiTa.

B TemHOM yry BeIpactaeT ¢purypa Mraara, 6yderdyrnka us Kiayoda.

BynbTe nokouHb-c, Eum [TeTpoBud! roBopuT oH. BCé mmpegocTaBuM B JIy4IlIeM
Bupe. C yeM IIpHUKaxKeTe AejlaTb MOPOXKEHOe: C POMOM, C TO-COTEPHOM uJu 6e3
HU4Yero?

BepnyBmiuck B KoMHaThH, EduM [TeTpoBUY OONIT0 CIOHAETCS 110 KOMHATaM, ITIOTOM
OCTaHaBJIMBAETCS B ABEPSIX IIPOXOMHOU U OIATH 3aBOOUT Pa3roBop C OCUIIOBEIM.
Tak-To, 6part... roBoput oH. CupoTramMu octaeMcsi. [IoKyma HOBBIM OOM He BHICOXHET,
MOJIOfbIle C HaMU IIOXKUBYT, a TaM IpolinanuTe! TOIbKO MBI UX U BULEJIHN...

O6a B3OBIXaloT... My3BIKAHTH U3 BEKJIMBOCTH TOXKE B3IBIXAIOT, OTYET0 BO3OYX
CTAQHOBUTCH ellle I'yIle.

Ila, 6parT, Bsamno npopoixkaeT Edum [TeTpoBuy, O6blyTa OQHA MOYKaA, Oa U TY OTHAEM.
YesioBeK 0H 060pa30BaHHBIN, TOBOPUT MO-GPaHITy3CKH... TOIBKO BOT IIOIIUBAET, HO
KTO HBIHYE He NIbeT? Bce IBIoT.

9TO HUUEro, 4TOo IIbeT, ToBOpUT Ocunos. ['maBHOe mocTouHCTBO, Edum [leTpoBuy,
4TOOBI 1eJI0 CBOe ITOMHUJI. A e3KeJiH, II0JI0KUM, BBIIIUTD, TO II0YEMY HE BBHIIIUTH?
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BrImUTE MOXKHO.

KoHeuHO, MOXKHO.

CIBIIINTCSA BCXJIUIIBIBAHbE.

Pa3Be OH MOXKeT 4yBCTBOBaTh? )Kanyercs [lapbsa [JaHWI0BHa KaKOKW-TO CTapyXe.
Benb MBI €My, MaTh MOSI, OTCUUTAJIN OECATH THICAY KOIleeYKa B KOIIeeuKy, IOM Ha
JIt0604YKYy 3amucany, JeCITUH TPUCTA 3€MJIU... JIETKO JIU CKa3aTh! A HEIITO OH
MOZKeT UyBCTBOBaTh? He TaKOBCKUe OHU HBIHYE, YTOOBI YyBCTBOBATH!

Cton ¢ ppyKTaMu yKe roToB. BoKasbl TECHO CTOST Ha OBYX IOAHOCAX, OYTHIJIKU C
IIaMIIaHCKUM 3aBEPHYTH B cajiheTKH, B CTOJIOBOM IITUIISAT caMOBapkl. JIakel 6e3
ycoB, ¢ 6akeHaMU 3aluChIBaeT Ha OyMarkKe MMeHa JIUlI, 3T0POBbe KOTOPHIX OH
OyneT mIpoBO3TIalllaTh 3a Y2KUHOM, M YUTAEeT UX, TOYHO YYUT Hau3yCTh. M3 KOMHAT
BBITOHSAIOT 4yXkKYyio coOaky. HanpsizkeHHOe oxupaHue... Ho BOoT pa3maioTcs
TPEeBOXKHEIE I'OJIOCa:

Epnyt! EoyT! BaTiomika E¢um [letpoBud, enyT!

Crapyxa, o6oMIieBIIIasi, C BEIpaxkKeHueM KpallHel pacTepsIHHOCTH, XBaTaeT
x71e6-conb, E¢pum [TeTpoBuY HagyBaeT ek, u 00a BMeCTe CIlelllaT B IIepegHIOl0.
My3BIKaHTEL COEepPXKAaHHO, TOPOILJIMBO HACTPAUBalOT UHCTPYMEHTHI, C YJIUIIEL
OOHOCHUTCS IIyM 3Kunaxei. ONATH BOIIIJIa CO ABOpa cobakKa, ee TOHSAT, OHA
B3BU3rusaer... Ellle ooHa MUHYTa OXKUOaHUSA U B IIPOXOAHOM, p€3KO, OCTEPBEHETIO
PBaHYB, pa3faeTCs OTNYIINTEIbHBIW, OUKUU, HEUCTOBBIM Mapil. Bo3oyx
orjiallaeTcsl BOCKJIMIIQHUSIMU, IIOIEeJIySIMH, XJIOIIaloT MPOOKH, y JIaKeeB JIulla
CTpOrue...

JItob0o4YKa U ee CynpyrT, COMUAHBINA I'OCIIOAWH B 30JI0THIX OYKaX, OLIEJIOMJIEHHI.
OrnymuTenbHass My3blKa, SPKUM CBeT, Bceollllee BHUMaHUe, MacCa HeE3HAKOMBIX
JIVI yrHeTaroT UX... OHU TyIIO IJIAOAT I10 CTOPOHAM, HUYETO He BULOAT, HU4Yero He
IIOHUMAIOT.

[Tpr0T mIAMIIAHCKOE M Yall, BCE UOeT YNHHO U CTeIIeHHO. MHOTO4YMCIeHHBIE
POICTBEHHUKHU, KaKHe-TO HEOOLIKHOBEHHEIE NeayIIKu U 0a0yIlIKy, KOTOPHIX PaHbllle
HUKTO HUKOTa He BUOeJl, IyXOBEHCTBO, OTCTaBHbIE BOEHHEIE C IIJIOCKUMU
3aThlJIKaMM, II0Ca’KEHBIE OTEI] M MaTh XKeHNXa, KPeCTHHIe, CTOSAT OKOJIO CTOJIa U,
OCTOPOZKHO MMpuxJieObiBas Yyal, 6ecenyioT o bonrapuu; 6apeIITHA, KaK MYXH,
KMYTCS Y CTEH; Iaxe madepa yTPaTUIIN CBOU O€CITOKOMHBIN BUO M CTOSIT CMUPHO Y
OBEpeun.

Ho nmpoxopuT yac-gpyrou u BeCh AOM OPOXKUT y2Ke OT My3bIKU U TaHIIEB. Y madepos
OISATh TAKOU BU[, TOYHO OHMU C LIeII¥ COPBaIUCh. B CTOJIOBOY, rae IIOKOEeM HaKPHIT
3aKyCOYHBIN CTOJI, TOJIIATCSA CTAPUKU U HEeTaHIyIolass MojIoaexsb; Edpum
[leTpoBrY, BEIMIUBIIUY YKe PIOMOK IIATh, IOOMUTUBAET, LIeJIKaeT albllaMu U
OaBUTCS OT cMeXa. EMy IIPHIIIO Ha MBICJIb, YTO XOPOIIIO OBl XKEHUTH 11adepoB, U 3TO
eMy HpPaBUTCS, KakeTCsI OCTPOYMHEIM, 3a0aBHEIM, ¥ OH paf, TaK pal, YTO He MOXKEeT
BBEIPA3UTh Ha CJI0BaX, a TOJIBKO X0X04eT... ETro XKeHa, He eBllIasg HUYETro C yTpa U
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OIIbSTHEBIIAs OT IITaMIIaHCKOTO, OJIa’KeHHO yIbI0aeTCss U TOBOPUT BCEM:

Henw3s, Henb3s, rOCIIofa, B CIaJIbHIO XOOUThH! OTO He OEeJIMKAaTHO B CIAJIbHIO
xonouTh. He 3arnsaprsiBaiite!

9TO 3HAUYUT: NOXKaJIyuTe NOrIsaAeTh cianbHio! BCE ee MaTepUHCKOe TileciaBue U
BCe TaJIaHTHI YIIJIY B 9Ty crnaibHI0. M ecTh ueM nmoxBacTaTh! [Tocpenu crianvHM
CTOSAT OBe KPOBaTU C BEICOKUMU ITOCTEIIMU; HABOJIOYKU KPYXKEBHEIE, Ofesiyia
LIeJIKOBBIE, CTeraHble, C MyJpeHBIMY, HEIOHATHLEIMU BeH3ensaMu. Ha nocrenu
JI1000YKH JIEKUT YEITYUK C PO30BEIMU JIEHTAMH, a Ha IIOCTeJIN ee MyxKa ITappokK
MBIIIIMHOTO IIBETA C TONYyOBIMU KUCTSIMU. KaXKObiii U3 rocTel, B3TJITHYB Ha IIOCTEIIH,
cyuTaeT CBOUM [0JII'OM 3HAQUUTEJIbPHO ITIOOMUTHYTH I'JIa30M M CKa3aTh M-fa-a, a
cTapyxa CHUseT U TOBOPUT LIEMNOTOM:

CmoanbHs-TO pyOne TpucTta crouna, 6artiomka. lllyrka nu! Hy, yxoguTte, MyK4YuHaM
He TOOUTCA CIOa XOOUTh.

B TpeThbeM yacy nmopaioT yKuH. JIakel ¢ 6aKkeHaMu ITPOBO3TJIallaeT TOCTH, a
My3bIKa urpaet Tyul. E¢pum [leTpoBuY HanuBaeTCsl OKOHYATEJILHO U y2Ke HUKOTO He
y3HaeT; eMy KaxKeTCs, 4YTO OH He y ce0sl JoMa, a B TOCTSIX, YTO ero oO6umenu; oH B
IepefHey HaJeBaeT [ajbTO U IANKy U, OTEICKMBAsi CBOU KaJIOIIU, KPUYUT
XPUILJIBIM I'OJIOCOM:

He xemnato s TyT 6omnbine octaBaThesi! Bel Bce momgelsl! Heromsu! 4 Bac BeiBeny Ha
YUCTYIO BoAy!

A BO3JI€ CTOUT XeHa U TOBOPUT eMyV:

Yiimuch, 6e300KHast TBOS Oyiia! YiMuCh, MCTyYKaH, UPOJI, HaKa3aHue Moe!
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