3MEeHuHBbIHN CJIel

Te peb6siTa, JIeBOHThEBHI-TO, KOUM [107103 60TaTCTBO MOKAa3all, CTAJIX ITOMPABISIThCS
KUTBUIIKOM. [lapoM 4TO OTel] BCKOpe IIOMeP, OHU I'of OT TOfy Jiydllle [a Jiydllle
XKUBYT. N30y cebe rmoctaBunu. He To 4TOOBI JOM 3aTEUIMBOM, a TaK — U30yIIedyKa
cupaBHasa. KOpOBeHKyY KyIUiy, JIOLIaab 3aBEeJIU, OBEYEK 10 TPeX I'0JIOB B 3UMY
IIyCKaTh cTajau. MaTb-TO HapaJoBaThbCA He MOXKET, YTO XOTh B CTAPOCTU CBET
yBUIeIa.

A BCce TOT cTapn4oK — CeMeHBIY-TO — HacToBajl. OH TyT BCeMy OeJly r0JioBa.
Hayuun pebsaT, Kak C 30JI0TOM 00XOOUTHCS, YTOOBI U KOHTOPA He MHNOKO
npuMedarsia U Apyrue crapatenu He O0JIbHO 3apUIUCh. XUTPO BeOb C
30710TUINIKOM-TO! Ha Bce cTOpoHE! ornsigbiBalicsi. CBoM OpaT-cTapaTenb
MOATISAABIBAET, KyIiell, KaK KOPIIyH, 30PpUT, ¥ KOHTOPCKO Ha4yaJIbCTBO B I'Jla3y
mepxkut. BoT 1 noBopauuBaicsa! OOHUM-TO MaJiojleTKaM I'je C TaKUM OeJIOM
ynpaBuThcsi! CeMeHBIY BCe UM U IMOKa3aj. OgHeM CII0BOM, OOyUHII.

2KuByT pebsiTa. B rombsl BXOOUTHL CTaJIM, @ BCe Ha CTApOM MeCTe cTapalTcs. U
OpyTrue cTapaTejiu He yXOonOsaT. XO0Th HEKOPBICTHO, a HaMBIBaloT, BUOHO... Hy, ay
pebsT Tex u BOBCe JIagHO. IIpo 3amac 30JI0OTUIIKO OCTaBIISATh CTaJIH.

TonbKO 3aBOACKOE HAYalbCTBO YTJISIAEI0 — HEeIJIOXO CUPOTHI 2KUBYT. B mpa3mHUK
KaKOM-TO, KaK MaTh U3 MeYKHU PHIOHBIN ITUPOT JOCTaBajla, K HUM U IThIX 3aBOCKOM
pacchlIKa:

— K npuka3uuky crynaute! Benen Hemenns.
[MTpumny, a TpUKa34YuK Ha HUX ¥ HAKUHYJICH:

— Bl 0 KOTOPO¥ ITOPHI MIAJIBITaHUTE OymeTe? ['NIAOu-Ko — B BEPCTY BEIMaxall
KaXKIbll, a Ha OapuHa equHOTo OHS He pabaTeiBain! ITo kakuM TakuM mmpaBam? Ilof
KpacCHY IIallKy 3aX0TeJIM ajiid Kak?

PebsaTa 00BSICHAIOT, KOHEYHO:

— TATeHbKY, OecKaTh, IOKOMHOI0, KaK OH BOBCe M3 CHJI BEIOMJICS, caM OapHH Ha
BOJIIO OTIyCTUJI. Hy MBI ¥ myManu...

— A BB, — KPpUYUT, — He OAyMalTe, a KaXXUTe aKTOBY Oymary, 1o Koei BaM BOJIS
npomnucaHal

Y peb6aT, KOHEeUYHO, HUKAKOU TaKoli OyMmaru He ObIBajio, OHU U HEe 3HAIOT, YTO
CKa3arTh.
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[TpuKa34yuK TOrga U OOBSIBUIMI:
— Ilo matu coTeH HECUTE — HaM Oymary.
3TO OH, BUOHO, UCIBITHIBAM, HE 00BSBAT Ju pebsta meHbru! Hy, Te yKpEenuIucse.

— Ecnmu, — roBOpUT MJIAAIINM, — BCe Hallle XO35IUCTBO M0 HUTOYKHU ITPOAATh, TaK U
TO IIOJIOBUHELI HEe HAOeKUT.

— Korpga Tak, BEIXOOUTE C yTpa Ha paboTy. Hapsaguuk ckaxeT Kyfga. [la, Tiasagure,
He oma3gblBaTh K pa3Hapsanke! B ciyyae — BBIIOPIO I IEPBOTrO pa3y!

[MTpuyHbITY HaAIM PeOATYIIKM. MaTepu cKa3ajiu, Ta 1 BOBCE BOM ITOOHsIIA:
— Ou, ga 4TO Xe 39TO, OeTOHBbKH, ITofesnochk! Jla Kak MBI TeIepb XXKUTh CTaHEM !

Popus, cocequ Habexanu. KTo coBeTyeT npolieHbe OapuHy NUCaTh, KTO BEJIUT B
rOpoJ K TOPHOMY Ha4dasbCTBY UATHU, KTO IPUKUABIBAET, HAa CKOJIb BCE XO3SIUCTBO
BBHITSIHET, eXKeJIu ero npopaTtb. KTo ondaTe nyxaert:

— Iloka, meckaTh, TO fa Ce, IPUKA3UYUKOBHI IIOJIJIOKOTHUKHU JKUBO CXBATSAT, BEIIOPIOT
oa u B ropy. [IpuKyioT TaM LiensiMH, TOTHa UIIH yIIpaBy!

Tak BOT U ygyMBIBa/Iud BCSIK II0-CBOEMY, @ TOT'O HUKTO He NMOMEKHYJI, UTO Y PelsT,
MOZKET, BIISITEPO €CTh IPOTUB IIPHUKA3YUKOBA 3aIIPOCY, TOJILKO OOBABUTEL OOSTCS.
[Tpo 3TO, CHBILIL-KO, U MaTh V¥ HUX He 3Hasa. CeMeHbIY, KakK eIlle B XKUBHIX ObIJI,
4acTO UM TBEPOHUII:

— Ilpo 30510TO B 3ammace HUKOMY He CKa3bIBall, 0COOJIMBO KeHIIMHe. MaTh Jiu,
XKeHa, HeBeCTa — BCe eIMHO IMoMajKuBau. Maso nu cinydail Kakou. HabGexur,
IpUMEPHO, TOPHAas cTpaXa, OOBICKUBATh CTaHYT, CTPacTel BCAKUX HACYJIAT.
XKeHmyHa UHaA U KpelKas Ha CJIOBO, a TyT 3a00UTCs, KaK OBl CBIHY TU00 MyXKy
XyZa He BBIIIO, BO3bBMET Ja U yKaXkKeT MeCTO, a CTpaKHUKaM TOTO ¥ HaJo. 30JI0TO
BO3BMYT U 4eJIoBeKa 3ary0saT. U XeHIMUHa Ta, TIISOUIIb 3a CBOIO HEYCTOUKY
roJI0BOM B Bomy /1m0O IEeTI0 Ha 11e. briBanoe 3to geno. OcteperanTech! Kak
IIOTOM B TOAHI BOUETE Ja )KEHUTECh — He 3a0bIBaliTe IIPO 3TO, @ MaTEPU CBOEU U
HaMeKy He maBaiTe. Crnabas OHa y Bac Ha SI3bIKe-TO — II0XBAacTaTh CBOMMU
OeTOHbKaMM JIIOOUT.

PebsiTa 3TO ceMeHBEIYEeBO HaCTaBJIEHbE KPEeIIKO IIOMHMUIIN U IIPO CBOMU 3ariac HUKOMY
He CKa3hbIBaJlu. Ho,r_[o3peBam/I, KOHEYHO, OApyTrue CtapaTeiid, 4TO OOJIZKEH OBITH y
pe65{T 3allacell, TOJILKO MHOT'O JIM 1 B KOTOPOM MECTE XPaHAT — HE€ 3HaJIHu.

ITocymauunm cocenu, IMMOTYXKUJIN A C TEM M PA30ILINCh, YTO YTPEUYKOM, BUIHO,
pebsiTaM Ha pPa3HAPSOKY BHIXOOUTD.
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— be3 3T0oro He MMHOBATE.

Kak He cTano yyxkux, Maagiiui OpaT U TOBOPHUT:

— IloMimeM-ko0, 6paTKo, Ha MpuKUCK! IIpoCTUMCS XOTb...

Crapiuui IOHUMAaeEeT, K 4eMy pa3roBop.

— W 10, — roBoput, — nougem. He serde nu Ha BeTepKe I'OJI0BE CTaHET.

C06paﬂa WM MAThb IIOCTPSAIIEHEK IMPA3JHUYHBIX JAd OT'YPIIOB ITOJIO2KHJIA. OHxu,
KOHEYHO, 6YTBIJ'IKY B3s4JIM U IIOIIIJIN Ha PH6I/IHOBKy.

HUpoyt — momuyat. Kak gopora jiecoMm moiiia, CTapliu U TOBOPUT:
— I[IpuxopoHUMCS MaJjIeHbKO.

3a KpyTHIM IIOBOPOTOM CBEPHYJIU B CTOPOHY Oa TYT y JOPOTH U JIeTIH 3a
IIAIIOBHUKOM. BEIIIMIIN IO CTaKalllKy, IT0oJiesKalu MaJIeHbKO, CIBIIIAT UAeT KTO-TO.
[Mornsimenu, a 3To Banbka CodeHb C KOBIIIOM U IIPOYUM CTPYMEHTOM I10 JOpOre
nuienaeT. ByaTo cno3apaHKy Ha OPUUCK Ioliesn. CTapaHbe Ha HErO HaKaTUiIo,
KocymKky He gonusi! A aToT CoueHb Yy KOHTOPCKUX B coOayKax XOOUJI: TOEe YTO
BBIHIOXATh — €ro MoAchklIanu. [laBHO Ha 3aMeTKe Oblsl. He oguH pa3s ero 6uBamny, a
BCe He IIONyCKaJicsi cBoeMy peMecity. CaMblil BpeOHBIM MYKUYOHKO. X0351UKa
MepHOU rOpH y2K CaMa ero IOoTOM TaK Harpaauia, YTO BCKOPOCTH OH U HOTH
npoTsauyna. Hy, He o ToM pa3rosop... [Ipoiien aToT CoueHb, OpaThsd NEePEMUTHYJIUCS.
Masno norons merapb BEepXOM Ha JIomagke nmpoexasi. Eine nonexanu — cam
[TumeHOB Ha cBoeM Epinnke BHIKaTHII. KOPpOOYHUIIIEYKO JIETOHBKUM, K IporaM
yOOYKY MpuBsidaHbl. Ha pribanky, BUOHO, moexarll.

9toT [TuMeHOB M0 TOMY BpeMeHH B [1071eBO¥ caMbIfl OTYASTHHBIN OBIJT — 110 TAWHOMY
3omoTy. M Epmnka y Hero Bce 3Hanmu. CTEHSYOK Jjiolagka. Co60o¥ HEeBETUYKa, a OT
000 TPOUMKY yuaeT. I'me TonbKo Oo0ObI Takyio! OHa, CKa3kIBAIOT,
OBYXKOJIofelTHas Obljia, C IBOMHBIM OBIXOM. XOTh HNSATHAECAT BEPCT Ha MaxX MOTJIa...
Ioronu ee! Camasi BOpOBCKas Jolllagka. MHOTO Ipo Hee pacCKa3biBanu. Hy, u
XO35TMH TOXKe HaMSTHIII A00pHIM OblI, — OOUH Ha OOWH C TaKUM He BcTpedatics. He
TO 4YTO HBIHEIIHVEe HaCJIeOHUKU, KOTOPEIE BOH B TOM [OBYX3Ta*KHOM JOMe XKUBYT.

PebsiTa, KaK yBUAEJIM 3TOT0 PLIO0JIOBA, TaK U 3aCMESIMCh. MaAIlinil HOOHSJICS
13-3a KyCTOB [1a ¥ TOBOPUT, HE TPOMKO BCe XK TaKu:

— HBaH BacunbeBud, BeCHI-TO C TOOOH?
Kymew BUOUT — CMeeTCs IapeHb, U TOXKe [MIYTKOU OTBEYaeT:

— B sroM-TO necy ma He HauTHu! Brio OB YTO BECUTE.
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I[ToTrom nmpupgepzkain Epuika ¥ TOBOPHUT:
— Komnu meno ecTs, caguce — 1moaBsesy.

Takasi y HET0, CJIBIIIb-KO, ITI0BaZKa Obljla — 30JI0THIIKO Ha JIOIIaAu NPUHUMATh.
Hapesincsa Ha cBoero Epmuka. YyTh 4T0: «EpPINKUK, yoapoo!» — ¥ TOJIBKO IIBLITB
cTos160M 1100 OPHI3TH BO BCE CTOPOHEI.

Peb6siTa oTBeuatoT: «HeT ¢ coboii», — a caMu cIpalInBaioT:
— I'me Te6s, UBan Bacunpud, uCKaTh yTPOM Ha CBETY?

— Kakoe, — cmparmuBaeT, — gejio — 0OO0JIbIIOe aau IIyCTIK?
— bynro caMm He Befaells...

— BepmaTh-TO, — OTBedaeT, — Benalo, fa He Bce. He 3Haw, TO 11 00a OTKyNaThCsA
cobpanuck, TO JIM OOQUH CIIEPBa.

[ToToMm nomon4an ga ¥ TOBOPUT, KaK yIpeXaaerT:

— I'mapuTte, pebsita, — 30pAT 3a BaMu. COYHS-TO BUIOETUA?
— Hy, kak xe.

— A merapsa?

— Toxe BUnenu.

— Emie, momou, mocjaayu KOro 3a BaMM OOTIAObIBAaTh. M0OXKeT, KTO ¥ OXOTOH. 3HAIOT,
BUIIIb, YTO BaM K yTPY A€HbI'M HY2KHBI, BOT U KapaynaT. Y To moexas BaC yIPEeOuTh.

— 3a 1o crnacubo0, a TOJIbKO MEI TOXKE IOTIIABIBaEM.
— BuxXy, 4TO mOHaATOpENH, a BCe OCTeperanTecs!

— Bourtnbcs, Kak Obl y TeOs He yIIIIOo!

— Hy, moe-To BepHoe. [Ipyroi He KyITUT — TOOOUTCS.
— A nouem?

[TuMeHOB IIpUXKaJl, KOHEYHO, B lieHe-TO. fcTpeboK Beab. OT :KMBOTO Msica TaKOT0O He
OTOpPBEIHS!

— Bonbiie, — roBopuT, — He mam. I[TIoToMy mesio 3aMeTHOoe.
Cpsgunuch. [ITuMeHOB ToTa U IIEeIHYI:

— Ha 6peary no IInoTuHKe mpoe3xkaTh Oyay — MOACaxy...
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[TomeBenun BoxxkKamu: «Ctymnau, Epmuk, noronsu meraps!» Ha npoijasbe eile
CIIPOCHUII:

— Ha gBoux aju Ha OOHOTO TOTOBUTH?

— Camu He 3HaeM — CKOJIb HacKpebeTcs. [ToNUIlKy Bce K TaKu 0epu, — OTBETUIT
MJIQOIINHI.

OTpexan KyImel,.
BpaTesa momonmyanu MajieHbKO, IIOTOM MJIQAIINU ¥ TOBOPUT:

— BpaTtko, a Begb 9T0 [IMMeHOB OT yMa rosopuJi. HenmagHo Ham 60JibllIe OEHbIU
Ccpa3y OKa3aTh. XyO0O MOXKET BHIUTU. OTOEPYT — U TOIBKO.

— Toxke u s mymalo, ma OBITH-TO KaK?

— MoxerT, Tak cuenaeM! CxoouM elrfe K IPUKA34YUKY, TOKJIaHIEMCSsI, He CKUHET JIU
MaJIeHbKO. IToToM 1 cKazkeM, — OOJIbIlle YeTEIPeX COTeH He HaCKPEeCTH, KOJIU BCe
XO035IUCTBO ITpomaTh. OMHOIr0-TO, ITIOAH, 3a YEeTHIPE COTHU BBHIIYCTUT, U JIFOOU OYOyT
OyMaTh, YTO MBI U3 IIOCJIEAHEr0 coOpaiy.

— Tak-To nagHo OB, — OTBEeYAET CTAPIIMNM, — Ia KOMY B KPEIIOCTH OCTaBaThCs?
2KepeObeBKOM, BUTHO, ITPUETCS.

Tyt mnmagmui ¥ gaBau 1e6e3UTh:

— 2KepebneBKa, meckaTh, yero 0wl tydine! be3 o6unsl... [Ipo 9TO YTO TOBOPUTE...
Tonbko BOT y TeOSI U3BSH... TJIa3 NOBPEXKAEHHEIN... B cily4ae omomku, Tebs B
coyjaThl HE BO3BMYT, @ MeHs 4eM oOpakyemb? YyTh 4TO — cHamyT. Torga y2K BOIu
He YBUOUIIL. A THI OBl IIOCTPaAall MaJjIeHbKO, 51 OBl Te0s1 KMBO BHIKynui. ['ogy He
IpoUOeT — K NpUKald4uuky nouny. CKOiIb HA 3alIlpOCUT — OTHaM. B aToMm He
cymineBaiicsa! Heyxk y MeHs1 coBecTu HeT? BMmecTe, moau-kKo, 3apabaTtrsiBanu. Pa3se
MHe XKaJlKo!

Crapuero-to y Hux [lanTeneem 3Banu. OH naHTIOXOU U BhILIEs. [IpocTsira mapeHs.
Ckaxu — py0axy ChHIMET, IPyroro BeIpy4uT. Hy, a ©U3bsH, YTO OKPUBEJI-TO OH, BOBCE
MMapHs K 3eMJie npuxari. TUuxuil ctaji, — POBHO BCe-TO ero 0ojbine ma ymHee. CrioBa
IIpU Opyrux ckasaTh He yMeeT. [lomankusaeT Bce.

Memnbimmii-to, KocThbKa, BOBCe He Ha 3Ty cTaTh. [lapoM 4TO B 6EITHOCTHU C IEeTCTBa
POC, BEIIIPABUJICS, XOTh Ha BBICTABKYy. Pocnbii ma ssopeHsbii... OQHO XyO0 — PBIKUU,
CKpacHa paxe. [To3armasa-To ero Bce Ttak u 3Banud — KocTbKa Peixkuii. 1 xuTpeii
TOXKe OBIJI. Y KOT0 C HUM OEJI0 CJIy4Yaaoch, roBapuBanu: «Y KOCTbKM He BCIKOMY
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CJI0BY Bepb. UlHOE OH U BOBCE IIPOTJIOTUT». A IIOACHINIATHCSA K KOMY — II€PBBIU
MacTep. YucTo nuca, TakK U MEeTeT, TaK ¥ METET XBOCTOM...

[TaunTioXy-TO KOCTBKa 1 000/ITanl JKUBEXOHBKO. TaK BCe ITO-KOCTBKUHOMY U BHIIIIJIO.
[Tpuka34yuK COTHIO CKUHYJI, 1 KOCThKa Ha APYro# JAeHb BOJIbHYIO OyMary moJiy4dui, a
OpaTy OyATO HUCXOXKIEeHUEe BeIxjIonoTasn. EMy npuka3dyuk Ha KpeliaTOBCKUM
IIPUKCK BeJieJl OTIIPaBIATbCA.

— BepHO, — roBOpUT, — TBOM-TO OpaT cKa3biBaeT. Tam Tebe 3HaKoMee OymeT. Toxe
c meckamu OoJibliie fAesio. A Iofei, Bce eqUHO, YTO 34eCh, YTO TaM, HefJoXBaTKa.
JlapgHO YK, coenaio TebOe HucxoxpaeHue. Ctymnai Ha KppuiaToBCKO.

Tak KocTeka u nmogBen geno. CaM Ha BOJILHOM TIOJIOXKEHUM YKPEIuIics, a OpaTa Ha
OanbHUM OPUUCK CTONKaN. 30y 1 X035IMCTBO OH, KOHEYHO, ¥ He OTyMaJl IPoaaBaTh.
Tak TOIBLKO BUO Oeajl.

Kaxk IlanTenes yraanu, Koctbka Toxke cTan Ha PAO0MHOBKY cpsaxaTbcsi. OODHOMY-TO
Kak? YyxKoro dyejloBeKa He MUHOBaTh HaMOBaTh, a OOUTCSA — y3HAIOT Yepe3 Hero
Opyrue, mojie3yT K TOMy MecTy. Haillesn Bce XX TakKu HeOyMKa OOHOI0. MyxXkuK
OOJIBIIION, @ YMHUIIIKO MaJIeHbKUM — [0 OeCsaTKa CueTy He 3Hajl. KoCThKe TaKoro U
Hamo.

CTaJs ¢ 3TUM HEeIOYMKOM CTapaThCs, BUAUT — OTOIIaJ Mecok. KocThkka, KOHEYHO,
3aMeTasiCcs MOBHIIIE, IIOHUKE B TOT OOK, B IPYroMl — BCe OJHO, HET 30/10Ta. Tak
MeJbTEIIUT YyTh-4yTh, CTapaThcs He cTouT. BoT KocThKa u mpumyMas Ha OpyTrou
Oeper mmomaThCs — yOapUTh oM TOM 6epe30i, rae I1o103 ocTaHaBIUBAJICS.
[Tomyurme moIIO, a BCe He TO, Kak mmpu [lanTesnee 6w10. KocThbKa 1 TOMY paf, ma
elle mymaeT — nepexuTpun s [Tomosa.

Ha KocTeky rnsigsi, 1 gpyrue crapaTeid Ha 9TOM Oepery nbiTaTh CYacThs CTalIH.
Tozke, BUOHO, IOTISIHYJIOCh. Mecsilla He ITPOIIJI0 — II0JTHO Hapony HaOusioch.
[Tpurinbie KaKue-TO MOSIBUTUCE.

B ogHoii aprenke yBugen KocTbka AeBUOHKY. ToxKe phI2KeHbKasi, C000M TOHUYaBa, a
nonxopsineHbka. C TaKOU 110 HEHACTBIO COJIHBIIIKO cBeTeeT. A KocTeKa 110
KEHCKOU CTOPOHE INOKO MaKOCTHUK OBINI. YUCTO MPUKa34YUK KaKou, a TO U caM
OapuH. M3 oTenkux He ogHa AeBKa 3a Toro KOoCTeKy cie3aMu yMEBIBalach, a TyT
4YTO... IPUUCKOBAs OHeBUYOHKaA. KOCThKa U pa3neTesics, TOJIbKO ero cpa3y 000XKIJIO.

I[leB4OHOUYKa POBHO BOBCE MOJIOIEHbKAs, CIIpaBa y HEU HEKOPBICTHA, a ITOACTYIIUTh
HenipocTo. Boiikas! Tel eli c1oBO, OHa Tebe — IBa, Ja BCe Ha U3OEBKY. A pyKaMu
4TOOBl — 9TO M OyMaTh 3a0yab. BoT KocThKa U KJIIOHYJI TyT, Kak s3b Ha KOJIOOOK.
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2Ku3Hu He pap cTajl, CHa-CIoKom peinuicsa. OHa 1 faBal ero BOOUTh U JaBau
BOOUTE.

Ects Benp U3 uxHelu cecTphl MacTepulpl. OTKya TOJIBKO Hay4daTcsa? I'magums —
POBHO BOBCe ellle 0T MaJIOJIETKOB HelaJIeKo YIIjIa, a BCe YXBaTKU 3HaeT. KocTeka
caM OIIJIECTH KOTr'0 XOYelllb MOT, a TYyT Apyroe 3are’l.

— 3amMyXK, — CIIpallliBaeT, — MOuAeIb 3a MeHsa? YTo0, 3Ha4YUT, He KaK-HuOyIb, a
YeCTHO-0JIarOPOIHO, IT0 3aKOHY... I3 KpemocTu Te0si BEIKYIIITIO.

OHa 3Hau IO0CMeuBaeTCs:
— KaOnI ThI He pHIKUMN ObLT!

KocTeke 3TO HOXK BOCTpBIfI — He T'JIAHYJIOCH, KaK €TI0 PBIZKMM 3BadJI, — d Ha IIYTKY
IIOBOPAQ4YHMBaAET:

— Cama-To Kakas?

— To, — oTBeyaeT, — u 0010Ch 3a TeOa BEIXOOUTh. CaMa phIzKasi, Thl — KPaCHBIH,
peOSATUIIKY ITIOUOYT — BOBCE OIlAJIEHBIIN OyOyT.

Korpga eie npumetcs [laHTernes xBanuTh. 3Halla Kak-To ero. Ha KpeislaToBCcKOM
OymoTo BCTpETHUIA.

— Exxenu 65l BoT [TanTenel mpucBaTancs, 6e3 cioBa Owl monuta. Ha mpumMeTe OH y
MeHs ocTascs. JIto60¥ mapeHb. XOTh OAWH I'JIa30K, a XOPOIIIO TJISIAUT.

9T0 oHa Hapo4yHO — KOCTbKY MOAAPa3HUTh, @ OH BEpUT. 3yOOM CKPUIIUT Ha
[TanTenes-To, Tak OBl ¥ pa30opBajl €ro, a OHa elle CIpalluBaeT:

— TBI 4TO XK€ 6paTa HE BBIKYHI/ILT_IB? BmMmecTe, moou, HaxXuBallu, a Tellepb CaM Ha
BOJIE, a ero 3abui B camoe Xygoe MeCTO.

— Hety, — roBoput, — y MeHs geHer OJis Hero. [Iyctb caM 3apabaThiBaeT!

— OX ThI, — TOBOPUT, — IIanbirald 6eccTrizkuii! Mensllie Te6s, 4To nu, [lanTeneu
paboTan? I'ma3-To oH noTepsia B 3aboe, moau?

IoBemeT Tak-TO KOCTBKY IO TOTO, YTO 3aKPUYUT OH:
— Y65n10 cTepBy!
OHa XOTb OBI IITO.

— He 3Haw, — roBopuT, — Kak Torfga OymeT, TOJIBKO JKUBas 3a PHIXKETo He Mouny.
Prixkuy ma maTtoBaTHI — HET TOTO XyxXKe!
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OtmmbeT Tak KoCcThKYy, a OH Toro 6obliie TbHET. Bce OBI €M oTHaasl, JTUIIb OB
PBIZKMM He 3Bajia [ia IIojlacKoBee mormsaerna. Hy, mogapkoB oHa He Opara... [Jaxke
camMou MasnocTtu. KonbpHET elle, pOBHO UTOJIKOU TKHET:

— Tr1 681 9TO [TaHTENEI0 HA BHIKYN mOOeper.
KocTpka TOrga v npugymasl Ha IIPUKCKE T'yJISHKY HalnaguTtb. CaM CMeKaerT:

«Kak Bce-TO mepernbloTcs, pa3bupaiics Toraa, KTo 4To HapaboTan. 3aMaHIO ee Ky[a,
MIOTJISIANM, YTO Ha APYTOM OeHb 3amoerT...»

JItogu, KOHEYHO, IpUMeYaroT:

— YTo-To Ham Prizkuii pacnbeixancs. BugHo, xopomIo nomnagaTthk ctano. Hamo B ero
CTOPOHY YOApPUTHCH.

IlyMaloT Tak-TO, @ UCOMPOBaTh Ha HAapOBLIWHKY KTO oTomnpeTca? OHa — 9Ta
OeBYOHKa — ToxXe Hu4yero. [InscaTte npoTtuB KocTekHU BhIUIa. Ha IIsCKYy,
CKa3bIBAIOT, IMMOKO TOBKas Oblia. KOCTBKY TYT U BOBCE 3a HYTPO B3SIJI0.

Iymku cBoeu Bce XK Taku KocTbka He ocTaBuil. Kak IOHAIUINUCh BCE, OH U yXBaTHUJI
9Ty OEBYOHKY, a OHa YCTaBUJIaCh Ij1a3aMu-TO, Y KOCTEKY U PYKU ONYCTUJIUCH, HOTU
3ampozxkaly, CTpallHo eMy 4ero-To craso. Torga oHa U rOBOPUT:

— ToI, peiKUK-0eCcCThIKUM, Oynelnb [TaHTenes: BRIKYIIaTh?

KocThKy KaK 00BapuI0 3TUMHU CIIOBaMU. Pa303/IMIICS OH.

— U He nogymaro, — KpuuuT. — Jlydlilie Bce [0 KOIIEUKU IPOIbIO!

— Hy, — roBoput, — TBOe peno. Brino 651 cka3aHo. [IponuBaTh mOCOOUM.

U nouuza oT Hero nyiscoMm. YuCTo 3Mesi ©U3BUBAETCH, a I'Jla3aMM yIepsjach — He
cmurHetT. C Tou nopsl U cTtanl KocThKa Takue I'yJISHKY 4yTh He KaXXOyl0 HeOeso
3aBOOUTH. A OHO Belb He IINOKO JOXOOHO — IIOJICOTHU YeJIOBEK [OIbsiHA IOUTh.
[IpruucKOBEIM HAapOA Ha 3TO XKOpKUU. [IycTAKOM He OTOUAelb, a TO elle Ha CMeX
MOOHUMYT:

— XneOHyN-Ie U3 IyCTON IMOCYOUHBLI Ha KOCTbKUHOM T'yJISHKE — HeJeJlio rojoBa
Oomnena. [Ipyroil pa3 mo30BeT, ABe OYTHIIKU C cO00U Bo3pMy. He nerde nu Oymet?

KocTbKa, 3HA4YUT, ¥ cTapasicsi, 4ToO BUHO M TaM IIPOTYa B JOCTATKE OBIJIO.
IleHbXOHKH, KaKie Ha pyKax OBIJIM, CKOPEXOHBKO YMBIJI, @ BEIpAaOOTKa BOBCE
nycTsak. OmsTh OTOIAN MMEeCOK, XOTh Opocaii. HemoyMoK, ¢ KOTOPBEIM paboTas, U TOT
TOBOPHUT:

— YT0-TO, X0351H, POBHO BOBCE He OJIeCTUT Ha CMBIBKE-TO.
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Hy, a Ta neB4oHKa 3Hay IOA3yXKUBAET:
— Yro, Prixxuii, npuyHsu1? Kabnyku cTonTaal — Ha IOYWHKY He XBaTaeT?

KocThKa gJaBHO BUOUT — HENAOHO y HEro BLHIXOOUT, @ COBIagaTh C COO0M He MOXKET.
«ITorogu, — gymaeT, — s1 Tebe MOKaxy, KaK y MEHS Ha ITOYUHKY HE XBaTaeT».

3010THIIIKA-TO Y HUX Cc [laHTeneeM nopsimkoM ObLI0. B 3eMiie, n3BECTHO, XPaHUIIH.
B cBOeM ke oropoje, BO BTOpoM cJioio. CKOBBIPHYT JIOATKY [IBE CBEPXY, a TaM
IMeCcoK c rauHou... TyT u 6pocanu. Hy, MecTo Xxopolo 3armpuMedeHo ObII0, OO
BEPIIIKOB BCe BEIMEPEHO. B ciiydae, ¥ TOPHOM CTpaXe MPUCKAThCS Hemmb3si. OTBET
TYyT ObIBasiblil: «CaMopogHOe, feckaThb. He 3Hamu, 4To 3mak 6/113K0. BoH Kakyio
masb OTIIATMBAIX, @ OHO BOH I'Ie — B oropopme!»

KnamoByxa 9Ta 3eMJisiHasi, YTO TOBOPUTH, CaMasi BepHasi, TOJIbKO BOT OpaTh-TO U3
Hee XJIOIIOTHO, [Ja U OTJIAOBIBATHCS IPUXOOUTCSA. DTO Y HUX TOXKE XOPOIIO
nogoruaHo Obvto. KycTuku 3a 6aHEeIIKOU nocaKeHbl ObININ, KaMHU Ky4YKOU
nopo6paHel. OgHEM CII0BOM, 3arOPOXKEHO.

Bot KocTbka BrIOpas HOYKy IIOTEMHee U MOolIesl B CBOIO Kj1agoByxy. CHsJI, rae Hafo,
BepXHUU ciou, Harpeb Oaabio ecKy u B 6aHio. TaM y Hero Boma 3aroToBjIeHa.
3aKpHUI OKOIIKO, 3aXkKer (hoHaph, CTajl CMBIBaTh, U HUUEM-HUYEro — HU eIUHOU
KpynuHku. Yto, nymaet, Takoe? Heyxk ommubca? [Tomen onsaTe. Bce mepemepsi.
Harpe0 gpyryio 6anpio — make BUAy He mokasano. TyT KocTbka U ocTeperaThcs
3a0b11 — C poHapeM BeICKOuUMII. Oryisifern elle pa3 c orHeM. Bce npaBunibHO. B
caMOM TOM MeCTe BepxyllIKa CHATa. [laBal elfe HarpebaTh. MoXKeT, oyMaer,
BBICOKO B3s1JI. MajIeHbKO II0Ka3aJI0Ch, TOJILKO caMBIi MyCTsK. KocThbKa elle rioyoxke
B3sJI — Ta XKe IITyKa: 9yTh OecTuT. KocTbka TyT BoBce ce0s moTepsin. [laBai
OVIOKY, KaK Ha IpUuckKe, 6uTh. TOJIBKO HENOJITO eMy BIrIyOb-TO IOZATHCS IIPHUIIIIOCH,
— KaMeHb-CIJIOIIHAK oKa3ayicsa. Obpapmosasncsa KocTbka, yepe3 KaMeHb, HeEOOCh, U
[Tono3sy 3050Ta He yBeCTH. TyT OHO rae-HUOyOb, 6;113K0. [IoTOM BOAPYT XBATHUIICS:
«Bepsp aT0 [laHTIOMIKA yKpa!»

Tonbko momyMar, a IeBYOHKa Ta, IPUUCKOBAsI-TO, ¥ MOsIBUIAChk. [loTeMKH erle, a ee
BCIO OO KalleJIbKM BUOHO. BLICOKOHBKAS Ia ITPsIMeHbKasi, CTOUT Y CaMOT'0 KpalyuKa
1 Ha KoCTbKy rima3aMu yCTaBHUIIACh:

— Yro, Prixxuii, motepsn, BugHo? Ha O6pata npuxoguiib? OH U BO3bMET, a Tebe
MIOTJIsIAeTh OCTaJIOCh.

— Tebst KTO 3BaJI, CTepBa Iy4deIapas?

CxBaTuJI Ty IeBYOHKY 3a HOTHU [la YTO €CTh CUJILI U OEePHYJI Ha ce0s B AMYy.
IleBUYOHKA OT 3eMJIM OTCTaJjia, a BCe MIPSIMEHBKO CTOUT. [I0TOM ellle BHITSIHYJIACh,
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IIOTOHYAasla, MeSHUIIEN CcTalia, leperuyaack KocTbke dyepes 1jiedo, fa U MoIoJj3ja
o cuuHe. KocThKa ucmyrancs, 3MeUHBIM XBOCT U3 PYK BHIITYCTUJI. YIlepjiach 3Mes
rOJIOBOM B KaMeHb, TaK UCKPHI U IIOCHIIaIUCh, CBETJIO CTAJIo, I'Jla3a CJIETIUT.

[Tpouina 3Mes 4yepe3 KaMeHb, U II0 BCEMY ee CJIely 30JI0TO TOPUT, I'le KallJIIMU, TIoe
nenbpIMu KycKamMu. MHoro ero. Kak yBupen KocTbka, Tak U OPSIKHYJICS TOJIOBOU O
KaMeHb. Ha gpyro# geHb MaTh €ro B AyAKe Halia. JIoO poBHO U He CUJIbHO pa30u,
a ymep ot4ero-to Kocrteka.

Ha nmoxoponsl ¢ KpeimaToBckoro IlanTtenen npumien. OTIyCTUIN ero. YBUOEN B
Oropofe AyOKY, Cpa3dy CMEKHYJI — C 30JI0TOM 4YTO-TO CIIy4YUJIOCh. BeCIIOKOMHO
[TanTener crano. Hagesincs, BULL, OH Yepe3 TO 30JI0TO Ha BOJIIO BEIUTU. XOTh
cnbiman mpo KocTbKy HEXOPOIIIO, a BCe BEPUJT — BHIKYIIUT OpaTt. ITotesn nornsageTh.
Haruyncs Hapg OyoKou, a CHU3y eMy POBHO ITIOCBETHUII KTO. BUOUT — Ha OHe-TO Kak
OKHO KPYTJIO€ M3 TOJICTOTO-IIPETOJICTOTO CTEKJIa, U B 3TOM CTEKJIe 30JI0Tasd
mopoxkka BbeTcsi. CHU3y Ha [laHTesnes Kakasi-TO OeBYOHKa cMOTpuT. Cama
pPBI2KEHbKAa, a I'Jla3a YePHEXOHbKH, a TaKue, CIIbIIIb-KO, YTO U IIAOEeTh B HUX
cTpamHo. TOIbKO AeBYOHKA Ta YXMBIISIETCS, ITajblleM B 30JI0TY HOPOKKY THIYET:
«JleckaTh, BOT TBO€ 30JI10TO, BO3bMHU cebe. He Goticsi!» JTacKoBO Bpojie TOBOPHUT, a
CJIOB HE CJIBIIIHO. TyT U CBET HOTYX.

[TanTemnel ucmyraacs criepBa: HaBaxKaeHbe, fyMaeT. [loToM HacMeIucs,
cnyctuscs B sMy. CTeKkjla TaM HUKaAKOro He 0Ka3aJloCh, a 6eblii KaMeHb —
ckBapell. Ha kasenHoM npuucke [laHTesielo IpUXOOUIOCh C KAMHEM-TO 3TUM
ouThcs. [TonmpuBHIK K HEMY. 3HaJl, Kak ero 6epyrt. BoT u nymaer:

«[Tani-ko nmonelTaro. MoxkeT, U BcaMesie 30JI0TO TyT».

[MTpuTamui, 4To IIoaXoasilee, U maBali KaMeHb IPOOUTH B TOM CaMOM MECTe, I'he
30JI0TYIO IOPOXKKY Buaen. 1 BepHO — B KaMHe 30JI0TO ¥ He TO YTO UCKOPKaMH, a
OONBINIMMH KAIJIIMU [la THEe3JaMu CUOUT. boratuMas XXKujakKa okKalaaachk. 110
Beuepa-To [laHTenel YUCTHIM 30JI0TOM (QYHTOB OATh MO0 1mecTh Habus. CXoouil
IMOTUXOHBKY K [IMMEHOBY, a TOTOM U IPUKA3YUKY OOBSIBUJIICH.

— Taxk u Tak, XKejarw Ha BOJIIO OTKYIIUTHCH.
[Tpuka34duk OoTBEYaAET:

— Xopoliiee fesio, TOJIBKO MHE Terepb Hegocyr. [Ipuxogu yrpeukoM. Ha mpoxiane
00 3TOM IOTOBOPUM.

[TpuKa349uK II0 KOCTBKUHOMY-TO KUTHIO, TIOHSTHO, TOTAOaICs, YTO JeHbI'U Y HETO
OblT HeMaisble. BoT u mpuayMbIBai, Kak Obl I[TaHTenness mokKpendye JaBHYTh, YTOOBI
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1mo6oJsIbllle BhIXKAaTh. TOIBKO TYT, Ha AHTEJIEeBO CYACThE, PACCHIIKA U3 KOHTOPHI
mpuberkaln U CKa3bIBaeT:

— Hapounniii npuexan. 3aBTpa 6apuH us CricepTtu OymeT. Benen Bce MOCTKU Ha
[TongHEBHYIO XOPOILIEHHKO YIagUTh.

[TpukKa34YuK, BUOHO, UCITyTasics, KaK OBl BCE ¥ HETO U3 PYK HE YIIIBIJIO, ¥ TOBOPUT
IIanTenero:

— JlaBaii IATH COTEHHEIX, a I10 OymMare 4eThIpe 3aIluIlly.
Copsan-taku cotHary. Hy, [lanTeneu psaouTecs He cTall.
«PBU, — pymaeT, — cobaka, — KOrga-HUOyOb IOOAaBUIIILCS ».

Brimen IlanTenen Ha BOJO. [TOKOBHIPSJICA ellle CKOJIBKO-TO B IMKe Ha OTOpOfe.
[Tocrne u BOBCe 30JIOTUIIIKOM 3aHUMATHLCS IlepecTal.

«be3 Hero, — gymaeT, — CIIOKOMHEE IIPOXKUBY».

Taxk u BHIIIIIO. X035MCTBO cebe 3aBeJI, He CHUJIBHO 6OJIBI.TIO€, a OuThCst MOXKHO. Pa3
TOJIBKO C HUM CJ'[Y‘-IEIfI BBIILIEJI. DTO ellle KOrga OH KEeHUJICH.

Hy, o kpuBeHbKOM ObII1. HeBecTy 6e3 3aTei BEIOpaJl, CMUPEHHYIO IEBYIIIKY U3
6emHOTO XKUThsI. CBAALOY ITOMTPOCTY CITPABUIIH.

Ha gpyroii meHb mocsie BeHIIa-TO MOJIOHAsi MOTJIsIgesla Ha CBOe 00pydYasibHOE KOJIbIIO
U OyMaerT:

«Kak ero HoCcuTh-TO. BOH OHO Kakoe TOJICTOe Oga KpaCusBoe. HOpOl"OG, nogu. Emie
IIOTEPSAEIIb>».

IToTOM ¥ TOBOPUT MYyXKY:

— Tw1 uto ke, [TanTIOmA, 3psa TPATUIIECA? CKOJIBKO KOJIBIIO CTOUT?

[TanTeneu u OTBEYaET:

— Kakas Tpata, Ko o0psm Toro Tpedyert. [TonTopa py06iist 3a KOJIEYKO IIaTHI.
— Hu B X13HBL, — rOBOPUT XKeHa, — 3TOMY He IIOBEPIO.

[TaHTenewM Mornsifesn u BUOUT — HEe TO Bedb KOJIbLIO-TO. IToTJigsmen Ha CBOIO PYKy — U
TaM BOBCE APYyTO€e KOJIbIIO, [Ia ellle B CepeguHKe-TO ABa YePHBIX KaMelIka, Kak
rja3a IropsrT.

[TanTemnel, KOHEYHO, 10 3TUM KaMelllKaM Cpa3y IIPUIIOMHUJI [eBYOHKY, KOTopas
eMy 30JI0TYIO IOPOKKY B KaMHe IT0Ka3aJla, TOJIbKO )KeHe 006 9ToOM He CKa3aJl.
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«3aueM, meckKaTh, ee 3psi TPEBOXKUTH>.

Mormnogast BCce-TaKu He CTajla TO KOJIbIIO HOCUTB, Kynuja ce0e MPOCTEHBKOE. A
MYKUKY KyZOa ¢ KonbroM? Tonbko u nmoHocun [lanTenei, noka cBageOHbIe IHU He

MIPOLLIA.
[Tocne KOCTLKMHOU CMEPTHU Ha IIPUNCKE XBaTUJIUCh:
— I'me y Hac OIsACyHBA-TO?

A ee u HeT. CpamvBaTh OOWH OPYrOTr0 CTalIl — OTKyZa XOTh oHa? KTO roBopui —
¢ Kyurypku npucrasna, KTo — ¢ MpaMopckux pa3pe3os npuliiiia. Hy, pa3Hoe...
H3BeCcTHO, TPUMCKOBBIM Hapop, Habersbii... [locyr eMy pa3bupaTth, KTO THI ia
Kakux ponoB. Tak u 6pocunu 06 3TOM pa3roBoOp.

A 30I0THHIKO ele Oo0Jro Ha PsaOuHOBKe OJep2KaJloChb.
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