3anucKku u3 MepTBOIro 1oMa

B oTmanennbix Kpasx Cubupu, cpequ CTenew, rop Uin HelIPOXOOUMBIX JIECOB,
IoIafaloTCs U3penKa MajJeHbKHe ropofa, C OOHOM, MHOTO C OByMS ThICSYaMM
XKUTeJel, IepeBsIHHbIe, HEB3pauHble, C ABYMS liIepKBaMU — OIOHOU B IOpofe,
OpyToM Ha KJiambuile, — ropofa, Imoxoxue 00Jjiee Ha XOpoIllee IOIMOCKOBHOE CEeJIO,
yeM Ha ropop. OHU OOBIKHOBEHHO BeChbMa [JOCTAaTOYHO CHaOXKeHbl UCIIPpaBHUKaMHU,
3aceaTensIMU ¥ BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM CyOanTepHbIM YnHOM. Boobiie B Cubupu,
HEeCMOTPS Ha XOJIOM, CIIy?KUTh YPe3BhIYalHO TeIlsio. JIIoqu X KUBYT IIPOCTEIE,
HenubepanbHbIE; TTOPSIOKY CTapble, KPelKue, BeKaMU OCBsllleHHble. YUHOBHUKHU, 110
CIIpaBeJINBOCTH UTPAIOIe POIb CUOMPCKOTO ABOPSIHCTBA, — WUJIU TY3€MIIHL,
3aKopeHesble CUOUPSIKY, UIU Hae3xkue u3 Poccuu, 60JIbIIEI0 YaCThIO U3 CTOJIHUI],
IpeJibllleHHbIe BhIJaBaeMbIM He B 3aUeT OKJIaJloM KaJIOBaHbs, IBOMHBIMU
IIPOTroOHaMU U COOJIa3HUTEIbHBIMU HafexXaaMu B OyayieM. M3 HuX yMelolue
pa3peniaTh 3aragKy KMU3HU IOYTHU BCceTrga ocTaioTcss B Cubupu U ¢ HaclaXXgeHueM B
Hell YKOpPeHsIoTcs. BriocencTBuu oHU MPUHOCAT OoTraThle U clagkue 1maonasl. Ho
OpyTHe, Hapo[ JTeTKOMBICJIEHHBIM U He YMeIOIUM pa3pelllaTh 3arajgKy KU3HH,
CKOpPO HacKy4daioT CuOHUPHIO U C TOCKOM cebs CIipallliBaloT: 3a4eM OHHU B Hee
3aexanu? C HeTeplieHreM OTOLIBAIOT OHU CBOY 3aKOHHBLIM TE€PMUH CITYKOBI, TPU
rofia, 4 10 UCT€YEHUHU ero ToT4Yac XkKe XJIOIOYYyT O CBOeM IlepeBojie U
BO3BpalllaloTCcs BOCBosicu, 6paHs Cubuphb U nmopcMenBasich Hal Heto. OHU HeIlpaBHI:
He TOJIBKO C CNIy?Ke0HOM, HO JaXXe CO MHOTUX TO4YeK 3peHus1 B CuOupu MOKHO
671aXkeHCTBOBaTh. KimMaT MpeBOCXOOHEIN; eCTh MHOTO 3aMevdaTeJIbHO O0TraThIX U
x71€00COJILHBIX KYIIIIOB; MHOTO Ype3BbIUaliHO OCTAaTOYHBLIX HHOTOPOIeB. baphIliHU
LIBETYT PO3aMM U HPABCTBEHHEI [0 ITOCIeqHEeN KpalHOCTH. [I1Yb JIeTaeT 110 yIullaM
U caMa HaThIKaeTCs Ha O0XOTHUKaA. [IlaMIIaHCKOTO BHINIMBAETCS HEECTECTBEHHO
MHOTO0. MMKpa yOuBuUTeJIbHAsA. YpoxKai ObIBaeT B MHBIX MeCTaX CaM-IIITHAAIlaTh...
Booo6i1ie 3emist 6;1arocioBeHHasi. Hamo TOMbKO yMeTh €10 IToIb30BaThCsa. B Cubupu
YMEIOT €10 T10JIb30BaThCH.

B ogHOM M3 TaKuX BeCeJIbIX ¥ JOBOJIbHBEIX COO0I0 TOPOAKOB, C CAMBbIM MUJIENIITUM
HaceJIeHUeM, BOCIIOMHHaHMEe 0 KOTOPOM OCTAHETCS HEeU3TJIaduMBbIM B MOEM CePOlle,
BCcTpeTun A Anekcanpgpa [lerpoBuua ['opsgaHUYKMKOBa, ITOCEJI€HIla, POOUBIIET0CS B
Poccuu OBOPSSHUHOM ¥ MOMEIIIMKOM, IIOTOM CHOEJIaBIIET0CS CCHIIIBHOKATOPKHBIM
BTOPOTO pa3psga 3a YyOMMCTBO KEeHBI CBOEH U, I10 UCTEYEHUU OIPEeNeIeHHOTO eMy
3aKOHOM [EeCATUJIETHEIO0 TePMUHA KaTOPTU, CMUPEHHO U HECJIBIIIHO AOKUBABIIEr 0
cBou Bek B ropopake K. nmocenennem. OH, COOCTBEHHO, IPUIIKCaH ObLI K OOHOU
IMOOTOPOAHOM BOJIOCTH, HO KMJI B TOPOJe, UMesl BO3MOXKHOCTh TOOBIBATh B HEM XOTh
Kakoe-HMOyOb IponuTaHue oOy4deHrueM geTeil. B cubupckux ropogax 4acTo
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BCTPEYAIOTCS YYUTEJIS U3 CCHIJILHBIX ITIOCEJIEHIIER; UMM He Ope3raioT. Y4yaT XKe OHU
IIPEUMYIIeCTBEHHO (GPaHIy3CKOMY S3BIKY, CTOJIb HEOOXOOMMOMY Ha ITOIIPHUIIe
KU3HU U 0 KOTOpoM 6e3 HUX B OTHAJIEHHBIX Kpasix Cubupu He UMeJiu OBl U TIOHSITHUS.
B nepBeii pa3 g BcTpeTus AnekcaHapa [leTpoBruda B joMe OOHOTO CTAPUHHOTO,
3aCIyKeHHOT0 U XJ1e00COIbHOI0 YNHOBHUKA, MiBaHa MBaHbIdya ['BO3IUKOBA, Y
KOTOPOTO OBIJIO IIATH JOoYepel, Pa3HBIX JIET, ITOJaBaBIINX ITPeKpPacHble HaJleKhl.
Anekcaupp [leTpoBud maBaj UM YPOKU YeTHIPe pa3a B HeHeJllo, 10 TPUALaTu
Komeek cepebpom 3a ypok. HapyKHOCTbL ero MeHsI 3auHTepecoBasa. ITo ObLI
Ype3BLIYaWHO OJIeOHBIN M XYI0M YeJIOBEK, eIlle HeCTaphll, JIeT TPUOIIATH HSATH,
MaJIeHbKUY U THlenymIHbiti. OgeT ObIJI BCeraa BechMa YHUCTO, Mo-eBponeicku. Eciu
BBl C HUM 3aroBapuBajii, TO OH CMOTpeJl Ha BaC Ype3BEIYalHO IIPUCTAJIBHO U
BHUMATEJIbHO, C CTPOT'OM BEXKJIMBOCTHIO BBEIC/IYIIUBAJI KaXkJoe CJIOBO Ballle, Kak
OyATo B HETO BAyMbIBasiCh, KaK OYITO BBl BOIIPOCOM BalllUM 3afajid eMy 3ajaydy Ujn
XOTHUTE BHIIIBITATh ¥ HETO KaKy0-HUOyOb TallHy, ¥, HaKOHeEll, 0TBedaJl ICHO U
KOPOTKO, HO O TOT'O B3BellIUBasA KaXaoe CJI0OBO CBOETr0 OTBeTa, YTO BaM BOPYT
CTAQHOBUJIOCH OTYET0-TO HEJIOBKO U BHI, HAKOHEL], CaMU PafOBaJIuCh OKOHYaHUIO
pa3rosopa. 4 Torga ke paccrapocus o HeM ViBana MBaHBIYa U y3Hal, 4TO
T'oOpsSTHYMKOB KMBET 0€3YKOPU3HEHHO ¥ HPABCTBEHHO U YTO MHaue MBaH MBaHBIY
He IIpUrjacus O6bl ero ajs godepel CBOUX; HO YTO OH CTPAIIHBLIN HEJTIOOUM, OTO
BCeX NIPAYETCs, Ype3BbIYalHO y4YeH, MHOI'O YUTAET, HO TOBOPUT BeCbMa MaJio U 4TO
BOOOIIle C HUM AOBOJIbHO TPYAHO Pa3rOoBOPUTHLCS. HBIE yTBEPXKOaIu, YTO OH
IIOJIOKUTEJIbHO CyMacClIeIInK, XOTS ¥ HaXOOUJIU, YTO, B CYIIIHOCTH, 3TO €elle He
TaKOU BaXKHBIU HEOCTATOK, YTO MHOT'ME U3 IIOYETHHIX YJIEHOB I'Opoga IOTOBEL
BCcsA4YecKu obnackaTh AnmekcaHapa [leTpoBuda, YTO OH MOT ObI JaxKe ObITh
IOJIE3HBIM, IIMCATh MPOCLORI U IIpod. [losaranu, 4TO ¥ HETO OOJI?KHA OBITh
nopsifoyHas ponHs B Poccuu, MoxkeT OBITh, laXke U He IIOCJieqHMe JII0OAW, HO 3HAJIH,
YTO OH C CaMOU CCBIJIKU YIIOPHO IIpeCeK C HUMU BCSAKUE CHOILIEHUS, — OOHUM
crnoBoM, Bpenurt cebe. K ToMy ke y Hac Bce 3HaJIM €TI0 UCTOPHIO, 3HAJIHU, YTO OH
yOuJI JKEeHY CBOIO ellle B IIEPBHIM o[l CBOEr0 CYIIPYyKeCTBa, YOUJI U3 PeBHOCTU U CcaM
IoHecC Ha cebs (4To BecbMa 00JIeTYHJIO ero HaKa3aHue). Ha Takue xe
IIpecCTyIUIeHUA BCerga CMOTPAT KaK Ha HeC4YaCTUs U coxKalleloT o Hux. Ho,
HEeCMOTPS Ha BCE 9TO, YyAaK YIIOPHO CTOPOHUJICS OT BCEX U SIBJIAJICS B JIIOASX
TOJIBKO [aBaTh YPOKWU.

4 cuayana He oOpaian Ha Hero 0COOEHHOTO0 BHUMAaHM, HO, CaM He 3Hal0 I10YeMy,
OH MaJIo-IIoMaJlly Hadall UHTepecoBaTh MeHs. B HeM OBLIIO YTO-TO 3arafodHoe.
PasroBopuThcst He OBIJIO C HUM HU Majeilnell BO3MOKHOCTU. KOHeUHO, Ha BOIIPOCHI
MOU OH BCerpa OTBedall M JaXKe C TAaKUM BUAOM, KaK OyOTO CUUTAaJl 3TO CBOEIO
IepBeuIe 00s13aHHOCTRIO; HO IIOCJIE €70 OTBETOB S KaK-TO TATOTHUJICS €T0 HOJIbIIe
paccupalnBaTh; a ¥ Ha JIUlle ero, Iocjie TaKUX Pa3roBOPOB, BCerga BUOHEIOCh
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KaKoe-TO CTpajaHue u yroMmieHue. [IoMHIO, s IIeJI ¢ HUM OOHAaXAbl B OOUH
IIpEeKpacHbIY JIeTHUM Bedep OoT MBaHa MBaHbIYa. BOApyr MHe B3yMaiocCh
IIPUTJIACUTHL €T0 Ha MUHYTKY K cebe BEIKYPUTh IManupocKy. He Mory onucaTthb, KaKou
y2Kac BBIpa3UJICS Ha JIMIle ero; OH COBCEM IIOTEPSJICS, Hadaa 60pMOTaTh KaKue-To
0ecCBsI3HBIE CIIOBA U BAPYT, 37T00HO B3TJISTHYB Ha MeHsi, Opocuics 6exkaTh B
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY. 4 naxe ygususcsa. C Tex Iop, BCTpedasiCh CO MHOH,
OH CMOTpeJI Ha MeHs KakK OyATO C KaKUM-TO uciyroM. Ho s He yHSICS; MEHS Y4TO-TO
TAHYJIO K HEMY, U MecCsL CIIYCTS 51, HU C TOT'0 HU C Cero, caM 3alleil K [[OpssHYuKOBY.
Pa3ymeeTcs, 1 mocTynui Iyno u HegenukaTHo. OH KBapTUPOBaJI Ha CaMOM Kpatro
ropopa, y CTapyxu MeIllaHKH, ¥ KOTOpou Oblsia 60IbHAsI B YaXOTKe 0Yb, a ¥ TOM
He3aKOHHOPOXKOeHHas No4b, peOeHOK JIeT eCATH, XOPOollleHbKasi U BeceJleHbKas
neBouka. AnekcaHap [leTpoBudu cumes ¢ HeU U YyYUJI ee YUTATh B Ty MUHYTY, KakK s
BOIIIEJI K HeMY. YBUS MeHsI, OH 4O TOT'O CMeIlaJicsi, Kak OyATo s IoiMall ero Ha
KaKoOM-HUOyOb npectyiyieHuu. OH pacTepssicsi COBEPIIIEeHHO, BCKOYHJI CO CTyjIa U
TJIsifell Ha MeHs BO BCe rjia3a. Mbl HaKOHeEL] YCEeIUCh; OH IIPUCTAJIbHO CIIEeOUII 3a
KaX[ObIM MOUM B3TJIIAOM, KaK OyOTO B KaXKAOM U3 HUX IIO03peBajl KaKoU-HUOYIb
0COOEHHBIM TaMHCTBEHHBIN CMBICH. f gorapmasncs, YTO OH OBIJI MHUTEJIEH OO
cyMacuiecTBusi. OH C HEHABUCTHIO IJIAle]I Ha MEeHs, YyTh He clIpaliuBasi: «[la cKopo
JI¥ THI YUOELIb OTCIoHa?» ¢ 3aroBOpPUJI C HUM O HAllleM I'OpOAKe, O TEKYIIUX
HOBOCTSX; OH OTMaJIYMUBaJICS U 31100HO yJbIOaICcsi; 0Ka3ajloCh, YTO OH He TOJIBKO He
3HaJI caMbIX OOBIKHOBEHHBIX, BCEM M3BECTHBIX I'OPOACKHUX HOBOCTEM, HO axKe He
WHTEpeCcoBasiCs 3HaTh UX. 3aTOBOPUJI S IIOTOM O HallleM Kpae, O ero NoTPpeOHOCTX;
OH CIIylllaJl MeHS MOJi4a ¥ O TOI'0 CTPAaHHO CMOTPEJI MHe B I'Jla3a, 4YTO MHE CTajlo
HaKOHeI] COBECTHO 3a Halll pa3roBop. BripoueM, g 4yTh He pa3npa3Hull ero HOBEIMU
KHUTaMU U KypHaJlaMH; OHU OBbUIM Y MEeHS B PyKaX, TOJIBKO UYTO C TIOYTHI,
Ipepnsarajl UX emy ellle Hepa3pe3aHHble. OH OPOCHUJI Ha HUX XKAOHBIN B3TJISAM, HO
TOTYacC Xe [IepeMeHUJI HaMepeHre U OTKJIOHUJI IIpefJioXkKeHne, OT3bIBasiCh
HemocyroM. HakoHell s ITPOCTUIICS C HUM U, BEIUIS OT HEro, IO4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO C
cepAlia MOeTo CIiajla KakKasi-TO HeCHOCHas Ts3KeCTb. MHe OBIJIO CTHIIHO U
I10Ka3aJI0Ch YPEe3BBIYAVHO IJIYIILIM [IPUCTaBaTh K YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPBHIY UMEHHO
II0CTaBJIAeT CBOEIO IJIaBHEUIIIEI0 3ajauyel0 — KaK MOXKHO [10JaJsIblIe CIPATaTbCSI OT
Bcero cBeta. Ho merno Obvlsio cuenaHo. [TOMHIO, UYTO KHUT Yy HETO IIOYTU COBCEM He
3aMeTuJI, U, cTajao OBITh, HECIIPABEIJIMBO TOBOPUIU O HEM, YTO OH MHOTO UHTaeET.
OpHako Xe, Ipoe3zKas pa3a [Ba, 0O4eHb II030HO HOYbI0, MUMO €10 OKOH, S 3aMeTUJI
B HUX CBeT. YTO XKe [esal OH, IPOCUXKHKBaA 00 3apu? He nucan nu oH? A eciu Tak,
4YTO K€ UMEHHO?

OO6cTOsITENBCTBA YOAIUIN MEHS M3 HAIIeTo TOPOAKA MeCsIla Ha TPU. Bo3BpaTscCh
OOMO¥ yKe 3UMOI0, s y3HaJll, YTO AleKcaHap I1eTpoBuUY yMep OCEHbI0, yMep B
yeOWHEHUU U JaXe HU pa3y He Io3Bal K cebe jiekapsi. B ropogke o HEM yKe MOYTH
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no3abeinu. KBapTupa ero crossa mycras. fd HeMeOIeHHO IT03HAaKOMUJICS C
XO03UKOM ITOKOMHWKA, HaMepeBasiCh BEIBEIATh YV Hee: 4eM 0COOeHHO 3aHMMAJICs ee
KUIel U He IHcall IX OH Yero-Huoyab? 3a OBYyIPUBEHHBIM OHA ITPUHEC]IA MHE
1iejioe JIYKOIIKO OyMar, OCTaBUINXCS IIOCJIe ToKoMHUKa. CTapyxa Mpu3Hasiach, 4YTo
IBe TEeTPAAKM OHA yzKe UcTpaTuiia. ITo Obljla yrpioMas U MomdanuBas 6aba, oT
KOTOPOM TPYOHO OBIJIO MOIBITAaTLCA Yero-Huoynb ImyTHoro. O XKuJblle CBOEM OHa He
MoOrJia CKa3aTb MHe HU4Yero ocobeHHoro HoBoro. 1o ee cjioBaM, OH IIOYTH HUKOTIA
HUYero He fejall ¥ II0 MecsllaM He pacKphiBajJl KHUTHU U He Opasl mepa B pyKHU; 3aTo
LieJible HOYM IIpOXazkKuBaJjl B3a[ U BIIepe[ 110 KOMHATe U BCe YTO-TO AyMall, @ HUHOTJa
U TOBOPUJI caM ¢ cO000I0; YTO OH OYeHb IOJII0OUJI ¥ 0YeHb JlacKaJll ee BHYUKY, KaTio,
0coOeHHO C TeX IIop, Kak y3HaJl, 4To ee 30ByT KaTeii, u uTo B KaTepuHUH [IeHb
KaX[bI¥ pa3 XOOU/I 10 KOM-TO CIIyKUTh IMaHuxuAy. ['ocTell He MOT TepPIeTh; CO
IBOpPA BEIXOIOMJI TOJILKO YUUTH eTeM; KOCUJICA HaxXke Ha Hee, CTapyxy, KOraa oHa,
pa3 B HefeJlio, IPUX0ausia XOTh HEMHOXKKO ITpubpaTh B ero KOMHAaTe, U ITOYTHU
HUKOTla He CKa3aJl C Hel0o HH eJUHOTO0 CJIOBa B LieJIbIX TPHU rofa. 4 crnpocun Kartio:
IIOMHHUT JIU OHa cBoero yuuTesisi? OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHsI MoJjidya, OTBEPHYJIAacCh K
CTeHKe U 3alyiakaja. Ctasno ObITh, MOT K€ 3TOT YeJIOBEK XOTh KOTO-HUOYIb
3aCTaBUTh JIIOOUTH cebs1. f yHec ero Oymaru u Ieblii TeHb nepebupan ux. Tpu
4yeTBepPTHU 3TUX OyMar ObIJIM IyCThle, He3Havallle JTIOCKYTKU UIHU yYeHUudecKue
yIpaxHeHuUs ¢ nponuceii. Ho TyT ke 6blyla ofjHa TeTpalKa, JOBOJILHO 00beMUCTAs,
MeJIKO HCIIHCaHHas U HeJOKOHYEeHHasl, MOXKeT ObITh, 3a0pollieHHas U 3a0biTas
caMMUM aBTOPOM. JTO OBIJIO OIMCAaHUe, XOTs U OeCCBSI3HOE, IeCATUJIeTHEN
KaTOP2KHOU XKWU3HHU, BBIHECEHHOU AjieKcaHOpoM IleTpoBuyeM. MecTamMu 3TO
oIlMCaHMe IIPepHIBaoCh KaKOI0-TO APYTrOi0 IOBECThI0, KAKUMHU-TO CTPAHHBIMHU,
y2KaCHBIMHM BOCIIOMMHAHHUSIMHU, HAOPOCAaHHBIMU HEPOBHO, CyAOPOKHO, KakK OyATO I10
KaKOMY-TO IIPUHYXKAEHUI0. I HECKOJIBKO pa3 IIepedyruTHIBajl 3TH OTPLIBKU U IIOYTHU
yOenOusics, 4YTO OHU MHUCaHHI B cyMacliecTBUU. Ho KaTopKHBIe 3anucKu — «CleHb
n3 MepTBOTO MOMa», — KakK Ha3blBaeT OH UX CaM I'Ile-TO B CBOeM PYKOIIUCH,
IOKa3a/JIuCh MHe He coBceM Oe3bIHTepeCHBIMU. COBEpPIIEHHO HOBLIM MUD, [0 CUX
TIOP HEBEOOMBIN, CTPAHHOCTH UHBLIX ()aKTOB, HEKOTOPhEIe 0COOEHHEIE 3aMETKH O
noru6IlieM Hapoje yBIEeKIIM MeHs, U S IpoYesl KOe-4TO C JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM.
PasymeeTcs, st Mory ommbaTthcsi. Ha mpo0Oy BeIOMpaio cHavaila ABe-TPU T'JIaBhl;
IyCTb CYOUT IIyOIuKa...
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