ChbIH KOPOJisi, KOTOPbIH HHYEro He
oosiyics

2Kun-6n1 KOpOoJieBrn4, KOTOPOMY HeE ITOJTIOOUIIOCH XKUThE B OT€YECKOM goMe, U TakK
KadK OH HMUYEro Ha CBEeTe He 605{J'ICH, TO ¥ IIogyMall: <<I[a1?1-Ka 51 HOI‘/JII[y HO6pOI[I/ITI:> II0
6eny CBETY, OYIIE€HbBKY CBOIO IIOTEIlYy, IMKOBHMHOK BCAKHX ITOBUOAIO».

[TpocTHUsCs OH CO CBOUMU POOUTEIIIMU, IIyCTUJICS B IIyTh-IOPOTY U €XaJjl C yTpa U [0
Beuepa, U eMy OBIJIO PEIIUTEJIbHO BCe PaBHO, KyIa IIPUBENET ero gopora.

Cnygunock emMy IpUOBITh K IOMY BeJIMKaHa, U TaK KakK OH ObIJI OYeHb YTOMJIIEH, TO
IIpUCeJI OKOJIO ABEPEN ero M CcTall OTAbIXaTh. OTIsAAEeBIINCH KPyroM cebs,
KOPOJIeBHUY YBUEJ BO ABOPE UTPYIIKHU BeJMKaHa: Iapy 'POMaJHBIX IIapOB U KErIu
BEJINYMHOU B POCT YeJIOBEKA.

CHYCTH HEMHOTI'O B3OYyMaJIOChk eMy PACCTAaBUThL T€ KEI'JIU U cOuBaTh UX II1apoM, U OH
PagoOCTHO BCKPHUKHBAJI, KOT'Ia T€ KEIr'JIh IIagalli, U BEeCEJINJICA OT OYIIIN.

BenukaH ycblan II1yM, BEITJISHYJI B OKOIIIKO ¥ YBUEJ YeJIoOBeKa, KOTOPHIM ObII
HUYYTh He OOJIbllle APYTUX JIIOfEel, a MeXKIOy TeM UTrpajl ero KerjissMu.

«YHepBsaK! — BOCKJIIMKHYII BeJIuKaH. — KakK 3TO MOXKeIllb TEl MOUMU KeTrJIAMU
urpathb? KTo Tebe TaKkyio Culy man?»

KopomneBuu B3rIsTHYI Ha BeIUKaHa U CKa3am: «Ax Thl, 60mBaH! Vnu THI IyMaelllb,
YTO ThI OIMH CHUJIEH Ha cBeTe? [la BOT s — 51 BCe MOTy, Oblyia OBl TUIIL OXOTa!»

BemnukaH coiren BHU3, C U3YMJIEHUEM CTaJjl IPUTJIAOLIBATECSA K UTPE B KeTrJIU U
cka3amn: «HemnoBek! Ko Thl TOYHO TAaKOB, TOTa HOUOM 1 OOOyOb MHE sIOI0KO C
mepeBa XKU3HU». — «A Ha 4TO OHO Tebe?» — CIIPOCUJI KOPOJieBUU. «f6I0KO MHE He
s cebss Hy2KHO, — OTBedaJl BeJinkaH. — ECTh y MeHsI HeBeCTa, KOTopasi OYeHb
XKeJlaeT ero MOJIyYUTh; HO CKOJIBKO s1 HU Opoaui no Oelly CBETY, a lepeBa ToTro Bce
OTBICKATh He MOor». — «Hy, Tak 4 oThIIy ero! — cka3saj KoposieBud. — M He
IMOHMMAal0, YTO OBl MOTJIO ITOMeIIIaTh MHEe TO sI0JI0KO C BETKH COPBATh?» — «A THI
OyMaellb, 3TO JIETKO? — CIPOCUJI BeJluKaH. — TOT caj, B KOTOPOM IePeBO pacTerT,
OKPYZKEH XeJIe3HOU PelIeTKOH, a Iepel TOI PELIeTKOO JieXXaT PAOKOM OUKUe
3BEPU U CTEPETYT Cajl, U HUKOTO BHYTPh €ro He BIIyCKarT». — «MeHS-TO BILyCTAT!»
— CcaMOYBEPEHHO CKa3aJl KopoyieBudY. «Jlaxke eCJiy Thl U IONaAellb B call U YBUAUIID
siOJIOKO Ha [epeBe, HOOBITh eTr0 BCe XKe MyOpeHO: IIepen TeM sI0JI0KOM ITOBEeIlIeHO
KOJIBIIO, ¥ Yepe3 9TO KOJIbII0O HYXKHO K sI0JIOKY PYKY HNPOTSHYTh, €CJIN JKeJlaelllb
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siOJIOKO TOCTATh ¥ COPBaTh, @ 3TO eIlle HUKOMY He yaaBanoch». — «Hy, a MHe
ymacTcsi», — CKa3ajl KOPOJIeBUY.

HpOCTI/IJ'ICﬂ OH C BE€JIMKaHOM, IIOIIIEJI II0 IropaM, IIO0 OoJjiaM, IIO IIOJIAM M OO0JIaM U
IoIllesT HaKOHEeIl O BOJIIIEOHOr0 caja.

H TouHO: BOKDPYT HETro y PEIIETKHN CIIJIOIIHBIM PAOOM JI€2KaJIk 3BEPH; HO OHHU
CKJIOHHUJIN T'OJIOBEI U CIIAQJIHN.

He mpocHynHUCh OHM [axKe U TOTHa, KOTHa KOPOJIEBUY K HUM ITOAOIIe]I, U OH
IIepecTyIIUI Yepes3 HUX, Ilepees3 yepe3 pellieTKy U 6J1aromoiaydyHo mpodpancs B
caf.

ITocpenu TOTro cama CTOSIIO DEPEBO XKU3HU, ¥ KPacHbBIe sI0JIOKM ero TakK U POEeIU Ha
BeTBaX!

Bnes oH 110 CTBOTY BBEPX M YYTh TOJIBKO XOTEJ MPOTSAHYTh PYKY K OJHOMY U3 SI0JIOK,
BUOUT, YTO BUCHUT IIeped TeM sI0JIOKOM KOJIBIIO...

U oH, He 3alyMaBIINCh, 6€3 BCSIKOTO YCUJIUS ITPOCYHYJT Yepe3 TO KOJIbIIO PYKY U
copBai siOJI0KO C BETKH...

Konb1io Ke Kpenko-HaKpeIrnkKo 00XBaTHUJIO eT0 PYKY, ¥ OH BAPYT OYYBCTBOBAJI BO
BCEM TeJie CBOEM I'DOMafHYIO CHUJLY.

Korpga KOpoJieBu4Y Cijie3 C sIOJIOKOM C OepeBa, OH y2K€ He 3aXO0TeJI IIepejyie3aTb 4epel
penmeTKy, a YXBATUJICA 3a OosbIINe CaOoOBEBI€ BOPOTA, BCTPAXHYII UX PA30K — U
BOPOTa C TPECKOM PACIIaXHYJIUCE.

OH BHIIIEN U3 Cajla, W JIeB, JIeXKaBIIUH IIepe BOPOTaMHU, ITPOCHYJICS U mobezKaJl 3a
HUM CJIEJIOM, HO yXKe He OUKHUU, He SPOCTHBIM — OH KPOTKO CJIe[IOBaJl 3a HUM, KaK
3a CBOUM T'OCIIOOUHOM.

KoponeBuu npuHec BenukaHy obellaHHoe I07I0KO U cKalas: «Buguis, s gocTan
ero 6e3 BCSIKOTO Tpyda».

BenukaH, 00pagoBaHHLIA T€M, YTO €T0 XKeJlaHue HCIIOJIHUIIOCH TaK OBICTPO,
IIOCIIEINJI K CBOEH HeBeCTe M OTHOaJI el 10JI0KO, KOTOPOro OHA TaK CHJIbHO
moOuBasiachk.

Ho ero HeBecTa Oblsla ITpeKpacHasi ¥ yMHas AeBYyIlIKa, ¥ KOr'fla OHa He yBHUIeJa
KOJIblla Ha ero pyKe, TO cKa3ajsa; «He moBepio s, 4TO Thl caM AOOHII 9TO sI67I0KO,
IIOKa He YBUIKY KOJIbIla Ha TBOeU pyKe». BenmukaH cka3ami: «MHe CTOUT TOJIBKO
CXOIOUTH IOMOM M IIPUHECTHU €Tro», — a caM IIpo cebs mymali, YTO He MyIpeHo OynerT
y cs1aboro 4yejoBeKa OTHSATH CUJIOI0 TO, YTO OH He 3aX04YeT YCTYIIUTh JOOPOBOJIBHO.
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U BoT OH moTpeboBas KOJIBIIO OT KOPOJIeBUYaA; HO TOT He oTHaBal. «Hy, Het! I'me
sI6JIOKO — TaM M KOJIbIIO [OJIXKHO OBITH! — CKa3as BeJiukKaH. — W ecnu THl MHe He
OTHallb ero JOOPOBOJIFHO, TO AOJI?KEH CO MHOIO 3a TO KOJIbIIO OUTHCS!»

Homnro 60pOJ'II/ICI:> OHH, HO BE€JIMKaH HHKaK He€ MOTI' COBJIagdaThk C KOPOJIEBHUYEM,
KOTOPOMY ITOCTOSHHO IMpHOaBaJI0O CUJIBEI €TI0 BOJIIIIEOHOE KOJIBIIO.

BoT Torpma-To BeMUKaH U IYCTUJICS Ha KOBAapHYIO XUTPOCTb, U TOBOPUT OH
KoponeBuuy: «O4UeHb YK 51 pa3orpencs oT 60pb0bI, ma 1 T Toxke! [TolgemM,
HCKYyIIaeMCs B PeKe U MPOXJIaJuMCs, Ipexkae 4yeM CHOBa OOPOTHCSI CTaHEM».

KopomneBuu, He BefaBIIUi KOBAPCTBA, IIOIIEN C BEIMKAHOM K peKe, BMecTe C
OIEeXKO0I0 CHSIJI M KOJILIIO C PYKH CBO€M U OPOCUJICS B PEKY.

BenukaH ke TOTYaC CXBATUJI KOJILIIO U MOOEXKajl C HUM IIPOYb; OJHAKO JIEB,
3aMEeTUBIINH KPaxXy, TOTYAC IIyCTUIICS BCJIE 3a BEIMKAHOM, BBIPBAJI ¥ HEr'O KOJIBIIO
13 PYK U IPUHEC er0 CBOEMY I'OCIIOIHUHY.

Torga BenvKaH MOTUXOHBKY BEPHYJICA Ha3al, CIPsSTaiCcs mo3aau ayba, pociiero Ha
Oepery, ¥ B TO BpeMsi, KOTHa KOPOJIEBUY CTaJl OOeBaThCs, OH HAllal Ha Hero u
BBIKOJIOJNI eMy ofa riasa.

BoT GenHbIN KOPOJIEBUY M OKA3aJICs CJIEINbIM U O€CIIOMOIIHEIM; a BeJIUKaH BHOBb
IIOIOIIeNI K HeMY, B35J1 €ro 3a PYKY, CJIOBHO XOTeJI IOMOYb €My, a CaM OTBeJI ero Ha
Kpau BBICOKOM CKaJlbl.

3mech BeJIMKaH ero MOKWHYJI, myMasi: «BoT, ellle mBa I1ara mepecTyIuT U YObeTCs
HAaCMepTh — TOTHA ST U CHUMY C HETO KOJIbIIO».

Ho BepHEIl 1€B HE OCTABUJI CBOET0 I'OCHOANHA, KPEIIKO YXBATHII €r0 3a OOeXAy U
MIOJIETOHBKY CTSHYJI €70 00PaTHO CO CKAJIhI.

Korma BepHYyJCS BelTrKaH, YTOOBI OrpabUTh HAaCMEPTh YOUBIIIErOoCsI KOPOJIeBHUYa, OH
yOegucsi, YTO XUTPOCTh He yaOasiach emy. «Jla HeyKeu XXe HeJlb3sT HU4eM CTyOUTh
3TOr0 c1aboro YenoBeYHuIIKy!» — TOJTBKO IPOTOBOPUJI OH, YXBAaTUJI KOPOJIEBUYA 3a
PYKY ¥ CBeJI ero II0 APYTo¥ JOpOore K Kpalo IMIPOIIacTH; HO JIEB, TPUMETHUB 3J10H
YMBICEJI, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 u3baBuI KOPOJIeBUYa OT OMMACHOCTH.

[Toporiass K caMOMYy Kpalo MPOIIacTH, BEJIMKAH BBEITYCTHUJI PYKY CJIETIa U XOTEJI ero
OCTaBUTH OMHOI'O, HO JIEB TAaK TOJIKHYJI BEJIMKAaHA, YTO TOT CaM II0JIeTEJI B ITPOIACTh
U pa3buICa HaCMEpPTh.

BepHoe XKUBOTHOE TIOCJIE 3TOTO CHOBA CyMEeJIO OTTSHYTh CBOETO TOCIIOIUHA OT
IIPOITACTH U IIPUBEJIO €T0 K IePEeBY, Y KOTOPOTO ITPOTEKal YHUCTHIN, ITPO3PAaYHBIN
pydeex.
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KoporsneBuu nipucen y py4bs, a JIeB IIpujer Ha 6epezkoK U CTajl eMy JIallolo
0OpBI3TUBaATh U3 PYUbs JIUIIO BOHOIO.

EmBa TONIBKO IBe KallId TOW BOMBI OPOCUJIM TJIa3HbIE BIIAAUHLI KOPOJIeBUYA, OH
OIISITH YK€ CTaJl HEMHOTO BUIETH U BAPYT Pa3rjIsifen MTUYKY, KOTopas
6/IM3EeXOHBKO OT HETO MPOJIeTeJIa U TKHYJIach B CTBOJI IEPEBA; 3aTEM OHA
OTIyCTHUJIaCh K BOJIEe U OKYHYJIach B Hee Pa30K-OPYyrod — U y2Ke B3BUJIACh JIETKO U, HE
3a7ieBas 3a [EPEBbs, MPOJIeTesla MeXAy HUMH, Kak OyATO Boga BEPHYJa el 3peHue.

B aToMm KOpoieBUY yBUAEN ITepCT Boxkuil — HaAKJIOHUIICS K BOJle Py4bsi, CTal B HEM
0OMBIBAaTh CBOM OYM ¥ OKYHaTh B BOOY MULI0. M KOra MOOHSJICS OT BOOBI, TO €TO
rja3a OKa3aJIuCh OMSTh HACTOJILKO CBETJILIMHM M YHMCTBIMHU, KaK HUKOTIa Ipexae U
He OBIBAJIH.

Bos6marogapusn bora KopojieBuY 3a BEJIUKYIO MUJIOCTh U IIOIIEJI CO CBOUM JIbBOM
OpomuTh 1o 6emy cBeTy. M BOT CIIy4mMIIOCh €eMy IIPUUTH K 3aKOJIOBAaHHOMY 3aMKy. B
BOpOTax 3aMKa CTOsiJia OeBYIIKa, CTpOMHas U KpacuBasi C000I0, HO COBCEM UepHas.

Ona ¢ HUM 3aroBopuia u ckasamna: «O, eciau ObI Thl MOT OCBOOOOUTH MEHS OT 3/IBIX
4ap, TATOTEIOUUX Hago MHOIO!» — «A 4TO s JOJIZKEH [JIs 9TOTO COEeNnaTh?» —
CIIPOCHUJI KOpoJieBUdY. [leByIllKa OTBedasa eMy: «Tpu HOYU JOIXKEH THI IIPOBECTHU B
00JILIIOM 3aJjie 3aKOJIHOBAHHOI'O 3aMKa, M CTpaX He HOJIKEeH MMETh OOCTyIla K
TBoeMy cepaiy. Kak ObI TeOs1 HU My4uIIU, TH [JOJI?KEH BCe BhIAEpPKaTh, HE UCITyCTUB
HHU 3BYKa, — TOrfga s Oyny m30aBiieHa OoT 4yap! 3Hal IPUTOM, UYTO XKU3HU TBOEU Yy
Tebs1 He OTHUMYT». — «CepIie Moe He 3HaeT cCTpaxa, — OTBedalsl KOPOJIeBUY, —
MIOIBITAIOCh, IPU BoXKbel MOMOIIN».

H oH Beceno HaAIIPpaBHUJICA B 3aMOK; a KOI'la CTEMHEJIO, CEJI OH B OO0JIBIIIOM 3aJie U
CTaJl O2KHIaThb.

ITo momyHO4YHU BCe OBIIO TUXO; @ B ITOJTHOYh IMMOOHSJICS B 3aMKe CTPAIITHBIN IITyM, U
130 BCEX YTJIOB SIBUJIMCh BO MHOXKECTBE MaJieHbKHe YepTeHssTa. OHU MPUKUHYIIUCH,
OyIoTO ero He BUOSAT, PAaCCEIUCh ITOCPeOn 3ajia, pa3Beu Ha MOJIy OTOHb U
MMPUHSIIIUCDH 3a UTPY.

Korma ogmu U3 HUX IIpoUrpaj, To CKa3an: «He magHO meno! 3aTecasncs cioga OOuH
4y2KakK, OH ¥ BUHOBAT B TOM, 4YTO S IIPOUTPHEIBar0». — «Ilorogu, ceryac npuny,
3ameyHbId Oec!» — cKasal Apyrou.

A KpuUK ¥ IIIyM, ¥ TaM BCe BO3pacTalid, ¥ HUKTO OBl He MOT UX CIIBIIIAaTh 0e3 yXkKaca...

Ho koposyieBuY cumesr COBepPIIeHHO CIIOKOMHO, U CTpax He O6pan ero. Ho BOT Bce
YepTeHsTa Pa30M BCKOYHUIIU C 3eMJIHM U OPOCUIUCH Ha HETOo, U ObIJI0O UX TaK MHOTO,
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YTO OH He MOT C HUMHU CIIpaBuThCs. OHU pBajid €ro, TacKalu II0 3eMJie, IIIUIIaIy,
KOJIONH, OMJIM ¥ MYYUJIU, HO OH He MPOU3HeC HU 3BYyKa.

ITon YTPO OHHM HMCY€e3JIh, U OH OBIT OO TaKOM CTENeHU UCTOMJIEH, UTO egBa MOT
III€EBEJIMTHCA.

Korpga xke paccCBeJio, K HEMY B3OIIlJId B 3adJIy Y€PHAsd OEeBUIlaA. OHa IIPHHECIIa eMy
6YTBIJ'IKY C JXKMBOIO BOJI0}0, 0OMBIJIa €Tr0 TOI0 BOMOI0, M OH TOTYAC II04YysJI B cebe
HAMJILIB HOBBIX CUJI, @ BCe ero 00JIu CTUXIIU Pa30oM...

IleBuila ckaszamna eMy: «OOHY-TO HOYb ThI BEIHEC 0JIaromoIy4YHO, HO TeOe IIPeCcTOSAT
elie aBe».

Cka3aB 3TO, OHa yJaluiach, ¥ OH yCIeJl 3aMEeTUTh, YTO ee HOTH yXKe 1obenenu 3a
9Ty HOYb.

Ha CIIEOYIOIIYIO HOYEL OIIATH ABUIJIMCH YEPTHU XU CHOBA IIPUHAJIMCE 3a CBOIO UT'DY;
IIOTOM CHOBa HaIlIaJIM Ha KOPOJIEBHYa U 6I/IJ'II/I, n My4YHUJIX €To ellle Oonee 2KeCTOKO,
HEe2XKeJIn B IIPEeOIIeCTBYIOIIYIO HOYb, TaK 9YTO BCE€ €TI0 TeJI0 OBLIO IIOKPBITO PaHaAMMH.

Ho Tak Kak OH BCe BEIHOCHUJI MOJT4a, OHU HaKOHeIl JOJIXKHBI ObIM OT HETO OTCTaTh, a
Ha 3ape siBUJIaCh K HeMY YepHas OeByIlKa U HCILeInsa ero KUBO! BOMOM.

H kormga oHa OT HETO yXoouiia, OH C PaOgOCTBhIO YBHUOEJTI, YTO OHA yCIIeJia nobesneTh [0
KOHYHMKOB IIaJIbIIEB Ha PYKaX.

OcTaBajyioch eMy BhIIepzKaTh eIlle TOJIbKO OOHY HOYb, HO 3aTO CaMylO CTpPaIIHyio!
YepTu SIBUIIUCH CHOBA I'ypb00I0...

«TrI BCce ellle )KUB! — Kpu4anu oHU. — Tebs, 3Ha4YUT, HafO TaK U3MYYUTh, YTOOBI U3
TeOs U OyX BOH!»

CTanu OHU ero KOJIOTb U 6I/ITB, CTalin 6pOCElTB Tyloa U CI0Oa, TaCKaThb 3a PYKH U 3a
HOT'H, CJIOBHO OBI XOTeJu Pa30pPBATh €0 Ha 9aCTHU: OOHAKO 2K€ OH BC€ BLEITEPIIEII 1
3BYKA HE ITPOHU3HEC.

Hakonerlr oHM uCcYe31u; HO OH yXKe JIexkKaJl COBCeM 00eCCUIIeHHBIM U He IBUTAJICS;
He MOT OH [lake ¥ BeK NPUIOOHSTDH, YTOOHI B3TJITHYTH Ha OEBYIIKY, KOTOPAs BOIIIJIa
K HEMY U ONpPBLICKMWBAa, 1 OOUIILHO 00JIMBajia ero > KNUBOI BOIOI0.

U BaopyT Bce 60/Iu B €T0 Tejle KaK PYKOM CHSIJIO, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s CBEKUM U
300POBEIM, CJIOBHO OYHYBIIIMMCS OT TSITOCTHOTO CHA; KOTHA K€ OH OTKPBIUI I'J1a3a, TO
yBUIeJ meper co00I0 OeBYIIKY — KaK CHer 0eJIyio U MpPeKpacHYIo KaK SCHBEIU [IeHb.
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«BcTaBait, — ckKasajla OHa, — Oa B3MaXHU TPUXKILI CBOUM MeYOM Hal JIECTHUIIEH U
BCE Yapbl CTUHYT Pa30M».

W Korpma oH 9TO BHIIIOJIHUJI, BECh 3aMOK pa3oM OblI m306aByIieH OT Yap, U OEeBYIIKa
OKa3ajilach 60TaToI0 KOPOJIEBHO. fBUIIMCH K HUM U CJIYTH, U 3asIBUJIN, YTO B
OOJIBIIIOM 3aJie CTOJI Y2Ke HAKPHIT U KYIIaHbs ITOIaHHL.

3aTeM OHU YCeJIUCh 3a CTOJI, CTaJIkd IIUTh XU €CThb BMECTE, a B€4epPOM TOI'0 2Ke OHSA
CBITPAJIX U PaJOCTHO OTIIPa3HOBAJIN CBOIO CBaJIb6y.
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